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The fall migration, 1971. Marked weathH^fAit^^gtion 
correlation, changing ranges, notable mct^ ^ ^ B und 

the question: "Could the increase in disoWUgd 
insectiverous migrants result from DDT accumulations

in brain tissues”?

Long-tailed Jaeger, Gilchrist, Texas, November 28, 1971. First authenticated state record. Photo/John L.
Tveten

In  m a n y  w a y s , th is  m ig ra tio n  se a s o n  w as a 
v e ry  u n u su a l o n e . A  c a re fu l re a d in g  o f  th e  r e p o r ts  
th a t  fo llo w  re v e a ls  p re c e d e n ts  b e in g  s e t  n e a r ly  
e v e ry w h e re . I t  is n o t th e  k in d  o f  se a s o n  I w o u ld  
h a v e  p ic k e d  fo r  m y  f i r s t  a t te m p t a t a  C h an g in g  
S e a so n s  su m m a ry , b u t th e re  is n o  la c k  o f  in te re s t
ing o b s e rv a tio n s  to  p o n d e r . M o s t o f  u s  te n d  to  
th in k  o f  m ig ra tio n  s e a s o n s  a s  e x c itin g  tim e s  w h en  
th e  a v e r a g e ,  r e l a t i v e ly  s e d e n ta r y  p e r s o n  c a n  
re m a in  in h is  h o m e  re g io n  a n d  e n jo y  th e  p a ss a g e  
o f  a  p a n o ra m a  o f  m ig ra n ts . B u t m ig ra tio n  fo r 
a  bird is s e r io u s  a n d  r isk y  b u s in e s s ,  th o u g h  th is  
s id e  o f  th e  c o in  is  ra re ly  se e n  b y  th e  a v e ra g e  
b ird e r  u n le s s  h e  c h e c k s  a T V  to w e r  o r  w itn e s se s  
so m e  o th e r  m ig ra tio n  m o r ta l i ty . A  h igh  p ro p o r 
tio n  o f  e a c h  y e a r 's  p ro d u c tio n  o f  ju v e n i le  p a s 
s e r in e s  m u s t b e  lo s t  in  th e  c o u rs e  o f  th e  tw o  
m ig ra tio n s  th e y  m u s t m a k e  b e fo re  th e y  b re e d  
fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e . M ig ra to ry  b e h a v io r  is a  p ro d u c t  
o f  e v o lu t io n , i .e . ,  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  a c c ru e d  by  th e  
in d iv id u a l as a  re s u lt  o f  m ig ra tin g  e x c e e d  th e  
r isk s  in v o lv e d . M ig ra tio n  in  b ird s  is g e n e ra lly  
th o u g h t to  h a v e  e v o lv e d  s e v e ra l tim e s , an d  th e  
s e l e c t i o n  p r e s s u r e s  w h ic h  le d  to  m ig r a t io n  
u n d o u b te d ly  d if fe re d  fro m  sp e c ie s  to  s p e c ie s . In  
t h e  r e p o r ts  th a t  fo llo w  th e r e  is  e v id e n c e  o f  th e
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d e v e lo p m e n t o f  m ig ra to ry  p a tte rn s  in th e  H o u s e  
F in c h  (S o u th e rn  A tla n t ic  C o a s t)  an d  C a tt le  E g re t 
(F lo r id a ) . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , s in c e  m ig ra tio n  
c a r r ie s  m a n y  d a n g e rs  w ith  it, w e  w o u ld  e x p e c t 
th e  b e h a v io r  to  d i s a p p e a r  q u ic k ly  u n le s s  it is 
s t r o n g ly  f a v o r e d  b y  n a tu r a l  s e l e c t i o n .  T h is  
a p p e a rs  to  b e  p re c is e ly  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  in 
th e  c a s e  o f  th e  h u n d re d s  o f  B a ltim o re  O rio le s  
th a t  n o w  o v e rw in te r  in  th e  S o u th e a s t,  su b s is tin g  
o n  o ra n g e s  p ro v id e d  a t  fe e d in g  s ta tio n s .

M o s t n a tu r a l  p o p u la t io n s  a re  q u ite  v a r ia b le  
a n d  it s e e m s  r e a s o n a b le  th a t  so m e  in d iv id u a ls  
a re  m o re  h ig h ly  m o tiv a te d  to  m ig ra te  th a n  o th e rs . 
T h e s e  la t te r  b ird s  b e c o m e  p a r t ic u la r ly  o b v io u s  
in  s e a s o n s  lik e  th is  o n e , d e s c r ib e d  b y  n e a rly  all 
r e p o r te r s  as e x c e p tio n a lly  la te . O n ly  fo u r  a re a s  
in  th e  fa r  W e s t w e re  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by  c o o le r -  
th a n - n o r m a l  w e a th e r  a n d  v ir tu a l ly  a ll r e p o r ts  
c o n ta in e d  a  le n g th y  lis t  o f  re c o rd  la te  d e p a r tu re  
d a t e s .  T h e  c o m in g  w in t e r  s h o u ld  s e e  m a n y  
u n u su a l r e c o r d s  o f  b i r d s  w h ic h  fa iled  to  c o m p le te  
th e i r  m ig ra tio n s . I f  m ild e r , m o re  o p e n  w in te rs  
w e re  to  b e c o m e  th e  t r e n d  w e w o u ld  e x p e c t  to  
se e  an  in c re a se  in th e  n u m b e rs  o f  th e s e  lin g erin g  
in d iv id u a ls . A s  it is , th e  m a jo rity  p ro b a b ly  d o  
n o t su rv iv e .

T h e  m o s t  u n iq u e  f e a t u r e  o f  th e  R e g io n a l  
R e p o r ts  to  fo llo w  is th a t ,  a t  le a s t  p o te n tia l ly , 
th e y  c a n  p ro v id e  w id e  g e o g ra p h ic  c o v e ra g e  o f
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th e  m ig ra tio n  e v e n ts  a c c o m p a n y in g  a  p a r t ic u la r  
w e a th e r  s i tu a t io n . T h e re  w e re  tw o  p a r t ic u la r ly  
n o ta b le  p e r io d s  d u rin g  fa ll, 1971 th a t  co m b in e d  
a n  in te re s t in g  w e a th e r  p a t te rn  w ith  g o o d  fie ld  
c o v e ra g e  o v e r  a  w id e  a re a  (S e p t . 17-19 an d  O c t. 
3 1 -N o v . I).

S E P T E M B E R  17 - 19 A N D  V A G R A N T S

. O n e  o f  th e  m o s t in tr ig u in g  n e w  p a tte rn s  d u rin g  
m ig ra tio n s  in  r e c e n t  y e a rs  h a s  b e e n  th e  in c re a s in g  
o c c u r r e n c e  o f  e a s te rn  m ig ra n ts , p a r t ic u la r ly  w a r
b le r s , on  th e  W e s t C o a s t ,  e sp e c ia lly  in C a lifo r
n ia . T h is  se a s o n  p ro v id e d  a n  im p re ss iv e  a r ra y  
o f  s u c h  v a g ra n ts , a s  th e y  h a v e  c o m e  to  b e  c a lle d . 
N o t  n e a r ly  e n o u g h  c o n c e n tra te d  w o rk  h as  b e e n  
d o n e  o n  th is  p h e n o m e n o n , b u t A u s tin  (C ondor, 
73: 455-462) h a s  re c e n tly  su m m a riz e d  th e  a v a il
a b le  in fo rm a tio n  o n  th e  o c c u r re n c e  a n d  tim in g  
o f  m o v e m e n ts  o f  th e s e  sp e c ie s . H e  d iv id e d  th e m  
in to  fo u r  g ro u p s  b a se d  o n  th e ir  b re e d in g  ra n g e s . 
T h o s e  g ro u p s  w h ic h  h a v e  b re e d in g  p o p u la t io n s  
w e s t  o f  th e  R o c k ie s  m ig ra te  o n  th e  W e s t C o a s t  
a t  a b o u t  th e  sa m e  tim e  th a t  e a s te rn  p o p u la t io n s  
m ig ra te . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , sp e c ie s  w h ich  o n ly  
b re e d  in  th e  E a s t  o c c u r  o n  th e  W e s t C o a s t  o v e r  
th r e e  w e e k s  la te r , o n  th e  a v e ra g e , th a n  th e  p e a k s  
o f  m ig ra tio n  in th e  E a s t .  T h e  tr u e  v a g ra n ts  p ro b 
a b ly  fa ll in  th is  c a te g o ry  a n d  m o s t o f  th e  re c o rd s  
in  a u tu m n  a re  o f  im m a tu re s . P a r t  o f  th e  e x p la n a 
tio n  fo r  th e  g re a t ' in c re a s e  in r e c e n t  r e c o r d s  o f  
th e s e  sp e c ie s  m ay  lie  in th e  in c re a s in g  n u m b e r  
o f  o b s e r v e rs  a fie ld  in  a p p ro p r ia te  lo c a tio n s  (e .g ., 
th e  F a ra l lo n  Is la n d s ) ,  a s  A u s tin  su g g e s ts . B u t, 
a s  h e  p o in ts  o u t ,  a  c h a n g e  in d is tr ib u tio n a l  p a t te rn  
m u s t  b e  in v o lv e d  in  th e  c a se  o f  so m e  s p e c ie s , 
e sp e c ia lly  th e  B lack p o ll W a rb le r , u n re c o rd e d  in 
C a lifo rn ia  p r io r  to  1955 a n d  n o w  fo u n d  in la rg e  
n u m b e rs  o n  m an y  d a y s .

W h ile  th e y  a re  p e rh a p s  m o re  n o tic e a b le  th e re ,  
v a g ra n ts  a re  n o t c o n fin e d  to  th e  W e s t C o a s t.  
In  th e  N o r th e a s t  n u m b e rs  o f  sp e c ie s  re g u la rly  
a p p e a r  in  a u tu m n  th a t  a re  w ell n o r th  o f  th e  lim its  
o f  th e i r  b re e d in g  ra n g e s . T h e y  h a v e  m o v e d  in 
a  n o r th e r ly  r a th e r  th a n  a  s o u th e r ly  d ire c tio n . T h e  
p a tte rn s  o f  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  a ll th e s e  v a g ra n ts  h a v e  
th e  p o te n tia l  to  te ll u s  so m e th in g  b a s ic  a b o u t 
m ig ra to ry  m e c h a n ism s . T h e  p ro b le m  is to  a sk  
th e  r ig h t q u e s t io n s  o f  a  g o o d  s e t  o f  d a ta . In  p ra c 
t ic e ,  a d e q u a te  c o v e ra g e  o f  th e  m ig ra tio n  e v e n ts  
is  n e a rly  a lw a y s  lack in g . T h is  fa ll la rg e  n u m b e rs  
o f  v a g ra n ts  w e re  re c o r d e d  o n  th e  C a lifo rn ia  c o a s t 
o n  S e p t. 17-19, 25-26 , O c t .  2-3 , an d  O c t. 17. 
A ll o f  t h e s e  d a t e s  f a l l  o n  w e e k e n d s  a n d  th e  
r e c o r d s  a r e  o b v io u s ly  p a r t l y  a  p r o d u c t  o f  
in c re a s e d  c o v e ra g e  o n  th e s e  d a y s . T h e  b ird s  in 
q u e s t io n  c o u ld  h av e  a r r iv e d  o n  d if fe re n t d a y s

a n d  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e n t  fo r  so m e  tim e  b e fo re  
th e y  w e re  d e te c te d .  U n d e r  th e s e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  
it is im p o ss ib le  to  c o rre la te  th e  a rr iv a l o f  v a g ra n ts  
w ith  p a r t ic u la r  w e a th e r  s i tu a tio n s .

T h e  p e r io d  S e p t .  17 -19  w a s  a n  e s p e c ia l ly  
n o te w o r th y  o n e  fo r  v a g ra n ts  in a  w id e  v a r ie ty  
o f  a re a s  a n d  it a p p e a rs  th a t  m o re  th a n  a  sam p lin g  
b ia s  w a s  a t  w o rk . P r io r  to  S e p t. 15 a  co ld  f ro n t 
tra ilin g  fro m  a  lo w  o v e r  H u d s o n ’s B ay b eg an  
m o v in g  a c ro s s  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s . I t  w as  b e in g  
p u s h e d  by  a  fa irly  s tro n g  h ig h  p re s s u re  c e n te r  
o v e r  th e  G r e a t  P la in s . T h e  a ir  f lo w  a ro u n d  high 
p re s s u re  c e n te r s  is c lo c k w ise , th a t  a ro u n d  low  
p re s s u re  is c o u n te rc lo c k w is e , an d  w in d s  g e n e r
a lly  f lo w  p a ra lle l to  th e  su r fa c e  is o b a rs  sh o w n  
o n  th e  w e a th e r  m a p s . A s  th is  f r o n t  m o v e d  so u th 
e a s t  d u r in g  s u c c e e d in g  d a y s  it g ra d u a l ly  Jo s t 
s t re n g th  a n d  b e c a m e  s ta tio n a ry . A h e a d  o f  th e  
f r o n t ,  in  th e  e a s te r n  s t a te s ,  s o u th e r ly  w in d s  p re 
v a ile d . B e h in d  th e  f r o n t ,  a ir  flo w  fro m  e a s t  to  
w e s t p re v a ile d  o v e r  m u c h  o f  th e  n o r th e rn  U n ite d  
S ta te s  a n d  e x te n d e d  w e s tw a rd  in to  th e  P ac if ic .

C anadian trough develops .south  over M idwest— E dith  on 
T X  coast: New O rleans 2.52” , Brownsville .87”— only 
RW  upper M idw est: Springfield IL  .30"— 112 ° CA; 

20° CO.

Broad upper trough over cen tra l con tinen t dominates—  
E d ith  off LA coast— polar a ir en tering  N W — fronta l rain 
E ast— R + +  G ulf: L. C harles 2 .94", Jackson 4 .59"—  

1090 C A ; 23° WY.

Maps courtesy o f Weatherwise, Princeton, N.J.
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Trough N E -S W  from  PQ to W Y—rem nan t E d ith  in A L: 
Chattanooga 2 .99", A tlan ta  ■ 2 .71"— heavy snow cen. 
Rockies: D enver 15.3" & Amarillo 1.02" rain—  104° CA; 

23° M T.

Same p a tte rn  w ith  deep trough P Q  to N B — frontal rains 
Lakes to T X : P hilipsburg  PA  1 .46", S t. Louis .95", 

H ouston .89"—very  d ry  a ll W est— 97° C A ; 18° W Y.
S E P T E M B E R  17

U pper low center VfrY w ith  strong cyclonic circulation—  
large R /S  area P la in s/M idw est: T u lsa  1.20", K irksville 
MO .76"— Raleigh N C  .78", A tlan ta  .73"— 96° CA;

W e c a n n o t k n o w  e x a c tly  w h e n  th e  v a g ra n ts  
a r r iv e d  in  m o s t a r e a s .  T h e  m a jo rity  o f  b ird s  w e re  
re p o r te d  o n  th e  18th a n d  19th. T h e  m ain  m ig ra 
tio n  e v e n ts ,  in c lu d in g  v a g ra n ts ,  a re  su m m a riz e d  
b e lo w .

S E P T E M B E R  16

Northeastern Maritime  —  m o d e ra te ly  h e a v y  
m ig ra tio n  in  M a in e  a n d  N e w  B ru n sw ic k  S e p 
te m b e r  16-18; 5 P h i la d e lp h ia  V ire o s  w e re  on  
P lu m  I s la n d ,  M a s s . ;  a  S u m m e r  T a n a g e r  w a s  
fo u n d  o n  M a r th a ’s V in y a rd .

Central Southern  —  H u rr ic a n e  E d ith  p ro 
d u c e d  a  la rg e  h e ro n  k ill in  so u th e rn  L o u is ia n a  
a n d  m ay  h a v e  b e e n  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  o b s e r v a 
tio n  o f  a  B la c k  R a il in  c o a s ta l A la b a m a .

South Texas  —  H u rr ic a n e  E d ith  m ay  a lso  h a v e  
b e e n  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  a  c o n c e n tra t io n  o f  R e d -e y e d  
a n d  Y e llo w - th ro a te d  V ire o s  a t  S an  B e n ito ; an  
u n u su a lly  la rg e  m ig ra tio n  o c c u r r e d  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  reg io n .

Middle Pacific Coast  —  in v as io n  o f  B lack p o ll 
W a rb le rs ; B la c k - th ro a te d  B lu e  a n d  B la c k b u rn ia n  
W a rb le rs .

Southern Pacific  C o a s t — T e n n e s s e e  W a rb le r , 
V irg in ia ’s W a rb le r  a n d  A m e ric a n  R e d s ta r t .

S E P T E M B E R  18
Northeastern Maritime  —  4 H o o d e d  W a rb le rs  

a t  S a b le  I s la n d , K e n tu c k y  W a rb le r  a n d  C lay - 
c o lo r e d  S p a r r o w  in  N e w  H a m p s h i r e ,  9 B lu e  
G ro s b e a k s  in  M a s s a c h u s e t ts .

Southern A tlantic Coast  —  1500 B o b o lin k s  
o v e r  H a lif a x ,  N .C .

C entra l Sou thern  —  w a v e  o f  w a r b l e r s  a t  
C a m e ro n , L a .

Middlewestern Prairie —  la rg e  B ro a d -w in g e d  
H a w k  flig h t in  m a n y  a re a s .

Southern Great Plains  —  firs t  m a jo r  m ig ra tio n  
o f  th e  s e a so n .

Southwest  —  B la c k - th ro a te d  B lu e  W a rb le r  a n d  
B la c k p o ll W a rb le r  in  A r iz o n a .

Northern Pacific Coast  —  a  W ilso n ’s W a rb le r  
w as  se e n  25 m ile s  o f f  T o f in o , W a sh .

Middle Pacific Coast  —  in flu x  o f  Empidonax; 
G r e a t  C re s te d  F ly c a tc h e r ,  25 W a rb lin g  V ire o s , 
T e n n e s s e e ,  B la c k - th ro a te d  B lu e , B a y -b re a s te d  
W a rb le rs , O v e n b ird , R o se -b re a s te d  G ro s b e a k , 
In d ig o  B u n tin g .

Southern Pacific Coast  —  P in e  W a rb le r , R e d 
s ta r t  seen  o f f s h o re , 1-3 N o r th e r n  W a te r th ru s h e s .

S E P T E M B E R  19

N ortheastern M aritim e  -  O r c h a r d  O r io le  on  
S a b le  I s la n d ,  B lu e -g ra y  G n a tc a t c h e r  in N e w  
B ru n sw ic k .

M a n y  o f  th e  d is p la c e d  b ird s  m e n tio n e d  h e re  
p ro b a b ly  a r r iv e d  a  d a y  o r  m o re  b e fo re  th e y  w e re  
d is c o v e re d  a n d  th e ir  e x a c t  o rig in s  a re ,  o f  c o u rs e ,  
u n k n o w n . H o w e v e r ,  it is in te re s t in g  to  n o te  th a t
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t h i s  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  s o u t h e r n  s p e c i e s  in  th e  
N o r th e a s t  w a s  p re c e d e d  b y  a  p e r io d  o f  p re 
fro n ta l  so u th e r ly  w in d s  an d  th e  a r r iv a l o f  a  p u sh  
o f  e a s t e r n  v a g r a n t s  o n  th e  W e s t  C o a s t  w a s  
a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  e a s te r ly  a i r  flo w  o v e r  m u ch  o f  
th e  c o n tin e n t. In  h is  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  p a s t tw o  
fall m ig ra t io n s ,  A a r o n  B agg s u g g e s te d ,  b a s e d  
p a r t ly  o n  m y o b s e r v a t io n s  in  th e  s o u th e a s te rn  
U n ite d  S ta te s ,  th a t  v a g ra n ts  re a c h  th e  C a lifo rn ia  
c o a s t  by  f ly in g  d o w n w in d . In  1970 he p o in te d  
to  e a s te r ly  f lo w s  o v e r  so u th  T e x a s  a s  p o s s ib le  
a g e n ts  le a d in g  to  th e s e  m o v e m e n ts .  A s  G u y  
M c C a sk ie  p o in ts  o u t  in  th is  s e a s o n 's  S o u th e rn  
P ac if ic  C o a s t  r e p o r t ,  th e  sp e c ie s  c o m p o s it io n  o f  
m an y  o f  th e se  v a g ra n t flig h ts  m ak es  th is seem  
u n lik e ly . H o w e v e r ,  e a s te r ly  w in d s  a re  n o t c o n 
fin ed  to  th e  so u th w e s t. In  fa c t ,  th e y  a re  p ro b a b ly  
m o re  f r e q u e n t  o v e r  th e  n o r th e rn  s ta te s  w h e re  
m an y  o f  th e  v a g r a n t  s p e c ie s  o c c u r .  M y  o w n  
s tu d ie s  o f  m ig ra tio n  c o n tin u e  to  in d ic a te  th a t  p a s 
se r in e s  fly  d o w n w in d  a t n ig h t, re g a rd le s s  o f  w in d  
d ire c tio n  o r  v e lo c ity . A s w ith  R ic h a rd s o n  (A B , 
25: 684-690), th e  m ig ra tio n s  I h a v e  m o n ito re d  
a re  la rg e r  (b y  a b o u t  fiv e  tim e s ) w h e n  w in d s  a re  
‘‘r ig h t , ’’ i .e . ,  f ro m  th e  n o r th  in th e  e a s te rn  U n ite d  
S ta te s  in  fa ll. B ut v e ry  la rg e  m o v e m e n ts  a re  f r e 
q u e n tly  se e n  m o v in g  in  c o m p le te ly  in e x p lic a b le  
d ir e c t io n s  fo r  e n tire  n ig h ts . M a n y  b ird s  m u s t th u s  
b e  d is p la c e d  a n d  I b e lie v e  th a t  th is  m e c h a n ism  
m u s t b e  th e  e x p la n a tio n  fo r  a t  le a s t  so m e  o f  th e  
v a g ra n ts  o n  th e  W é s t C o a s t  an d  in  N e w  E n g la n d .
I am  n o t c o n v in c e d , h o w e v e r , th a t  th e  w h o le  
C a lifo rn ia  v a g ra n t p ic tu re  c a n  b e  e x p la in e d  in  
th is  w a y . I f  th e  r e c e n t  f lo o d  o f  e a s te rn  sp e c ie s  
is rea lly  a  n e w  p h e n o m e n o n  an d  n o t s im p ly  th e  
p ro d u c t o f  in c re a s e d  c o v e ra g e , o n e  o r  m o re  o f  
th e  fo llo w in g  m u s t h a v e  c h a n g e d : ( I )  b ro a d -sc a le  
w e a th e r  p a t te rn s ;  (2) th e  b re e d in g  d is tr ib u tio n  
o f  s e v e ra l s p e c ie s ;  (3) th e  m ig ra tio n  p a tte rn s  o f  
s e v e ra l s p e c ie s ;  (4) th e  a b ility  o f  in d iv id u a ls  to  
o r ie n t a n d /o r  n a v ig a te  p ro p e r ly . If , a s  G u y  
M c C a s k ie  su g g e s ts , m o s t o f  th e  e a s te rn  b ird s  
fo u n d  o n  th e  P ac if ic  c o a s t a re  lo s t a n d  h a v e  fau lty  
o r ie n ta t io n  m e c h a n ism s , so m e th in g  a la rm in g  is 
h a p p e n in g  in p o p u la t io n s  o f  in s e c tiv o ro u s  b ird s . 
T h e  m a t te r  m e r its  in v e s tig a tio n  b e c a u se  w h o , 
fo r  e x a m p le , k n o w s  w h a t e ffe c t p e rs is te n t p e s 
tic id e s  (w h ic h  a c c u m u la te  in  b ird s ' b ra in s )  m ig h t 
h a v e  o n  th e ir  ab ility  to  o r ie n t p ro p e r ly ?

O C T O B E R  31 —  N O V E M B E R  3 —  M A J O R  
W A T E R F O W L  M O V E M E N T

T h e  w e a th e r  le a d in g  u p  to  th e  e v e n ts  o f  th e  
b eg in n in g  o f N o v e m b e r  w a s  m u ch  like  th a t  w h ic h  
p re c e d e d  th e  m o v e m e n ts  in  m id -S e p te m b e r . A n  
i n t e n s e  s t o r m  w a s  c e n t e r e d  n o r t h  o f  L a k e  
S u p e r io r  o n  th e  m o rn in g  o f  O c t. 31. A  p o w e rfu l

c o ld  f r o n t e x te n d e d  th ro u g h  th e  G r e a t  L a k e s  a n d  
th e n c e  s o u th w e s tw a rd  th ro u g h  O h io , K e n tu c k y , 
T e n n e s s e e ,  A rk a n s a s  a n d  T e x a s .  O n  N o v e m b e r  
2 , a  se c o n d  lo w  d e v e lo p e d  o v e r  w e s te rn  C a n a d a  
a n d  its  f ro n t  d ro p p e d  in to  th e  G r e a t  P la in s . D u r 
ing  th e  n e x t tw o  d a y s  th e  tw o  fro n ta l  sy s te m s  
m e rg e d  a n d  e v e n tu a lly  b e c a m e  s ta tio n a ry  a lo n g  
th e  E a s t C o a s t.  B eh ind  th is c o m p le x f ro n ta l  sy s te m  
c a m e  th e  f i r s t  co ld  a rc t ic  a ir  o f  th e  w in te r . T h e  
c o n d it io n s  w e re  ideal to  tr ig g e r a  m o v e m e n t o f  
w a te r fo w l, in  w h ich  m ig ra to ry  d e p a r tu r e s  seem  
v e ry  w e a th e r -d e p e n d e n t .

In  th e  G r e a t  B asin  R e g io n  th e  s to rm  b ro u g h t 
f re e z in g  te m p e ra tu re s  a n d  27 in c h e s  o f  sn o w  to  
p a r t s  o f  U ta h . I t  led  to  th e  d e p a r tu re  o f  d u c k s  
fro m  th e  re fu g e s  o f  O re g o n , N e v a d a , W y o m in g  
a n d  U ta h  a n d  th e i r  r e p l a c e m e n t  b y  n o r th e r n  
d u c k s  a n d  sw a n s . T h o u s a n d s  o f  S h o v e le r s  w e re  
se e n  m o v in g  a lo n g  th e  S n a k e  R iv e r ,  a n d  th e  
fa ilu re  o f  w in d s  to  b lo w  sn o w  o ff  th e  rid g es  
r e s u l te d  in  th e  d e a th  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  H o r n e d  
L a rk s . In  e a s te rn  O re g o n  th e  f irs t R e d - th ro a te d  
L o o n  e v e r  re c o rd e d  a n d  25 H o rn e d  G re b e s  in 
a  f lo c k  a c c o m p a n ie d  th is  m ig ra tio n .

F u r th e r  e a s t  th e  r e s u lts  w e re  d ra m a tic . T h e  
p a s s a g e  o f  th e  f ro n t  d u rin g  th e  n ig h t o f  O c to b e r  
3 1 -N o v e m b e r  1 re s u lte d  in th e  g ro u n d in g  o f  la rg e  
n u m b e rs  o f  w a te rfo w l. G e o rg e  H a ll  r e p o r ts  th a t  
so m e  30 ,000  W h is tlin g  S w a n s  w e re  e s t im a te d  on  
th e  A lleg h en y  R iv e r  a n d  o th e r  f lo c k s  o f  1,000 
o r  m o r e  w e r e  s e e n  in  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p la c e s .  
A c c o m p a n y in g  th i s  m a s s iv e  s w a n  f l ig h t  w e re  
la r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  C a n a d a  G e e s e ,  so m e  600 
R u d d y  D u c k s  a n d  40 O ld sq u a w s  o n  o n e  la k e , 
a n d  a ll th r e e  s p e c ie s  o f  s c o t e r s ,  in c lu d in g  22 
C o m m o n s , in la n d . In  th e  C e n tra l  S o u th e rn  R e g 
io n  th e  f ro n t  p a s s e d  o n  N o v e m b e r  3 a n d  p ro 
d u c e d  o n e  o f  th e  few  w a v e s  n o te d  b y  g ro u n d  
o b s e rv e rs  in  th a t  a re a .  O f  p a r t ic u la r  in te re s t  w as 
T o m  I m h o f s  o b s e r v a tio n  o f  a  “ r e v e r s e d ”  m ig ra
tio n  o f  R o b in s  th e  fo llo w in g  m o rn in g . O v e r  1500 
sp e n t th e  m o rn in g  on  D a u p h in  Is la n d , A la . an d  
w ere  o b s e rv e d  le a v in g  th e  is la n d  a n d  h ead in g  
n o r th  in to  th e  w in d . A p p a re n tly  th e  b ird s  had  
“ o v e r s h o t”  th e ir  g o a l a n d  w e re  m ak in g  a  c o m 
p e n s a to ry  f lig h t. I t  is n o t  o f te n  th a t  fie ld  o b s e r 
v e rs  c a n  see  n a v ig a tio n  in a c tio n .

T h e re  w e re  s e v e ra l o th e r  in te re s t in g  m ig ra tio n  
e v e n ts  to  p o n d e r . B e tw e e n  A u g u s t 26 a n d  S e p 
te m b e r  1, t ig h t f lo c k s  o f  20-50 T o w n s e n d ’s an d  
W ilso n ’s W a rb le rs  m o v e d  th ro u g h  G la c ie r  B ay 
M o n u m e n t, A la sk a . O n  O c to b e r  8 , 200 w a rb le rs  
o f  7 sp e c ie s  w e re  o b se rv e d  o ff sh o re  f ro m  F lo r id a  
a n d  th e  fo llo w in g  d a y  112 T e n n e s s e e  W a rb le rs  
a n d  65 M ag n o lia  W a rb le rs  w e re  se e n  a t  L a k e 
la n d . A  f lo c k  o f  20-25 B la c k b u rn ia n  W a rb le rs  
o n  G ra n d  I s le , L a . ,  S e p te m b e r  11, w e re  c e rta in ly  
o u t o f  th e  o rd in a ry . W h y  d id  B ob  N e w m a n  fin d
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a  g o o d  w a v e  o f  w a rb le r s  in  C a m e ro n , L a . ,  o n  
S ep t. 18 w h ile  th e  w o o d s  a t  G r a n d  Is le  w e re  
d ev o id  o f  m ig ra n ts  th e  n e x t  d a y ?  W h a t e v e n ts  
le d  to  th e  sp e c ta c u la r  a r r iv a l o f  W e s te rn  K in g 
b ird s  (a n d  a  B a n d -ta ile d  P ig e o n ) in  th e  S o u th e a s t 
o n  O c t. 23-24? T h e  a n s w e r  is n o t  o b v io u s  fro m  
a  p e ru s a l o f  th e  w e a th e r  m a p s .

P O P U L A T I O N  T R E N D S  A N D  
I R R U P T I O N S

A n y o n e  f a m i l i a r  w ith  a n im a l  p o p u la t i o n s  
re a liz e s  th a t  i t  is  d a n g e ro u s  t o  g e n e ra l iz e  f ro m  
sh o r t- te rm  t r e n d s .  B u t c e r ta in  p a t t e r n s  a re  o b v i
o u s  in  th e  re p o r ts  th a t  fo llo w , a n d  it is w o rth  
m e n tio n in g  th e m  if  o n ly  so  th a t  th e y  m ig h t se rv e  
to  d o c u m e n t la te r  h in d s ig h t. T h e  m o s t in te re s t in g  
re p o r ts  w e re  o f  P e re g r in e  F a lc o n s  w h ic h  w e re  
m e n tio n e d  in  n e a r ly  e v e ry  R e g io n . T h e  m a s s  o f  
re p o r ts  c a n n o t  b e  d u e  so le ly  to  o b s e r v e r  in te re s t  
in  th is  s p e c ie s . T h e re  w e re  61 r e c o r d s  in  th e  
N o r th e a s te rn  M a r itim e  R e g io n , 51 in  O n ta r io , 
22 in  C a lifo rn ia , u p  to  24 in  th e  N o r th e r n  P ac if ic  
C o a s t ,  a n  “ in v a s io n ”  in  th e  M id w e s t, 20 re c o rd s  
f ro m  th e  S o u th e r n  A tla n tic  C o a s t ,  a n d  12 fro m  
b o th  th e  C e n tra l  S o u th e rn  a n d  A p p a la c h ia n  R e 
g io n s . I f  o n e  w e re  in c lin e d  to  p u t  a  g re a t  d e a l 
o f  fa ith  in  o n e  s e a s o n ’s d a ta  th e re  w o u ld  b e  c a u s e ,  
a s  C liv e  G o o d w in  n o te s , “ to  ru n  c h e e r in g  in to  
th e  s t r e e t s .”  B u t, a s  h e  p o in ts  o u t, th a t  is n o t 
ju s t i f ie d  e v e n  th o u g h  th e  g re a t  n u m b e r  o f  r e p o r ts  
is c e r ta in ly  g o o d  n e w s . I t  is d if f ic u lt to  o ffe r  a  
b io lo g ica l in te rp re ta t io n  o f  th is  e v e n t  in  ligh t 
o f  r e c e n t  p ro je c tio n s  a b o u t th e  fa te  o f  D D T  in 
th e  e c o sy s te m . H a r r i s o n ,  et al. (Science, 170: 
503-508) h a v e  sh o w n  th a t  “ e v e n  if  n o  m o re  D D T  
is e v e r  a d d e d  to  th e  b io s p h e re ,  its  c o n c e n tra t io n  
in  c e r ta in  s p e c ie s  a t  o r  n e a r  th e  to p  o f  th e  tro p h ic  
s t ru c tu r e  c o u ld  c o n tin u e  to  r ise  fo r  so m e  y e a r s . ’’ 
P e rh a p s  c o in c id e n ta l ly , O s p re y s  w e re  a ls o  m u ch  
re p o r te d  a n d  th o u g h t to  b e  m o re  a b u n d a n t  th a n  
in  r e c e n t  y e a rs  in  s e v e ra l a r e a s . A t H a w k  M o u n 
ta in  613 w e re  s e e n  th is  fa ll a n d  th e  sp e c ie s  w as  
sa id  to  b e  f lo u rish in g  in  a re a s  o f  th e  W e s t . D u rin g  
m i g r a t io n ,  9 0  w e r e  s e e n  in  tw o  h o u r s  o v e r  
W r i g h t s v i l l e  B e a c h  o n  O c t .  4 , a n d  20 o v e r  
O c ra c o k e  Is la n d , O c t. 2 4 , o n  th e  N o r th  C a ro lin a  
O u te r  B a n k s . In  th e  N o r th e r n  P a c if ic  C o a s t  R e 
g io n  th e re  w e re  m o re  r e p o r ts  th a n  in  th e  la s t  
te n  y e a rs .

I t  is in te re s t in g  th a t  th e  in flu x  o f  P e re g r in e  
F a lc o n s  sh o u ld  c o r r e s p o n d  w ith  th e  b eg in n in g  
o f  th e  f ir s t  m a jo r  in v a s io n  o f  G y r fa lc o n s  in  m e m 
o ry . A ll b u t o n e  o f  th e  re p o r ts  th a t  sp e c if ie d  
c o lo r  in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  b ird s  w e re  d a rk ,  su g g e s t
ing  th e  n o r th w e s te rn  A rc tic  a s  th e ir  o r ig in . T h e re  
w e re  fiv e  r e c o r d s  f ro m  th e  N o r th e a s te r n  
M a r itim e  R e g io n , in c lu d in g  th e  s p e c ta c u la r  s ig h t

o f  a  P e re g r in e  s to o p in g  o n  a  G y r fa lc o n  a t  S ea l 
I s la n d , N .S .  O th e r  re c o rd s  in c lu d e d  th e  se c o n d  
fo r  I l lin o is , tw o  in  O n ta r io , tw o  in  th e  W e s te rn  
G r e a t  L a k e s ,  fo u r  f ro m  th e  N o r th e r n  P ac if ic  
C o a s t  a n d  o n e  fro m  A la sk a .

S e v e ra l t r e n d s  w e re  in d ic a te d  a m o n g  p e lag ic  
s p e c i e s .  M a n x  S h e a r w a t e r s ,  f o l lo w in g  th e i r  
a b u n d a n c e  d u r i n g  s u m m e r ,  o c c u r r e d  in  
u n p r e c e d e n te d  n u m b e r s  o f f  th e  N o r th e a s te r n  
M a r i t im e  c o a s t ,  10 w e re  s e e n  o ff  N e w  J e r s e y ,  
an d  o n e  w a s  o f f  F lo r id a .  O n  th e  P a c if ic  c o a s t  
a  m a jo r  in v a s io n  o f  N e w  Z e a la n d  S h e a rw a te r s  
o c c u r r e d  w ith  o v e r  400 o ff  S a n  F ra n c is c o  a n d  
o v e r  150 o ff  th e  W a sh in g to n  c o a s t .  F u lm a rs  a lso  
se e m  to  b e  in c re a s in g  in  th e  N o r th  A tla n tic . B lu e 
fo o te d  B o o b ie s  a g a in  in v a d e d  s o u th e rn  C a li
fo rn ia  in  u n p re c e d e n te d  n u m b e rs  w ith  48 o n  th e  
S a lto n  S e a  in  S e p te m b e r . S o m e  o f  th e m  a p p a r 
e n tly  th e m  m o v e d  f u r th e r  in la n d , g iv in g  r ise  to  
th e  f ir s t  N e v a d a  re c o r d ,  a n d  a p p e a rin g  b a c k  o n th e  
c o a s t  a s  fa r  n o r th  a s  S a n  F ra n c is c o .

B la c k  S k im m e rs  a p p e a re d  in  b o th  C a lifo rn ia  
re g io n s , w ith  a t  le a s t  3 in  s o u th e rn  C a lifo rn ia  
an d  2 in  th e  M id d le  P ac if ic  R e g io n  w h e re  th e re  
w a s  o n ly  o n e  p r e v i o u s  r e c o r d .  A n o th e r  
in d iv id u a l w a n d e re d  to  C le v e la n d  C o . ,  O k la . f o r  
t h e  f ir s t  s ta te  re c o rd .

A lo n g  w ith  th e  G y r fa lc o n s  a n d  P e r e g r in e s ,  
n u m b e r s  o f  R o u g h - le g g e d  H a w k s  a n d  S n o w y  
O w ls  m o v e d  s o u th .  S o m e  300 R o u g h - le g g e d  
H a w k s  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  a t  th e  D u lu th  h a w k  lo o k 
o u t  a n d  b e fo re  th e  en d  o f  th e  p e r io d  a  S n o w y  
O w l h a d  r e a c h e d  K e n tu c k y . O n  th e  W e s t C o a s t,  
18 re c o rd s  o f  F e r ru g in o u s  H a w k s  in d ic a te d  a  
m a jo r  in v a s io n  in to  th e  M id d le  P a c if ic  R eg io n . 
T h e re  w e re  a ls o  in d ic a tio n s  th a t  a  g o o d  flig h t 
o f  n e a r ly  a ll th e  w in te r  f in c h e s  w o u ld  d e v e lo p , 
a t  le a s t  in  th e  N o r th e a s t .  R e d  C ro s s b ills  a lso  
ir ru p te d  in  th e  R o c k ie s . A  sp e c ie s  w h ic h  ra re ly  
m o v e s  n o tic e a b ly  so u th w a rd  in  w in te r  is  th e  
G ra y  J a y . D a v is  F in c h ’s re p o r t  c o n ta in s  a n  in te r 
e s tin g  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  a n  “ e x p lo s io n ”  o f  th e s e  
b ir d s  in  th e  M a r itim e  P ro v in c e s . E a r ly  O c to b e r  
sa w  a  m o v e m e n t  f ro m  N e w  B r u n s w ic k  in to  
M a in e  a n d  o n  O c to b e r  8, 23 w e re  s e e n  in  th re e  
h o u rs  f ly in g  a lo n g  th e  M a in e  c o a s t  a t  G r in d s to n e  
N e c k .

F o llo w in g  is  a  c o lle c tio n  o f  s p e c ie s  w h ic h  m ay  
b e  u n d e rg o in g  so m e  p o p u la t io n  c h a n g e . T h e ir  
n a m e s  a p p e a r  f re q u e n tly  in  th e  r e p o r ts  a n d  th e  
in te re s te d  r e a d e r  c a n  fo llo w  th e m  th e r e .  D o u b le 
c re s te d  C o rm o r a n ts ,  a  sp e c ie s  o n  th e  n ew  “ B lue 
L is t ,”  a p p e a re d  in  la rg e r  th a n  u su a l n u m b e rs  in  
th e  G r e a t  L a k e s  a n d  A p p a la c h i a n  R e g io n ;  
W h i t e - f a c e d  I b i s  a t  B e a r  R iv e r ,  U ta h  h a v e  
d e v e lo p e d  th e  so f t e g g  sh e ll s y n d ro m e ; th e re  h a s  
b e e n  li t t le  o r  no  o b s e rv a b le  c h a n g e  in  th e  s ta tu s  
o f  th e  B ro w n  P e lic a n  in  th e  N o r th e r n  P ac if ic
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C o a s t  R e g io n ;  R e d - s h o u l d e r e d  H a w k s  a r e  
re p o r te d  a s  ra re  in  m o s t a re a s  (o n ly  o n e  w as 
seen  a ro u n d  N a sh v ille  d u rin g  th e  p e r io d ) , b u t 
th e y  a re  s till c o m m o n  in so m e  a re a s  o f  so u th e rn  
L o u is ia n a ; a s  la s t fa ll, B u ff-b re a s te d  S a n d p ip e rs  
w e re  m e n tio n e d  in m a n y  a re a s ;  th e r e  w e re  five  
r e c o rd s  o f  L e s s e r  B la c k -b a c k e d  G u lls  d u r in g  th e  
p e r io d ; L it tle  G u lls  c o n tin u e  to  in c re a se  in  th e  
G r e a t  L a k e s ,  fo llo w in g  th is  s u m m e r’s su c c e s s ful 
b re e d in g , w ith  te n  b ird s  a t  C h ic a g o ; B lu e  J a y s  
h a v e  b e c o m e  co m m o n  in th e  C o lo ra d o  p la in s 
to w n s  a n d  a re  sp re a d in g  in to  th e  fo o th ills  w h e re  
th e y  a re  h y b rid iz in g  w ith  S te l la r ’s J a y s ;  H o u se  
F in c h e s  c o n tin u e  to  s p re a d  in  a ll d ire c tio n s  w ith  
r e c o r d s  th is  s e a s o n  fro m  I n d ia n a ,  P a . ,  th e  w e s 
te r n m o s t  p e n e tr a tio n  o f  th e  s p e c ie s  so  fa r .

E v e ry  re g io n  h a d  its  r a r i t ie s ;  so m e  o f  th e m  
w e re  tru ly  sp e c ta c u la r .  T h e  fo l lo w in g  is j u s t  a  
s e l e c te d  s a m p le :  A s h - th r o a te d  F ly c a t c h e r  in  
M a in e ;  A n h in g a  in  N e w  J e r s e y ;  p r o b a b l e  
B a h a m a  W o o d s ta r  in  F lo r id a ; W h ite -fa c e d  P e tre l 
a n d  B a r-ta iled  G o d w it in  N o r th  C a ro lin a ; W e s t
e r n  G r e b e  in L o u i s i a n a ;  B r o w n - h e a d e d  
N u th a tc h  a n d  C u rv e -b ille d  T h r a s h e r  in  W isc o n 
s in ; P u rp le  G a ll in u le  a n d  P a in te d  R e d s ta r t  in 
O n ta r io ;  W a n d e r in g  T a t t le r  a n d  S c a r le t-h e a d e d  
O rio le  in  A r iz o n a ; J a b iru  a n d  S n ail K ite  in  T e x a s ; 
an d  G o ld e n -c h e e k e d  W a rb le r  in  C a lifo rn ia . T h e

h a r d - to - g e t  R o s s ’ G u ll w a s  s e e n  a t  B a r r o w , 
A la s k a  in  O c to b e r .

T h e re  is m u ch  m o re  o f  in te re s t  in  th e  in d iv id u a l 
r e p o r t s .  W h a t is p e r h a p s  an  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  
n u m b e r  o f  h u rr ic a n e s  c a m e  w ith in  th e  re p o r tin g  
a re a  d u rin g  th e  se a s o n . O b s e rv a t io n s  a c c o m 
p a n y in g  th e s e  s to rm s  c a n  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  S o u th 
e rn  A tla n tic  C o a s t ,  C e n tra l  S o u th e rn , an d  S o u th  
T e x a s  re p o r ts .  T h e  F lo r id a  re p o r t  c o n ta in s  so m e 
g o o d  d a ta  o n  o ffsh o re  m ig ra tio n  o f  p e lag ic  b ird s . 
In fo rm a tio n  o f  T V  to w e r  k ills  a p p e a rs  in  sev e ra l 
r e p o r t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  W e s t e r n  N e w  Y o r k  a n d  
S o u th e rn  A tla n t ic  C o a s t .  I su p p o s e  e v e ry  s e a 
s o n ’s re p o r ts  c o n ta in s  so m e  p a r t ic u la r ly  u n iq u e  
an d  in e x p lic a b le  e v e n ts .  T h is  t im e , fo u r  s e p a ra te  
o b s e rv a tio n s  o f  R a llid ae  se e m  to  fa ll in  th is  c a te 
g o ry : In  A la m e d a , C a lifo rn ia , a  V irg in ia  R ail 
w a lk e d  th ro u g h  a  g ro u p  o f  b ir d e rs ,  c ro s s e d  a  
s t r e e t ,  w e n t u n d e r  a  c a r ,  ju m p e d  o n to  th e  c u rb , 
c ro s s e d  th e  s id e w a lk  a n d  th e n  flew  to  th e  r e c e s 
sed  b a lc o n y  o f  a  se c o n d  f lo o r  a p a r tm e n t!  O n  th e  
n ig h t o f  S e p t. 1, a  C la p p e r  R ail w as  k illed  b y  
f ly in g  in to  a  ta ll b u ild in g  in  d o w n to w n  A tla n ta , 
G a . A n d , fo r  s h e e r  n u m b e rs , th e  1,000 S o ra s  
a t  M o n te z u m a  R e fu g e , N . Y . an d  135,000 C o o ts  
a t  T u l la h o m a ,  T e n n .  m u s t ta k e  so m e  k in d  o f  
re c o rd .

W e re g re t to  a n n o u n c e  th e  re t ire m e n t fro m  
h e r  ro le  a s  R eg io n a l E d ito r  fo r  th e  S o u th w e s t 
R eg io n  o f  P a tr ic a  R . S n id e r . M rs . S n id e r  h a s  
b e e n  in  u n c e r ta in  h e a lth  in  re c e n t  m o n th s , and  
n o w  fe e ls  th a t  th e  ta s k  o f  p re p a r in g  th e  q u a r te r ly  
re p o r ts  w o u ld  b e  b e s t  s e rv e d  by  so m e o n e  b e tte r  
ab le  to  c o p e  w ith  th is  n o t in c o n s id e ra b le  ta s k . 
P a t S n id e r , w h o se  ta le n ts  a s  a  fie ld  o b s e r v e r  and  
w h o se  c h a rm  a re  k n o w n  an d  re sp e c te d  in  an  a re a  
fa r  b e y o n d  th e  b o u n d s  o f  h e r  R eg io n , h a s  se rv e d  
th is  p u b lic a tio n  d ilig e n tly  and  w ith  in te llig en ce  
s in c e  J u n e , 1964. W e k n o w  th a t  all h e r  fr ie n d s  
e v e ry w h e re  jo in  in  w ish in g  h e r  a  fu ll a n d  sp e e d y  
re c o v e ry .

H e n c e f o r t h  t h e  R e g io n a l  E d i t o r  fo r  th e  
S o u th w e s t R eg io n  w ill b e  G a le  M o n s o n , w h o  
w a s  th e  e d ito r  fo r  th is  reg io n  im m e d ia te ly  p re c e d 
ing  M rs . S n id e r , a n d  fo r  y e a rs  e a r l ie r .  D r. M o n 
so n  h as  s ig n ified  h is  w illin g n e ss  to  re tu rn  to  th is  
s e rv ic e , a n d  w e a re  d e lig h te d  to  w e lc o m e  h im  
b a c k .  Q u a r te r ly  f ie ld  r e p o r t s  fo r  th is  R e g io n  
sh o u ld  h e n c e fo r th  b e  a d d re s s e d  to  G a le  M o n s o n , 
a t  th e  A r iz o n a - S o n o r a  D e s e r t  M u s e u m , B ox  
5607, T u c s o n ,  A riz . 85703.

A n o th e r  e d ito r  o f  th is  jo u r n a l  o f  e v e n  lo n g e r 
s e rv ic e  h a s , a f te r  y e a rs  o f  p ro m is in g  th a t  th e  nex t' 
w o u ld  b e  h is la s t ,  f in a lly  d e c id e d  to  call it q u its , 
a f te r  v a lia n t a n d  h o n o re d  c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  s c i
e n c e  a n d  to  A m e ric a n  B ird s  a n d  its  p re d e c e s s o r . 
H a v e n  K o lb , w h o  h as  e d ite d  th e  W in te r  B ird 
P o p u la t io n  S tu d ie s  fo r  20 c o n s e c u t iv e  y e a r s ,  
b e g in n in g  in  I 9 5 2 , h a s  f in a l ly  a n d  r e lu c ta n t ly  
re lin q u ish e d  th is  e n o rm o u s ly  p a in s ta k in g jo b . H e  
le a v e s  w ith  o u r  s in c e re s t  a p p re c ia t io n  fo r  a  c o n 
tr ib u tio n  fa r  to o  im p o r ta n t  fo r  m e re  th a n k s ,  an d  
o u r  b e s t  w ish e s  fo r  th e  fu tu re .

S u c c e e d in g  H a v e n  K o lb  w ill b e  D r. R o n a ld
A . R y d e r , a  h igh ly  q u a lif ied  b o ta n is t  a n d  e c o lo g 
is t w ith  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  W ild life  M a n a g e m e n t, 
a t C o lo ra d o  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty . D r. R y d e r  w ill 
e d it th e  W in te r  B ird  P o p u la tio n  S tu d ie s  fo r  th e  
c u r r e n t  w in te r ; th e s e  s tu d ie s  sh o u ld  b e  se n t to  
h im  as  so o n  as  c o m p le te d , b u t in  no  c a se  la te r  
th a n  A p ril I, 1972. C o lo ra d o  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity . 
is a t  F o r t  C o ll in s , C o lo . 80521. R e a d e rs  w h o  
w ish  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in su c h  a  s tu d y  fo r  th e  firs t 
tim e  w ill b e  s e n t in s tru c tio n  sh e e ts  u p o n  a p p lic a 
tio n  to  th is  m a g a z in e , e n c lo s in g  a  301* m ailin g  
fe e .
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