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strange departure from the general run of Wren songs that it was not
until I had been repeatedly fooled that I finally acceptedit as a caseof
'truth stranger than fiction.'
54. Certhia familiaris americana. BROWNCREEPER.-- A single individual

observed

at Cisco.

55. Sitta carolinensis. WmTE-BELLX•D NuT•tATem--Fairly abundant
everywhere.

56. Parus atricristatus.
BLACK-CRESTEDTITlVIOUSE.
• Extremely
common throughout the County; not distinguishable by note or habits
from bœcolor,but conspicuous for the black crest plainly visible when
close by.

.57. Parus carolinensisagilis. PLV•mEOVSTXT•tOVSE.-- It was with
pleasure that I found Mr. Sennett'svaMety in this locality and fairly
common. Those mentioned by him froin southwestern Texas were taken

so•nedistancefi-om this locality, thus giving me the pleasureof extending
its range some distancenorth and east.
58. Polioptila cmrulea. BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER.- Rare. A few
observedalong the Leon and Satana Rivers.

59. Sialiasialis.BLVEmRD.--One
of thecommonest
ofTexas
birds',

seen everywhere.
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EARLYone morning in April, x885, I startedfrom Newcastle,
New Brunsvdick,for a day's duck shooting on the Miramichi
River, which >vasthen free of ice. Snow was falling when I

left my house,the tumblingflakesforminga strangecontrastwith
the blossoms,burstingbuds, and catkins of the trees and shrubs.

Presentlybirdswere seenflyingeastward,and upon lookingupward, throGghthe snow,which was by this time falling thick and
fast, I saw hundreds of Robins (WZerula mœffralorœa),
Song

Sparrows( :lgelospiza
fasciala), and Juncos( •euncohyemalis)
mingledtogetherin an unbrokencolumnand passingnoiselessly
on. Some of the birds were only a few feet above the topsof
the tallest trees, while otherswere higher up, the column extend-

ing sofar skywardthat the topmostline couldwith difficultybe
outlined amid the falling flakes. The width of the column--fi-om

flank to flank--appeared to averageabout twenty-fiveyards.
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Outside of these flanks few birds •vere to be seen -- either to•vard

the centreof the river, or over the meadow throughwhich I was
walking; the bulk were massedin this narrow columnand kept
directlyover the marginof the shore,apparentlyguidedby the
line of strong contrastbetween the whitened meadow and the
dark watersof the river. They movedon in perfectsilence,save
for the flutter of the myriad wings•--not a note was heard from
them. Their flight was slow and suggestedweariness,but they

displayed
noinclination
to rest,'though
thetree-tops
werethrust
so temptingly toward them. However, in about half an hour
from the time when they were first observedsome individuals
showeda dispositionto halt. An occasionalSong Sparrow or
Juncowould alight on the top of a tall tree, and after remaining
at rest for a few seconds--never longer than half a minute-would grow uneasyand utter a rather faint cry or chirp. This
call would be answeredby one or more of thoseon the wing,
and then the loiterer would rise and join them.
The storm increasing, I abandonedthe idea of looking for
Ducksthat day• and seekingthe refugeof an adjacenthouse,for
more than two hours I watched this bird wave as it rolled along.

There was no gap, no cessation,
neitherwasthere deviationfrom
the line of the river bank. As the time passedthe smallerbirds
displayedevidenceof growingmoreand moreweary. Increased
numbersalighted, and these took longer rests,and made more
energeticdemandsfor a generalhalt. About eight o'clock,and
as if by the commandof a leadersor by magi%the moving host
vanished.

Previousto this morningonly an occasionalearly bird of these
springmigrantshad beenobserved,but now as I returnedhomeward I found everybush and fence swarmingwith birds. As
snowhad fallen to the depth of somefour or five inches,little
tbodcouldbe obtained,and by noongreat flockshad gatheredin
the farmyards,and that afternoonmany a kind hand strewed
crumbsand seedsuponthe snowfor these little friends-- heralds
of warm daysand smiling fields.
How was this wave formed? What broughtthisthrongof birds
together? I cannot think that they had winteredwithin a limited area and begun the movement north•vardat the samehour.
I am inclinedto the opinionthat suchflocksare comparatively
smallat the start, and increaseby attractingsimilar small com-
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paniesas theymovealong. Often,in the early spring,I hear
on softmild evenings,
faint bird calls from the sky, •vhichare
ans•vered
from bushand tree,and these,in my opinion,are the
trumpeterswho call togetherthe •vingedarmiesof the air.
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O• the t6th of March, •889, near Tarpon Springs,I found a
pair of Ha•vks just startingto build a nest. The localitywas on
the edge of a • hammocks'and the nest,the foundationof •vhich
•vasfinished,was in a gum tree someforty feet froin the ground.
Both birds •vereseenin the act of placing additionalmaterial on
the structure. As the birds •vere rare, and I could not risk their

being killed or driven away, •vith the aid of a native hunter
both •vere secured,though before killing them I •vas certainof
their identity.
The female, No. 639z of my collection,is ]7uteo brachyurus
and the male, No. 639• , is a typical example in very fine, full
plumage of •vhat hasheretoforebeen called]7uteo fuli•inosus.
Therefore the ]7uteofulifflnosusof Sclatermusthenceforth
be
considered
as a synonymof ]7uteo brachyurusof Vieillot.
It seemsprobablethat the adult birdsvary in color•vith sex,
and that the bird kno•vn as ]7. brachyurus is the female, and
that called]7. fult•inosus the male. I am further convinced
of this by several facts that have colheunder my observation.
Since killing the pair of birds spokenof, I have seen two
fuli•'nosus accompanying
a brachyurusand going throughall
the manoauvres
peculiarto the pairing season. Again, Mr. J.
W. Arkins, •vriting me in regardto somebirds he kindly secured
for me from A. Lechevalller,says: "Unfortunatelythere is but
onefuliginosusin the box....
The box alsocontains
a Ha•vk
that Lechevallier shot [n company•vith a black hawk, and be-

