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A Female Cardinal Wintering

2I I

in Concord, Mass. -- Mrs. Russell Robb

of Concordgives me permissionto recordthe presenceof a female Car'dinal (Cardœnaliscardinalis) on her'placeon PunkatassetHill. The bird
was first seenon the 28th of January,x9o5,and on February23 is still
about. During the winter monthswhen the dayswereshortthe bird would
come to be fed at nine in the morning and early in the afternoon. Now
that the days are longer it comes by six •x.•., and in the afternoon not
until

four.

This is the secondfemale besidethe one that bred in Cambridge,to be
notedin Massachusetts.
-- REG•XLD Hm3• How•, J•.• Concord,Mass.

Decreaseof Purple Martins on Long Island, N. ¾.--Seeing a note
on Purple Martins in Concord,Mass.,a short time ago in • The Auk,' I
thought the following might possiblybe of some interest. Three summers ago,Purple Martins (PrOgwesubt•)wereverycommonat Q.uogue,
L. I., aud bred in boxes erectedfor their occupation. The summer of
I9o3 they had decreasedin number,and last summerthey had disappeared
apparentlyfrom the locality. I am afraid English Sparrowstook possession of their

boxes.

The summer of I9o3, I killed a Black-breastedPlover (Squalarola
squatarola) on July I, as recordedin • The Auk' (XXI, p. 79). Last sum-

met I saw one on July 6, with a very black breast, but unfortunately
missedhim. Snipe and Plover were exceedinglyrare all last summer.-F. W. Kom3f;,New York City.
The Loggerhead

Shrike in Connecticut in Winter.--I

am indebted to

Mr. Wilbur F. Smith, of South Norwalk, Conn.,for the opportunityof
recordingthe captm'eof a very dark-coloredspecimenof the Loggerhead
Shrike (Lanœusludovicœanus)
taken at Sonth Norwalk, Conn., on February •7, •9o5, and brought by him to me for identification. The bird was

found woundedby the roadside,and brought alive to Mr. Smith, but died
soonafter beiugtaken into the warm air of a housefrom a temperatureof
nearly zero out of doors. This may have hastened the bird's death,
although it had lost one eye and the left half of the tail, and was found
on dissectionto have received severe internal injuries.
As there are severalwinter recordsfor the Northern Loggerhead Shrike

(L. I. mt•rans) in southern and middle New England, the chief interest
in the presentconnectionis the exceptionallydark colorationof the specimen, which is very much darker even than the darkestFlorida specimen
I have ever seen. The upper tail-covertswere nearly as dark as the back;
the lower parts were as dark gray as is the back in an averagespecimen
of ludovict'anus
from l•'1oridaor the Gulf States,while the upperparts
were many shades darker; even the throat, lower tail-coverts, and the

tips of the rectrlceswere strongly grayish white instead of clear white,
as in ordinary specimens. The bird is thus strikingly darker than
mœ•rans,being, as said above,darker than even very dark specimensof

