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material differencein the quantity of markings,that the egg that
is first laid has the most, while the last is mostfree from spots.
With regard to their secondlaying when disturbed,it is
necessarilyhard to get accuratedata, and I am not at all certain
that they always do lay again. I do know, however,that they
are extremelyerratic, both as to time and place, when they do
lay again. If you have learned to know a pair, you can tell
pretty well about where their first nestwill be; but their second
nest hardly ever, for they are very apt to go off to some
unexpectedplace in someswamp or elsewhere,where you have
never known of their breedingbefore.•
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IN •ns catalogue of the •Birds of Lower California' Mr.

Bryant makesmentionof the unusuallyheavymarkingson the
lower partsof all oFthe ZIeleodytesff•nis taken by bin• on the
overland trip from Magdalena Bay to San Quintin. It was
these notes on the speciesthat suggestedthe investigationthat
led to the presentpaper.
During my first seasonin Lower California (•887) collections
were made from Ensenada--sixty miles south of San Diego-to San Anderes,aboutLat. 28ø 3o•, coveringa distanceof about
two hundred miles in latitude.

A fair

series of Cactus

Wrens

were taken• but these, unfortunately,were stolen•together with
my entire season'scollection. Later a serieswas securedfrom

aboutSan Quintin and San Telmo -- fifty miles north--but the
gap of aboutone hundredand fifty miles that intervenesbetween
Mr. Bryant'snorthernmostspecimensand mine from San Qulntin
remainsunrepresented. However, a sufficientseriesof Peninsula
and Southeru California skins has been brought together to
change,somewhat,the statusof both the Cape speciesas well as
1 The t894 nests, found since tiffs paper was written, have been added on the
accompanying map.
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the birds from the northern part of the Peninsula and adjacent
region of San Diego County, California. Unfortnnatelyno specimens are obtainable

fi'om the mouth

of the Colorndo

River

and

Gulf coastof Lower California, though Mr. F. Stephenshas
kindly loanedme, amongothers,a specimenfrom the Colorado
Desert

and two from Sonora.

Beginning•vith a specimenfrom La Paz (No. x5,oo3, Coil.
¾Vm. Brewster,April 4, x887), which Mr. Brewster assuresme
is perfectlytypical Z]. affint's, I find the entire lower parts well
sp•)ttedwith black, evenly distributed and of equal size on the
breast and lower parts. Those on the lower tail-coverts are
larger and on the chin slightly smaller; acrossthe breast the
spots are not quite so •vell defined and are a very little more
abundant, suggestingsomewhatthe nebuh)usspotting of this
regionin typical /]. brunneicalSillus. On the flanksand belly
there is the faintest possiblesuggestionof the rnfous found in
brunneicaibillus. All but the central tail feathers are fully
l)arred on the inner webs with qnadrate white spots,reaching
nearly or quite to the shaft.
Another specimenfrom La Paz, collectedby L. Beltting,
bears upon the label, in Mr. Belding's handwriting, •Typical
(B.)."
This shows rather heavier marks npon the throat and
upper breast but is otherwise the cotmterpart of the first
described. A third skin (No. zt6, California Acad. of Science)
is labeled "La Paz, Lower California," but is without other

data. This specimenrepresentsfairly well tile Wren met with
much farther north, but differs from either of the others in a more

heavilyspottedthroat and breastand smaller spotson the sides
andbelly. Tile latter featureis, ho•vever,not at all prominent
in any of the PeninsulaskinsI have exa•ninedand is perhaps
more prononncedin the present specimenthan iu any I have
seen from Lo•er

California.

Coming northwnrdalong the Peninsnlaa very heavily spotted
race is met with, which reachesits highest development,as far
as can be ascertainedby the seriesnow at hand, at San Telmo,
about fifty miles north of San Quintin.
This subspecies
I proposeto name]]eleodytesbrunnet'caibt'llus
bryanti, in honorof Mr. W. E. Bryant, whosenameis too well
known in connectionwith the ornithologyof Lower California to
make commenton my part necessary.
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Heleodytes brunneicapillus bryanti, subsp.nov.
Type, No. 3879, Coll. A. W. A., San Tehno, Lower California, April

3o, x893.
Subsp. char.--Differing from afnls in very much heavier spotting of
lower parts, the black predo•ninating, in extreme specimens, on the
throat and upper breast, and in its perfectly barred tail and slight
wash of rufous on belly and flanks; from brunneœcapillusby heavier
spotting, especially on sides and belly, in having intermediate rectrices
more or less perfectly barred, and in much less rusty wash c•nlower parts.

The proposedsubspeciesis readily distinguishedfi'om either
]]. aj•n[s or Jar. brunneicaibillus by its much more heavily
spottedlower parts; in other respectsit is practically intermeallate. In brunne•'capillus the heavy band of semicircularor ovate
black spotsthat coversthe breastand throat abruptly givesplace
on the lower breast, sidesand belly to a much less conspicuous
spotting,elliptical or linear in shape. Jar.a2ffnis is not more
conspicuouslyspottedon the breast and jugulum than elsewhere,
and the spotsare rounded or ovate on the sidesand belly as well
as the breast. Jar. b. bryanli, on the other hand, while more
heavily spotted than either, exhibits a conspicuouslydarker
jugulum and breast,as in brunneica]Sillus,with the rounded or
ovatespotsof a•ffinison the sidesand belly.
_Asa rule brya•zli exhibitsa fully barred tail as in a2qlnis;
occasionally,however, one or more of the intermediate feathers
has light spotsindentingthe inner web in place of reachingthe
shaft.

In the Lower

California

series there is but little variation

in the markings of the rectrices,but when southernCalifornia is
reached there is a confi•sionof markings that makes classification
seemat first ahnost hopeless. In the series before me can be
foundbirds with tails typical of brunneicaibillus, i.e., with first
feather barred only on the inner web. Others have all the

feathersbarredexceptthe two centralones,as in a2ffnœs;
and, of
course,there are all the intermediatechangesbetween the two
extremes. A closer examination, however, showstwo general
typeswith, of course,somefew that are as easilyreferredto one
as the other. Birds with heavily spottedbreasts,and sideswith
largeovatespots,exhibitthe well barredtails,andlittle, if any,
rufouson the flanks,while liuear spotson the lower parts,which
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in suchcasesare lessconspicuously
spottedbelow than on breast
and jugulum, are as stlre tO have a heavier wash of rufbus and

only the first rectrix barred with, perihaps,one or two more or
less perfect bars on the lower fourth of the second,or white
spotsindenting the webs of someof the others.

The tails of specimensfi-om westernSan Diego County are
not alwaysthe sameon hotb sides,severalbeing found that are
noticeablydillbrent. No. •z7, Calif. Acad. Science,San Diego,

Cat., Mar. I5, •884, which is referableto brya•zl/, has the
right sidefully barred to the sixth feather,the left equallywell
markedto the third inclusive,the fourth and fifth showingsinall
white spotswhere the bars shouldbe. East of the Cuyamaca
Mrs., I am unable to find any indicationof either }ryanli or
a2f•;•zz's,
but my specimensfi'om that region are unfortunately
very fbw. A specimen from Walters, Colorado Desert, Coil.
F. Stephens,Jan. x89o, exhibits a heavily marked throat anti

hreastwith abruptlysmaller,linear spotson the sidesand belly-iu all respectsindistinguishablefi'om Arizona and New Mexico
skins.

In connection•vith the foregoing noteson the seriesfi'om San
Diego County, I would call attention to Prof. Baird's remarks
in 'Review of American Birds' on Lafi'esnaye'sdescriptionof
br•*nneicaj6/ll•ts: "I find it quite impossihte to reconcile

Lafi'esnaye'sdescriptionof C. brun•zeica•Sill•s,much less his
figures, with the North American bird. This is described as
having five white spotson the outerweb of the lateral tail feather,
and three on the inner, the next with two on the outer and three

on the inner (perhaps three on the outer and two inner), the

third and fourthwith marginalpointsinsteadof spots." The
specimenis saidto have conhefi'om California and I think that
it would be very easy to match the above description with a

bird fi'om the immediatevicinityof San Diego, thoughin nearly
all of thosebefi)re me the number of bars, ranging from five to
seven,are the stoneon both webs, but are occasionallyone less
on the inner. The marginal points on the third and fourth
feathers is a common feature. Lafi'esnaye, ho•vever, describes

the underpartsof his bird as pale rufousfrom the upper part of
the breast to the tail. In all specimens I have examined the
.rufous is confined to the flanks and abdomen alone and is not so
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pronouncedin westernSan Diego County skins as thosefrom
San BernardinoCounty (Cal.), Arizona, and New Mexico. As
far as the descriptionof the rectricesis concernedit would seem
as if the type might very possiblyhave been one of the intermediate birds I have described, in which case the bird of the interior

would be eligible to a new name. Owing, however, to very
reasonabledoubts as to its origin, it is probably bettel' for the
present,at least,to recognize the name as it has stood. It will
be necessary,as has been proven by the series before me, to
reducethe heretoforespeciesa.ffinis to the rank of a subspecies
of brunneica•illus.

Since the precedingwas written a further series of Peninsula
specimenshas been taken from San O•uintinto San Fernando,
thus making an almostcompletechainfrom San Diego to Cape
St. Lucas.

The more southern skins, fi'om San Fernando, are

rather nearer a.ff/•z's than bryanli but are typical of neither.
Owiug to lack of material I am unable to make a satisfactory

dispositionof the CactusWrens fi'om north of the boundary.
The series at hand points toward a race inhabiting the s,mth-

westernpart of California, differing from the bird of 2krizona,
New Mexico and Texas.

It would be unwise, however, to

attempt to assign definite charactersor habitat without much
more material than is at presentaccessible.
Mr. Ridgway writes me that a seriesof skins from Guymas,
Sonora,exhibit exactlythe charactersof my San Diego County
skinsas regards tail markings--a more or lesscompletebarring
on the inner webs---pointingtoward an intergradationwith the
Lowel' Californianforins alongthe Gulf Coastand borderof the
United

States.

I am greatly indebted to Messrs.W. E. Bryant, F. Stephens
and William Brewsterfor the loan of valuable specimensused in

this connection,and also to Mr. R. Ridgway for notes on the
specimensin the National Museum Collection.

