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groupsof forty, fifty or a hundred, yet all fairly near one another, and
suggesting
a singleflock. They seemedto leave the water reluctantly and
gave me the impressionthat they were weary.
The long flights demonstratedfor many shorebirds had always puzzled
me, for it seemedhardly possiblethat suchflightscouldbe madewithout
rest or food. Here, however,was an apparentexplanationof the matter.

The birdsmightstopto restanYWhere
in the courseof their longjourney,
and, no doubt, in many placesfood in abundancemight be foundfloating
on the water.

ThoughI had neverseenor evenheardof anythinglike this sight,I have
taken it for granted that ornithologistshad often observedand reported

on this matter. I think I oncementionedit incidentallyin ' Forestand
Stream' in connectionwith somenotes on shorebirds. Mr. E. W. Nelson,
to whom I mentionedthe matter recently, advisedme that the matter was
new to him and suggestedthat this note be sent to ' The Auk.'-- GEo.
Bmt• GRt•:LL,
New York City.
American Golden Plover (Charadrius d. dominicus)at Nantucket

Is-

land.-On September6, 1915, I drove to the extremewesternend of the
island, and remained there an hour or two without seeingany birds. I
interviewed the crew of the Life Saving Station at Maddeket, several of
whom I knew, none of thein had seen, or heard any Golden Plover or Eskimo Curlew passingthis summer. One of the men said he had heard of
five Golden Plover living in a certain field, the owner of which preferred

watching,to shootingthem. In the afternoonI drove to the southsideof
the Island (Surfside). I called at mine on the former captain of the Life
Saving Station locatedthere, who was an old acquaintance,and a gunner.
He informedme that his grandsonhad shot a GoldenPlover the day before,
he showedme the legswhich I identified. He said there had been four in
all living at N6badeer pond, and that I could probablyfind the other three
still there. I suggestedwe harnessup his horseand ride down to the pond,
he and his grandsontaking their guns. On arrival we sawthe three Golden
Plover running about, two black and white breastedbirds, and one ' palebreast' (young); we succeededin shootingthe latter, which I later had
made into a skin. I am of the opinion that thesebirds were the same ones

which occupiedthe protectedpasturementionedabove. They constitute
the only recordsof this plover I have been able to obtain for the island of
Nantucket this season. I also saw, while at the Nobadeer Pond, two
Hudsonian Curlew, and two of the larger Yellowlegs.--Gr•om•
H.
MACKAY,BOStOn,
Mass.

Nest of the Alder Flycatcher on the Pocono Mr., Pa.-- A•nongthe
low shrubs,birchesand swamp grass,borderinga lake on the Tobyhanna
River, Monroe County, Pa., the Alder Flycatcher (Empidonax trailli
alnomtm)is apparently not uncommon,for at least three pair can be found
within a radius of two or three miles. The discoveryof the nest is, how-

