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A REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE

Prom Mr. John V. Donnis, Route 1, Box 376, Lcesburg, Virgzinia,
comes a rcquest for information in connoctlon witl’l a pro,jcct which
should bo of interost to EBBA mambers. Contributions should be sont
directly to ifr, Donnis. Quotations from his lotter follows

"hat are the-individual food prefarences of” thoso specles
attracted by artificially supnlied bait? ...Do speciecs come to favored
baits whercover they are supplied, or aro they attracted only in cortezin
parts of their range or at aitn Eeasons?

"For sovor yvars I have beon running down tho answers to just
such quostions as these. ...Through cxperionce in soveral s ections of
the eountry, I have geinod porsonal knowledzc as to local variations
in foodinz habits. Also, I have bocome acquainted with en ever incrcas—
ing nunbor of the birds which bandors arc able to attract.

Maving always found so much that was now and intercsting at the
fooding or banding station, I, for a long time, have boon keeping notes
in the oxpoctation that some day I would be able to make my findings
available to othors, Somo matcrial has alrcady scon light in dudubon
Magzazine and olsecwhero, but my ambition is to place in book form the
most important of my own obsorvations and those of otherss

"To obtain the vivid sort of poersonal accounts which conpain a
wide cross~soction of .knowledge end cxporience, I havo written to band~
ors and fooding-station opcrators over most of tho United Statos and
Canadas + s« From the large number of valuable lettors I have received, I
aelrcady have adequate matcrial on most of tho spocles and topics I am
covering, It is becoming moro apparont to me that I have a great
rosponsibility to presont this material in a liveoly, readablo, and
informativo manncre

"Bachk spccics will be taken up in chock-list order, including only
those birds known to come to focding and banding stations for food,
not wator. ¢If this book is to prove of maximum valuo to bandors, it
would appoar to the Bditor that a section should be dovoted to those

specics which are attracted only by water or even to non~food attract— °





