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terior extremity of theocciput;rest of head showing blending of broxvn 
of •9. acul•t with brilliant metallic green of o • A. boschas with strong 
tendencies toward the latter, the postocnlar region, extending from the 
eye backward across the bead and from the stripe on the upper head diag- 
onally downward to a point opposite the base of the lower •nandible, 
bronze-green• which in the remaining portions of the head and neck 
shades into more definite bronze; open collar of lower neck .50 wide in 
front, widening to .75 on sides, and in rear extending upward into points, 
and here being •.5 o wide, thus shoxving a clear and very interesting cmn- 
bination of the regular narrow open collar of • A. boschas and the long 
xvhite stripes of the hind neck of c• D. acura; upper chest, covering an 
area 4 in. across from neck collar, light cinnamon sho•ving a blending of 
the dark chestnut of o • A. boschas with the white of • /9. acula; lower 
chest• breast and abdomen grayish white (not as dark as in o • .4. boschas 
nor as light as in o • D. acura), lower chest covering an area 2 in. wide 
without zigzag markings but mottled with half concealed circular brown- 
ish spots (the terminal portions of shaft markings as in • D. acuta); 
re•naining lower parts with faint zigzag dusky markings as in • .4. 
bosc•as; sides and flanks as in o • .4. boschas; back and rump very much 
as in • D. acula but markings narrower and white much less prominent; 
tail 5.75, the four middle feathers (which are not as pointed as in o • D. 
acula) forxning the ' pin,' one feather of each of the middle and second 
pairs overlapping the other along the midrib, the middle pair dishing up 
at an angle of 45 ø and the second pair at an angle of 20 ø , thus showing a 
tendency to curl as in o • .4. boschas; two middle tail feathers iridescent 
green, two second feathers bronze-green narrowly edged •vith white• 
retnaining tail feathers with gray centres and white edgings as in o • D. 
acula but edgings broader; upper and under tail-coverts as in • D. acula; 
scapulars brownish gray, darker than in o • ]). acula and lighter than in 
• .4. boschas, with zigzag markings finer than in • D. acteta and a trifle 
coarser than in o • .4. boschas, with jet-black scapular patch corresponding 
to that of • /9. acura but of less extent, being only 2.50 in. long by .5 ø in. 
broad; speculum brilliant metallic green like that of head of c• .4. boschas 
in marked contrast with the metallic violet speculum of o • .4. bosc•as and 
the purplish brunze speculmn of • D. acula, also differing from both 
these species in its anterior bordering• which in this hybrid is bicolored 
--grayish brown posteriorly and grayish white anteriorly; remaining 
wing markings as in o • .4. boschas; legs and feet same size and color as 
in .4. boschas.--A. H. F•:LG•R, Denver, Col. 

The King Rail in Plymouth County, Massachusetts.-- On January 20, 
•9o3, an adult female, ]Fallus eleffaus was short by Mr. Clarence Chandler 
at Ellisville, Plymonth County, Mass. The bird was at once sent to me 
and proved to be quite fat and in fine plumage. When shot the rail was 
skulking among some low bushes and dry grass near a salt marsh.-- 
ARTHUR L•NCOLN REAGH, M.D.. PVest ]?oxbury, Afttess. 


