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In general, elegans is paler and grayer (less olivaceous) than douglasii and all the
ventral markings are larger and more diffused. From bensoni it differs in slightly
darker and more olivaceous dorsal coloration, and in the obsolescence or absence
of rusty spotting on the breasts of the males. From both doxglasii and (particu-
larly) bensoni it differs in decidedly less reddish sides and flanks. As I pointed
out some years ago (1931c), bensoni, while a pale, grayish race, very frequently has
the pectoral region of the males marked with terminal spots of rusty red, and the
flanks and sides are more extensively and more brightly red than in the Sinaloa
race. On two specimens from La Trompa in extreme southwestern Chihuahua,
Friedmann has named Lophortyx douglasii languens, the chief supposed character
of which is rusty breast spotting. I have examined these specimens in the Museum
of Comparative Zoblogy and fail to see any feature to distinguish them from
bensoni except the very slightly more olivaceous coloration which reflects an ap-
proach to elegans. Friedmann correctly attaches no importance to the relative amounts
of black and white in the throat patches of the males but he is in error in believ-
ing the (usually) uniformly dark crests of female bensoni to be of value as a dis-
tinguishing character. All three of the female doxglasii from San Blas examined
by me, two in the British Museum and one in the Dickey collection, have uni-
form, blackish brown (sepia) crests, a feature which would at once place them in
bensoni in Friedmann's “Key.” Individual variation in this respect is very marked
in both bensoni and elegans. Age seemingly enters into the picture, somewhat, for
one-year-old females appear to be more variegated than adults.

Appended here are the wing, tail, and wing-tip measurements of 10 fully adult
males of bensoni from central Sonora, of 10 fully adult males of elegans from ex-
treme southwestern Sonora, and of a male and three females of douglasii from
San Blas. The short tail of donglasii appears to be a diagnostic character, but there
seems to be not much difference in wing length between northern and southern
populations. One-year-old birds (distinguished by the spotted primary coverts)
average about 5 mm. shorter.

bensoni

Wing.—117-111-115-120-118-113-116-114-115-116.
Tail.—96-81-84-87-95-79-90-87-86-83.
Tip.—8-9-21-25-16-9-5-20-5-15.

elegans

Wing.—116-111-109-111-110-114-115-121-110-112.
Tail.—88-85-78-84-89-91-86-99-86-99-74-82.
Tip.—6-0-5-7-0-8-11-3-0-11.

douglasii 3

Wing.—114.
Tail—65 (badly abraded).
Tip—14.

douglasii @ (T=type)
Wing.—109t-108-109.
Tail.—missingt-65-70.
Tip.—not recordedt-6-not recorded.














