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of wing muscles in birds which fly, so to speak, by main streagth'•and in 
wbicbthe humerus is reduced in length. The leg muscles are cnrious 
first by the absence of the •eroneus /one, us, a mnscle which rnna from 
the head of the tibia to the ripper end of the tarsus in Passeres, and 
second by the great smplification of the deep plantar tendons. In the 
Passeres, as we all know, one lendon flexes the first digit of the foot, 
xvbile another with three branches flexes the three front toes. In the 

true Swifts, Macropter),gid:e, the tendon of the bind toe isattached bv a 
short slip to the branch rnnniug to the fourth digit. I,• the other 
Swifts so far examined the txvn main tendons are completely fn•ed for 
some distance nitbough worked 1)v two muscles, Now in 
wbl}c the muscle which ordinari}x works the front toes, the •exor 

/orttns, is present, it bas no separate tendon, but is attached to the mus- 
cle of the first digii..ffexor/on•4,'us •a//•cz¾, and is diverted to the work 
pnlling on its tendon, which as n•ual runs np over the outer side of the 
belly of the musc}e. 11c}ow this sing}e /endon vends off fore' slips, one 
to each digit, tbns pre•enting' the •implest condition po•si})}e and literail)' 
realiziu•- Gadow's statement that the .•exor /o•/•rzzs h(t//t•czk is real})' a 
common flexor o• all digits, If a good generic characler is needed for 
[/emz•rocne. he,-e it is.-- F..X. Lt'c'As, l•ts•f•i•,'lon, D, C. 

The Authority for the Combination Cypseloides niger borealis,• In 
the Eighth Supplement 1o the A. O. U. Check-Li•t (Auk, Jan,, •897 ,XIV, 
•26) the second reference nnder C)75m,loldes nt•4,'er borea/t• is credited to 
Drew, Auk, Jan., •885,1I, •7, Turning to Mr. Ridgwa?a'Catalogueof 
North American l•ird•,' it is been at once that Mr. Drew was •ot the 

first to write C•l•se/ot¾•:s nt•4,•,/' bo/'e•tlL•'; and tinless one still earlier be 
frorod. the proper qt•olalion i• Ridgxwty, Proc, U.S. Nat. 5Ius., A,g. 
27, •88o, lIl. •S8,•1t.xl•v C. OgERUOLSVZ•{, l•tshi/•g•/on, D.C. 

Octh•ca frontalis (Lafr.) and Cardinalis granadensis Lafr.•In a 
paper published in the Revue Zoologique, •847, p- 67, Lafresnaye 
described a number of birds from Peru, Colombia, etc., colletled by M. 
Delattre, thetypesof which are nowinthe Phil:•delphiaAcademy. Most 
of these are well known, bnt t•vo- 7jrrannuht ./)'on/airY and Cartlinalis 
grt-altct(lellst• have been generall? overlooked, and neither name appears 
i, the British Mnsenm Catalogue of Birds. 

•3,rannuh• •'oulal[s was redescribed by Sclater as Oc//ta,ca cilrbttfrons 
(P. Z. 5., I862, • •3), which name re,st of conrse be relegated to synonymy. 
Carelift(t/is ffrtt•tetttens/,• from Colombia is probably a synonym of C. 
?ha, n/eta, us Bp. (type ]ocalily, Veneznela), though it should be considered 
if any subdivision of this species is deemed advisable. • WXT•R S'ro•E, 
Acad. •*t Sciences, 

Pica pica hudsonica in California,-- In Artgust last the ]3lack-billed 
Magpie was fonnd abundantly abot•t Alturas, Modoc County, I believe 
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this is a record for California. There is no question as to the identity for 
I am fa•iliar with both our American forms. ]'. Jtullallii occ•rs as far 

north along the Sacramento River as Shasta County.--R. C. 5IcG•/E(3OR, 
U.S. PYsh [[alche•3', Baltle Creek, C,tl. 

On the Genus Astragalinus Cabanis.--•Vhen Cabanis established the 
genius Aslrag'alt'nus (Mus. liein. 1, .}ul?, I85I , x59 ) he mentioned no 
type, but ranged under the generic name •{. ll't•'li.•', M..texh'(tntts, and A. 
columbt'•nzts, a•d i•l a fool•ole n•el•tions •tlso •4. •l•l,lCl'•l..• and .4. yarre/[[ 
"a• the nearest relatives of the type of the gen•s," which n•st, therei'ore 
have been oneof the above me•tioned species. In the catalogue of the 
t"ringillid•e in the collection of the British Muset•m (Cn•. I•J•'ds Brit. 
Mus. XII, •8S8, •92), ])•'. Sharpe gives the ripe as ]P•-/•(g•tYl(t t•'i.•tt•*' Lin- 
n•us; a•d that he is c()rrect i• doing' so is prove• 1)v lhe f•ct that tl•e 
only one of the •hree species named by Cal2anis 1o be •ade the type 
another supposed gent•s is lert'n•g,'t'/la •s•z/lri•t Say (colaspecific with 
Car(ltteltk mext'canus Swai•so•), which Gassin, f()urlce•a xeavs laler, 
desig•ated as type of his subgenus t•seudomi/rt5 (I'roc. Ac. Nat. Sci. 
Phila. 1865, 93). This clearly establishes FrlnA•Yla ll't)li$ as the type 
of the genus ylsl•'(•ff•tl//tz•s• eve• were 1• •$altrt'•t (with its subspecies 
mex/cang/s a•d columblanus) ge•eric;•lly disti•ct, which they are 
Ctr•'dtge[L• btzvre•tce[ Cassi• is also a• •slr•t•,'•t/t'nt/$, a•(] 11•e o•lv known 
species of the genus not me•tioned byCabanis. The ge•us is confined, 
so far as known, to North A•erica, one forn• barely e•teri•g the •orlhern 
frontier of the southern :o•ti•e•t. This is Asl•'a•e(tdt'•lUS •sallrht colu•n- 
bi(t•t•t, which ranges f•'onq Colon•bia to Costa Rica. C•t•-eh•el/6,3,•tr•-•,ll 
A•td•bon, which Cabanis, i• the t'ootnote cited above, refers to 
linus is a •$•[nus, as a•'e all other p•rel)' South An•erican species, as •xell 
as all of those •ecullar to Mexico a•d Ce•lral America (excel)ting , of 
course, the subspecific for•s of Astr•e.4r•tl//tus•s(t/lria ). 

The North American species a•d subspecies of •slrtt•,•tl[•tt•s are as 
follows :• 

529. Astragalinus tristis (LIx-X.). 
A. [slrtt•r•l[•tus] trt•tis CABAN'IS, •'[t•s. IIei•. I, July, iS,g•, •59- 

529 a. Astragalinus tristis pallidus 
,•29b. Astragalinus tristis salicamans 

S•[Itu$ lrzi•ll• salicamans G•{•xx'E•.•, Auk, XIV, Oct. •897 , 397. 
GROG. I)•ST. • Pacific coast district of U•ited States. 

53 o. Astragalinus psaltria (SAY). 
Aslra•aliuu$ •$altria RID(SWAY, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. III Aug. 27, 

•88o, •77. 
53oa. Astragalinus psaltria arizon• (Cov•s). 

Aslra•allnus •saltria arizonw Ri•vav, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. IlI, 
Aug. 27, 1880, •77' 

53ob. Astragalinus psaltria mexicanus (SwaiNs.). 


