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almost within reach. Once sheflew by my head so closethat I could hear

the buzzingof her wings. Shecontinued
to fly aroundme as longas I
remainedin the vicinity of the nest. The other parent bird appearedvery
much alarmed too, but never ventured nearer than fifteen feet. Both
birds kept up a continual scolding.
The younghad left the nest so quickly that I wasunable to count them
but I thought that five birds left the nest, which, with the one remaining
in the nest wouldmake the total of six. This seemsto be in keepingwith
•)ther recordswhich have beenpublished.
After examiningthe nest I went back to my observingpoint and waited
to see what would be done about the young bird left in the nest. One of
the parent birds returned twice but would not go inside. I found one of
the birdswhichhad left the nestand the parentsbecamevery muchalarmed
when I tried to catch it.

The entrance to the nest was six feet above the ground: it was two and
a half incheslong and three quarters of an inch wide. It was so narrow
that it was impossiblefor the parent birds to go into the nest in a natural
manner; they invariably entered and left the nest head first with the
back toward the stem of the tree.

In all visits neither bird ever flew

directlyto the nestingtree, alwaysgoingfirst to the hemlockabovereferred
to.

The nest was secured to the bark rather than to the stem of the tree but

in looseningthe bark I noticed severalsilk like threads leading from the
nest to the stem of the tree.

On the detached nest these show as little

balls of dark gray material, probably from the cocoonof somecaterpillar.
The nest is formedprincipally of twigs of the fir, thesebeingusedto make
the foundation

of the nest where the bark is some distance from the stem.

It is lined with piecesof birch bark and the inner bark of the fir.

The rim

•f t.henest has the usual crescentshape,the hornsbeing two inchesand a
quarter higher than the rim of the nest proper. The depth of nest outside
is seveninches,insidetwo inches,outer diametersix inches,inner diameter
three inches,greatestthicknessof nest (lower or foundation part) is two
inches. The nestingsite is about one and one half miles from the ocean
and at an altitude of about forty-five feet. This is the first record of
the breedingof the bird in this vicinity.
The only call I heardwasthe "tseet" usuallyheardwhenthe birdsare
flying from one tree to another. This call was almost invariably given
when the birds were coming to the nest. Several times I saw one of the
birds alight on the hemlocktree near the nest, and with wingsaquiver
give the same call. Its manner and appearancethen werethoseof a well
grown youngbird callingfor food.--I. R•,Lrn MEYER,Lx•v•. U.S. A.,
Fort McKinley, Portland, Me.
Bicknell's Thrush in Franconia Notch, N.H.Last summer
(1912) a friend and myself founda thriving colonyof Bicknell'sThrush
(Hylocichla alicicebicknelli) on Mt. Pemigewasset,New Hampshire, at an
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elevation of 3,300 ft. On June 29, 1913, we found them at LonesomeLake,
2800 ft., which is on top of one of the spursof Ca-non. We noted six singing males and saw one bird singingat a range of ten feet. The Olive-back
xvasalso present. We did not see them here last year. They were near
the path in a mixed growth of fir, balsam, and spruce,yellow and black
birch, rock maple and mountain ash.-- ALicE Co•E¾, Plainfield, N.J.
Destruction of l•obins in ß 8torra.-- There occurred on Long Island
about midnight, Friday, August 29, the most severe electric storm I have
ever •vitnessed. During my forty years of residenceat Floral Park, I have
never known a summerstorm so severeas to kill any mature bird in full
strength, but the one abovereferred to annihilated the Robins that live in
the trees about my la•vn. Thirty-six •vere picked up the next morning

on about an acre of ground,and others in the near vicinity brought the
total up to about fifty.

The English Sparro•vs•vere very abundant also

but very few were killed; the Starlingsescapeduninjured as far as I can
learn. I have hardly seena Robin since that fatal night. The storm was
accompaniedby high •vind although not severe enough to uproot trees or

break branchesto any considerableextent, but it wasaccompaniedby the
heaviest downpourof rain I have seenin many years and lasted for a considerable

time.

The birds were evidently blown out of the trees where they were roosting

and perishedfrom the awful wetting they weresubjectedto on the ground.
-- JoHN LEwm CH•Lns, Floral Park, N.Y.
8onle L•nd Birds a,t Sea,.--While traveling from New Orleans, La.,
to Havana, Cuba, in May, 1913, I was much interested to find that there
were severalwild birds taking passagewith us. We left the mouth of the

MississippiRiver about 10 .•. M., May 11, and next morning, we were
probably more than half way acrossthe Gulf of Mexico. It was then
that I discoveredaboard the vessel a Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus), a
Barn SwMlow (Hirundo erythrogastra),
a Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis),
and a swallowthat I did not positivelyidentify. The Kingbirdwouldfly
far out to one side, keep pacewith the vesselawhile, and then return and
perch on the rigging. The Barn Swallow's chief amusement seemed to

beflyingup anddownthe lengthof the decks;but the poorI Catbirdappearedrather bedraggled,and as far as I couldobserve,had no occupation.
In the afternoon of the same day I discovered a warbler, unknown to
me, hopping about the main deck aft. It seemedperfectly at home and
ßallowed a rather close approach. We reached Havana very early nexi
morning (May 13) so I have no idea when our bird passengersleft us.
Thesebirdsstayedwith us practicallythe whole day (May 12) and I think

theCatbirdwasseen
bysome
of'thepassengers
thenightbefore. It seems
remarkable that the birds should have remained so long on the vessel
and allowedthemselvesto be carriedmany milesin a directionopposite
to that of their migration.--E•ST
G. HonT, U.S. BiologicalSurvey,
Washington, D. C.

