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Peakall (E .B .B .A . N ew s  34:189-190, 1971) 
mentions seven breeding bird surveys or nest 
record schemes operating in the United States, 
and Erskine (Can. Field Nat. 85:3-11, 1971) dis
cusses a similar program operating for Canada. 
In view of the great diversity of the Neotropical 
avifauna it is disheartening to note that no sys
tematic program for recording data on reproduc
tion has been put into operation. Except for the 
relatively small proportion of species which have 
been subjected to special study by ornithologists, 
notably Alexander Skutch (numerous publica
tions of life histories), and a number of common 
or conspicuous species, relatively little is known 
about the breeding biology of these birds. In fact, 
although more than 2500 species of birds are 
known from South America and tropical Middle 
America it is quite safe to say that for about 
half of these species the nest remains unknown 
or at least unrecorded in the literature. In North 
America only the Marbled Murrelet shares that 
distinction.

Many faunal studies and oological studies have 
been published on South American birds, but 
for the most part the data reported therein is 
oflimited value. Schoenwetter’s “ Handbuch der 
Oologie” (Akademie-Verlag, Berlin, I960etseq.) 
gives descriptions of eggs but little information 
on specific locality, date, or clutch size. Of the 
thousand or more species for which the nest has 
been reported, many of the cases represent only 
one or a few observations and some are no doubt 
based on m isiden tifications. For the o ther 
species data is inadequate and special informa
tion on nest placement, habitat, relation of nest
ing to rainy season, brood parasitism, etc., is 
rarely given. One could elaborate other benefits 
of systematic recording of nesting data but the 
ra tionale  for such system s is a lready  well 
documented by the establishment of such record 
programs in North America and Europe.

I propose that we begin now to record and 
preserve such data, and since I have collected 
data  on several hundred nests observed  by 
myself and others, and have culled the literature 
and filed nest information on several groups of 
neotropical birds. I offer to serve to collect and 
curate this information.

A nesting data registry for Neotropical Birds 
differs in several c rucial respects from the

schemes which exist in North America, and one 
of these differences even makes me hesitant to 
estab lish  such a reg istry . M ost of the data 
reported at first will likely come from individuals 
who might be relatively new to neotropical bird 
study or who might be considered “ birding tour
ists,” that is people visiting the Neotropics for 
the purpose of seeing new and exotic birds. Very 
few neotropical regions have been extensively 
studied and there are few useful guides to field 
identification, and relatively few adequate faunal 
lists. Familiarity with these birds is gained slowly 
and the identification of neotropical birds is 
necessarily a tedious and to some degree uncer
tain process for any newcomer to the avifauna. 
For most ofus there will be serious identification 
problems with many of the neotropical groups, 
particularly those unfamiliar endemic families or 
those species which are secretive denizens of 
dense vegetation. Many of the species can only 
be identified in the hand when a collection of 
museum specimens of similar species is avail
able, and this is not the way the average person 
works on a visit to the Neotropics. Of necessity 
one tends to identify birds on process of elimina
tion and there is a great temptation to identify 
birds on the basis of supposed range. Many pub
lished ranges are generalizations if not actually 
inaccurate, and major real and apparent range 
extensions, not to mention new additions to 
national bird lists are reported frequently. There
fore it is inevitable that misidentifications will 
be made, thus rendering reports quite misleading 
to a com piler of biological inform ation. For 
example I may see a little brown bird which I 
identify as species A because it is the only bird 
of that sort recorded in country A. But it would 
come as no surprise if the extrem ely similar 
.,pecies B is found to occur in country A and 
in retrospect I would have no way of determining 
which species I had observed. In many cases 
only collecting the parent bird and nest could 
provide an acceptable record.

This difficulty is very familiar to all amateur 
and professional bird students who have thrust 
them selves in to  an unfam iliar neo trop ica l 
avifauna. These difficulties also allow the possi-
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bility  th a t  a  g re a t  n u m b er o f  re p o r ts  b ased  on  
m is id e n tif ic a tio n s  w ill b e  in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  
reg is try  a n d  th a t  th e  c o n fu s io n  g e n e ra te d  wiJI 
o ffse t a n y  b e n e fit. F o r  e x a m p le , th e  c a s e  o f  th e  
m y s te r io u s  b la c k  eg g s  c o lle c te d  in  v a r io u s  p a r ts  
o f  n o r th e rn  S o u th  A m e ric a  a n d  a t t r ib u te d  a p p a r 
e n tly  in  e r r o r  to  a  b lu e  h o n e y c r e e p e r  (g e n u s ,  
Cyanerpes) by  a  se r ie s  o f  a u th o r s ,  is  a  c a se  in 
p o in t o f  h o w  a  re c o rd  b a se d  o n  an  in itia l m is id en - 
tif ic a tio n  c a n  b e  p e rp e tu a te d  in  sc ien tif ic  li te ra 
tu re  (E is e n m a n n , Auk 70:362-3 , 1953). O b v io u s ly  
I fee l th a t  e v e n  w ith  th is  m a jo r sh o r tc o m in g  a 
reg is try  will b e  an  a s s e t.  I f  n o th in g  e ls e  o n e  can  
r e f e r  to  th e  reg is try  fo r  in fo rm a tio n  on  w h ich  
sp e c ie s  h a v e  n e v e r  h ad  th e ir  n e s ts  re p o r te d .

A n o th e r  sh o r tc o m in g  o f  n e s tin g  re p o r ts  fro m  
th e  N e o tro p ic s  w ill b e  th a t  o f  in a d e q u a te  v is its  
to  th e  n e s t. T h e  v is ito r  m ay  fin d  a  n e s t ,  re c o rd  
its c o n te n ts ,  b u t n e v e r rev is it it. T h u s  it w o u ld  
n o t e v e n  b e  p o s s ib le  to  say  w h e th e r  th e  o b se rv e d  
c lu tc h -s iz e  re p r e s e n te d  a  c o m p le te  o r  in c o m p le te  
c lu tc h , a n d  th e  r e c o r d  m ig h t b e  o f  re la tiv e ly  li tt le  
v a lu e . S u ch  in fo rm a tio n  a s  h a tc h in g  o r  fledg ing  
su c c e s s  w o u ld  n o t b e  fo r th c o m in g . I t  is , h o w 
e v e r , m u ch  e a s ie r  to  re je c t su ch  in c o m p le te  
re c o rd s  w h e n  o n e  h a s  a b u n d a n t  in fo rm a tio n  th a n  
w h e n  o n e  h as  n o n e , a n d  a t  p re s e n t  e v e n  s in g le 
v is it r e p o r ts  w ill p ro v id e  u se fu l in fo rm a tio n  o n  
n e s tin g  s e a s o n , h a b i ta t  p re fe re n c e , n e s t  lo c a t io n , 
e tc . P e rh a p s  th e  k n o w le d g e  th a t  o n e s  o b s e rv a 
tio n s , ev en  if  n o t im m e d ia te ly  p u b lish e d , will b e  
p r e s e r v e d  a n d  in c o r p o r a t e d  w ith  m a n y  o th e r  
r e c o rd s ,  w ill s t im u la te  th e  b ir d  s tu d e n t  to  ta k e  
th e  tim e  ■ to  o b ta in  a d d it io n a l in fo rm a tio n  on  th e  
sa m e  n est. S im ila rly  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  N  e o tro p i-  
c a l N e s tin g  R e g is try  w ill p ro v id e  th e  o b se rv e r  
w ith  a  g o a l t h a t  w ill s t im u la te  th e  re c o rd in g  o f  
d a ta  d e sc r ib in g  th e  n e s t  an d  its  s i tu a t io n .

In  su b m ittin g  n e s t  r e c o rd s  to  t h e  N e o tro p ic a l 
R e g is try  i t  is im p o r ta n t  th a t  th e  o b s e r v e r  in d ic a te  
in  a  p a ra g ra p h  h o w  th e  sp e c ie s  o f  n e s tin g  b ird  
w a s  id e n t i f ie d ,  a n d  w h e th e r  i t  w a s  c o l l e c te d ,  
p h o to g ra p h e d , d e te rm in e d  by e lim in a tio n , o r 
o n ly  p r o v i s io n a l ly  id e n t i f ie d .  A  s t a te m e n t  o f  
p r o b a b le  id e n t i f ic a t io n  m ay  e v e n tu a l ly  p ro v e  
qu ite  v a lu a b le , ev en  i f  i t  o n ly  a llo w s  d e te rm in a 
tio n  o f  th e  b ird  to  th e  g e n u s  le v e l. I t  w o u ld  be 
a p p r o p r ia t e  to  a c t  as i f  o n e  h a d  o b s e r v e d  an  
u n u su a l b ird  o n  a  C h ris tm a s  B ird  C o u n t a n d  w e re  
w ritin g  su p p o r tin g  d e ta ils  to  c o n v in c e  th e  e d ito r  
o f  th e  v a lid ity  o f  th e  s ig h tin g . T h u s  th e  e x p e r i
e n c e  o f  th e  o b s e r v e r  w ith  th e  sp e c ie s  w o u ld  b e  
in d ic a te d , as w e ll as w ith  o th e r  s im ila r  sp e c ie s  
w h ic h  th e  o b s e r v e r  h a d  c o n s id e re d , a n d  th e  b asis  
fo r  e lim in a tin g  th e s e  sp e c ie s . S u ch  in fo rm a tio n  
w o u ld  b e  filed  in th e  re g is try  w ith  th e  o b s e r v a 
t io n ,  a n d  w o u ld  a llo w  a n y  fu tu r e  c o m p i le r  to

e v a lu a te  th e  id e n tif ic a tio n  a n d  a c c e p t o r  re je c t 
it.

S u c h  a  p ro c e d u r e  w ill p ro v id e  fu tu re  b ird  s tu 
d e n ts  w ith  a  s u b s ta n tia l  f i le  o f  d a ta  w h ile  re q u ir 
ing  th e m  to  e x e rc is e  ju d g m e n t re g a rd in g  th e  v a 
lid ity  o f  e a c h  r e p o r t .  T h is  m ay  seem  u n sc ie n tif ic , 
b u t it is in  n o  w ay  d if fe re n t f ro m  an y  o th e r  c o m p i
la tio n  o f  o b s e rv e ra tio n a l d a ta  w h e re  th e  sc ien 
tis ts  m u s t b e  w e ll a w a re  o f  th e  p o ss ib le  so u rces  
o f  e r r o r  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  e a c h  o b s e rv a tio n . T h is  
is tr u e  e v e n  w h en  th e  o b s e r v a t io n s  a re  m a d e  
u n d e r  rig id ly  c o n tro lle d  e x p e r im e n ta l s i tu a t io n s , 
b u t  o b v io u s ly  w ith  N e o tro p ic a l  b ird s  th e  so u rc e s  
o f  e r r o r  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t  u n c e r ta in ty  a re  m u ch  
g re a te r . T h is  re g is try  w ill b e  a  u se fu l re p o s ito ry  
fo r  re c o rd s  w h ich  o b s e rv e rs  m ig h t n o t  ta k e  th e  
tim e  to  p u b lish , a n d  it w ill p re s e rv e  m an y  re c o rd s  
w h ic h  a re  b o th  v a lid  an d  v a lu a b le  b u t  w h ic h  in  
th e  a b s e n c e  o f  c o lle c te d  s p e c im e n s  w o u ld  n o t  
b e  a c c e p te d  fo r  p u b lic a tio n .

T h e  a b o v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  r e f e r  m a in ly  to  
r e p o r ts  o f  p re v io u s ly  u n k n o w n  n e s ts  o r  n e s ts  o f  
r a r e  sp e c ie s  o r  o f  sp e c ie s  o u t-o f-ra n g e , b u t  p ro b 
ab ly  a  m o re  im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t  o f  th e  N e s t  R eg is
try  is c o m p ila tio n  o f  d a ta  o n  co m m o n  sp e c ie s  
su c h  a s  b a n a n a q u i ts ,  k is k a d e e s , a n d  B lu e -g ray  
T a n a g e rs .  U n le s s  o n e  is s tu d y in g  a  p a r t ic u la r  
sp ec ies  i t  is u n lik e ly  th a t  e n o u g h  n es ts  w o u ld  
b e  fo u n d  f o r  a n y  sp e c ie s  to  b e  m ean in g fu l. T h e  
c o m p ila tio n  o f r e p o r ts  f r o m  m an y  o b s e rv e rs  s c a t
te r e d  o v e r  d if fe re n t p a r ts  o f  th e  b re e d in g  se a so n  
a n d  d iffe re n t  p a r ts  o f  th e  N  e o tro p ic s  m ay  p ro v id e  
m u c h  m o re  u s e fu l in fo rm a tio n . O n  a  tr ip  to  th e  
N e o t r o p i c s  d u r in g  th e  b r e e d in g  s e a s o n  m o s t  
o b s e rv e rs  fin d  a  fe w  n e s ts ,  a n d  a  fe w  m in u te s  
ta k e n  to  w r ite  d o w n  a p p r o p r ia t e  d a t a  w o u ld  
in d e e d  b e  a  w o r th w h ile  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  a v ia n  
b io lo g y .

E v en  i f  a ll a v ifa u n a l s tu d e n ts  w e re  to  re p o r t  
th e ir  n e s t r e c o rd s  to  th e  reg is try  th e  v o lu m e  o f  
th e  re g is try  w o u ld  sw e ll s lo w ly  c o m p a re d  to  th e  
re g is tr ie s  o f  N o r th  A m e ric a n  b ird s . H o w e v e r , 
it is o b v io u s  th a t  su c h  in fo rm a tio n  w ill h a v e  to  
b e  t a b u l a t e d  a n d  e v e n tu a l ly  p u n c h e d  in to  a 
c o m p u te r  s y s te m , p e rfe ra b ly  o n e  th a t  is c o m p a t
ib le w ith  sy s te m s  a lr e a d y  in  e x is te n c e . C o n tr ib u 
tio n s to  th e  re g is try  sh o u ld  fo llo w  th e  p a tte rn  
e s ta b lish e d  b y  th e  N o r th  A m e ric a n  N e s t  R e c o rd  
C a rd  P ro g ra m  o f  C o rn e ll U n iv e r s i ty ’s L a b o ra 
to ry  o f  O rn ith o lo g y  w ith  re s p e c t to  th e  ty p e  o f  
d a ta  to  b e  in c lu d e d . B e c a u se  m ore  d e ta i ls  a re  
n e e d e d  re g a rd in g  th e  N e o tro p ic a l o b se rv a tio n s  
th e  u se  o f  c a rd s  is p ro b a b ly  n o t  su itab le . M o re 
o v e r, f o r  c o lo n ia l b ird s  w h e re  o n e  m ay  o b ta in  
d a ta  o n  a  fe w  h u n d re d  n e s ts ,  u se  o f  a  s in g le  
c a rd  p e r  n e s t  p ro v e s  im p ra c tic a l .
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A d d itio n a l d a ta  w h ic h  w ould  be very v a lu a b le  
to  th e  N e o tro p ic a l  R e g is try  in v o lv es  c lim a te  a n d  
c e r ta in  a s p e c t s  o f  h a b i t a t .  In th e  N  e o t r o p ic s  
w h e re  m e te o ro lo g ic a l s ta tio n s  are re la tiv e ly  
s p a r s e , n e s t  r e p o r ts  p re fe ra b ly  sh o u ld  in c lu d e  
some c lim a to lo g ic  in fo rm a tio n , su c h  a s  th e  tim 
ing  o f  th e  r a in y  se a s o n  in a p a r t ic u la r  year. M e n 
tio n  o f  th e  o n s e t  o f  ra in s  is  p a r t ic u la r ly  im p o rta n t 
s in ce  f o r  m a n y  sp e c ie s  n es tin g  is  tr ig g e re d  by 
a rr iv a l o f  th e  ra in s . O n s e t ,  d u ra t io n , a n d  a m o u n t 
o f  p re c ip ita tio n  m a y  d if fe r  a n n u a lly  a n d  a n  
e s t im a te  o f  th e s e  fa c to rs  w o u ld  b e  b en e fic ia l. 
M o re o v e r , even  re la tiv e ly  sh o rt d is ta n c e s  in the  
N e o tro p ic s  m ay  b e  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  m a jo r  c lim a 
tic d if fe re n c e s . T h u s  the  ra in y  se a so n  in a c h o ic e  
b ird in g  lo c a lity  m a y  b e  s e v e ra l m o n th s  o u t-  
o f -p h a se  w ith  th e  ra in y  se a s o n  a t  th e  m e te ro lo g ic  
s ta tio n  in th e  m a jo r  c ity  ju s t  100 m iles away over 
a m o u n ta in  ran g e .

S o u th  A m e ric a  is a b u n d a n tly  b le s se d  w ith  S an  
J o s e s ,  S a n ta  M a r ia s ,  C e r r o  B la n c o s  a n d  R io  
N e g ro s , a n d  m a n y  o f  th e  n a m e s  are lo ca l an d  
are n o t fo u n d  in  a t la s e s .  T h e  p ro v in c e  o r  d e p a r t 
m e n t o f  th e  c o u n try  should  a lw ay s  b e  in c lu d e d , 
a s  w e ll a s  d is ta n c e  to  a n e a rb y  m a jo r  c ity  or 
o th e r  la n d m a rk . T im e  ta k e n  to  c h e c k , v e rify , 
a n d  r e c o r d  la t i tu d e  a n d  lo n g i tu d e  w ill g re a t ly  
e n h a n c e  th e  v a lu e  o f  r e p o r ts .  S im ila rly  th e  c ru 
c ia l f a c to r  o f  a lt i tu d e , o f te n  o v e rlo o k e d  b y  th e  
c a su a l v is ito r , sh ou ld  b e  d e te rm in e d  or e s tim a te d  
in  some w a y  a n d  re p o r te d .

A  g r e a t  m an y  te rm s  h a v e  b e e n  u se d  to  d e sc r ib e  
tro p ic a l h a b ita ts  a n d  v e g e ta tio n , so a d e sc r ip tio n

or a re fe re n c e  th a t e x p la in s  th e  te rm s  used  by  
th e  r e p o r t e r  w o u ld  b e  e s s e n t ia l .  T h e  h a b i ta t  
d e sc r ip tio n  sh o u ld  b e  a s  th o ro u g h  a s  tim e  w ill 
a llo w , fo r  e v e n  th o u g h  w e  ta k e  h a b ita ts  n a m e s  
f o r  g ra n te d  in N o r th  A m e ric a , to o  little  is k n o w n  
a b o u t e c o lo g y  in th e  N e o tro p ic s .  A lso  su c h  fa c 
to r s  a s  d is ta n c e  o f  n e s t  fro m  w a te r  o r its p o s itio n , 
n o t m e re ly  in  h e ig h t, b u t a lso  in  re la t io n  to  th e  
v a r io u s  c a n o p ie s  or s t r a ta  o f  tro p ic a l fo re s ts  are 
im p o r ta n t. Care tak en  in d e fin in g  h a b ita t  more 
p re c is e ly , g re a tly  e n h a n c e s  o n es  a p p re c ia tio n  o f  
a v ia n  eco lo g y  an d  a lso  th e  v a lu e  o f  o n e ’s re c o rd s .

I re q u e s t  th a t a n y o n e  w ho  h as read  th is  f a r  
a n d  w o u ld  like to  c o n tr ib u te  re c o rd s  to  th e  R eg is
try  o rg a n iz e  th e ir  m a te r ia l an d  se n d  it to  m e a t 
t h e  A m e r ic a n  M u s e u m  o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y ,  
D e p a r tm e n t o f  O rn ith o lo g y , N e w  Y o rk , N ew  
Y o rk  10024. I w ill b e  p le a s e d  to  a c c e p t ,  a t  le a s t 
i n i t i a l l y ,  r e c o r d s  f r o m  C e n t r a l  a n d  S o u th  
A m e ric a  a s  w ell a s  th e  W e s t In d ie s , a lth o u g h  
as  th e  v o lu m e  sw ells it m ay  b e  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  
o th e r  w o rk e rs  to  ta k e  over c e r ta in  se g m e n ts  o f 
th i s  v a s t  area. I r e f r a in  fro m  s u g g e s t in g  any 
sp ec if ic  fo rm a t, b u t le g ib ility  is o b v io u s ly  h ighly  
d e s ira b le . A s fa r  a s  p o s s ib le  I will a c k n o w le d g e  
a ll r e p o r ts  re c e iv e d , an d  I will beg in  to  o rg a n iz e  
th e  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  m a k e  it a c c e ssa b le  to  b ird  
s tu d e n ts . A n y  su g g e s tio n s  fro m  c o n tr ib u to rs  o r 
u s e r s  w ill o f  c o u r s e  b e  m u c h  a p p r e c i a te d .  I 
g rea tly  a p p re c ia te  th e  a d v ic e  an d  c ritic ism s  th is  
p ro p o s a l  h a s  re c e iv e d  fro m  E u g e n e  E ise n m a n n  
a n d  W e sle y  E. L a n y o n .

A lth o u g h  n u m e r o u s  l e t t e r s  were r e c e iv e d ,  
m an y  fro m  sc h o o l c h ild re n  w ho w e re  m is led  by  
in a c c u ra te  p re s s  re p o r ts  no b o n a  fid e  c la im a n t 
to  th e  $100 a w a rd  (AFN  24: 654) fo r  th e  f irs t 
d e sc r ip tio n  w ith  p ic tu re s  o f  th e  n e s t o f  th e  M a r
b led  M u rre le t w a s  su b m itte d  d u rin g  th e  year. 
C o lo r  t r a n s p a r e n c i e s  o f  p u r p o r t e d  n e s t in g s

p ro v e d  to  be o f  o th e r  s p e c ie s . R e p o r ts  o f  adu lt 
b i r d s  s e e n  a n d  h e a r d  in la n d  in th e  p re s u m e d  
b re e d in g  ra n g e  d u rin g  n e s t in g  se a so n  were m any , 
b u t no one m a n a g e d  to  clim b th a t  e lu s iv e  tree  
a n d /o r  c liff  to  lo c a te  a n e s t in g  p a ir . T h e  aw ard  
s till s ta n d s ; le t us h o p e  th a t  it w ill b e  c laim ed  
d u rin g  1972.
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