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the Lower California hird receiving the new name cas/aneœce]Ss. Seven 
species and ten subspecies of Golden Warblers are now recognized 
only two of which (D. msl/z,a and D. b•yanlt' cast•t,et'ce•s) pertain 
to tile fituna nf North America, as defined in the new ;A. O. 1.7. Check 
List.' the remainder being West Indian and Central American.--J. A. A. 

Ridgway on the Type Specimen of Buteo oxypterus Cassin.*--A re- 
examination of the type specimens of iS'#/eo oxyjSlerus Cassia. preserved 
in the Museum of the Philadelphia Academy of Natnral Sciences, has led 
M1. Ridgway to refer B. ox«•51erus to /3. sz:,•[,so,[ as a pare synonym, 
the type of ox3•leras proving to be unquestionably a young B. swaœnsonL 
"Upon the whole," says Mr. Ridgway, "I cantlot see the slightest reason 
for recognizing ' /3. oxysb/erus' even as a local race of swa[nso,œ, . . . ." 
He also adds that tile "specimen descrihed in ' Itistory of North American 
Birds' (III, p. 266) as the melanistic adnlt of 
/ertts is not ]3. swalnsonœ at all, but B../Sd(•/nosas Scl." Comparative 
diagnoses are given of these two species.--J. A. A. 

Ridgway's List of Emended Names of North American Birds. J'--The 
names "represent new or hitherto unpublished combinations" adopted by 
the A. O. 1•. 'Com•nittee on Classification and Nomenclature of North 

American Birds.' "They are here presented in order that the first known 
useof such comhinations may be cited among the references which the 
committee has decided to give under each species, viz., the first pertinent 
binomiu} or trinomial appellation, and the first use of the name as adopted 
in the new list now being prepared by the conmfittee." The changes, 
some77in number, relate chiefly to the generic part of the name• and 
result largely fi'om the depression of formerly current genera to the rank of 
subgenera, partlyt¾om tbe change of statusof the form inquestion from 
specific tosubspecific rank, or the reverse, and in small part fi'om actual 
changeof names, fonnduecessaryon synonyndcground•. Comparatively 
f•ware therefore of a very 'radical' character, and are mainly the Coilow- 
ing-, with which are given their current equivalents. 

Porus c/acius oblec/us (Cab.) = P. c/acius. 

•Flvan&t m/croce•hala Ridgw. • Mylod/ocles m/nulus. 
•),ra,A•a rubra coofief/ : •. ms/&,a cots•erL 
Lox/a curviros/rtt s/r/ckland[ Ridgw. = L. c. mext'caua. 
Ammodrttm#s savannarum fiasseri, tts: Colurn/cttltts fiasser/nus. 
Melos•t3a •worA•iana (Lath.) : M. •aluslrtM 

A•helocoma s/eber/i arivon• • A. sord/da ar/zonee. 
lena/dura macroura • g. carol/nenstS. 

* Remarks on the Type Specimen of Buteo oxypterus, Cassia. By Robert Ridgway, 
Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., VIII, pp. 75-77. Published April ==, x885. 

• Some Emended Names of North American Birds. By Robert Ridgway, Proc. 
U.S. Nat. Mus., VIII, pp, 354, 355- Published Sept. =, •885. 
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Calh•tFSht caltforn/ca vall/coht Ridg•v. = Losbhor/yx c(th)%rnœca brun- 
,escens Ridgw. • L. cahforn/ca (Shaw). 

Among the more striking changes of generic names are the substitution 
of •$?lv(tnht for zlO,/odioctes , 29/Tobct/e.s for Picus, De/tdra•ro•tts fnr (7(tn- 
ace, and 7?m•a•tttchtts f()r C•uSidon/a, in additinn to some others ah'eady 
published in 'The Auk.'--J. A. A. 

Minor Ornithological Publications.--964. Decora/iz,e •enlœmcn//, Y•?rd.,'. 
By James Carter Beard. Hatsher's •ezv 3•ont• O' 3I%•,'az[,e, LXX[, No. 
423, &ug. •S85, pp. 4o5-4•6.•A popular paper, with illustrations, on bird 
architecture. 

965. Circular (•'lhe Pablic Afgtseum (•/' /he Cily of •/lzva•kee. No. 
"Some Directions tbr Preparing, Labelling and Packing Skins of Ani- 
mals." No. 2. "List of Mammals and Birds of XVisconsin desirable tbr 

the above named Mnseum." 8vo. No date (•8847), pp. 8 and •2.•No 
contains exeellent directions fin- the purpose in view. 

966. Observe lhe Birds. By Samuel Wells Willard. W/scons/n 
(•/' E(htca/ion, XXV. No. 3, March, t885, pp. 98-IOt. • Ornithology 
recommended as off, ring a good field for the cultivation of the powers of 
ohservation. 

967 . Oz•r Observers•3/a•-ch. ByF. tt. King. lb/d.,pp. IXt, xIZ.•A 
list of "Observations to make" respectit•g a tkw birds, beasts, insects. and 
plants, etc. 

968. 7'he 3I(<,v'al/on •/' fiD'ds. 13y Alexander O'Driscoil Taylor. 
Proc. :Vewporl •Val. IIt•,'t. •¾oc., I883-84, pp. 22-24.•Abstract of a paper 
on this snbject read before the Society on Jan. 3, I884. 

969 . Z. is/ ,•' B/rd., .•o/ ,e(tr •V•'zv'por/ •R. L•}. By Col. John Hare 
Powel. Ibht.. pp. 42 ,43.•A nominal list (under English names only) of 
IOI species. 

97 ø . 12•2•eous and lhe P•g,eon Fa,O'. B3' Win. G. Barton. 
Essex &rs/., XVI, t884. pp. 59-S2. A very interesting summary of the 
subject, giving a brief history of the 'pigeon fimc)',' and describing briefly 
the leading varieties of the domesticated bird. Several pages nre devoted 
to the 'tloming Pigeon,' or 'Carrier' Pigeon. and to 'Pigenn-racing,' giving 
statistics of flights, ere. 

97•. &tlell/•rence t'•/ h'ir(ls. By E. E. Pish. Btdl. B/(•t[o 
Field CDtb. I, No. 6,* •884, pp. •29-x38.•On change of habits in conse- 
qnence of experience, with citation of various instances, and remarks on 
instinct, the migration of birds, and variotts interesting anecdotes illus- 
trative of the general subject. 

972. The O,cks •'/hL• Loc•tl/4v • O1/a•,a, Ca,ads]. By W. P. Lett. 
Tr(t;•s. Olla2,•t /;t'cld-255tlttral/s/s' Club, No. 4, PP. 52-64 .•The following 
species are trealed at length: Arias oasc,ra, A. boschas, A/x 
.•,•erqt•,,(h, ht ca rolD•e,sL,', •. discors, D•l,t (,ct•t(t, Fuh•ula /•r;, .... met- 

->• For index m ornithologica] articles in Nos. x% of this publication see Auk, 1, pp. 
x84, z89, x9 o. 


