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GENERAL NOTES. 

Abnormal Coloration in a Caged Robin.--Through the kindness of its 
owner, Mr. A. R. Crittenden, I have recently examined a caged Robin 
(Taralas mi•ratorlus) which is now in peculiar plumage, and which has a 
somewhat unusual Iristory. When taken from tile nest, about six years 
ago, it was perfectly normal in color of plmnage, and so remaiued fbr two 
years. It has moulted once a )'ear, in early autumn. After the fourth 
moult a few white feathers were noticed, and here and there a black one, 

but it was not until the following year--after the fifth moult--that the 
change xvas marked. The bird then appeared with wings and tail almost 
completely white, while below he was clear black, except for a side patch of 
red under each wing, and the usual white bell),. The following winter 
(last winter)• he came out in perfectly normal plumage. thongh Mr. Crit- 
tenden thinks the colors were unusually rich. 

This winter, again, the abuormal dress has been assumed, but varying 
somewhat in detail. He now appears as follows: Above clear black; 
tail mostly white; interscapulars and most of the wing-f•atbers white on 
outer webs; chin, throat, belly, and nmter-tail coverts normal. The 
upper breast showsa somewhatcrescent-shaped patch of red, and almost 
as continuations of this on either side are red patches under the wings. 
Af•w red feathers down tbe middle of tile breast imperfectly separate the 
black which would otherwise tbrm a siugle large pectoral patch. The 
white about the eyes is normal. The bird is areale, apparently in perfect 
health, and with a voracious appetite. Itis fbodhas heen principally one 
part prepared Mocking-bird food to three parts Indian meal, the whole 
mixed together with a teaspoonful of melted lard. Iu addition to this he 
has had only alittle fruit anda few insects. mostly hotme-fiies.--XV. B. 
BARROWS, Middlelown. Conn. 

[Two previous instances of melanism in the Robin have been recorded 
in the 'Bulletin of the Nuttall Oruitbological Club' (Vol. I, p. 24; Vol. 
[II. p. 47).-- Eur2.] 

Nest and Eggs of the Ruby-crowned Kinglet (]½e,(,'nlus calendttla).-- 
My fi'iend, Mr. Frnnk W. Ritchie. of Ottawa. who is at present attcuding 
Bishop's College, at Lennoxville, •ebec, has kindly furnished me with 
the followingdescriptiou of these rarities •k)r publication in -The Auk.' 

:'A nest of the Ruby-crowned Kinglet was found by two fi'iends of mine. 
uear Lennoxville. on May xY, x882. The nest was pensile. and was at- 
tachedtoabranch of a small tree, a few fkct t¾om the gronnd. Itwas 
composed of fine moss, evenly and firmly t•lted. aud was lined with brig-ht 
tkatbers of tim Wild Pigeun. The inside was alumst eutirely hidden from 
view by the upper t•athers of the lining beiu• caught at the edge of the 
uest: curving g-racefifily toward the centre, their points almost meeting-, 
they letl but a small opening. The uest meaaured ten inches iu cir- 


