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BREWSTER.

Oia examiningthe large seriesof Parula Warblers containedin
the United StatesNational Museumand in my own collection-in all upwardsof two hundred specimens--I find that the birds
which

breed

in the

lowlands

of

our

Southern

States

differ

so

appreciablyfrom those which pass their summers at the North

as to make it desirable to separatethe two subspecifically. The
southernform hasfirst claim to the name americana,for Catesby's
excellent plate and description of "t•arus frin•illaris" (Nat.
Hist. Car., etc. I, •73•, P. 64), on which Linnzeusbased his
t'arus americanus(Sys. Nat., I, x758, p. [9o), were unmistakably
taken

from

a southern

bird.

As

no one

of the

other

names

which have been applied to the speciesat large seems to be
clearly availablefor the northern form,t I proposeto call the latter
Compsothlypis americana usnea•,2 new subspecies. NORTU•
ERN PARULA

WARBLER.

Ty•e, • ad., No. 5392, Collection of W. Bre•vster, Lake U;nbagog,
Maine, May •4, •88•; W. Brewster.
• FicedulaludovicianaBriss. (Orn. IlL •76o, p. 500, pl. 26), Motacilla ludoviciana Gmel. (Sys. Nat. [, •788, p. 983, basedon Brisson) arid J/Zatacillaegues
Boddaert (Planches Enlum., •783, pl. 73•, fig. •, 709 fig. •) all relate exclusively to the southern bird. Sylvia torguata Vieill. (Ois. Am. Sept., 1[, •8o7,
p. 38, pl. 99) is in some doubt inasmuch as "New York" is mentioned in
connectionwith its range,but the accompanyingdescription,as far as it can

be identified,appliesto the southernform. .5•ylvia
pusilia Wils. (Am. Orn.
IV, t8rr, p. •7, pl. 28) is preoccupiedin Latham's 'Index Ornithologicus,'
Supplement,II. t8ot, p. 56, by 3),lvia pusilia -- ,4canthizapusilla Vigors, an
Australianbird belongingto the family 77meliid(z.
• This bird usually, if not invariably, builds its nest in or of the (fsnea
'moss,' xvhile its southern representative, the true C. americana, is almost

equally addictedto nestingin the Spanishmoss(Tillandsla).
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DIAGNOSES.

Compaothlypia americana.-- Averaging slightly smaller but witt• a
longer bill. Adult male with more yellow on the under parts and
less black or blackish on the lores and malar region; the dark collar
across the jugulum narrow, obscure,often nearly wanting; the chest
pale, diffuse russet,without obviousmarkings.
tlreedinff ]?anffe.--The South Atlantic and Gulf States east of Texas,
northward near the Atlautic Coast to the District
interior to Mt. Carmel, Illinois.

of Columbia, and in the

C. a. uane•e.--Averaging' slightly larger but with a shorter bill. Adult
male with lessyellow on the under parts and more black or blackish on
the lores and malar region; the dark collar acrossthe jugulum black or
blackish, broad and conspicuous; the chest mottled or spotted with rich
brownish

chestnut.

t3reedingr]?an•c•e.--New England, New York, and westward along the
northern tier of States, northward

into the Maritime

Provinces and Canada.

Although the characters just pointed out are all, apparently,
of greater or less diagnosticvalue, no one of them, unfortunately,
is quite constant. The most reliable distinction is that of the
depth and definitionof the reddish brown on the chest. With
both forms the feathersof this part havebrown centresand yellow
margins,but in americanathe brown is so pale and suffusedwith
yellowishthat the whole area over which it is distributedappears
nearly uniform in tone, whereas in usne•ethe brown is so rich

and red (approachingchestnutin many birds) that it contrasts
strongly with the yellow by which it is bordered,and gives the
plumage the appearanceof being rather distinctly mottled or
spotted. This differenceis ahnostas pronounced'inyoungmales
in autumn as in old birds in breeding plumage. A still more
striking character is to be found in the relative depth and extent

of the dark collar on the jugulum,but while in fully seventy-five
per cent of my specimensof usne•ethis collar is much broaderand
blacker than in any of the examplesof americana,a few spring
malesof the former have it but poorlydefinedor even practically
wanting. Suchbirds are probablyimmature. With someof them
the yellow of the under partsis quite as extendedas in typical
americana,
but as a rule uynere
has much the lessyellow of the two,

'especially
on the throat. It is difficultto separate
femalesof the
two forms saveby the differencein size, and in the shapeand pro-
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portions of the bill, but the female of americanais usually yellower
beneath than that of z•s•w•eand much more rarely shows any
distincttracesof blackishon the jugnlum.
It is probable that in the main the breedingrange of C. ameriramz is confi•md within the low parts of the South where the

Spanishmoss(7}7hi/zdsia)
flourishes,
andthat C. a. z•sne•e
is to be
found in stunrueronly where the 'Old Man's beard'
grows,but the smnmer distribution of the northern bird is evidently not fully co-extensivewith the distributionof its favorite
'moss,'and the sonthernform passessomewhatbeyondthe northern limits of the ]7?la/t&ia region, for it is represented in my
series by several apparently typical exa•nplesfrom Washington,
I). C., and Mr. Carmel, illinois. Unfortunately I have seen no
summer birds from the regions immediately to the northward of
thesepoints, where, it may be asstuned,the two forms approach
each other more or less closelyif they do not actually intermingle.
That they sometimes intergrade is shown conclusivelyby five
breeding•nalestaken by Mr. Scott at Wytheville and Mountain
L•tke, Virginia. in June aud July, t88 9. In respect to color and
markip.gs these birds are about inter•nediate between americana
and z•stze(v,
but their bills are as large as in extreme specimensof
the former. 1 have several other similar specimens collected
dnring the migration in Florida.
Melospiza fasciata merrilli, new subspecies. MI•;RR[LL'S
SONG
SI'ARROW.

•$'ubs•cc•.'ffc
characlers.-- Similar to J'fi;lo.,75/ztt_/;tschtta
•,'u/tala but with
the bill smaller, tl•e ground color of the upper parts• including the sides
of the head nlqd neckslighter and more ashy, the dark markings (espe-

cially thoseof the back) blackerand more sharply defined,the white of
the m•(ter pro-rsclearer and more extended.

7)½c, • ad. (Xo. 46,o26,Collection ofXV. Brewster,collector'sNo. 947)
Fort Sherman, Idaho, March 6, •S95; Dr. J. C. Merrill, U.•.

A.

],eng-th,"6.•o"; X•il•g, 2.63; ntil, 2.58; tarsus, .84; leng'th of cuhnen
from feathers, .44; depth of bill at nostrils, 2 5.

in respectto the size and shape of the bill, the length of the
tail, the characterand definitionof the dark •narkingsof the breast,
sides and back, and the extent of the white on the under parts,
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this form, of which Dr. Merrill has sent me nine specilnensfroin
Fort Sherman,is apparentlyintermediate between •..f.
and A•.f. g•ztta/tr. It differsfrom both, however,in the ground
color of its npper parts which are generallyof a dark but clear
ashybrown very unlike the faded grayish brown of mo/z/•r/•rand
wi•h but little of the rich, dull rnsty whichsnffusesthe plumageof
,;•////•r/•. Of the thirteen specimens of mer•'i//i one taken in

at&tuntoaffords the nearest approach to g•e//a/•. The spring
birds (someof whichwere collectedin April and Ma,y) are all
esentially similarto the type of
Dr. Merrill writes me that this Song Sparrow breeds at Fort
Shermanwherehe took four nestsand setsof eggsin [895.
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REFERRIN(;
lny renders to ' The Auk' for January, •895, page
32, I now desire to put before them under the same title, some

fnrtherdata collectedduringthe past summer. It had beenmy
intention to visit Muskegetthis year on tim same dates as last,
that comparisonsmight be better made of results. }tad •ny
purpose been carried out, which it was not, such would not have
proved concltlsive,for the reasonthat although the Terns arrived

a week earlier than they did in •894 and •'q93, and ten days
earlier than in I$92 , they apparently did not commenceto lay
their eggsasearly this seasonas last, for it wasnot until May _8,
•395, that the first two nests,each containingone egg, were discovered,notwithstandingMr. Sandsburyhad taken daily walks
over Muskeget Island proper for this pnrpose,commencingon
May 20. The first eggsnotedin •894 werefoundon May 2i.
•Read before the Nuttall Ornithological(*lub, t)ctolmr 2•. •S95.

