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it. But a few days ago I was much pleased to receive by mail 
the specimen noxv described. and agreeably surprised to lind it an 
undetermined species. 

He says: "Since I last wrote you. I have been able to procure 
four live specimens of the D()ve, called •Pea Dove' in my list; 
one of them died a da 3 t)r two ago, and I send you the skin, 
which will serve to identi•' the bird." 

On the label is "Pea Dove, 9, Sp. ? Caught alive at Fentenor. 
,St. Georges, Grcnada, •6 Fel).. •884. h'is pale builT' 

RECENT LITERATURE. 

Stejneger on the American Turdida•.*--The so-called -txamily ' Turdid•e 
is here taken in nearly its usually accepted sense, except that the Miral- 
ine. so frequently embraced within it. are excluded. leaving the group as 
here treated nearly equivalent to the Turdinze of Mir. Seebohm's late mono- 
graph of the family.•' Dr. Stejnegerbegins big memoirbv sharply criti- 
•izing Mr. Seebohm's generic groups among the "Putclinic,' the construc- 
tion of which he considers "very radical and opposed to commonly accept- 
ed views"; and states that his own paper"mav be regarded as a reaction 
provoked by the arrangement proposed in the above mentioned work." 
Dr. Stejneger believes that the test :'of color or pattern of color as the 
only character xxhich indicates near relationship," as applied by Mr. 
Seebohm, is arbitrary and leads to inconsistent results: and he devotes 
several pages to 'showing up' some of these inconsistencies, and in 
pointing out that structural characters are much sounder indices of re- 
lationship. He believes that Professor Baird's arrangement of the Ameri- 
can Thrushes, in his 'Review of American birds,' though presented 'six- 
teen to eighteen years ago,' 'is still the best treatment of the subject 
extant.' lie modifies this arrangement, however. by throwing o•tt the 
Mocking ThrnM•es, and adding the so-called 'flunil? Saxicolid,'e. In this 
he is in accord with the views of several recent writers on the subject. 
The family Turdidze, as thus restricted, he divides into two sub-families. 
viz., Turdim'e (sub-divided into the gr½;ups Sialieae, Saxicolete, Turdeae, 
Lusciniem, and Merulem), and Myadestina• (snb-divided into Platycichleae 
and Myadestem). The group Sialleto includes two genera,--l?/dg'way/a 
(gem nov,, type Turdus fiinœcola Sol.) and S/alœa. The group Saxicoleae 

* Remarks on the Systematic Arrangmnent of the American Turdid•. By l,eon- 
hard Stejneger. Prof. U.S. Nat. Mus., i882, pp. 449-483. with numerous cuts. Feb. 
z 3, I883. 

't' Catalogue of Birds in the British Museum, Vol. V, z88•. (See review of thi• 
work in Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VIII, pp. 99-m4.) 



is represented in Xnrth ,\mel'ica by tile single gelltl> ,S'axt'co/•t. but 
incltldc• lbe Old World gelsera Prat/h/co&t. ]½,t/ct//o, etc. The group 
Ttn'dea' i•cltides the th•'ee geuera H•,/oc/ch/(t. Tttydtt,% and 
The group Luscine;t- has •br American represeutatives the gol/tlg 
ru,% and posslbl 5 (?(t,ec•//t, which bas been supposed to occur in Alaska. 
The Merulea' includes zlTert•M. •¾cm•5, e/',ht. C/cMherm/n/a, and 

c•kh&t. The Plalycichle• includes Co.s'.•i)•h•sZ• (gen. nov., type 75•rdux 
reeve/Lawr.), P/aO,ca'hla, and 7?•rd•tmfle/tk. The Myadeste•c conthins 
the single genus •](l,a•l•,sles. fi'om which. boxvever, ,•I. le•tcotis (Tschudi) 
is ren•ovcd, being transferred, as the type of a new geuus •,/omodestca, 
toibe Ptilogolmiid:e. Asregards the much 'elnended' •alne •),adesles, 
Dr. Stejneger •'eviveg Swainson',orlgi•ml orthography. which he main- 
rains is correct. 

The germs Cz?h/he•'mt'•z&g, as Dr. Stejt•eger observes, baa been regarded 
as an inte•'mediate li•,k between the true Thrnshes and the Mocking 
Thrushes. But he a•rms that thN hns resttired fi'om the f•ct that very 
dive•-se species have been associated under Ct'c/t/}•'rm&t/•t (vel 
ro•s), a part of which are true Th•'tlshes and part Mocking Thrushes. 
Ctkhl3erm/n/a (t}-pe C. heymint?r/), in a restricted sense, is retained 
among the Turdinre. while the other •pecie•. formi•g •l•e restricted germs 
J/•t•(•ro•s, are placed among the 51i•ina,. the fbrmer alone being found 
to have a booted tarsus. 

Dr. Stejnegcr's Syl•opais of the thmilyextends only to tbe genera aud 
bigher groups as representedit• America. Tbegenericsynonymyis fully 
given, and the generic diagnoses are s•pplemented by general remarks 
and fignre• ilhtstrative of the principal generic characters.--J. A. A. 

Coues on the Structure of Birds' Ears.--l)r. Cones, in a series of three 

articles receutly published in 'Science,'* gix cs ?. clear and detailed acconnt 
of the mechanism of the c:u' ill birds. taking' the human cal' a• the chief 
basis of compal'isou. The articles are illustrated wiih ilgures--qftcr 
Parker and Ibsen--which aid greatly toaclear conception of the struct- 
ures described.--J. A. A. 

Jeffries on the Epidermal System of Birds.•'--Mr. Jeffries's paper, of 
nearly ibr:y pages and three plates, reports the results of his studies of 
the epidermal appendages in birds, with reft'renee to their structure, 
development, aud homologieg. These appendages e•ubrace the fi'athers, 
scuta, claws, spul's, toe-pads. bill,•combs, wattles, and tile spines of the 
tongue and month, which have been studied as found iu the adult, and 
tbelr development traced from thelbnrth day of incubation. The struc- 
tureof mature feathers is toot considered, this part ()f the subject having 
alre•xdy t'eceived so much attention. Mr. Jeffries's in•estlgatioixs have 

e• A Hearing of Birds' Ears. By Elliott Coues. Science, Vol. II, Nos. 34, 38, and 
39, PP- 422-4=4, $.52-554 , 586-589, Sept. =8, Oct. 26, Nov. =, x$$3, figg. 9. 

• The Epidermal System of Birds. By J. Amory Jeffries. proe. Boston 8oe. Nat. 
Hist., Vol. XXII, pp. =o$-24o, pll. iv-vi. Dec. 


