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Part II.

Land Birds.'•

-- Part II of Mr. Cory's 'Birds of Eastern North America' comprises the
'Key to tile Families and Species of the Land Birds,' to which is added
a list of all

the birds

of eastern

North

Ameriea.

The

•Land

Birds'

are

treated aftel' tile same plan as the ' Water Birds,'ah'eady noticed at some
length in this journal (Vol. XVI, •899, pp.366 , 367). There is the same
lavishhess of illustration and the same brevity of text, tile illustrations
'inboth casesforming tile main basis of the work, these being so nmnerous and so well-chosen that the text may be considered ns tile thread that
connects them and explaius their application. Ill this respect tile work
is unique. Bills, wings, tailsaud feet are tile parts chiefly figured. with a
full-lenglh illustration of at least one representative species for each

genus. Tile Keys are founded primarily on size as indicated by the
length of the closedwing, the land birds heing div.idedon this hasis illto
five ; groups,' which are suhdivided illtO ' sections' according to the form
of the bill or feet, etc.; these are subdivided, as occasion requires, on
other

characters.

In the order of make-up there is first an ;Index Key to Families'(pp.

i3• , •32); then tile ' Key to Families' (pp. t33-i48), in which the arrangemeat is xvholly arhltrary, heginning with tile Hummingbirds and ending xvith the larger game birds and the larger birds of prey. This is
followed hy the ' Key to tile Species' (pp. t49-324), ill which the falnilie.s,
with their genera and species, follow 9ach other in natural sequence.
The text trader each is reduced to a brief statement

of essential

characters.

Folloxving file name of each speciesand subspeciesis a reference by
number to tile 'List' that follows (pp. 325-387). This is a revised
reprint of tile author's previouslypublished' List of the Birds of Eastern
North America,' xvhich in arrangement and nomenctatnre follows
strictly tile A. O. U. Check-List. It comprises 5oo speciesand 7oaddi-

riohal subspecies,
all numberedconsecntivety,
and eachfollowed'by a
brief statement of its geographical rauge. The author ill his 'Key to
Fainlites' of North American birds has cerlainly reduced the difficulty of
identifying our birds to a minimare, and an3one so unforttmate as not
to be able to identify his specimens, ill alD' stale of phlmage, bv Mr.

Cory's 'Keys' may well give up the attempt in despair.--J. A. A.
'Avium Generum Index Alphabeticus.'--The
Club has recently published •'An

British Ornithologists'

Alphabetical Index to the Genera
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