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5' The dates at which various insects are first seen. 
6. The dates of the flowering of various platits. 
7- The dates of the !eating antl fidling of the leaves of var- 

ious trees and shrubs. 

8. The dates of the breaking tip and disappearance of the 
ice in rivers and lakes in spring. and of the fi'eczinõ over of the 
same in the fall. 

C. ItARq' •IEgRiAM, 

CAairma•z o.f C'omm/llee on 
Lotres/ Grove, Lewis 

RECENT LITERATURE. 

Nelson's Birds of Bering Sea and the Arctic Ocean.*--The late 
Mr. G. R. Gray, who had a habit of literal exactitude in handling 
the names of birds, might have reaped a fine crop of new generic 
and specific terms from this treatise, in which many of the scientific 
designations are misprinted in bold4b. ced typ% not all of these being 
accounted for in the list of errata which constitutes page 56c. It is easy 
to see that a page of matter relating- to the Spoon-billcd Sandpiper 
divorces two species of,dclodromas from the other two treated: but 
by the erratuln leaf alone cau •ve discover that the matter headed flr- 
•ua•'e[[a marœlhmt relates to a bird "latel.y described by Mr. Ridgway"i 

* Contained in: Cruise [ of the ] Revenue-steamer I Corwin [ in [ Alaska and the 
N. \V. Arctic Ocean [ in I •88•. [ -- i Notes and Memoranda: Medical and Anthropo- 
logical; I Botanical; Ornithological. [--[Washington: [ Government Printing Office. 
] •883. • vol. 4to, pp. 1.--56, .56 a•ff,, .57--i2o, with t2 pl]. not numbered and some not 

lettered, and various woodec. in text. The ornithological matter is half-titled [ -- ] 
Birds of Bering Sea anti the Arctic Ocean. ] By ] E. ¾V. Nelson. [ -- ] 55 ] It occupies 
PP. 55, 56, 56a--f 57 --•xS, with 4 colored plates. 

In mechanical execution this piece of book-making is a miraculous botch. One 
familiar with the possibilities of political printing has still something to learn from in- 
spection of this realization. In the copy examined, for example, the title-page is upside 
down, and makes the fifth leaf of the book, preceded by a bastard title-page and two 
pages of text, likewise upside down, and faced by a plate of a fish which helongs to an 
ichthyoiogical article at the end of the book though no hint of ichtbyology is given in 
the statement of 'Notes and memoranda' which the title drily sets forth, while the bro- 
ken pagination and the entirely unnumbered and partly unlettered plates prepare us 
for the typographical eccentricities above noted. 
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i.e., to •t. couesL And so on. It is a pity that so valuable and inter- 
estinga treatise as this of Mr. Nelson's Mmuld not have been more care- 
fnlly printed. 

The author ',tccompanied the 'Cotwin' on her cruise in search of the 
'Jeannette' during the latter part of the summer of xSSI. We quote:-- 

"On June2i, we left Saint Michaels and crossed Bering Sea to Saint 
Lawrence Island and Plover Bay on the Siberiau coast; thence along the 
coast and through the Straits and northwest in the Arctic to the vicinity 
of Nordenski61d's winter quarters .... Theucewe returued again to Saint 
Lawrence Island and to SaintMichaeN. After remainlug here a short 
time, we returned to the Arctic. touching at all the islands in Bering 
Straits; and during the remainder of the summer visited in succession the 
entireAlaskau coast-line from Bering Straits to Point Barrow, including 
Kotzebue Sound, and on the Siberian shore fi'om the Straits to North Cape. 
We also cruised along the edge of the ice-pack, landing upon Herald and 
Wrangel Islands. On Sept. 14, we passed through Bering Straits bound 
south; and after remaining sometime at Ounalaska in the Aletitian 
Islands, .... we leh, October 4. borneward bound. 

"The observatious upon •'bich the presetit paper i* based were made 
both during the cruise jnst detailed. and in addition are the rextilts of ob- 
servations made by lnyself during over four years' residence at Saint 
Michaels, and explorations carried on in various directions from that 
point. In addition. I have usedinfomnationobtainedfi'omvarionsreports 
which have been issned regarding the region in question .... 

"The species givenibr the Alaska coast and the islands of Bering Sea 
are almost, or quite, a complete li,t of the birds found there; but the 

- species mentioned upon the Siberian coast ibrm only a small quota of those 
occurring in that region." 

A/•er •ome pages concisely de,•criptive of the region and its avifauna, 
the author proceecl,• to treat. in more or less detail, no t•wer than 192 
species of bird•, North American with l•w exceptions. The interesting 
notes are chiefl) , those of a field naturalist, the technicalities of tile subject 
being at a minimum. The determination of the species. we presume. and 
the terminology employed. rest upou excelleut anthoriU'. 

The nearness of America to Asia in this latitude. tbe narrowness 

between meridians in Arctic reglon•. and the homogeneoushess of circum- 
polar faunae, all tend to blend the birds of the txvo continents. Forty 
•niles of Arctic ocean ix nothing in the distribution ol' birds. and in fact 
two faunteino•culate here. This seems to be brought about in two ways, 
one of whicbistbe actual interchange of types of birds characteristic of 
the ' Old' and ' New \Vorkt ' respectively. As our knowledge o( the bird 
t;auna of North Alaska has mathred. we have lengthened our North Amer- 
ican list of snch types; and quite possibly, wheo the Siberian t;auna is as 
well known, an Asiatic list may be the gainer by suudry acquisitions from 
our side. Among the Old World forms found in Alaska we *nay mention 
the folloxving: PkylloscojSus boreal/s. Parus ctStclus, Buclyles jqaz,ua, 
Anlhus jSralens/s, 211otac/lla ocular/s, P«,rrhu/a casshtL All of these 
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oscine Passeres are treated by Mr. Nelson, excepting the htst one. The 
]•arus is rated as the vat. •rœscscens of Sharp and Dresser, said to be "the 
much grayer and somewhat larger Eastern Siberian form," occurring in 
Alaska. If this determination holds, "/øarus clnclus" of the American 

list becomes P. clnclus g•rL•escens.* The Molac/lla oculart:•, well known 
from Plover Bay, Siberia, and lately tbund in California, is stated to have 
been observed by Mr. L. M. Tin'her in the spring of x88t on Atkha. the wes- 
tern-most island of the Aleutian chain. The AsiaticLanlus crœshtZus, though 
not yet to be added to our fauna. coines near it. a specimen having been 
lbund at Wrangel Island. The Asiatic •vlvla eversnzannœis in similar 
case, having been found by Mr. Nelson uortheast of the Straits. 

Amm)g water birds, as might be expected, Alaska has thus far yielded 
a number of Old World forms. The Asiatic Golden Plover, Charadrius 
•'klvus of authors, •vas recorded some years ago. Mr. Nelson now speaks 
of the Mongolian Plover, •fft'al[les •tzo•tffolt'c?ts, saying that "there i• a 
single record of this bird's occurrence in Alaska." "Two specimens were 
procured nn Choris Peninsula, in Kotzebue sound, during the stunmet of 
•849." •' This bird has thus far escaped inclusion in the North American 
lists. The Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, •4c[odromas acum/•rtla, an Asiatic 
species, is an interesting addition to our Fauna lately made by Mr. Nelson 
at Saint Michael's, Alaska, where it is said tohe "abundant" during the 
autmnn. Decidedly the most interesting of this group, the Spoon-billed 
Sandpiper, •2u•Tnork},nchus ,•.v•m•t•.*. though only obtained by Mr. 
Nelson on the Siberian side, is now to be added unquestionably to the 
American list. •. Of this extremely rare and curions bird, of which perhaps 
only about 3 ̧, lnostly Indian, specimens are known to exist, Mi' Nelson 
•vas so fortunate as to sectire a fine adnlt Ikmale, in breeding dress (June 26), 
making the second known in this plmnage-- that figured in the ' Ibis,' as 
below cited, having relnained until now unique. As Mr. Ilarting has sur- 
mised, the breedtug place of the species has proven to be the northeast 
Arctic shore of Asia, whence it is but a step to reach the opposite 
tinent. Mr. Nelson gives a full description of the plumages, and also 
figures his beautiful specimen. Such other Asiatic species as the Pacific 

* \Ve have long had stereotyped in the plates of the new editioa of the ' Key', under 
hallie of ]•tt•w.• ß /llld3'Olll'('ll.t' eUll?7t, an Alaskan Til, apparently before uadescrihed, resem- 
bling ]5 /t•dsonic•t.,, lint larger, with longer tail (nearly 3.oo inches) and apparently 
bearing the same rclati•m to ,5•/(tso•tict•s proper thai [•..I't•/t'll[IV'O?ltI//S (iOeS to f•. 

ñ See I{arting, Ibis, •87o, p. 386; P.Z.S., •87• , p. 

.v It is recorded by Hartin.g, P. Z. S., •87L pp. Hr, xt4, from Choris Peninsula, th(. 
specimen said to have been procured there in •849, ant[ figured in the Ibis, •869, p.426, 
Pl. XlI, being supposed to be the only one known to exist in summer plumage. The 
species was lately noted 1)y Ridgway as oecarring at Point Barro•, in Bull. U.S. Nat. 
Mus., No. 2x, x88r, p. 85. Without refbrenee to the earlier record here cited, we lately 
included it in our Check I,ist, •882, p. r36, with some hesitation, as we nnderstood that 
the alleged Point Barrow occarrence was open to qaestion. There seeills, hox,,ever, 
no reason to dot/bt the actual occt/rrence of the species Oll the American side, anti it 
should take proper place now as a 'North American' bird. 
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Godwit, Lœmosa uroj6)%o'ialls of Gould. or L. l(t•bfio,ica 
as Mr. Nelson gives it; the %Vantiering Tattler. Hcleroscelus iucanus; the 
Bristle-hellied Curlew. WumeJt[tts tat7/ensls (• •moralis Peale). com- 
plete the list of Waders already knoxvn to reach onr shores and included 
by Mr. Nelson in the present connection. 

The other of the two methods. above alluded to, by which the Asiatic 
and the American faume come together is a cm'ious one. if it can be 
substantiated. Thongh. us isxvell knowm the Eas/ern North American 
•mna reaches the Pacific in the latitudes of Alaska, yet there seems to be 
in that region an approach of some American tbrms to the cbaractersof 
their Asiatic or European conspecie•. Perhaps the case could be more 
rigoronsly defined a• the tendency tda 4ngle circum•olar type of con- 
species which iklrther sonth become better di•krentia•ed in any meridian 
and very likely some tbrms now quoted as peculiarl)' Alaskan, in so far a• 
North America is concerned, may prove eharacterlstic rather of mir whole 
Arctic coast. The case seems to be best marked among Birds of Prey. 
According to what we presmne to be Mr. Ridgway's indentifications, Mr. 
Nelson's article gives u•. fi•r example, a• Alaskan, •flu/a. cD•erea and 
(7]ultt c/heres h•fi•o•tlca; z•l'ctde t(,,•-ma[mi and •ychtle teug'malm[ r/ch- 
ardsong; Stt•'nht J•t•t•'rea and Sttrut3t ?hnerea ulqla; •li('ro•dco 
canal/cans and [[ier•/•tlco g3,•:•dco sacer: with two form* oF Peregrines. 
Falco •ereg•,/ntts nc•vhts, and F. •er&(•r/,•ts peallf. XVaiving what might 
be said against the distinctness of any or all of these related f•rm•. and 
suming subspecific charutters to be c•tablished, have we in such cases as 
tho•e oF the three Owls the Old World tbrm• acttmllv reaching us fi'om 
AMs? ()r rather, have we not the Anterican •brms merging toward the 
pole into the common s•ock or stem of the species? 

Excepting the three OwN mentioned. all the Alaskan Bird• of Prey are 
noted hyMr. Nelson under the recognized name* of supposed Ameriean 
tbrms, as •an(t[on halht;;lus "caro[[neus/s"; Arch3uleo lag'•fltts sancl3 
/ohann/s; •qu/{a chO,saFlus "cansdens/s2' etc. A 14ubo 
'• subarct/cus" is given ;tnlon•' the ()xvls which occasionally viMt the conat 
of' Bering Sea. 

The case of the Ptarmigan. as presented by Mr. Nel,on, canbe under- 
stood only by reference to the erratnm tealk One is Lag.op.$ a/bus. Two 
others (Nos. 78 and 79) are to be treated as one, both being headed 
"La•opt•,• •'tOes/rL,', Rock Ptarmigan." Thirdly comes No. 8o, a certain 
"/,ag'o•us ru•t:s/r/s occ[•h,u/al/s, Turner, Arkhah Ptarmigan." This is 
the •nme hird as that recently published by Mr. L.M. Tin'her (Proc. U. 
S. Nat. Mus.. tS83, p. •). under the name ofLagtOus m,/us ir/k•enst•. [koln 
Atkha Island. and the hume La,4,'opus ru•es/rt• occ/de,/o/t• is corrected 
among the errata. Mr. Turner's later determination is to call the nexv 
Ptarmigan Lag,'o•us muDes a/k•e•ts/s. We may add, however, that we 
have ourselves no thith whatever in the validity of the distinctions 
songhtto he established hv Mr. Turner among the Ptarmigans of the 
,iu/us or i'tt•cx/•¾s type. and we base this view in the muin upon 
Mr. Turner'sown •latement oF the case. He may be quite right, however. 
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in reducing the North American L. ru_pestris to a subspecies of i. taurus. 
Mr. Nelson's fourth Ptarmigan is headed "Lag'opus al•inus, Subalpine 
Ptarmigan," and is only reported as from Siberia, and upon Norden- 
ski/51d's authority. 

The Alaska Crane, noted as Grus _/)'aterculus Cassin, is said to be ex- 
tremely com•non on the coast of Norton Sound. 

The Geese of the Canada Goose type are given as two, Bernicla cana- 
densis leuco•arœa of Cassin, the smaller species. and ]3. canadens[s occl- 
denlalœs of Baird, a larger one fi'om the •vest coast, noted by Baird in x858, 
but overlooked for some years. We are inclined to endorse thesedetermin- 
ations, some late examinations of our Geese having led us to believe that 
there are four recognizable though dolnbtless intergrading Geese of North 
America of the canadensœs type--two larger and txvo smaller subspecies. 
The large B. canadensis proper has its western representative in B.c. 
occœclenlalis, as the small B.c. hulchœnsi has its in B.c. leuco2•aria, * The 
': strange and handsome" Emperor Goose (Ph[lacle canaft[ca) is given as 
occurring "in thousands" from the Yukon to Cape Vancouver. Tbe Eu- 
ropean Widgeon (31rareca 5•enelo•e), is given upon H. W. Elltott's record; 
the American also occurs. Steller's Eider (Polystlcta steller[) is noted as 
widely distributed over the coasts of Betlug Sea, and as "extremely nmn- 
erous" along the Aleutian chain in winter. Lam56ronetla fischerl, the 
Spectacled Eider, is said to be com•non and in some places abundant along 
the Alaskan shore of Bering Sea as far north as Norton Sound. Other 
Eiders and three Scoters also occm-i the Velvet Scorer is given as Melan- 
e/ta fusca. 

Among the northern Gulls, the Ivory Gull, Pa•(•ila eburnea, seems to 
be absent from Bering Sea, though reported by Nordenski61d from North- 
east Siberia. The Kittiwakes are R/ssa brevt'roslr/s, and /i'. tr[dact_¾l•t 
kotzebut't'. There is in tiff[ group the same typographical or other con- 
fusion noted for "L•tgo]Sus ru•estrL•"; for two (}liDs, according to the 
errata to be treated as one, are separately headed "Larus cachgnnans" 
Pall. One (No. •52) is, however, Englished as the •' Siberian Iierring' 
Gull," the other (No. t53 ) as " Pallas's lterring Gull"; while, to add to 
the confi•sion, another species (No. •5•) ig also called "Siberian Gull," 
but headed Larus aft, it's Reinh. L. a,•t/s is said to be •:numerous" at 
Plover Bay and elsewhere. 

The rare and beautiful Rkoclos/e/hœa roses was taken in October. at Saint 

Michael's--a yonng of the year. Mention is alsn nmde of Nordenski61d's 
Siberian adult of July x, x879, and the eight speci•nens procured by Mr. 
R. L. Newcolub. Naturalist of the 'Jeannette,' ouly three of which reached 
the Smitbsonian, wltb Mr. Nelson's one making the only.thin' specimens 
at present known to exist in any American collections. 

Among the Petrels. the Slender-billed Fnhnar. Prœocella lenut'roslr/.• 
(Aud.) Rids. (the Thalassoœca•lachtlo/ch,s of some). is noted as Alaskan on 
the strength of DaWs Kotzebue Sound record. "A large dark Petrel repeat- 

* As described and figured by Cassin in z855. Illust. B. Cal., etc., p. 272 , pl. 45--but 
whether leucoparia of Brandt is another question. 
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cdlv seen" on the wav •outh from the Aleutians is supposed to have been 
•l•mocgorea me[•ta (Bp.) Coues. In the same com-•e, for nearly a 
thonsand miles ;' scarcely a day passed but a Petrel with the bell• white" 
was seen• this is identified a• Fre•e/la grraHarh•, not impossibly col 
rectly, though the identification of mo•t Petrels oo the wing- is too difficult 
to make this case satisfactory. 

Co•ymbus adams/and C. •ac(#cus are both given. a• fiUI specie•, and as 
occurring begides C. /orqttalus and C. arc•tkus. 

Of J/chl•. no t•wer than fifteen representatives are given, ,•ynlhl/bo- 
rhamph•eswurmeztesume not included. The mo•t important point in this 
conuectinn is made Jn the rediscovery and perfect identiiication of Brach- 
yrham•hus kit/ligzl/ of I}randt. long a doubtful bird to American or- 
nithologists, no specimen being known in this country. Mr. Nelson took 
one in breeding plumage in the spring of x877 , at Ottoalaska, and after- 
ward anotherxvas secured by Mr. Turner thrther west in the Aleutian 
chain. We have had the pleagure of handling Mr. Nelson's specimen, 
among many other of his bird• kindly submitted to our inspection. 
It is certainly distinct from auv Auk known to u• when our mouograph of 
the family was prepared, and we have nddoubtof the accuracy of the 
identification which has been made. A colored plate will probably be 
published in another connection. 

What general criticism we might pa•s upon this notable paper xvould 
add notbingto its value. and mav be gathered fi-om what has preceded. 
Obseurc as it is upon somepoiots. and much asit lacks of detailed infof 
marion respecting the he,finland egg• of sundry notable Arctic birdg, 
we cannot be too thankful for wimt we are here g'iven of novelty, variety, 
and interest. We should not omit to add that it is illustrated with four 

colored plates. executed bv Mr. Ridaway, representing 3Iolacilla ocuhtris, 

of life size aud equally bandsome. • E. C. 

Cory's Beautiful and Curious Birds.--The recent appearance of Part VII 
completes the work. which consiat• of twenty plate•. xvith accompanying 
text. Ten of the ptate• relate tn as many species of Birds of Paradise: 
others include the Dodo. the Kiwi (J•/e•ivx artstraitOr), the Lyre Bird, the 
Ruff, the Spotted Bower Bird, the Black-headed Prover or Crocodile Bird, 
and the Sacred Ibis. be,ide• snch American species a• the Great Auk, the 
Labrador I)uck. aud the Calitbrnia Condor. The plate•, in part drawn 
anti lithograpbed bv the well-kuown bird-artist Smidt, are auperb illustra- 
tions of some of the •no*t striking tbrms of bird-litE. While not, from the 
uature of the subject,, of high acientific value, it is a work of art and 
natural history combined. and a• such will be welcomed by lovers of birds 
and fine books. lti* dedicated to Mr, J. A. Alleu.•kV. B. 

Stejneger and Ridgway on Birds of the Commander Islands.•In a let- 
ter* dated Bering Island, September 3 o, t882, addressed to Prof. Baird, 

* Contributions to the History of the Commander Islands. No. •. Notes on the 
Natural History, including Descriptions of New Cetaceans. By I.eonhard Stejneger. 
Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., x883, pp. 58-89. Jnly 2x, x883. 


