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all this knowledgewith regard to this particular specimen,but in doing so
he has exercised,consciously
or unconsciously,
his powersof observation,
comparison
and discrimination•vith regardto scoresof otherbirds,sothat
his experiencehas been broadenedand his power and judgment very
mat eftally strengthened."
The main text of Prof. Barrows

work follows the nomenclature

of the

new A. O. U. Check-List. After the name comesa paragraph of popular
synonymsand suchtechnicalsynonymsas are usedin the standardworks;
then followsa brief summaryof the more striking charactersby which the
speciesmay be recognized; an outline of its general distribution; a discussionof its occurrencein Michigan, its habits, nesting,etc., often at considerable length; and finally, a technical description. Much valuable
economicand historic matter is incorporatedin the articlesthe object being
to select ' such information as would be usefuland interesting.' Of Cook's
336 species30 have beenrelegatedto the hypotheticallist while 20 others
have beenaddedmaking a total of 326 positivelyidentifiedwithin the limits
of the state.

Each family is precededby a key for use with the specimenin hand,
while six appendicestreat respectively of, Additions and Corrections,
Hypothetical List, Bibliography, Glossary,Outline of Classificationof
North American Birds (families and orders), and List of Contributors.
The value of the bibliography is materially lessenedby the fact that
the titles of each author are printed continuously,in one paragraphwith
title, referencedate, etc., all in the samestyle of type which makesit exceedingly difficult to consult. The general typography and appearance
of the work are excellent and the half tones and line cuts which are drawn

from varioussources,someof them original, are usually well printed.
Prof. Barrows has evidently had the cordial support of all Michigan
ornithologistsand bird lovers in his task and the result is one of which the
state and the author may well be proud.-- W. S.
Willett's

Birds of the Pacific Slope of Southern

California. •--

In this recent publication of the Cooper Ornithological Club forming
number 7 of the Pacific Coast Avifauna series,Mr. Willerr presentsa carefully prepared annotated list of the birds of ' the Pacific slopeof southern
California from, and includingSanta Barbara County, to the Mexican line
and from the summit of the mountainsto the ocean,alsoincludingall the
islandsof the Santa Barbara group.' The work was originally intended as

a revisionof Grinnell's' Birdsof the PacificSlopeof LosAngeles
County'
publishedin 1898, but it was later thought better to extend its scopeto
the above limits.

The style and typographyof the work are excellentand conformto other
numbers
• Pacific

of the same series.
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latest edition of the A. O. U. Check-List discussingin detail his reasonsfor
differingfrom the A. O. U. Committeein the distributionof severalspecies.
We note the following caseswhere Mr. Willett's evidence leads him to
differ with the statements

of the Check-List.

Brachyramphusmarmoratnsis stated in the Check-List to rangesouth
to San Diego in winter but Mr. Willett can find no record south of Santa
Barbara.

Branta canadensis occidentalis is credited with ranging to southern
California in winter but there seemsto be no record for the region covered

by the present paper.
Oreortyxpicta plurnifera is consideredby Mr. Willett, to include all
southern California birds.

Those from the San Gabriel and San Bernar-

dino Mountainsare referredto O. p. co•,finisin the Check-Listbut Messrs.
Grinnell and Swarth after careful study of the matter would refer all to
plurnif era.

Followingthe opinionof Messrs.Ridgway and Oberholserhe excludes
pidonax g•iseusfrom California referring the birds so called to E. wrighti.
Aphelocoma
californicaobscurais alsoexcludedfrom California,the birds
breeding from Los Angelesto San Bernardino which are referred to this
form in the Check-List, proving to be, in the opinion of Messrs. Grinnell
and Swarth, referable to A. c. califor•ica.
Careful local studies of this kind are just what are needed to straighten
out the detailsin the distributionof our birds,and Mr. Willett's contribution is most welcome.

We note but few typographicalor other errors, but since the author
invites correctionswe may mention that the Avocetsnoted by Dr. Newberry (p. 35) werein the winter of 1855not 1885and the Audubonreference
on p. 71 shouldbe to the OrnithologicalBiographynot the Elephant Folio.
We might also call attention to an earlier publication of Evermann's
' Birds observedin Ventura County, Cal.' which appearedin Vol. 1, No. 8
(Jan. 1886),pp. 77-89, of the PacificScienceMonthly,a smalljournal edited
by StephenBowers, Ph.D., and publishedat San Buenaventura,Cal.,
apparently as the organ of the Ventura Society of Natural History.
Tiffs title doesnot appear in Grinnell's Bibliography of California Ornithology. Except as to nomenclaturethe paper is essentiallythe sameas
that in 'The Auk' for 1886. Polioptila melanurahowever, is included
(erroneously)as a rare resident.-- W. S.
Mathews' Birds of Australia. • --Three parts of this monumentalwork
have been received sincethe last notice in ' The Auk.' Part 6 of Volume I,

bearing date, January 31, 1912, consistsof title page, contents,preface
ß
and index of the first volume, wlfile Part I of Volume II, May 30, 1912, and
Part 2 of Volume II, July 31, 1912, comprising236 pages and 27 plates
are devoted

to the Petrels.

The Birds of Australia.
By Gregory M. Mathews.
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