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chickens. It was so tame he thought he could have easily killed it with a
club. The birdxvas thin, and fi-omthe appearance of its digestive organs
it

had t:asted a long time.--A.

Ar.•

1t. WooD, PaDtlecl l•osl, Slettben Co.,

'.

Megascops asio floridanus in Louisiana.--While

in New Orleat•s, in

June, I8S6, Mr. Gustave Kohn kindly gave me a nnmber of birds and reptiles from his collection. Among them was a?lorida Screech Owl
ascojbsasiofforz'cla•as), several specimens of which he bad sectired in the
vicinity of New Orleans. I believe this bird has not before been recorded
from Lmdsiana.--A. K. F•S•F,R, M. D., •ash[•fflon, D. (;.
Ceophlmus pileatus in Franklin County, Massachusetts.--During tile
month orAngust, I886, two Pileated Woodpeckers were shot at Ashfield,
Franklin Co., Mass.; a•ld on October7 of the same year a third, which
I have, was shot. It is a male, but in not very good pltn•ag-e, as it was
moulting at the time it was shot.--RIc•.•XRD NORTON, Cambrld.4•'e.
Breeding of the Prairie Horned Lark in Eastern New York--A

Correc-

tion.--ln the Bulletin of' the Nnttall Ornithological Club, Vol. VI, p. •77,
I noted the capture, in April, •$$r, of two yonng llorned Larks, just able
to fly, and two adults, male and t•male, at Green Island, N.Y., and called
them, specifically, "t•remoibhœ1a
al]Seslris"--not knowing their proper race
name.

Mr. William Brewster lately saw the mounted skins of these birds and
inœormedme that they are of tile wtriety Olocoris alz•esgrt)firalx'cola,
described and named, in •884, by Mr. H. W. Henshaw, in 'The Auk,' Vol.
I, pp. 254.-268.
I have given very little attention to the Ilorned Larks of tbi• vicinity,
but know of specimens of the variety •rallcola taken •vitbin five miles of

Troy, N.Y., I•'ebrnary22, I8S3, and in March and October, •887. A larger
and darker colored w•riety, probably al•3eslrisproper, visits this locality
in winter; and I have a specimenof' that race captnred her• about April
25, •84.5.--Aus•,- F. PARK, Troy, zV. •.
The Prairie Horned Lark (Ol0c0rL• a[•3estrls•3ralœcola)on the Coast of
Massachusetts.--Looking over a larg'e series of Horned Larks in my
collection I lately found a pair of perfectly typical O. a. •bral•kola
labelled "Revere Beach, Massachusetts, February 28, •883." Under this

date my journal has the tollowing entry: "I shot these birds [•Nos.7925,
7926• with another, a female similar to No. 7926, near the beach in a field
where the ground was partly bare of snow. There were only three of
them in all. The testes of the male were of large size but the ovaries of the
females not correspondingly developed."

The female "similar to No. 7926"was badly shot, if I rememberright,
and not suspectingat the time (rally a year, it shouldbe noted. beforethe
appearanceof Mr. Itensbaw's admirable paper on the gentis Olocorœs)
that
it wasanything more than a small dark specimenof O. al•6e$lrt's,I doubt-
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less thre•v it axvay. The fact that •ralt'cola has beeu found breeding
within less than twenty-five miles of the western boundary of Massachusetts,* taken in connection with that of the captures above recorded, makes

it seem not improbable that the form in question may occnr regularly, if
rarely, in Eastern Massachusettsduring the migrations, and perhaps as a
summer resident in the extreme westeru portions of the State.--WXLLIAM
BWEWSTER,Cambr[dffe, J/lass.

Occurrence of the Florida Blue Jay (Cyanocilla crislala dforincola) in
Southwestern Texas.--On the eleventh of March, I887, xvhile collecting at
Leon Springs. Texas, I came up xvith a party of four or five Blue Jays in
a grove o•hackberry and live oak trees. Snpposing them to be the ordinary easternbird, only one of them •vas shot, and although they •vere seen
several times at San Antonio, no other specimens •vere secured. Upon

comparingmy bird •vith typicalexamplesof Cyanoci•lacrislalajqorincola
in the United States National Museum, I find it to agree perfectly with
them. The principal characters that distinguish the Florida bird fi'om
the specific form consist in the smaller size of the former and the much
less amonnt

of •vhite on the secondaries

and the two outer rectrices.

Mr. Ridgway, who first suggested that my specimen •vasdqorœncoht,
eutirely concurs with me in this determination.
This Jay is evidently a rare bird in SouthwesternTexas, for the only
authority I can find for its occurrencethere is in Dresser'sclassicalpaper,
xvbere he states that he "was told by several hunters that the Blue. Jay
is found near San Antonio." Leon Springs is in Bexar County, about

eighteen or t•venty miles northwest of San Antonio. -- CHARLESWTCKLIFFE BECKHAM, Washz'nfflon,D.C.

AbnormalPlumageof Xan'thocephalus
xanthocephalus.--I
shot,October 2i, t$S7, in the valley of Mud Creek, thirty miles southeast of Las
Animas, Bent Co., Colorado, a female .¾.xanlhoceSbkalus.It couldfly well
but xvasquite young. The barrels of most of the quillsof wings and tail
•veredark and fnll of liquid. The plumage was more looseand raggedthan
is usual in birds titat can fly. It differs from all young females I have seen
as follows

:-

Lesser wing-coverts whitish; scattering white and whitish feathers in

hind neck, interscapulars, back, upper tail-coverts. breast, belly• crlssum
and flank.

Feather's of the breast long' and rounded -- looking llke cotton

strings. One secondary in right wing whitishottbothxvebs for one inch;
middle tail-feathers the same for half their- length. Right outer tail-feather
pure white. One downy, round feathevoneanda half inches long, starting from belo•v oil gland. It was•vlth txvoother young birds. The date is
much

later

than

I have ever seen these birds in Colorado.--P.

CAPT. 22d INI•'TY., Fort Lyon, Colorado.
See Mr. Park's note above.
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