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Sbufeldt has for sotne time contended that while Swifts and Humming- 
birds have sonre superficial resemblances, the), are in no xvay closely re- 
lated, aud should constitute two separate snborders, and that the Swifts 
are in reality only highly modified Swallows. In 'The Ibls' for January, 
t893, he has presented his evidence anew and discussed the subject at 
length. In the following number of'The Ibls' (July, •893 ) Mr. Lucas 
has presented at moderate length the counter-evidence, taking apparently 
well-founded exceptions to a nnmber of Dr. Shufeldt's propositions. In 
this connection Mr. Lucas objects to "s•veeplng generalizations based 
on the examination and comparison of a limited number of local forThs 
and theassnmption that certain questions have been definitely answered 
when we are really just beginning to gather in the facts that shall make 
such answer possible."--J. A. A. 

Ridgway on New Birds from Mexico and the West Indies.--Mr. 
Ridgway has recently described two new subspecies of Basœ1euterus rt•'- 
frons from Mexico, • namely, B. r.jouyl, from S:tn Lnis Potosi, and B. r. 
duffesi front Guanajuato, western Mexico. Also a new species of Odonlo- 
•horus (0. consobrinus)from Miradot, southern Mexico, '2 allied'to O. 
guttatus. Mr. Ridg•vay has also described two new Swifts, a one, Chcetura 
lawrencei, from Grenada, West Indies, the other, C•]Sselo[des cherrœel, fi'om 
Costa Rica. The first is allied to C. ffttt'aJte•ts[s Harterr, and belongs to 
tbe C. cinereœvenD'is group, to which Mr. Ridgway considers both must 
be referred as subspecies of C. c[nereivenlrt•. The Cyjbselo/des cherriei 
fluds its nearest relative in C. brunneitorques.--J. A. A. 

Stejneger on Japanese Birds.--Dr. Stejneger bas recently made two 
additions 4t to the Japanese avifauna, one being Tr[n•a temm•'nckt'[ 
(Leisl.), fi'om the neighborhood of Tokyo, the other Acanthoj6neuste Q'mce 
sp. nov., from Seveu Islands, Japan, allied to A. coronatus. He has also 
published a short paper s on a specimen of Gray Shrike fi'om Yezo, which 
he refers to Lanius siblricus (Bogd.), and incidentally considers the 
relationship of L. borealis and L. st'b[ricus to L. excubitor, regarding 
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them all as distinct species, contrary to the recently expressed opinion of 
Mr. Dresser (Ibis, •892, pp. 374-38o).--J. A. A. 

Food Habits of Birds.--The Annual Report of the Chief of the Divi- 
sion of Ornithology and Mammalogy of the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture for the year 1892t contains, besides Dr. Merriam's acco(in( of the 
workoœ the Division for the year, a lmper by Mr. Walter B. Barrows cn 
'Economic Ornithology' (pp. •93-2oo), which includes, besides a general 
statement of the progress of the •vork, a report on the 'Food of the Horned 
Larks (O/ocoris)' byMr. Barrows, and a report on the 'Food Ilabits of the 
Cedarbird (Amjbelt's ceclror•tm)' by Mr. F. E. L. Beal. Mr. Barrows con- 
ctudes that Horned Larks are essentially granivorous, but subsist more or 
less on insects at all times, and that the nestlings are mainly fed with 
insects. There is of' COtlrse no evidence of discrimination on the part of 
the birdsbet•veen iujuriousand beneficial insects, but the whole amount 
oœinsect food--"9« per cent. forthe whole year"--is too smallto be of 
economic importance. While they occasionally pick up some newly sown 
grain or grass seed, the loss on this acco(in( must be trifling, their food 
consisting mainly of the seeds of useless or noxions weeds, and they are 
thus clearly entitled to protection. 

Mi'. Beal's conclusions in respect to the Cedarbird are that t7 per cent. 
of its food consists of insects and that the largest proportion or insect food 
is taken (luring the season when fruit is most abundant, and that the 
young •vhile in the nest are fed to a very great extent upon insect food. 
Among the insects eaten •vere several noxious s. pecies, as the elm leaf 
beetle and various caterpillars.--J. A. A. 

Hasbrouck on 'Evolution and Dichromatism in the Genus Megascops. ' 
--In a recent paper • in the 'American Naturalist' Mr Ilasbrouck has 
attempted a solution of(he problem of dichromatism in the Screech O•vls 
of eastern North America. The paper is evidently the result of much 
patient labor and presents some ne•v information respecting the distribu- 
tion of the red and gray phases of this well-known bird, his facts being pre- 
sented both in tabular forin and graphically by means of maps. While the 
paper, on casual inspection, might be regarded as an interesting and in 
some ways a valuable contribution to the subject under •onsideration, 
a closer examination shows it to be nearly worthless, even as regards the 
data on •vhlch it is ostensibly based. Hence of course •ve can hardly share 
the author's confidence that •ve are here presented with a satisfactory solu- 
tion of the problem of dichroinatism as presented in our ge.•ascodbs ast'o. 
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