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the first mentioned Gallinule was shot in i884, the dogs drove out fi'om the 
reeds another, which was shot; and ou the same day. a little farther down 
the river, and about a mile north of the Connecticut State lhle, I saw what 

atfirst seemed to be it Grebe swimming rapidly out into the river; upon 
pursuing it with aboat it arose, flying slowly and neat- the water, and wa• 
also killed. This made the fourth time I had been present at the capture 
of a Florida Gallinule in this vicinity within two years. I also tbiuk [ 
have seen birds of this kind on other occasions xvheu they have not beeu 
taken, and have very little doubt bnt that mycompaniou was correct in 
his statement in 1584. that hc had shot one, although there is a possibility 
he had mistaken it Coot for tt Gallinule. They .very closely rcseluble each 
other in every respect. except the feet. At all other places •vhere these 
birds were first found. tile bottom •vas very sort and tilere was a rank 

growth of wild rice, upou the seeds of which plant the birds were feeding. 
--RO•Ewr O. Mom•m, •%•rDtffp'eld, 3.lass. 

Wilson's Phalarope (,S'teg'anotSus tricolor) in Rhode Island.--On Sep- 
tember x3, x886, oue of the•c l'h:xlaropes, in ilnmature plnnmge, was 
brought to me hy J. Glylm. Jr., xvho had noticed it amoug some birds shot 
by one of the local sportsmen, and seeing that it belonged to an uncom- 
mon species had obtained it frolu him. [understand that when shot it 
was in company with two 'Creakers' (Trl'•3,'a macu[a{a). This is the 
second record of the hird's occurreuce iu this •%tate.--WtLLtAM C. R•VES, 
J•., M.D., 2•,w2bor/, A'. 1. 

Occurrence of Phalaropus lobatus at Syracuse, N. Y,--Septcmber 3, 
x886, an adult male Northeru Phahu'ope was shown to me by Mr. Charles 
Noxon of this city, wlm procnred it Septelnber 2 on Ouondaga Lake, on 
the outskirts of Syracnse. 

The bird, iu COlupany with another (female), which xvasalso secured, 
was discovered swimming gracefully about in the middle of tile lake, and 
both were so tame as tohe shot without trouble. Two days after(Septem- 
ber 4) another specimen, a male, w•ts shot in the same locality by Mr. 
E. M. Hasbrouk; on September 25, following, another was seen, but uot 
procured. Previous to this the Northern Phalarope has been recorded 
but once in this Conuty.--Mo•iaxs M. Gat•E3r, Syracuse, 2V. 

A Fern-eating Woodcock.--One of the most singular departures of 
birds fi'om their ordinary food-habits that [ have ever observed is the 
lowing: In examining tile digestive organs of more than one hundred 
Woodcocks, I think I have never found in them anything hut the common 
earth-worm, either entire or in various stages of digestion, excepting in 
one or two iustauces, a leech (tl[ruclo •ted•'cinah5). 

The Woodcock in qnestion was bronght to lne to })e monnted by Mr. 
W. C. Alvord, of Washington, D.C., who shot it while Woodcock shoot- 
ing at Martha's Vineyard. This bird was one of several killed on tbe x7th 
of October, x883. When skinning it my attention was called to its very 



singularly distended crop. Upon makingscut into tbe membrane with 
a pair of' scissors, out rolled, or rather jumped, tbe contents. which being 
reteased fi'om confinement increased to three times its tbrmer size. At 

thesalne momentfwas astonished to observe tile character of the con- 

tents, xvhich proved to be leaves oœtbe coinmort f.ern (?_/ertk (t¾11l'[l']l(l), 
rolled up in so curious a manner, and in sach quantity, as to plainly in- 
dieate that it was the result of. a deliberate meal, and not an accident. 

The crop xvas so frill as to be incapable of holding any additional 
material. Nootber snbstancewas mixed with tile leaves. tile entb'ewad 

or balll)eingfreefromdirtof'anycbaracter. Every leaflet of the fronds was 
intact, and after being soaked in warm water and spread out side by side 
they covered a space twelve inches square. q_'he stomach and intestines 
appeared to contain parts of partly digested leaves, but nothings elbe, 
lhough this was not carefully determinect. 

A '2Pcr•i-e•tlt'•r l•foodcock ' is a novelty in my experience. l)rs. Mer- 
riam and Fisher have desired me to send this record for publication to 
'The Auk.' This is one of the most singular instances noted, not ex- 
cepting even tile record of the presence of an entire Song Sparrow in the 
crop of a Cbuck-xvills-widow. 

It may be mentioned that the locality where this Woodcock was sbot 
5vas an open marsh, with bushes here and there, while springs anti small 
strea•ns afforded in abtmdance tbe usual •bod of this very fitstidious bird. 
The specimen was in fine condition--a plmnp and l•,tt old female.-- 
F•m)m•c S. W•lss'rvzR, •ts•in•lo•, D.C. 

A Further Note on Colinus ridgwayi.--I bave recently received a letter 
from Mr. tierbert Brown, calling roy attention roan error in mvrecent 
paper on this species (Bnll. Am. Mus. Nat. ttist.. it, No. 7, i886, pi•. 273 
and 275 , lbotnotes),in which the pair ofO4mils reIkrred toltsseen bv Mr. 
Stephens are said to be the fragments sent to Mr. Ridgwa.vand now 
the Nationat Mttseum. It proves they were not these specimens, but a 
"fairly gond pair," which was later sent bvMr. Brown to Mr. lienshaw. 
and through the latter'ski•)dness now betbre me. This adds two to the 
list ofspecimens known robe extant. raising the nmnberto 2•. The male 
presents tile axerage characters showt• by the series previouMy examined; 
the tblnaleis darker than the averagefbr that sex, being in fitct inuch the 
darkest of the series thus œar seen, the bltrs, both the black and the 

white ones, being mncb stronger both above and below. and the tones of 
color nlttch brighter and stronger throughottt. it is thus an almost exact 
counterpart of tile more strongly colored felnaleq oœ Coli,•us 

This proves to be the pair of birds refbrred to by Mr. Brown in one of 
his •Forest and Stream' articles (Vol. XXV, No. 25. Jan. •4, I886, p. 445), 
as having been seen by Mr. F. Stephens, \V. E. D. Scott, E. W. Nelson, 
anti H. 5,V. lienshaw. Mr. tlenshaxvintbrms me tbatbe had entirely for- 

gotten having these10irds in his possession untit Ispoke to himof them 
after receiving Mr. Brown's letter, as mentioned above. Ilad he recalled the 
l•qct of his having them at the time he heard I was at work on a paper on 


