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GeneralNotes.

Auk
Oct.

wave of November1 and 2, 1911,broughtthe duckssouthalmostby
the millions. The Eider was shot by a Doctor Page of Sioux Falls and is

now in the possession
and displayedin the place of businessof William
Sweetof this city.-- S.S. VISHER, Universityof SouthDakota, Vetmillion,

•tecords from Nippinickett Pond, Bridgewater, Mass.--The
capturesof the followingduckson NippinickettPond seemworthy of
record. EuropeanWidgeon,Marecapenelope,
Nov. 7, 1902. Shotby A.
C. Dyke.
Two EuropeanWidgeons,Marecapenelope,
Oct. 22, 1910, from a flock
of 4 birds. Shot by Harry P. Sturtevant.

EuropeanWidgeon,Mareca penelope,
Oct. 23, 1910. Shot by A. C.
Dyke.
Hutchin's Goose,Branta canadeneishutchinsi,Oct. 8, 1910, from a

flock of six birds, the other five being Canada Geese. Shot by Messrs.
Frank C. Drake and Irving A. Hall.

All the specimenswere obliginglyidentifiedby Mr. Win. Brewsterof
Cambridge.--ARTH•SRC. DYEE, Bridgewater,Mass.
Sora Rail (Porzana carolina) in New Mexico.--On the morning of
August27, 1912, at State College, New Mexico, I picked up, dead, an
immature Sora Rail that had flown against a telephone wire and broken .

its neck. On the night of August23, 1912,about 10 o'clockr. M., a flockof
birds flew over me on the mesa, headed northeast- away from the Rio
Grande. The sizeof the birds and their mannerof flight, as seenby the
moonlight,in conjunctionwith the findingof the abovespecimen,lead me
to believe thesebirds were of the same species.

To my knowledge,this is the first specificrecordof this speciesin the
state, certainlyin this locality. There has been an unusualamountof
rainfall in this regionduring the month of August,which may accountfor
their presence
hereat this time, for our mesacountryoffersno inducements
to them naturally.-- D. E. MERRILL,StageCollege,N.M.

Early Occurrence of the White-rumped Sandpiper (Pisobiafuscicollis)in Maine.-- A male White-rumpedSandpiperin nuptial plumage
was securedon April 27, 1912, at ScarboroughMaine.

The bird was alone.

The only otherinstancesof its occurrence
in the state in spring,known

to me, arethoserecordedby Mr. Nathan CliffordBrown,May 30, 1881,
and May 29, 18823 Both of theserecordedby Mr. Brown are in the
collectionof the Portland Society of Natural History, and the one here
recorded in that of the writer.

The bird accordingto Mr. W. W. Cookeis rare on the Atlantic coastof
the United States, in spring,north of Virginia,• and its occurrenceat this
t Proc. Portland Society of N.H.,
II. p. 27.
t Bull. 35, U. S, Biol. Survey, p. 38,
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seasonhas been later than the closeof the first week in May. •-- ARTHUR
H. NORTON,Portland, Me.
Uncommon Shore-birds seen in Essex County, Massachusetts.--

Clark'sPond,Ipswich,
July24,1912,onefullplumaged
KilldeerPlover
(Oxyechus
vociferus). Eagle Hill, Ipswich,July 31, 1912,beforeany shooting was allowedwe found five Killdeer Plover. Four werefeedingtogether
in a marsh hole and one flew over.

The birds were so tame we could see

all their markings. When startledthey flewutteringtheir ' Kill-dee' note.
EagleHill, Ipswich,August7, 1912,oneBuff-breastedSandpiper(Tryn•ites subru•coIIis,)in the grassyedgesof Mr. A. B. Clark's pond. This
was a new bird to me but easilyidentifiedby the generalbrownishyellow
colorand the specklings
on the wings.
Nabant Beach, August 10, 1912, one Willet (probablyCatoptrophorus
semipalmatus
inornatus)soexhaustedafter a longflight that, asit crouched
on someseaweed,I thought the bird was woundedand went up to examine

it. When I waswithinfifteenfeet it stoodup andstretchedits wingsover
its backshowingthe beautifulblackand white markings,the black axillars
and the greenishlegs. After a few momentsthe Willet took a short flight
over the water giving its ' Pill-willy ' notes,then returnedto a clump of
seaweedjust ahead of me and there I left it.

Clark'sPondIpswich,August14, 1912, one Willet seenat closerange.
Clark's Pond Ipswich, August 17, 1912, the same Willet, which Mr.
Maynard said was a young Western Willet.

Eagle Hill, August 28, 1912, three Killdeer Plover apparentlyin full
plumage.--LIDIAN E. BRIDGE,WestMedford,Mass.
Killdeer (Oxyechus
vociferus)at Lancaster, Mass.--I have a small
pondof aboutthree acreswhereI keep a collectionof ducks. This year
owingto the droughtit wasvery low and the muddyshoresaffordedgood
feedinggroundfor any wadersthat might comealong.
On June16, I wassurprisedto hearthe noteof a Killdeer andgoingto
the pond I discoveredfour. They seemedvery tame and were busily
occupiedin feeding. This wasin the afternoon. They remainedfor about
an hour,then flewoff. The next morningthey wereback againand remaineduntil about 11 o'clock,then disappeared.The sameafternoon

theycameagainandremained
until5 o'clock,whentheyflewaway. This
continueduntil June26, whenI shottwo, whichprovedto be adultmales
in wornplumage. The othertwo camebackthe nextday. On June30,
two new onesappearedwith the othertwo, makingfour in all on the pond
that day. On July 1, 2, and 3, only three were seen. They remained
until July 6, whenthey disappeared
andthey havenot beenseensince.
When they left the pondthey alwaysflew in the samedirection- to-

wardsthe big Clintonreservoir. My theoryis that thesebirdsbredthere
last year and asthe shoreswerevery low it affordedthem excellentfeeding

