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. A  su rv e y  o f  m ajo r n e s t in g  c o lo n ie s  o f  w h ite  
p e lic a n s  (P elecan u s erythrorhynchos) w as  m ad e  
in S a s k a tc h e w a n  a n d  M a n ito b a , C a n a d a , an d  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r  o f  1971 in an  
e ffo rt to  ga in  in fo rm a tio n  u se fu l fo r  e s ta b lish in g  
p o p u la t io n  t r e n d s  fo r  th i s  s p e c i e s .  P r e v io u s  
s tu d ie s  c o n d u c te d  by  L ie s  a n d  B eh le  (1966) an d  
V e rm e e r  (1970) p ro v id e d  lo c a tio n s  an d  d e s c r ip 
tio n s  o f  th e  n e s tin g  c o lo n ie s  a s  w ell a s  n e s tin g  
p o p u la tio n  e s t im a te s  u se fu l fo r  c o m p a ra tiv e  p u r 
p o se s .

T h e  1971 s u rv e y  w as  a c c o m p lis h e d .by  m e a n s  
o f  a e ria l p h o to g ra p h s  ta k e n  a t  w h a t w a s  c o n s id 
e re d  th e  p e a k  o f  n e s t in g  a c t iv i ty .  H o w e v e r ,  a s  
p o in te d  o u t by  V e rm e e r  (1970: 1029), e a r ly  n e s ts  
an d  p o ss ib le  re p la c e m e n t n e s ts  o n  th e  c o lo n ie s  
c o v e r e d  a r e  p r o b a b ly  n o t r e p r e s e n te d  in  th e  
c o u n t s  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  th e  p h o to g r a p h s .  N o  
a t te m p t w a s  m a d e  to  in v e n to ry  th o s e  p e lic a n s  
n o t d ire c tly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  n e s t in g  c o lo n ie s .

‘Wildlife Research Center, Denver Colorado,
U.S.F & W.S., stationed at Tempe, Arizona.

B la c k  a n d  w h ite  p h o to g r a p h s ,  91/i" x  91/i" , 
ta k e n  w ith  f ix e d  m o u n t a e ria l c a m e ra s  a t  a  sc a le  
o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  I: 12,000 p ro d u c e d  e x c e lle n t 
im ag es  o f  in d iv id u a l p e lic a n s  an d  e x p o se d  n e s ts  
o n  th e  n e s tin g  co lo n ie s  in  m o s t in s ta n c e s . C o m 
p a n io n  35 m m . c o lo r  s lid e s  ta k e n  w ith  a  h an d  
h e ld  c a m e ra  o n  th e  C a n a d ia n  p o rtio n  o f  th e  s u r 
v ey  a lso  p ro d u c e d  e x c e l le n t r e s u lts  a n d  p ro v id e d  
b e tte r  c o n tr a s t  fo r  c o lo n ie s  lo c a te d  o n  w h ite  ro c k  
is la n d s  o r  w h e re  v e g e ta tio n  w as  p re s e n t .

R e su lts  o f  th e  1971 su rv e y  a re  p re s e n te d  in 
T a b le s  I an d  2. T h e  f ig u re s  r e p r e s e n t  th e  n u m b e r 
o f  p e lic a n s  and  e x p o s e d  n e s ts  c o u n te d  fo r  e a c h  
c o lo n y  c o v e re d , a n d  u n le s s  o th e r w is e  n o te d , a re  
in te rp re te d  a s  th e  n u m b e r  o f  n e s ts  p re s e n t  a t 
th e  tim e  o f  th e  s u r v e y . T h e  c o o p e ra t io n  o f  R e
g ion  I G a m e  M a n a g e m e n t P ilo t-A g e n t A l W ein- 
rich  an d  R eg io n  I I F ly w a y  B io lo g ist G . H o r tin  
J e n s e n ,  w h o  c o v e re d  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  c o lo n ie s , 
is g ra te fu lly  a c k n o w le d g e d .

F o r  n e s tin g  c o lo n ie s  in  C a n a d a  w h e re  c o m 
p a riso n  is  p o ss ib le  (T a b le  I), th e  1971 su rv e y  
in d i c a t e s  a  l a r g e r  b r e e d i n g  p o p u la t io n  th a n  
V e rm e e r  ( 1970) r e p o r te d  fo r  1967-69, p a r t ic u la r ly  
in  M a n ito b a . T h e  s ig n ific a n c e  o f  th is  in c re a s e , 
h o w e v e r ,  is d if f ic u l t  to  a s s e s s  b e c a u s e  o f  th e
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Table 1

Location and number of nests on white pelican nesting colonies surveyed in Canada in 1971.

Colony Location
No. Nests 

from Photos - 1971
1967-69 Est. 

(from Vermeer)

Saskatchewan: (Surveyed on June 3 & 4)
Old Wives Lake 1,100 746
Redberry Lake 80 139
Suggi Lake 625 680
Lavallee Lake 1,365 1,020
Dore Lake 30 600
Kagan Lake 1,030 902

Manitoba: (Surveyed on June 7 & 8)
Moose Lake 360 540
Lake Winnipegosis 570 410
Kawinaw Lake 1,535 1,560
Pelican Lake 2,240 1,670
Dog Lake 1,650 800
Lake Manitoba 1,033 780

Total number of nests 11,618 9,847
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Table 2

Location and number of nests on white pelican nesting 
colonies surveyed in the United States in 1971.

C o lo n y  L o c a tio n
N o . N e s ts  

fro m  P h o to s  - 1971

N o r th  D a k o ta :  (S u rv e y e d  J u n e  8)
G a r r i s o n  R e s e r v o ir N o  n e s tin g  n o te d
C h a s e  L a k e  N W R 2,150

S o u th  D a k o ta :  (S u rv e y e d  J u n e  2)
L a  C r e e k  N W R 1,050
S a n d  L a k e  N W R N o  n e s tin g  n o te d

C a lifo rn ia :  (S u rv e y e d  M ay  11)
C le a r  L a k e  N W R 1.130
L o w e r  K la m a th  N W R 120

O re g o n : (S u rv e y e d  M ay  11)
U p p e r  K la m a th  N W R 530
W a r n e r  V a lle y  (C ru m p  L ak e ) 350

N e v a d a :  (S u rv e y e d  M ay  11)
P y ra m id  L a k e  (A n a h o  Is lan d ) 2,975

M o n ta n a : (S u rv e y e d  M ay  18)
B o w d o in  N W R 1.215
M e d ic in e  L a k e  N W R 1,750

U ta h :  (S u rv e y e d  Ju ly  8)
G r e a t  S a lt L a k e  (G u n n iso n  Is la n d ) E s tim a te d  2 ,200  

y o u n g
W y o m in g : (S u rv e y e d  J u ly  8)

Y e llo w s to n e  L a k e  (M o lly  Is la n d ) H ig h  w a te r  
p re v e n te d  n es tin g

u n k n o w n  b ia s  in t r o d u c e d  b y  d i f f e r e n t  s u r v e y  
m e th o d s . A lth o u g h  r e c e n t  f ig u re s  a re  n o t  a v a il
a b le  to  p e rm it a  c o m p a r iso n  o f  n e s t  n u m b e rs  o n  
U n ite d  S ta te s  c o lo n ie s , J .  O . K e ith  [D e n v e r  W ild 
life R e se a rc h  C e n te r  (1971), p e rs . co m m .] 
s ta te d  th a t  th e  1971 n e s t  f ig u re s  fo r  B o w d o in  
N a t i o n a l  W ild l i f e  R e f u g e ,  L o w e r  K la m a th ,  
N a t io n a l  W ild l i f e  R e f u g e ,  G r e a t  S a l t  L a k e ,  
P y ra m id  L a k e , a n d  C h a s e  L a k e  N a tio n a l  W ild 
life  R efu g e  w e re  c o n s id e ra b ly  lo w e r th a n  he 
h as  seen  th em  in r e c e n t  y e a rs .

P e r io d ic  p h o to g ra p h ic  c o v e ra g e  o v e r  th e  m a jo r  
c o lo n ie s  in  fu tu re  y e a rs  c a n  b e  e x p e c te d  to  p ro 
v id e  a n  in d e x  to  n e s t in g  p o p u la t io n  tr e n d s .
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