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grounds,but whenthey returnedthis year, conditons
were altered,the
reservoirbeingfilled to the brim. This compelled
the birdsto hunt for a
different feedingground and in hunting about they found my pond.-JouN E. THxyEa, Lancaster, Mass.

Ocracoke Water Bird Notes.--On

Royal Shoal, a small island be-

longingto the North CarolinaAudubonSociety,and situatedsomeeight
or nine milesnorthwestof Ocracoke,we found the followingbirds nesting:

LaughingGull, CommonTern and Oyster-catcher.The Gulls were in
the midst of their laying, as were the Common Terns. Three pairs of
Oyster-catchersinhabited the island. One nest was found with the eggs
about ready to hatch, and one pair had young nearly grown, two being
the complementin each case. The Black Skimmerswere preparingtheir
nestinghollows,but had not yet begunto lay. The Royal Terns seemto
have almost deserted this island- where they were so numerous four or

five years ago- for islandsfarther to the eastward,and the Least Terns
are mostly back on the beaches.
The total number of eggsof the LaughingGull and CommonTern was
somethingover two hundred.
A flock of twenty Cor•noran•sleft the ' lump ' as we approached.
A small petrel, presumablya Wilson's,was seenflying up the soundon
May 23, after a rather stormy night. On the samedate we found Black
Skimmers very plentiful, though not yet laying, on the islandin the middle
of OcracokeInlet, with a few Common Terns nesting. Common Tern,
Least Tern and Oyster-catcherwere all, apparently, nestingon the beach,
the Common Terns mostly on the south side of the Inlet. Young of
the Oyster-catcherwere seen,from a quarter grownup to the flying stage,
in each case in broods of two.

This islandwas almost completelysweptby the storm tide of the previous
night, which may have destroyed a goodmany Tern eggs. There were
many more birds around than the number of nestswarranted. The few
nestsfoundwereall on the small,unsweptarea,of course.-- H. H. BR1MLE¾,
Raleigh, N. C;

Oreortyx in Idaho.--Notes appearingin ' The Auk' of April, 1911
and 1912, refer to the range of Oreortyxbeing extendedeastwardto near
the Idaho-Oregonline,-- specifically,Vale, Oregon. My observationis
that not only has it been longestablishedin southwestIdaho, but that its
range extendsat least 125 milesbeyond the Oregonline.
Four years ago a coveyof eight alongIndian Creek severalmilesnorthwest of Nampa was wiped out by hunters. Two yearsagoa numberwere
taken in the Boisebottomseight miles north of this place. For ten years

morethey have'beencommonin the Owyheefoothillssomeforty miles
south of Nampa; in fact, so numerousare they that hunters from here
regularlyvisit that sectionat the openingof the shootingseason,two guns
on one occasionkilling 44 Quail in two hours.

