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The propertiesof all the Currituck Clubs are now gunnedmore systematically than in the old days, so that larger yearly averages do not
necessarilypoint to an increasein actual numbersof the species.
A fact relative to the dispersalof the Mallard is brought out plainly by
comparingthe proportionatenumbersof Mallards and Black Ducks month
by month at Swan Isle. The seasonopensNovember 10 and endsthe first
of March. I give below the proportion of Mallards to Blacks month by
month for the three seasons,1909-10, 1910-11, 1911-12, and also the
actual numbers of the Mallards
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It is easyto seethat there is a great falling offof Mallards from November
to January. I believe that the diminishing numbers after November
indicate the passingalong of a flight.
I should attribute the extraordinarily small numbersof Mallards killed

in the past season,1911-12, at Swan Isle, to the fact that the Club cut
down by at least one-half the usual output of bait, were it not for the
fact that this was a very lean year for Mallards at the Currituck Club,
the proportion being only 17% and the actual numberswell under one
half of the usual bag. This is very nearly as low as the bad Mallard year
of 1899-1900 which as mentioned above gave only 15%. ßMr. Thayer
assuresme that the Currituck Club recordscan be absolutelyrelied upon,
and I can vouch for the last three years at Swan Isle.--J. C. P•XLL•PS,
Wenham, Mass.

Dispersal of the Australian Duck (Anas superciliosa).-- In 19l 1 an
old pair of these birds was allowed to hatch and bring up nine young.
These were banded on August 17 (not unfortunately with the American
Associationbands), and placed in the Wood Duck pond, where they grew
their flight feathers. Late in Septemberthese young birds began to move
about the place. They remained very tame. I know of three that were
shotin Wenham. Two individuals,however,stayedaboutuntil December
17. By that time they had becomefairly wild, having of coursebeenmore
or less persecuted. After December 17 none was seen until mid-•vinter,
when on February 20, 1912, a single onc came back and was found in the
winter duck yard. It alloweda closeapproachsothat its band was plainly
visible, and then flushedand fie•vaway in an eastcrIydirection. Up to the
presentdate (Aug. 20) no more have returned.
The Australian duck, Anas superciliosa(I disregardthe genusPolionetta
becauseit servesno usefulpurposeas far as I am aware), is a widely distributed species,probablynearly, if not entirely non-migratory. As given
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by Salvadoriin the Catalogueof Birds, Vol. 27, it occurs' from Java and
Timer to Southern New Guinea, Australia, New Zealand sub-region,and
Polynesia, including the Pelew Islands.'
Mr. Gregory M. Mathews writes me under date of Aug. 14, 1912, that
there are several subspeciesof this duck outside Australia which he is

inclinedto admit as valid becausethis bird is not a real migrant, although
it flies long distancesat times.
The return of oneof my Australianduckson February20, suggests
that
there was no attempt at migration, and that the birds were either starved
out or shot in this neighborhood.-- J. C. PmLL•rS, Wenham,Mass.

TheEuropean
Teal(Nellion-•crec•a)'•gain
Rett•rnix•g'•0
Wenham•
Mass.-- In ' The Auk,' 1911,page366,I told of the migrationandreturn
of a EuropeanTeal raisedin captivity here at Wenham. The bird arrived
April 19, 1911 after an absencesince December 6, 1910.
All summer of 1911 this bird was in or near the pond. On November 25

our captive fowl were placed in winter quarters, and our Teal vacated.
Four other poorly pintoned European Teal escapedat the same time,
having grown outer secondaries
or new primarieslong enoughto enable

them to fly. Our bird, however,did not leaveuntil December31, as she
wasseenseveraltimesaboutthe pondand lake until that date. Wenham
Lake closedduring the first few daysof January, 1912,the fall having been
extremely mild.

On the morningof April 18, 1912, our bird was again back in the pond
whereshewas hatched,having arrived during the night or early morning;
thus completingher secondmigration. That day she was quite shy, and
flushedimmediately,but soonreturned. I sawher first on April 20. She
wasthen perfectlytame and couldwith difficultybe drivenfrom the pond.
On April 23 another Teal appearedin the pond; whether an escapeof
last fall, or someother bird, can only be conjectured. This bird did not
remain long, however.

It is fair, I think, to considerthe first arrival the samebird as before
reported,thoughthere is no absoluteevidence. The datesof springarrival

onthetwoyearsareI thinkintere•t!•ng.•..J.._._C.
p•x•?:•,..W_e•ha•,_
Mas•s.
Northern Eider in South Dakota; a new record for the interior
of North America.-- It is my privilege to announcethe capture, November 4, 1911, of a Northern Eider, Somateriamollissimaborealis,in Lake
County, eastern South Dakota. The identification is by the Biological

Survey. Wells W. Cooke writes 'not only the first record for South
Dakota, but the first record for the whole interior of North America.'
Adrian Larson of Sioux Falls, who at my suggestionsent the specimento
Washington for identification, suppliesthe following notes: This bird,
which is either a female or an immature male, was shot about forty miles
north in a lake region 'locally called Madison Pass.' The severe cold

