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Fisher's Hawks and Owls from the Standpoint of the Farmer.•--This 
is a condensed and very useful summary of the relations of ]lawks and 
Owls to agriculture, based on Dr. Fisher's more elaborate 'Bulletin '• 
on the same subject. lie considers first the 'Cause of the Prejudice 
against Birds of Prey,' and then refers to 'some characteristics of rapa- 
cious birds,' and to the 'food habits' of the principal North American 
species, and then proceeds to briefly treat of the species under the several 
categories of wholly "harmless species of lIawks and Owls," "wholly 
beneficial llawks," "Ilawks and Owls mostly beneficial," and "harmful 
Hawks and Owls." Among the latter are theGyrfalcon, theI)uck Hawk, 
the Goshawk, Cooper's Itawk, and the Sharp-shinned 11nxvk, the two 
latter, owing to the northern distribution of the others, being really the 
onl?' species occurring in the United States in sufficicnt numbers to be of 
any particular importance as erierole.sol the farmer. Thesetxvo species, 
with the Goshawk, Dr. Fisher believes, are the cause of the "unjust 
hatred and suspicion xvith which our Birds of Prey are held," in conse- 
quenceof their often serious depredations npon poultry and game. The 
publication is timely and should do much to develop a more rational 
sentiment respecting the real character and the beneficial influence of 
most of these long-persecuted birds.--J. A. A. 

Beddard's ' Text-book of ZoiSgeography.':•-- In viexx of Mr. Beddard's 
excellent little work entitled 'Animal Colouration' (see Auk• X, •893, 
pp. •95-198), and his many valnahle contributions to technical zoi51- 
ogy, the present work i• not alittle disappointing and will bardIv add 
to the author's rept•tation as a careful and truqtworthy investigator. The 
pages give evidence of either haste or curelesshess, aside from the 
nnmerous typographical inaccuracies. Thus we are told, to cite a few 
examples, that Gall/•tula chloro]Su,• and To/rectus inca•tus (p. •o) are 
among th• comparatively few specie• "that hnve a world-wide range "; 
that the Cnra•sows (p. 27) occur in California; among the genera enum- 
erated as conlh•ed to the ' Pahearctic R,egion ' (p. 89) tire Per/soreus, 2Vucl- 
fra.•a, •..va•toct'tta, and .4canlh?s (!); Elttsmo•tathtts (p. io9) is said to 
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