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extended; to the Washington members of the Union for the
cordial welcomeand generoushospitalityshownvisitingmembers;
to Prof. S. P. Langley,Secretaryof the SmithsonianInstitution,
for his polite invitation to the membersof the Union to visit the

National Zo/51ogical
Park; and to the Superintendent
of the Park,
Dr. Frank Baker, throughwhomthe invitationwas received.
Dr. T. S. Palmer, Mr. Frank M. Chapman and Dr. C. W.
Richmond were appointed •Committee on International Bird

Protection,'and RuthyenDeane and William Dutcher delegates
to the forthcomingCongress.
The questionof holding a Special Meeting of the Union in
California duringMay or June,•9o3, wasreferredto a Committee,

withpower.
On Friday,November
2•, afteradjournment
of the Union
s
manymembers
visitedthe NationalZo/51ogical
Park by invitation
of the Secretaryof the Smithsonian
Institution. Prof.Langley
receivedthe visitors,who were subsequently
taken throughthe
Park by Dr. Frank Baker,the Superintendent.
The Congressadjournedto meet in Philadelphia, November
•6, •9o3.
J•o.

H. SAC.•:,

•ecrelary.
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Breeding Grounds of the Black and Socorro Petrels. -- A Correction. --

In my recentpaper on the ' Birds of the Cape Region of Lower California,' I stated (p. 33) that "on July Io, I896, Mr. Anthony found some
Black and Socorro Petrels breeding together on one of the Coronados

Islands.•(inthe Gulf of California)." There is a CoronadosIsland lying
close to the eastern

shore of the Peninsula

in the Gulf of California

in

about latitude 26ø N.• and a group of islands bearing the same name
situatedoff the Pacificcoastonly about twenty miles southof San Diego,
California. Just what led me to attribute Mr. Anthony's observations
to the fol'mer locality I cannot now remember,but in so doing I was
evidently in error, for Mr. Frank S. Daggett writes me that he has
definite information to the effectthat Mr. Anthony did not visit the Gulf
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of California in •896, and further that on July •o of that year he was at
the CoronadosIslands near San Diego--where, moreover,Mr. Daggett
himself has since taken the eggs of both the Petrels above mentioned.WILLIAM BREWSTER,Cambr[dffe•Mass.

A Hybrid Duck.- After ten years of hunting for real wild hybrids,
the writer has finally succeededin securinga drake which he regardsas
an even mixture

of Mallard

and Northern

Black

Duck.

The

bird was

shot by the writer about a year ago, and he has waited some time for the
experience to be repeated--as often happens after one has once succeeded
in finding a bird or flower new to him-- but I have caught no mate for
my drake.

Severalthousandsof duckshave beenexaminedin the hope, not merely
of finding rare ducks in the market or in the strings of gunners, but
especially for indications of a crossedbreed. Often I have found ' blue
bills' which could be assigned only with great difficulty to the species
Aylhya c•nis or to A. marila. Especially was this true of females.
Measurementshave been found quite unreliable in deciding thesecases,
for it is a common thing to find a male of A. afffnlswhich is up to the
smaller measurementsof A. marœ1a,and often the flank markings are so
indefinite• and the head iridescencealso, that no one could say with precision what the bird was. IIybrids in these racesare pract•icallyindefinable.

But between the Mallard and Black Duck we expected to find crosses,

and also.to be able to distinguish them xvith certainty. While it has been
a common experience to come across Black Ducks which shoxv traces of
Mallard blood, as was Mr. Brewster's experience, I have been unable to

find any Mallard which could be said to bear tracesof a Black Duck infusion. It is true that tbese latter forms xvould be harder to distinguish,
but the young drakes and females were carefully examined with tim possibilities fully in mind.
' These

traces of Mallard

blood we have found

most common

in the form

recently described by Mr. Brewster as Arias obscura rubri•es--birds
which we have habitually called "Winter" or "Big" Black Ducks in this
vicinity.
The hybrid here under notice exhibits strong Black Duck characterson
the head, neck and back. The pattern and dusky shade of the Black Duck
are also shown on all portions of the plumage, even where the Mallard

affinitiesare strongest. Mallard bloodshowsstrongestin the white frame
of the speculum which is about one-half the typical width of white seen
in the Mallard• in the light shade and wavy cross vermiculations of the
scapulars,flanks and belly, io the blackish upper and under tail-coverts,
and in the green of the nape and sides of the crown.
This specimenwas in prime physical condition, an adult male with the
testes unusually well developedconsidering the time of year. -- ELoN
HOWARD EATON• Rochesler• 2V. Y.

