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phus) resting on ice at the edge of the water on one of the lagoonsof

Jackson
Park, Chicago.It appeared
duringan unusually
coldwave.
Mr. F. M. Woodr•fff in his ' Birds of the ChicagoArea ' publishedin 1907
writes of this speciesas being a rather rare fall visitant in the area covered
by that book, and no doubt since then it has become still more rare. At
least, in nearly six yearsacquaintancewith the birds of this region,this is
the first cormorant that I have ever seen.--EDWIN D. HULL, Chicago,
Illinois.

Note on the Feeding of the Mallard.--That
the Mallard (Anas
platyrhynchos)doesnot dive for its food seemsto be the generalimpression.
Therefore an exceptionwhich I was fortunate enough to witness would
seemworthy of record. January 28, 1914,on oneof the lagoonsof Jackson
Park, Chicago, I saw an adult male Mallard in company with a female
LesserScaup. When the birds were first seenabout 4:30 P.M. the Scaup
was diving repeatedly near the middle of the lagoon in deep water, while
the Mallard was following her about, rushingup to her every time she
appearedat the surface,but unable to rob her of any food. Nearly twenty
minutes later the Mallard

dove for the first time.

A few more dives fol-

lowed in fairly quick succession.Meanwhile the Scauphad been diving
continuously. The diving of the Mallard in comparisonwith that of the
Scaupwas clumsyin the extreme,and accompaniedwith muchflappingof
wingsand splashingof water. The actualtime spentby the Mallard under
water was very short, in fact, when it doveafter the Scauphad disappeared
it was still the first to rise. The diving would seem to be unsuccessful,
for the bird quit shortly although the Scaup kept up its diving, and later
about 5:00 P.M. when the birds swam off to another part of the lagoon
and the Scaup again commenceddiving the Mallard made no effort to do
so. It is highly improbablethat sufficientfood, if indeed any at all, was
securedin theseshort clumsydives. At any rate the bird brought no food
to the surface,and if any was obtained it was swallowedunder water.
I notice J. G. Mi]lais x states that young Mallards when about three-

quartersgrownand beforethey are able to fly, encouraged
by their mothers
secure a considerablepart of their food by diving. This author states
further in his noteson the Mallard that surface-feeding
ducksexceptionally
dive for choicebits of food, but he does not name the species,although
presumablythe Mallard is included.
From the few available observations,the most plausibletheory, it seems
to me, in regardto the feedingof the Mallard is that the specieshas nearly
changedin adult life from a diving to a surface-feedingduck, although
diving is habitual in the young. Reversionsto this juvenal behavior occur
amongadults under the pressureof a very strongstimulus,as an unusually
choicemorselof food, or in imitation of a diving duck after that bird has
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repeated its diving many times. It should be noted at this point that a
solitary Mallard observedfrom January 3 to January 13, 1914, and possibly
the samebird, wasnever seento dive, but fed by immersingits head merely.
The action of the mothers encouragingtheir young to dive, as noted by
MillMs, if they themselvesdive, carmotbe explainedby any of the stimuli
mentioned, and provided the Mallard is a surface-feedingduck, as is
generallybelieved,the causeis entirely obscure. Many more observations
throughout the bird's life-tfistory are badly needed.--EDWIN D. Honn,
Chicago,Illinois.
Piping Plover at Cape May, N.J.-- On September 7• 1913, while
studyingthe birds on the beachat Cape May, five Piping Plover (•gialitis
meloda)were observed. The birds were first found directly in front of the
resort on the beachand at all times staid by themselvesin a closecompact
band. Being exceedinglytame they allowed me to approachvery close,
and then ran but a'very short dislance when they settled down to feeding
again. Only at rare intervals when hard presseddid they take wing and
then as before went but a very short distance. At the moment of observation I did not fully realize what a rare bird the Piping Plover had become
on the New Jersey coast.
Again on September 13. 1914, Mr. J. I(. Potter, who was with me on

the Cape May beach,found an individual of this speciesin almost the
identicalspot that the five of the year beforehad been observed.
This bird was alone and after a careful search no others were found.

It was alsovery tame and allowedus to approachvery closeto it. There
were at the time in the immediate vicinity, in fact all about us scattered
flocks of Sanderling (Caladris leucophcea)and Semipahnated Plover
(•gialitis semipalmata)but the Piping Plover showed not the slightest
tendency to associatewith them, in fact kept as far away from them as
it possiblycould.-- DEnos E. CvnvEu, Addingham,DelawareCo.,Penna.
The Yellow-crowned Night Heron in Colorado. A Correction.
--The writer regrets that he was in error in reporting (Auk, Oct. 1914,

p. 535) the individual of this speciestaken at Byers as being "the
secondrecord for this State for this speciesand the first with full data as to

location of occurrenceand date of collection." He unintentionally overlookedan earlierrecordmade by E. 1•. Warren, with full data (Condor,XI
No. 1• p. 33 and Auk, April, 1910, p. 145), and now makesthis correction

andpresentshis apologies
to Mr. Warrenfor this inexcusable
oversight..-W. It. B•UGTOLD,Denver, Colo.

The American Bittern Nesting on Long Island, N.Y.--

Previously

the American Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus)has been classedas a •ransient
visitant on Long Island, since,heretofore,no definite record of its nesting
there has been forthcoming. Though the breeding range of this species
includesNew York State, and though the area of Long Island has been

