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R ocky M o u n ta in  N a tio n a l P a r k ,  C o lo ra d o

L ocation  B o u ld e r ,  G r a n d ,  L a r im e r  C o u n t ie s ,  
n o r th -c e n tra l  C o lo ra d o .

D escrip tion  A  ro u g h ly  re c ta n g u la r  se g m e n t o f  th e  
h igh  C o lo ra d o  R o c k ie s , 410 sq u a re  m ile s  in 
a re a ; c h a ra c te r iz e d  b y  c o n ife r  fo r e s ts ,  a sp e n  
g ro v e s ,  a lp in e  tu n d r a ,  ru g g e d  p e a k s ,  a n d  
tu m b lin g  s tre a m s . N e a r ly  h a lf  o f  th e  p a rk  
lie s  a b o v e  I0 ,0 0 0  ft. B e lo w  a re  lo d g e p o le  
a n d  p o n d e ro s a  p in e  a n d  a s p e n  fo r e s ts ,  in te r 
s p e r s e d  w ith  o p e n  m e a d o w s  a n d  r ip a r ia n  
a ld e r , b irc h  a n d  w illo w . F ro m  10 ,000-11,000 
ft. a re  d e n s e  fo r e s ts  o f  E n g e lm a n n  sp ru c e  
a n d  s u b a l p in e  f i r .  A b o v e  1 1 ,0 0 0  f t . a r e  
tw is te d  a n d  s tu n te d  lim b e r  p in e , s p r u c e ,  a n d

fir. A b o v e  t im b e r lin e , a t  11,500 f t . ,  is th e  
tr e e le s s  tu n d r a  o f  th e  a lp in e  z o n e . O p e n  
b o d ie s  o f  w a te r  in c lu d e  E s te s ,  M a ry s , 
G r a n b y  a n d  S h a d o w  M t. r e s e r v o i r s  a n d  
G ra n d  L .

A ccess N e a r e s t  m a jo r  a ir p o r t  D e n v e r .  B y c a r  75 
m i. f ro m  D e n v e r :  U S  3 6 t o  B o u ld e r , L y o n s , 
a n d  E s te s  P a rk .  R M N P  h e a d q u a r te r s  3 m i. 
w . F ro m  e a s t :  L o v e la n d  w . v ia  U S  34 to  
E s te s  P a rk , 30 m i. F ro m  w est: G ra n b y  n .e . 
v ia  U S  34 to  G ra n d  L a k e , 12 m i. R o a d s  
to  E s te s  P a rk  f ro m  s. an d  e . ,  to  G ra n d  L a k e  
fro m  s . w . ,  a r e  o p e n  y e a r - r o u n d .  P a v e d  
ro a d s ,  300 m i. o f  tr a i ls ,  p ro v id e  a c c e s s  to  
m o s t o f  R M N P  in su m m e r  a n d  fa ll. In  w in te r  
an d  sp r in g  ro a d s  to  B e a r  L . ,  a n d  to  H id d e n  
V a lle y  W in te r  S p o r ts  A re a ,  a re  k e p t o p e n  
to  a u to  tra ffic . T ra il  R id g e  ro a d  o v e r  th e  
C o n tin e n ta l D iv id e  (E s te s  P a rk  to  G ra n d  
L a k e ) is o p e n  fro m  la te  M ay  to  S e p t. o r 
O c t. In  w in te r  a n d  sp rin g  tra ils  a re  n e g o ti
a b le  o n ly  o n  sk is  o r  sn o w sh o e s .

Tundra, Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado. Above timberline, Rocky Mountain National Park provides 
an excellent place to find such birds as the White-tailed Ptarmigan, Water Pipit, and Brown-capped Rosy 
Finch. Photo/National Park Service.
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A cco m m o d a tio n s  A ll-y e a r  m o te ls , re n ta l  c o t
ta g e s ,  r e s ta u ra n ts ,  fo o d  m a rk e ts ,  a t  E s te s  
P a rk  a n d  G ra n d  L a k e . A d v a n c e  re s e rv a 
t i o n s  a d v i s e d  th r o u g h  s u m m e r  s e a s o n .  
C a m p g ro u n d s  in  a n d  n e a r  P a rk ; in  m id 
s u m m e r  a r r iv e  e a r ly  to  fin d  sp a c e . W rite  in 
a d v a n c e  fo r  m a p  ( f r e e )  c h e c k l i s t  (2 5 c )  
a n n o ta te d  l is t  ($ 1 ) w ith  d a ta  o n  d is tr ib u tio n  
a n d  s ta tu s  o f  b ird s , to  R M N P , E s te s  P a rk , 
C o lo . 80517.

B ird w atch in g  W e c a n  su g g e s t h e re  o n ly  a  few  
lik e ly  b ird in g  a re a s ,  an d  u rg e  th e  v is ito r  to  
s tu d y  h is  m ap  a n d  a n n o ta te d  c h e c k lis t ,  an d  
to  e x p lo re  fo r  h im se lf  th e  m a n y  ro a d s  an d  
tra ils .  T h e  b ird s  a re  n o t re s tr ic te d  to  an y  
o n e  life  z o n e , b u t m o v e  a b o u t  fre e ly . P o s t
b re e d in g  a tt i tu d in a l w a n d e rin g s  a re  c o m 
m o n .

E s te s  P a rk ,  in  th e  T ra n s i t io n  Z o n e , m ay  
y ie ld  W . F l y c a t c h e r  o f t e n  n e s t i n g  on  
p o r c h e s ,  V i o l e t - g r e e n  S w a l lo w  a t  b i r d  
h o u s e s , C lif f  S w a llo w  n e s t in g  o n  w a lls  o f  
h ig h  s c h o o l ,  W . B lu e b i r d s  n .e .  o f  to w n .  
L o o k  f o r  C a n o n  W re n  o n  N e e d le s  R id g e , 
re a c h e d  v ia  G e m  L . tr a il ,  R o c k  W re n  in 
d ry  ro c k y  s itu a tio n s  a t  a ll e le v a tio n s . B ro a d 
ta i le d  H u m m in g b ird  w ill b e  se e n  a n d  h e a rd  
e v e r y w h e r e ,  e s p e c ia lly  n e a r  s tre a m s .

F ro m  E s te s  P a rk  d r iv e  w . to  th e  F a ll  R . 
e n tr a n c e ;  c o n tin u e  w . th ro u g h  H o rs e s h o e  
P a rk  to  E n d o v a lle y  C a m p g ro u n d . E n ro u te  
lo o k  fo r su c h  h o le -n e s tin g  b ird s  a s  Y e llo w - 
b e ll ie d  S a p s u c k e r  ( a s p e n s ) .  W il l ia m s o n ’s 
S a p s u c k e r  an d  P y g m y  N u th a tc h  (p o n d e r
o sa s ) , a lso  T r e e  S w a llo w , M t. C h ic k a d e e , 
M t. B lu e b i rd ,  in w in te r  G o ld e n - c r o w n e d  
K in g le t, P in e  G r o s b e a k ,  R ed  ( a n d  ra re ly ,)  
W h ite -w in g e d  C ro ssb ill . T h e  P a r k ’s B e a v e r  
M e a d o w  e n tr a n c e  g iv e s  a c c e s s  to  M o ra in e  
P a r k .  T o w n s e n d ’s S o l i ta i r e  n e s t s  o n  th e  
r id g e s  a s  w ell a s  a t  h ig h e r  e le v a tio n s . L o o k  
f o r  V irg in ia n s  W a rb le r  o n  b ru s h y  s lo p e s ,  
Y e llo w , M a c G i l l i v r a y ’s , W ils o n ’s a m o n g  
th e  w illo w s . F ro m  u p p e rM o T a m e  P a r k  C lu b
L . an d  F e rn  L . tra ils  le a d  th ro u g h  p ro d u c tiv e  
h a b ita t  y ie ld in g  W . W o o d  P e w e e , O liv e 
s id e d  F ly c a tc h e r ,  W . T a n a g e r , G re e n - ta ile d  
T o w h e e , G ra y -h e a d e d  J u n c o , a n d m o r e .  a s '  
th e  tra il a s c e n d s  th ro u g h  sp ru c e -f ir  fo re s ts  
o f  th e  C a n a d ia n  Z o n e  lis te n  fo r  R u b y - 
c r o w n e d  K in g le t ,  H e r m i t  T h r u s h ,  
A u d u b o n ’s W a rb le r . F ro m  lo w e r  M o ra in e  
P a rk  c o n tin u e  o n  m a in  ro a d  to w a rd  B e a r  
L . ta k in g  a  m o m e n t to  c h e c k  u n d e r  T h o m p -, 
so n  R . b rid g e  fo r  n e s tin g  D ip p e r , b u t av o id -

__i n 2 g lip pi- i-y  iim l nw if t  c u r r e n t .  A t
i ^ l G la c ie r  B a s in p ic n ic  a r e a ^ o o k  fo r S w ain - 

s o n ’s T h r u s h ,  T a s s in  s P i n c h , L in c o ln ’s a n d  
S o n g  S p a r r o w s  n e a r  la k e s id e  t r a i l s .  A t 

4 jT a c ie r  G o rg e  J u n c t ic i i  fo llo w  L o c h  V a le  
tra il ,  w a tc  h ing  o v e r  h e a d  fo r ra re  B lack  Sw ift 

j n  flig h t. ^
B e a r L . a r e a  is g a th e r in g  p la c e  fo r  ja y s : 

G r a y ,  S te l le r ’s , C la r k ’s N u tc r a c k e r .  T ra ils  
h e re  le a d  th ro u g h  sp ru c e -f ir  fo re s ts  to  F la t 
to p  M t. ,  D re a m  L . ,  L . H a iy a h a , w ith  c h a n c e  
o f  se e in g  N . T h re e - to e d  W o o d p e c k e r  ( fo u n d  
a lso  in F e rn  L . re g io n ) , p o s s ib ly  n e s tin g  P in e  
G ro s b e a k .

T ra i l  R id g e  ro a d  c r o s s e s  th e  tu n d r a  a t  
e le v a t io n s  u p  to  1 2 ,183  f t .  a n d  t r a v e r s e s  
W h ite - t a i l e d  P ta r m ig a n  c o u n t r y .  S to p  a t  
R o c k  C u t ,  fo llo w  th e  tra il to  T o ll  M e m o ria l , 
lo o k in g  c a re fu lly  a m o n g  th e  ro c k s  fo r  th is  
p ro te c tiv e ly  c o lo re d  b ird . A u g u s t is p ro b 
a b ly  th e  b e s t s e a s o n , w h e n  f lo c k s  o f  c h ic k s  
a c c o m p a n y  th e  a d u lts . A n o th e r  lik e ly  sp o t 
is M e d ic in e  B o w  C u rv e  a re a . H o rn e d  L a rk , 
W a te r  P ip it w ill b e  se e n  o n  tu n d ra , B ro w n - 
c a p p e d  R o s y  F in c h  n e s t s  c o m m o n ly  a t  
I c e b e r g  L . a n d  o n  o th e r  ro c k y  c liffs . F lo c k s  
o f  G ra y -c ro w n e d  (a  few  B lack ) a re  h e re  in 
w in te r , m ay  b e  fo rc e d  d o w n  to  E s te s  P a rk  
feed in g  s ta tio n s  in  s to rm y  w e a th e r . R a p to rs  
a re  fo u n d  in  sm a ll n u m b e rs  a t  a ll e le v a tio n s ; 
G o ld e n  E a g le  is  r e s id e n t  in  R M N P  a n d  
S h a d o w  M t. A r e a ,  B a ld  E a g le  fa ir ly  c o m 
m o n  a ll y e a r  a lo n g  th e  C o lo ra d o  R . M o s t 
c o m m o n  ra p to r  o n  th e  tu n d r a  is P ra ir ie  F a l
c o n . W e s t s id e  tra ils  (E . a n d  N . In le t ,  S p e c i
m en  M tn ;  T im b e r  C r e e k ,  e t c . )  a n d  W ild 
B asin  tra ils  in  e x tre m e  s .e . c o rn e r  o f  R M N P  
y ie ld  s im ila r  b ird  lis ts .  L a k e s  p ro v id e  a d d i
t i o n a l  r e c o r d s :  g r e b e s ,  m ig r a n t  d u c k s ,  
w in te r  re s id e n t C o m . a n d  B a rro w ’s G o ld 
e n e y e s  (e sp e c ia lly  L . E s te s ) ,  a n d  C o m . 
M e r g a n s e r ,  s m a ll  n u m b e r s  o f  w a d e r s ,  
s e v e r a l  g u ll s p e c ie s  in c lu d in g  im p re s s iv e  
f lo c k s  o f  F ra n k l in ’s G u lls  in  fa ll m ig ra tio n . 
O f  m o re  th a n  c a s u a l in te re s t  a m o n g  w in te r 
p a s s e r in e s  a re  o c c a s io n a l  f lo c k s  o f  P ifion  
J a y s ,  B o h e m ia n  W a x w in g s , E v e n in g  G ro s 
b e a k s ,  a s  w ell a s  th e  fa ir ly  c o m m o n  W hite
w in g e d  J u n c o ,  fo u n d  w ith  th e  u su a lly  a b u n 
d a n t O reg o n  a n d  G ra y h e a d e d  Ju n c o s .

R a tin g  N u m b e r s  fo llo w in g  r a t in g  a re  a v e ra g e  
sp e c ie s  re c o rd e d  in  a  d a y  b y  o n e  p a rty . 
S p rin g  * * * *  60, S u m m e r  * * *  45 , F a ll ** 
35, W in te r  * 30. T h e s e  a re  “ q u a l i ty ”  birds 
—  so m e  d iff ic u lt to  fin d  e ls e w h e re .

—  A lleg ra  C o lliste r
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