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often quite extended, dealing with the general habits of the species as well 
as its nest and eggs. Naturally much space is given to the history of the 
Bower-birds, •vith illustrations of their bowers as well as of their nests 
and eggs. The work is admirable in design, and Mr. North's well-known 
attainments as an authority on the Australian ornis is a guaranty of thor- 
oughness in the execution of this great undertaking.--J. A. A. 

Madar/tzs's Birds of Hungary. l --This forms a quarto volume of about 
70o pages, illustrated with nine plates, most of them colored, and •7 o 
text figures, mostly of heads and structural details. It is published, 
unfortunately for English readers, in the Hungarian language, but there 
is a summary of the work in German, forming nearly one third of the 
volume. This is a systematic, annotated list of the 364 species authentic- 
ally recorded as found in Htmgary, with a statement of their manner of 
occurrence and distribution, xvith references to the main text where they 
are fully described, with synonymy and other technical details. The 
work is by a master, and must prove of great convenience and importance 
to students of the Hungarian ornis. It is published by the National Mus- 
eum at Budapest, and is in every way a most creditable example of book- 
making. It originally appeared in fifteen parts, issued at irregular inter- 
vals froth October, •899, to April, I9O3.--J. A. A. 

8eth-Smith's Handbook of Parrakeets.--Parts I-V of this attractive 

work 2 have appeared during the last year. It relates especially, as the 
title indicates, to such species as are kept in captivity, and these are 
very numerous. The external characters of the species are given briefly, 
with some account of their distribution and habits, but more special refer- 
ence is made to their habits, hardiness• etc., in captivity, and their proper 
food and treatment under such artificial conditions. In some cases quite 
extended accounts are given of their habits in their native wilds. Some 
five pages are given to the history of our "Carolina Conure," as here 
called• xvhich, in view of its approaching extermination has a sad inter- 
est. The 17 colored plates thus far issued give very satisfactory figures 

•A Magyar Nemzeti Muzeum Kiadv•nya. Magyarorsz/•g Madarai. A 
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• Parrakeets: being a practical Handbook to those Species kept in Cap- 
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of 28 species, and there are many excellent full-length text cuts of addi- 
tional species. The book will have much interest as a popular account 
of a very attractive group of birds, and will be, of course, of special value 
to avicultnralists.--J. A. A. 

Shufeldt on the Osteology of the Steganopodes. '-- In a quarto memoir 
of over one hundred pages, illustrated with numerous text figures aud 
ten half-tone plates, Dr. Shufeldt here presents at length the results of 
his studies of tile osteology and relationships of the Steganopodes. 
first su,nmarizes the classifications proposed for the group by previous. 
authors and their views as to the relationships of the several types com- 
posing the group, and then proceeds to a detailed comparative description 
of the osteology of Pha•7/ton, Sula, Anh[n•a, Phalacrocorax, Pelecanus• 
and Freffala. He closes xvith some remarks on the classiCcation of the 
several types composing the order, which he divides into three super- 
families (Pelecanoidea, Pha•thontoidea, Fregatoidea), the first embracing 
the families Pelecanidm, Phalacrocoracidm, Anhingi&e, and Sulid:e, the. 
others comprising each a single family, consisting respectively of the 
genera Phak7hon and Freffa. la. Of the other families, each is also mono- 
typic• as regards genera, except Phalacrocoracidm, to which are referred 
the two genera iøhalacrocorax and Nanno•lerum. His arrangement thus 
agrees with Dr. Stejneger's, proposed in •882, and follo•ved in the A. O. 
U. Check-List.--J. A. A. 

Shufeldt on the Classification of Certain Groups of Birds. 2 __ The groups 
are the ' superorders' Archornithiformes (consisting of Archc•oibleryx ), the 
Dromaeognathm (comprising the Ostriches, Rheas, Emues. and Casso- 
wa,'ies, and the extinct Moas and the Roc (.4E•yornis), and the Odonto- 
holcte (the extinct Hesperornithidze and /Enaliornithid•e. Extended 
quotations are given from Huxley, Forbes, the Parkers (W. K. and T. 
J.), Marsh• and others, from which sources a summary of the structural 
characters of the diverse members composing these groups is here pre- 
sented. The superorder Archornithiformes equals the •subclass' Saurur•e 
of many recent authors; the superorder Dromaeognath• includes all 
the existing and extinct struthionine birds, and is divided into five 'sub- 
orders '• as follows: Struthiornithes, Rheornithes, Casuariornithes, Din- 
ornithes, and J•pyornithes. Each of these is treated at considerable 
length, their differential characters noted, and tho•'e of their constituent 

• The Osteology of the Steganopodes. By R. W. Shufeldt, M.D. Mem- 
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