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GENERAL NOTES. 

The Bridled Tern (S/erna anwl•ez'us) in South Carolina.--Mr. Walter 
Hoxie has sent lite a specimen of this species shot August 25, •885 (im- 
mediatelyaftera hurricane), at Frogmore, South Carolina. It isayoung 
•nale in fresh and very perfect autulnnal plumage. The occurrence of 
this species in tile United States has been previonsly open to some doubt, 
although Mr. George N. Lawrence has a specimen (fortnerly in the 
Audubon collection) which islahelled as httvingbeen taken in Florida.-- 
WILLIAM BREW'STIœR, 

The Wild Swan in Prince Edward Island.-- For several days previous 
to the 7thor October Mr. Win. •tead, of Wheatlv River, Prince Edward 
Island, observed a large bird in company with his flock of Geese. Ariel' 
making several unsuccessful attempts at capturing the stranger. he flitally 
shot it. It proved to bean American ¾Vild Swan, measuring 6 feet 6in- 
ches in extent, and 4 feet 9 inches from tip of hill to tile. 

This is the first recorded instance of the captm'e of a Wild Swan in 
Prince Edward L-land, and shows how rarely these birds, though breed- 
ing in the Far North of Iludson'sBay, visit in their migrations the ex- 
treme east of the Continent.--F. BAIN. z¾o•'i'h Rœve•'. t•rince •'dward 

Island. 

Sandpipers at Sea.- On May 6 of thi•year. 1 was a passenger on the 
.,teamet 'St. I•am'ent,' which sailed from New York at •o•.•., with a 
light east wind and clear weather. May 7 and 8 the wind held east. 
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gradually increasing to a fair breeze. Yet not at any time was there 
more than a. fair summer breeze, though the gradual increase of the old 
swell running from the east told ns of a storm not far ahead. We did 
not catch the storm, but learned, ou reaching port, that steamers a few 
hours in advance had found rough weather. Both days were more or less 
foggy, the steam horn blowing on and off about half the time. 

The fastest run up to •2 •. on May 8 was 582 miles. I regret that I am 
now unable to give exact position, but as we took a slightly more south- 
erly course than is usual with the French line, it can easily be approxi- 
mated. 

On May 8, at 2 v. •i., while watching stone Petrels, I noticed a flock of 
Peeps on the port side, flying towards the steamer from the uorthwest. 
When within about 80 yards of us they turned to the east till they could 
pass out- bow% then turned sharply, passing within a few yards, or even 
feet of us, and then off to the S.E. byE. lat once •vent to the upper 
deck to watch for more, and was surprised to find that, in every direc- 
tion, as far as I could see in the theu light fog, were large flocks of Peeps 
all flying in the same direction, S. E. by E. The birds were flying in 
large scattered flocks of fi'om fifty to apparently several hundred birds. 
The flight lasted for nearly three hours, during which a very large num- 
ber of birds must have passed us. 

Why were they flying S. E. by E.? They should at that season have 
been bound for their northern breeding grounds and not for Africa. 

There was not any evidence teuding to show that tile birds were lost. 
as all fie•v exactly the same way. Every flock that found our vessel in 
their liue of flight, and of which there were not less than fi•'ty, turned to 
the east till they could make by our bow, not one flock, or even a single 
bird, did 1 see turn to the westward to cross astearn of us. 

They were flying strong, easily passing our steamer, then tnaking •2• 
knots. Not one tried to alight, nor did any fall into the water, nor were 
any seen floating, though I watched carefully. 

Whether the Peeps were Tr[ng'a m[nul[llct or Erett•teles ]3•tst'lltts I can 
not say, but surely they were out of place and t:ast getting more so.-- W. 
A. JEFFRIES, Boston, 3Ias$. 

On the Proper Name for the Prairie Hen.--Probably all ornithologists 
who have had the opportunity of investigating the matter, or who have 
carefully read Mr. Brewster's important article on 'The tleath lien of 
Massachu,•etts' in 'The Auk' for January, i885 (pp. 8o-84) , tull)- agree 
with Mr. Brewster in regard to the. necessity of recognizing two species 
of the genus Tyms•anuchus (formerly Cufit'dont'a), and indorse his re- 
striction of the specific name cuibido to the eastern bird. No other view 
of the case, in fixct, seems admissible. In giving a new name to the 
western bird, however, Mr. Brewster has unfbrtunately overlooked a 
posed synonym of T. curt'do, which applies exclusively to the •vestern 
species, as I have very recently discovered in compiling and verifying 
references pertaining to the two birds. The supposed synonym in qnes- 


