554

[Auk
koct.

Recent
Literature.

Farmers and Stockmen and Fruit

and Truck

Growers.'

The text consists

largely of well selectedextractsfrom standard publicationsand addresses
by the compiler and others. The bulletin will do a great good,reaching
as it will many peoplein this vast state who do not seethe economicpublications of the National Government.
In this connection mention should also be made of Mr.

Shiras'

able

publicationon the ' Necessityfor, and Constitutionalityof the Migratory
Bird Law.' • The whole subject is thoroughly discussedand attacks upon
the law ably answered. Mr. Shiras was the author of the original bills

that were presentedto Congressand is thereforeparticularly well qualified to discussthe subject.--W. S.
Further Observations by Collinge on the Dispersal of Weed Seeds

by Birds.-- Prof. W. E. Collingehas continuedhis studiesof the viability
of weed seedsafter passingthrough the alimentary canals of birds. The
generalresultsgiven in the presentbrief report 2agreewith thosepreviously
announced,namely, that a surprisinglylarge number of seedsdo pass
through the alimentary tracts of seed-eatingbirdsin conditionto germinate.
The specialpoint made in the presentpaper, and a novel one it is, is
succinctly stated in the following quotation: "it would appear that, in
dry years, such birds as the rook, starling, house sparrow (and probably
many other species)take in a much smaller quantitty of grit and soil

than in wet years, in consequence
of which a larger percentageof weed
seedspass through the intestinal canal in an uninjured condition."--W.
L.M.

Herman on Useful and Harmful Birds.-- It is a proof of the great
demand in European countriesfor a book on economicornithology,as well
as a tribute to Dr. Otto Herman, that his work (originally in Hungarian)
has been translated into both German s and English.4 The artist M.
Titus Cs6rgey sharesthe honorsas his spirited drawings illustrate all of
the editions. Both of the translations contain additional figures and the
text has in greater or less degree been adapted to local conditions. The
English edition especiallyhas thus been augmented,and properly is published as a collaborated work: authors, Otto Herman and J. A. Owen.
While these books are fairly satisfactory manuals of European economic
ornithology, they lack the definitenessand scientific detail that characterize American publicationsof a similar nature. This is merely a matter
of style, however, as the basisof all of these booksis the investigationsof
the Royal Hungarian Central Bureau of Ornithology which have included
the examination of thousands of bird stomachs.--

W. L. M.
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