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From the series of /O,/oscopus examined [ would not consider 
that it is ever "pure white" bek)w, though always •nuch nearer 
white than harrisi. There is always a slight smoky brown or 
soiled appearance to the phnnage of tim breast and belly, quite 
noticeable in contrast with the Rocky Mountain race. I have 
never seen a specimen from California that f should call typical 
ha/v'isi, though a few of the more northern skins are rather near 
that race, and a specimen from Lake County, California (Barrett 
Mr.) is •nuch nearer harrisi than hy/oscopus. 

The habitats of the three western races •night be inaped as 
follows: 

Dr),ohales vi/los•s harris/.--From British Columbia south to 
northern California (Barrett Mr.). 

J'). 7,i/los/IS ld'/osctCus.--California south to San Pedro Martir 
Mrs., Lower California, east to Chiricahua Mrs., Arizona. 

J'). vi//osus monhmus.--Northern New Mexico, north to Montana 

and Idaho. Utah (Uintah Mrs.5. 

I)ESCRIPTI()N OF A NEW JAY FROM MEX[C(). 

IIY GERRIT S. MIL1,ER, JR. 

.•N undescril)ed Jay collected by Mr. W. B. Richardson in the 
mountains near Bolafios, Jalisco, Mexico, in February, •889, 
differs in many ways from .4/5/w/ocoma co•chi Baird, its nearest 
relative. It may be called 

Aphelocoma gracilis, sp. nov. 

•25. Ch.--A little smaller than •l]Shelocoma couchi Baird and with dis- 
proportionatet)' slender bill and weak feet; color throughout much grayer 
titan in •. co•tchL 

Adull ,tale (T)pe No. 5658. collection of Gerrit S. Miller, Jr., Sierra 
Bolafios, Jali•co, Mexico, Vebruarv 26, •SS 9. W.B. Richardson collector): 
Back smoke g'ra• •aintlv linged witl• blue; rump, upper tail-coverts, 
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pileurn, and sides of neck pale glaucous blue; cheeks and auriculars 
brownish slightly tinged xvith bhte;wings blue of a shade somewhat 
darker than that of head, the flight feathershrownlsh on the inner webs 
and gray beneath; tall like wings, but the feathers shoxvingfaint trans- 
verse darker bars when held in certain lights, and blue extending over 
most of inner wehs; whole ventral surface of body pale drah gray' without 
trace of blue, darker across chest and on thighs, fading to dirty white on 
belly and crissum: feet and billhlack, the latter marked with pale horn 
color at tip al•d along cuttin,• edges from base to region about opposite 
nostrils. 

None of the eleven specimens of `4.Phe/ocama couch/that [ have 
seen are near enough to `4. •rac//is, either in size or color, to 
cause any difficulty in distinguishing the two birds. The blue on 
the head, wings, tail, and upper tail-coverts is darker and much 
more intense in •4. r•tchi than in `4. •rac//is, while iu unworn 
specimens of the former the bhte of the back is only just per- 
ceptibly dulled with gray. In the type, however, which was killed 
in April, the plumage is so nmch abraded that the color is much 
grayer than in fresh autumnal skins. The type of `4. •racilis, 
taken in February, is apparently unworn, yet the back is notice- 
ably grayer than in the type of `4. couch/, and entirely different 
frmn fresh speci•nens of the latter. In `4phelocoma couch/ the 
cheeks are either concolor with the pileran or so slightly tinged 
with brown as to make no strong contrast. In `4. g, racih•', on the 
other hand, the cheeks are noticeably browner than the pileurn. 
The gray of the chest and thighs is in .4. couch/always strongly 
tinged with blue (except in much worn specimens), while in 
•1. •r•w//is it is entirely unmixed with this color. The bill of 
•I. couh/varies considerably in shape, in immature birds appear- 
ing shorter and thicker than in the adults, but never approaches 
the weak slender bill of ./l. ,¾raci/is. In M. couch/ the bill is 

e•ttirely deep bluc black except at the tip where it is pale horn 
color. In `4. g•r•rrih•', on the other hand, the cutting edges from 
the base to near the middle are pale horn color like the tip. No 
trace of such marking can be seen in any of the specimens of 
,4. coz•chi, although the series represents all ages frmn the adult to 
young not wholly moulted from the tirst plmnage. The feet of 
the two birds differ greatly in size though not in the proportion 
of the various parts. The accompanying drawings show the 
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differences between the bills and feet of the two species. They 
were made by Mr. Frank Mttller frotn the type of A. gracilis and 
an adult male A. couchL the latter taken at Villar, San Luis Potosi. 

A•helocoma coucM is now known to range from Monterey, 
Nuevo Leon (the type locality), south to Zacatecas and central San 
Luis Potosi. Over this area the species is very constant in size 
and color. The more southerly specimens, however, are slightly 
larger than those taken farther north, while the largest in the 
series came from Jerez, Zacatecas. The fact that this specimen, 
taken at a point nearer the type locality of Ai•helocoma gracilis 
than any of the others, differs most widely of all from the smaller 
bird is a strong argument in favor of the specific distinctness of 
the two forms. 

My thanks are due to Mr. Robert Ridgway for the opportunity 
to examine the original specimens of Aphelocoma wuchi; and to 
Dr. C. Hart Merriam for the use of the Jays in the collection of 
the United States Department of Agriculture. 
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