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as the four forins of ]•nus involved in these reinarks,* may suit the 
peculiar views of those who would, for some reason best known to them- 
selves, ignore distinctions which Nature has made; but xvill Dr. Cooper 
please explain in what matter this method of subversion of facts," or, 
as he expresses it, "similar combinations of species," would be "advan- 
tageous to the study of the xvater-birds,"--or any other birds, for that 
matter ?•ROBERT RIDGI, VAY. 

Beckham's Birds of Nelson County, Kentucky.--Mr. Beckham's 'Listq' 
"is based ahnost entirely" upon his former •List of the Birds of Bards- 
town, Nelson County, Ky.,'publisbed in July, •883, and noticed in the 
'Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club' for October, •883 (Vol. VIII, 
pp. 227, 228). Four species only are now added, raising the tot01 num- 
ber to •7•. The present list is essentiallya reprint of' the earlier one, 
with some revision of the text, and many changes iu the nomenclature. 
It is quite smnptuously printed, and, the introduction states, was prepured 
"to accompany Mr. Linny's report on the geology of Nelson County." 
It is without date, and there is no clue given in the 'separates' to its exact 
place of pnblication.--J. A. A. 

Beckham on the plumage of Regulus calendula.:•--Respecting the 
presence or absence of the brightly colored crown-palch in difi•erent indi- 
viduals of this species, Mr. Beckham, after an examination of much 
material, reaches the following conclusions: "(•) that the female does not 
have this brightly-colored crown, and (2) that some yotmg autumnal nmles 
(very likely a large majority of them) do possess this ornament."--J. A. A. 

Lawrence on New Species of Birds from Yucatan.--Mr. Gaumer's ex- 
ploration4 in Yucatan continue to supply Mr. Lawrence with ornitholog- 
icalmateriaIstillyieldingnovelties. In the firstõ of the two papers now 
noticed a new Pigeon is described (En.½¸,5•lila v/,ace?%lva) fi'om Temax, 
Yucatan. It is very tinlike any other species of the genus, and its light 
tints give at first sight a snggestion of partial albinism. There are also 
in this paper further notes on E•V]5/ilayS•lvlventrA• (originally described 
as Zet5to]Slt'la_/Sdviventrœs), and on Chcet•ra ffct•mcrL 

* The only one in the least doubtful being •. s•ricklandi, which by good authority is 
considered to be the same species as •. •risezts--a view of its relationships which, it 
may perhaps be needless to say, I have reasons for not accepting. 

} List of the Birds of Nelson County. By Charles \Vickliffe Beckham. 4to., pp. 58. 
Kentucky Geological Survey. No date. [Sept. •885. ] 

+. Remarks on the Plumage of Regulus calendula. By Charles ¾Vickliffe Beckham, 
Proe. U.S. Nat. Mus., Vol. VIII, No. 4 o, pp. 625-628 , Dee. 7• z885. 

{ Description of a New Species of Bird of the Genus Engyptila, with Notes on two 
Yucatan Birds. By George N. Lawrence. Ann. N.Y. Aead. Sei., Vol. IV, No. 8, 
273. 
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The second paper* con[ainsdescriptions of anewGnatcatcher 
•;/a alb/venlrt•) and a new Swift (Ch(eD•ra •ere•rf•talor). The former 
finds its nearest ally in P. ,[•r/ceps. and the latter in C. •4raum.erL•J, A. A. 

Lawrence on Birds new to the Fauna of Gau•eloupe, West Inflies.• 
Teo spyties are added to tho•e previously recorded fi'omtheIslat•d of 
Guadeloupe. from spccimen• transmitted by Dr. St. k'. Coh•rdeau, with 
notcsrcspectingthciroccurrence. Five of them arc North Americanspecie• 
of Mniotiltid•e ; two others are al•o North America•, the other three being 
Westindian. The large Kingfisher from this island, previously referred 
to Ceo,le /orf•a/a, is separated specificall 5 as C. s•t'c•t•enntk. It differs 
from C. lotqua/it slightly in vatiotas point• of coloration, to which, 
howev'er, it i• cqosely allicd.--J. A. A. 

Stejneger on preoccupied Generic Names of North American Birds.$ 
--Dr. Stejneger finds that the generic names hitherto applied to the Golden- 
eye Ducks arc all preoccupied. and he therefore proposes •br the 
group the new getseric na•e G/ett•c/o/te//et, with the tbllowing species: 

The generic tm•ne C(tnac(', applied to the Sprt•ce Partridge, also proves 
to h:tvep•'evio•t•lyusedforage•u•ofinsccts. Elllot's name 
givcn to the Dusky Grouse, becomcstcnahle for the Spruce Partridge. ,f 
we consider the two specie• congeneric; and fbr the subgeneric name 
Canace Dr. Stejncger proposes the new name Canach/Zes.•J.A.A. 

Ridgway on the Birds of Cozumel Island, Yucatan.•In Mr. Ridgway's 
description of 'Some new Species of Birds fi'om Cozumcl Island. Yucatan,' 
pobtished Febrotary 26, t8S5 (see Auk, ti, p. 294), he pronfised later afutt 
report upon the collection, and this report tgr•ns thc paper noxv under 
notice. A•ter some preliminary remarks upon the collection, numbering 
429 spcci•nens, and ttpot• previous papers relating to the birds of this island, 
hc proceeds to aive an annotated list off the species, which number 57' 
Tho•e previously briefly described as new are here redescribed at length, 
and a new sttbspccies (CenD•rtes rzebrfz,e•t[rfs•j•grmwus ) is added. Seven 
species, not reprosea,ted in the collection, are given ott the anthority of Mr. 
Salvin, thusrnisingthetntal number of specie• enun:erated to 6 4 . The 

* Characters of two New Species of Birds fi'om Yncatan. Ann. N.Y. Acad. Sci., 
Vol. IV, No. 8, pp. 273, 

• I,ist of a few species of Birds new to the b'auna of Gaudeloupe, West Indies, •ith 
a Description of a New Species of Ceryle. By George N. Lawrence. I'roc. U.S. Nat. 
Mus., Vol. VIII, No. 39, PP. 62x-625, Nov. 3, x885. 

{ Notes on some apparently preoccupied Ornithological Generic Na•nes. By 
Leonhard Stejneger. Proe. U.S. Nat. Mns. Vol. VIII, No. =6, pp. 40% 4Io. Sept. 
x885. 

{ Catalogne ofa collectioa of Birds made on the Island of Cozumel, Yucatan, by 
the Natnrnlists of the U.S. Fish Commission Steamer Albatross, Capt. Z. L. Tanner, 
Commander. By Robert Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. Vol. VIII, Nos. 35-3% PP- 
560-583, Sept. 3o-Oct. x9, x885. 


