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and engaged in collecting mud and straw or in attempted copulation, was 
a younzz bt'rd. t Of this I made sure by the most careful scrutiny with a 
glass at a distance of only D 5 or 2o feet. There were a few old birds in 
the flock, but they remained constantly on the fence. 

It seems evident, therefore, that the remarkable behavior of the birds 

which alighted in the road was simply an expression of premature deveI- 
opment, in the young, of the instincts and passions of nest-buiIding and 
procreation. It is, however, the only instance of this kind that has ever 
come under my observation.-- •VILLIAI•I ]•RlgWSTlgR, Cambridge, Mass. 

Remarkable Ornithological Occurrences in Nova 8cotia.--L•AsT 
BDTT•N (Botaurus exilis).--On March •6, •896 , an adult male in full 
pIumage was shot at Upper Prospect, Halifax County, N. S., and was 
brought to me for identification. This species has never before been 
taken in Nova Scotia and its occurrence is remarkable, particularly when 
we consider the early period of the year in which it was taken. It 
usually ranges only as far north as Massachusetts in the East, but 
stragglers have been taken in Maine and New Brunswick. In the latter 
Province some five individuaIs were killed between •877 and •88• on the 
Bay of Fundy coast. 

L•T'rz• Bzv• ItV:RO•' (Ardea c•erulea).--A male in adult plumage 
was kiIled at Lawrencetown, Halifax Connty, on March •8, •896--two 
days after the Least Bittern was shot. The bird was very thin. Another 
specimen, also an adult, was taken at Shut ttarbour, N. S., on April •o, 
•897. Only once previously has the species been collected in this Prov- 
ince. In the summer of •884 an immature specimen was taken at Cole 
Harbour, near Halifax. 

PVRPZE GAZZ•NUZE (Ionornis martinica).--This species is an acci- 
dental visitor. In •896 I saw an adnlt female which had been captured 
alive on Devil's Island, tIalifax Harbour, about January •6 of that year. 
It bad probably been injured by striking tide lighthouse upon that 
island. After being kept alive for about twenty-five days, it died and 
was mounted. I am told that another of tide same species was found 
dead at Chezzetcook, Halifax County, in tide same week as that in which 
the before-mentioned specimen was taken. Previous to this, two speci- 
mens had been taken in the Province. One of these was shot near 

Halifax on January 3o, •87o (Jones, American Naturalist, 1V, 253 ), and 
the other was captured alive in April, •889, and was kept for some time 
in an aviary by the late Mr. Andrew Downs (vt'de Transactions N. S. 
Inst. Nat. Sc., VII, 468 ). It has been reported as casual in the neighbor- 
ing Province of New Brunswick. 

WD•so•'s S•P• (Gallinago delicata).--A partial aIbino was shot 
about October •, •894, at Canning, King's County. 

L•.Pw•N• (Vanellus vanellus). -- On March •7, •897, one of these 
birds was found, dead, on the sandy shore of Ketch Harbour, near 
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Halifax. I examined the bird before it was skinned. Death bad evi- 

dently been largely caused by starvation, as the body was very thin. 
The occurrence of this European bird upou our coast is most remark- 
able. It is perhaps doubtful if there is another well-authenticated record 
of the capture of the bird in temperate America, for Mr. Ridgway queries 
"Long Island" in the list of localities given in his ' Manual-' There 
canuot be the slightest doubt about the identification of the present 
specimen. 

BLACK VULTURE (Catharista atrata).--A Black Vulture was shot at 
Pugwash, Cumberland County, N. S., on Jauuary •2, •896, and was 
brought to 11alifax where I identified it. bin Chamberlain (NuttaWs 
Ornithology, •89• ) stales that it has been killed on Grand Mauan in 
the Bay of Fundy. I think it has not been elsewhere met with in the 
I)ominion of Canada. As i•* the case of the Least Bittern, the Little 

Blue Heron, the Gallinule, and the Lapwing, it will be observed that the 
present bird was taken at a very early period of the year. 

A•R•c^• CROW (Corvus americanus).--An albinistic Crow was 
killed near llalifax on October 6, •896. Its general colour •vas brown, 
darker on the throat, cheeks and belly; scapulars and feathers of back 
margined obscurely with wbitisb; primaries mostly whitish; tertials 
white; tail-feathers light reddish browu margined with whitisb on outer 
edge; legs, bill and iris, brown. 

WiNTEr( Wr(v:s (Troglodytes hiemalis). -- My brotber and myself 
found a nest of this species, coutaining a number of young, at Spry- 
field, near Halifax, on J•me i i, •894. It was simply a cavity in moss, 
silu upon tbe face of a rock close to the shore of a small lake. This moss 
was conslanlly saluralecl zvœlh waler which trickled from a bauk above and 
slowly flowed over the stone on which the moss grew. There is not the 
least doubt as to identification, for one of the parent birds was seen 
entering and leaving the exit several times. We were close alongside and 
could distinctly see the bird. In May, •$9•, •ve fouud a nest of the same 
species only a couple of feet from the site of the one just mentioned. It 
precisely resembled the latter in form, construction and materials, as •vell 
as in being saturated with moisture. A full description of the nest of 
t89• , which contained a nmnber of eggs, will be found in the ' Trans- 
actions' of the N. S. Institute of Science, VIII, 203. -- HARRY PIERS, 
IIaltf•x, N. S. 

Occasional Visitants at San Geronimo (Nicasio Township), Marin 
Co., California. -- Dryobates nuttallii. Nuxx^•L'S WOO•)PEe•EU.-- 
This bird is a common resident, tbough never numerous, about tbirty 
miles north of this place, but only one specimen has been seen in this 
locality. This was a female taken Feb. •4, •884. 

Sphyrapicus varius nuchalis. RED--NAPED SAPSUCKER.--TWO speci- 
mens taken in •89. • and one in •897-- all three shot in the family orchard 
adjoining the house. 


