
field marks (HBN). Fox Sparrows were noted at 
3 locations on the Colorado Eastern Slope 
(D.F.O., RFB, GMS) and 2 or more were sing
ing on the Elk R. near Steamboat Springs; this 
is the fifth location they have been recorded in 
w. Colorado.

C o r r ig e n d a  — Am. Birds 25: 86: the Tennessee 
Warbler was seen Sept. 12, not Oct. 12. Am. Birds 
25:703 & 775: The Utah Cattle Egret was not the 
first for Utah; 1 or 2 have been reported at Bear 
R. N.W.R. each year since 1968.

I omitted from the last report my acknowledg
ment of Dr. Oliver K. Scott’s 17 years of service 
to Audubon Field Notes and American Birds. He 
has reported well and accurately on the birdlife of 
this Region for almost 2 decades. Dr. Scott’s 
knowledge of the Region's birdlife is unsurpassed, 
and he is a leading authority on the birds of 
Wyoming as well as keeper of the Wyoming state 
list. Now incoming President of the Murie Audu
bon Society in Casper, he continues his fine con
tributions to the Audubon Society. Currently he 
and the Murie group are diligently working 
to counter the threats to the eagle populations in 
Wyoming, which in winter harbors more eagles 
than any other of the lower 48 states.

A r e a  c o n t r ib u t o r s  — Cedar City, Utah: 
Stewart B. Murie; Dubois, Wyo.: Mary Back; 
Durango, Colo.: Oppie Reames; Eagle L., Calif.: 
Gordon I. Gould, Jr.; Eldora, Colo.: Gail M. 
Shickley; Evergreen, Colo.: Winston W. Brockner; 
Farmington Waferfowl Management Area, Utah: 
Reuben H. Dietz; Franklin Basin, Logan, Utah: 
Jan Young; Grand Junction, Colo.: Lucy F. Ela; 
Hahns Peak, Colo.: Thelma Stevenson; Jefferson, 
Colo.: Carol Hack & Kathy Hawkins; Klamath 
Basin Refuges, Ore. & Calif.: Edward J. O’Neill; 
La Veta, Colo.: Mrs. Lewis A. Cummings; Malheur 
Nat’l Wildlife Refuge: Eldon McLaury and staff; 
McCoy, Colo.: Margaret Ewing; Monte Vista Nat'l 
Wildlife Refuge: Charles R. Bryant; Mono Co., 
Calif.: John M. Finkbeiner; Nampa, Ida.: Belle 
Shaw; Nat'l Elk Refuge, Wyo.: Don E. Redfearn; 
Pocatello, Ida.: Charles H. Trost; Pueblo, Canon 
City, L. Isabel, Colo.: David A. Griffiths; Ruby 
Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge: Lowell L. Napier; 
Rupert, Ida.: W. H. Shillington; Sheridan, Wyo.: 
Tom Kessinger & Platt Hall (Pl H); Summit Co., 
Colo.: Hugh E. Kingery; Zion Nat'l Park, Utah: 
Richard A. Stuart.

OBSBRVERS — Walter Anderson, David Bolton 
(D Bo); Clait E. Braun, Donna Breganser, Robert
F. Buttery, Jarvis Campbell, Colorado Field Orni
thologists; Mark R. Collie, Allegra Collister, John 
Cooper, Camille Cummins, Kent Dannen, Denver 
Field Ornithologists, Sue Dismant, George Down
ing, William W. Dunmire, Nadine Elich, Lloyd L. 
Falk, William P. Fisher, Richard F. Follett, Gerald 
Fultz, Sean Furniss, Jerome Gifford, Donen 
Gleick, John R. Glenn, Claire A. Griffiths, Lorna 
Gustafson, Robert Gustafson, Robert Haines, Peter 
Hall (PeH), May E. Hanesworth, Joseph H. Hicks, 
John D. Hill, Harold Holt, Nancy Hurley, J. W.

Janssen, Lesley Julian, Paul Julian, Gleb L. 
Kashin, Reed Kelley, Robert I. Kerr, Rodney 
Krey, Michael Long, Tim Manolis, Blaine M. 
Marshman, Merle McGraw, Mike Morgan, Sadie 
Morrison, Robert Moss, Harry B. Nehls, Ruth 
Nelson, Grace Nixon, Marian Patterson, Anthony 
Petrum, Richard E. Pillmore, Nancy Poulk, 
Warner K. Reeser, John Revill, Ronald A. Ryder, 
Michael P. Schultz, David Silverman, (BS) Ben 
Slater, Rich Stallcup, Robert E. Stewart, William 
Stone, Richard Stransky (RSy), Mrs. S. O. Swartz, 
Mrs. John C. Thomas, John L. Wagner, Robert E. 
Wallace, Shirley Wells, Arthur M. Wemmerus. 
O t h e r  ABBREVIATIONS—B.B.S.: Fish and Wildlife 
Service Breeding Bird Surveys; R.M.N.P.: Rocky
Mountain Nat'l Park.__HUGH E. KINGERY,
10 Emerson #503, Denver, Colo. 80218.

SOUTHWEST REGION 
/  Patricia R. Snider

This summer was a period of extremes in 
weather. Severe drought conditions continued into 
mid-July. The coolness of late spring changed 
suddenly to one of the hottest spells on record. 
Forests were closed entirely while many disastrous

fires burned over thousands of acres of timber and 
grasslands, with the air becoming ominously 
smoke-laden. Drought conditions spread southward 
in Mexico as far as Sinaloa, perhaps forcing some 
exotic species to move' north. Some cities were 
forced to restrict water use, most stock tanks and 
streams dried up completely, while rivers became 
mere trickles.

Then in July an abrupt change to the opposite 
extreme occurred in this land of “too little or too 
much”. Heavy rains began to bring floods. Yearly 
precipitation totals rose to more nearly normal 
levels. The continued pattern of moisture and 
coolness at last brought forth some long-delayed 
weed and plant growth. The countryside again 
became green and “spring blossoms” bloomed.

Bird populations were not too plentiful until the 
rains began. Nesting was terribly slow in getting 
started, with some species apparently not trying at
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all. The rains seemed to start too late to benefit 
breeding very much. Birds came in greater num
bers into towns and to feeders. Conditions prob
ably moved birds into new areas in a search for 
food and water; especially north of normal ranges. 
Migration lasted well into June and had begun 
again by late July. Some high-altitude species 
lingered at lower than normal levels all summer.

P e l ic a n , F r ig a t e b ir d  — A Brown Pelican was 
seen in Phoenix Aug. 14 (SB). An imm. frigatebird 
(sp?) was seen July 12 at Mittry L., n. of Yuma, 
Ariz. (AG).

H e r o n s  —  A Green Heron was seen near 
Nogales, Ariz. June 23 (BDP, fide AC). Herons 
and egrets seemed to wander northward in greater 
numbers. At Bitter Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, 
near Roswell, N.Mex. 4 Little Blue Herons were 
seen June 21 (DLB, JC, VM) and July 23, with 2 
on Aug. JO (VM). Two spent the summer at 
Bosque del Apache Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, near 
Socorro, N.Mex. (JS); 1 was seen on Elephant 
Butte L., near Truth or Consequences, N.Mex. 
June 10 (CH); and another was seen June 5 near 
Isleta, Bernalillo Co., N. Mex. (RLT). A Louisiana 
Heron remained at Tucson July 18-24 (HF, EY, el 
al.). A Cattle Egret appeared at the n. end of 
Elephant Butte L. June 10 (CH). Too late to send 
on was another reported at La Sauses, Conejos 
Co., Colo. Aug. 6 (JW). Two Am. Bitterns were 
reported on Bosque Refuge this summer (JS). One 
or two Least Bitterns were found near Phoenix 
June 15 (BB,DM), with a pair photographed in 
early July near Isleta (JD).

Isis — Two imm. Wood Ibis were reported:
I at Corn Creek, on the Desert Game Range, near 
Las Vegas, Nev. July 4 (MVM, JM), and another 
at Redrock, Grant Co., N. Mex. photographed 
Aug. 3-4 (RF, AN, et al.). Unusual midsummer 
records of White-faced Ibis: 26 at Tucumcari L., 
Quay Co., N. Mex. July 22 (JLS), 2 in Phoenix 
July 17 (BB), and in the Las Vegas, Nev. area 
after July 3 (CL, MVM) may indicate poor breed
ing success to the north.

G o o s e , D u c k s  —  A late Canada Goose lingered 
on Fenton L., Sandoval Co., N. Mex. until driven 
away by a forest fire in mid-June (MS). A Black- 
bellied Tree Duck stayed in Phoenix July 23-Aug.
14 (SB). One was reported at Canoa Ranch July
15 (KG) and Kinsley’s at Amado July 17 (SF), 
both located s. of Tucson. One was seen near 
Arivaca Jct., Pima Co., Ariz. June 26 (DDS, DG), 
while 4 were present in Tucson through July and 
August (PN). A flock of 8 was seen near Nogales 
June 23 (BDP). Even more unusual was the 
Fulvous Tree Duck found June 6 in Phoenix (BB). 
At Bosque Refuge 8 young Mexican Ducks were 
raised to flight stage (JS). Ducks were returning 
unusually early to desert areas. For the first time 
in a number of years Cinnamon Teal and Ruddy 
Ducks nested at Phoenix (RAW, RT, SB). Two 
broods of Shoveler were on Tucumcari L. July 22 
(JLS). A Lesser Scaup bred south of its usual 
range with 4 downy young seen on Bitter Lake

Refuge June 4 (DLB, JC). An injured imm. il 
White-winged Scoter arrived at a small pond in Los 
Alamos, N. Mex. May 31 and is still present 
(LGH, PRS, mob).

H a w k s  —  Numbers were down in the Silver 
City-Deming-Lordsburg area, N. Mex. (DZ). A 
Black Vulture was seen on Organ Pipe Cactus 
Nat’l Mon. near Ajo, Ariz. July 6 (RL, TM, et al.). 
The Mississippi Kite was not seen this year at 
Roswell (VM) but was recorded for the second 
summer near Winkleman, Pinal Co., Ariz. (PN, 
BB, mob). An imm. Goshawk was seen near Dixon, 
Rio Arriba Co., N. Mex. June 23 (JW), with an
other imm. at Big Bend Nat'l Park, Tex. June 
19, which probably wandered from a distance 
away (RW). A Gray Hawk was seen near Tucson 
June 21 (MMc, fide AC). A pair of Harris’ Hawks 
stayed on Bitter Lake Refuge until July 8, and may 
have bred there (JC, VM). A subad. Bald Eagle 
was seen near Gila, Grant Co., N. Mex. June 5 
(SK, fide DZ). Surprising was a Marsh Hawk near 
Tucson June 15 (EY). A Caracara was sighted e. of 
Sells, Ariz. July 6 (RL, TM). A Peregrine Falcon 
was seen near Nogales June 17 (PN); with another 
found in Los Alamos June 5 (LGH). There may 
have been as many as 4 pairs breeding in one of 
the parks in the Region. (RW). An Aplomado 
Falcon was seen n. of Sonoita, Ariz. July 22 (BS).

G r o u s e , Q u a il  — A Blue Grouse was seen near 
Reserve in the Tularosa Mts, Catron Co., N. Mex. 
July 4- (BM, et al.). Gambel's Quail apparently had 
a very poor nesting success with “almost a disaster” 
near Las Vegas, Nev. (CL), poor near Globe, Ariz.
(BJ), few of young hatched seemed to survive at 
Silver City (DZ), with most staying in coveys 
instead of pairing (RF). A pair of Harlequin Quail 
was reported near Vanadium, Grant Co., N. Mex. 
June 17 (RF); the species was also seen in Gardiner 
Canyon n. of Sonoita July 22 (BS). A Ring-necked 
Pheasant cock at Gila Hot Springs, Grant Co., N. 
Mex. was unusually high in altitude and the first 
there in 35 years (fide RF). Two Turkeys were seen 
near Las Vegas, N. Mex. June 8 (WH), with at 
least 4 in Rustler Park, Chiricahua Mts., Cochise 
Co., Ariz. June 24 (BDP).

R a il s , G a l l in u l e  —  From June 1 to Aug. 5 
there were 36 Clapper Rails counted on Havasu 
L. Nat’l Wildlife Refuge, near Topock, Ariz. 
(BHaw). Virginia Rails were found on Bitter 
Lake Refuge July 8-Aug. 10, wih Soras present 
July 23-Aug. 10 (JC, VM); the latter was photo
graphed at Isleta Aug. 8 (JD). About 10-15 Black 
Rails were calling at West Pond, near Bard, Im
perial Co., Calif. June 23 and July 7 (RL, TM, et 
al.). A pair of Com. Gallinules was photographed 
in early June at Isleta (JD, JF), the farthest north 
it has been found along the Rio Grande. Another 
was found at Glenwood Fish Hatchery, Catron Co., 
N. Mex. July 10 (RF, BM, et al.), and nesting was 
discovered at Bitter L. Refuge July 23 (DLB, JC, 
VM). Another was seen s. of Tucson June 21 
(BDP).
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P l o v e r s , S a n d p ip e r s  — An early Semipalmated 
Plover was seen in Phoenix Aug. 7 (BB, SD) and 
14 (SB, PN). Another was near Las Vegas, Nev. 
Aug. 15 (MVM). A Snowy Plover was at Phoenix 
July 20-30 (RAW), at Tucson Aug. 1 (PN), and 6 
were seen at Alamogordo, N. Mex. July 28 (LC). A 
Black-bellied Plover was in Phoenix Aug. 7 (ZB, 
SD); and a Long-billed Curlew was at Bernardo, 
N. Mex. July 11 (JD). An early Com. Snipe was 
seen in Phoenix Aug. 12 (RAW). One to three 
Pectoral Sandpipers were near Las Vegas, Nev. 
Aug. 13-15 ( M V m ), with 2 in Tucson July 17 
(PN). In Phoenix 1-3 Stilt Sandpipers were seen 
Aug. 11-14 (SB, RAW). Nine Wilson’s Ph\llaropes 
were found on Brushy Tank, San Carlos Indian 
Res., Gila Co., Ariz. Aug. 14 (BJ). A Red 
Phalarope was seen in Tucson July 17-20 (HF, 
PN, SR, et al.).

G u l l s , T e r n s  — Four imm. Franklin's Gulls 
were in Tucson July 31-Aug. 8 (HF, PN). The 25 
Black Terns present there Aug. 20 was a large 
number (PN); 12 were seen near Alamogordo 
July 28 (LC).

P i g e o n , D o v e , R o a d r u n n e r  — There was an 
increase in reports of Band-tailed Pigeons, es
pecially in desert areas near water. They were 
reported at Corn Creek June 6 & 8 (JM, MVM), 
with 1 on Bosque Refuge July 10 (CH), along the 
Gila R. near Gila in June (RF); on June 26 2 or 3 
were at Dixon (JW), and they were more numerous 
than usual along Sonoita Creek near Patagonia, 
Ariz. (PN, BDP).. An albino White-winged Dove 
was present in Phoenix Aug. 2-9 (SD), with more 
doves than usual around Las Vegas, Nev. reported 
by local hunters (CL). For the second year Road- 
runners seemed scarce at Silver City (RF). Near 
Jemez Springs, N. Mex. I was seen Aug. IO (MS).

O w l s  — A Barn Owl bred at Bitter L. Refuge 
again this year (JC). A young Screech Owl was 
found June 8 at Rattlesnake Springs, Carlsbad 
Caverns Nat'l Park, N. Mex. (CH). A Flammulated 
Owl nest was found near Tucson June 7; the young 
were banded in late July (BC, PN). This species 
was heard in Cibola Nat'l Forest near Corona, 
N. Mex. June 19 for the first Lincoln Co. record 
(LV, SW). The Whiskered Owl was common on 
Mt. Lemmon near Tucson with 16 counted in early 
August (BC, SS). Young Ferruginous Owls were 
fledged in Tucson (RL, TM, mob). Two more were 
seen in Sabino Canyon near there in late June
(SD). From June 28 to Aug. 13 1-3 Burrowing 
Owls were seen near Las Vegas, Nev. (CL, MVM); 
with 2 young found near Cortaro, Ariz. June 2 
(HF, GG, PN). This owl was numerous in Los 
Lunas and Albuquerque, N. Mex. in June (JD). 
Spotted Owls were calling on Mt. Lemmon June 
13 (GG, PN) and 24 (PN, et al.). On Aug. 6 one 
was found in mesquite-palo verde s. of Tucson on 
the desert, in a habitat where it is rare and where 
it was found in 1970. Possibly it has been there 
all the time (BC, PN). Another was calling in 
Rustler Park June 24 (BDP). A Long-eared Owl 
was found n. of Tucson July 1 (PN). A Short

eared Owl, dead for at least a month, was found 
near Las Cruces, N. Mex. June 5 (SW). A Saw- 
whet Owl calling on Mt. Lemmon July 13 came to 
a tape recorder (GG, PN), and may have been 
there all the time (SR).

W h i p - p o o r -w i l l s , H u m m i n g b i r d s  — A Whip- 
poor-will was calling at Cedar Crest, N. Mex. May
12-14 (BM, JDL, et al). Reported cal1ing along 
Sonoita Creek July 3-4 was a Ridgway's Whip- 
poor-will (RR, fide BH). Since last winter's freeze 
killed many blooming shrubs, hummingbirds were 
reported in greater numbers at feeders and in 
towns. The Lucifer Hummingbird may be spread
ing into the region. In addition to the spring 
reports, 1 was seen in Guadalupe Canyon, near 
Douglas, Cochise Co., Ariz. July 4-25 (PN, EY, 
MM), with another in Ramsey Canyon, Huachuca 
Mts., Cochise Co., Ariz. in August (JP). A 3 
Costa’s Hummingbird was in Las Vegas, Nev. 
July 19-Aug. 15; while a Anna’s Hummingbird 
there Aug. 3-7 was a first summer record (CL). 
Another Anna’s was in Ramsey Canyon by July 
17 (JP). Returning early were Rufous Humming
birds; while CaHiope Hummingbirds were seen 
more often than usual. A 3 Violet-crowned Hum
mingbird was in Madera Canyon near Tucson 
July 18 (SF); with another seen on Sonoita Creek 
June 27 (d G , RS). A White-eared Hummingbird 
came regularly to a feeder in Cave Creek Canyon, 
Chiricahua Mts. June 12-26 (PN, SW, TM, et al.), 
and another was regular in Madera Canyon July 14 
(BD, et al.). and 22 (EY, PN). In contrast to last 
year, it was not reported in Ramsey Canyon after 
May 14 (JP). A Broad-bil1ed Hummingbird in 
Aravaipa Canyon, s. of Winkleman, seemed north 
of its range on July 18 (KG). For the second time 
a Berylline Hummingbird was reported north of 
the Mexican border. A was seen in Cave Creek 
Canyon June 30-Aug.1 and photographed (PN, 
BH, RAW, JW, mob).

P a r a k e e t , T r o g o n  — An Orange-fronted Para
keet, Aratinga canicularis, was found s. of Las 
Cruces, N. Mex. July 24-Aug. 1 and was photo
graphed (SW, WHH, EGW, mob). Of course, the 
possibility always exists that any of these could 
be escaped cage birds sold as pets s. of the border. 
The Coppery-tailed Trogon was very late in arriv
ing and was in decreased numbers this summer 
(PN, RF).

W o o d p e c k e r s  — A Red-headed Woodpecker 
nest was found near Alameda, N. Mex. July 31 & 
Aug. 15 (ME, CH). The species continues to 
decline in the Roswc.11 area as Starlings take over 
nesting sites (VM). Acorn Woodpeckers were re
ported in better-than-normal numbers in Los Ala
mos (MC, BL) and the population seemed to be 
increasing in the Pinal Mts. near Globe (BJ). 
There was a definite movement in Silver City in 
late July; with some individuals even being seen 
flying s. over treeless country (DZ). A William
son's Sapsucker was in the Sandia Mts. near 
Albuquerque July 18 (ME); another was at 10,000 
ft. on Mt. Charleston near Las Vegas, Nev. July 6 
(CL).
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F l y c a t c h e r s  —  “Several" E. Kingbirds near 
Alameda on Aug. 15 were thought to have been 
driven there by hailstorms to the northeast (ME). 
Tropical Kingbirds failed to return in Tucson 
where they were seen in 1969-1970 (PN). A soli
tary one set up a territory and built a nest at 
Big Bend Park June 22-July 13 (RW). Spotted 
in 3 areas near Las Vegas, Nev. about 15 miles 
apart were 1 (or 3?) imm. Scissor-tailed Fly
catchers July 3, July 17, and Aug. 5 (CL, MVM). 
A ' Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher was in Guadalupe 
Canyon June 27 (TM). Wied’s Crested Flycatchers 
were again seen catching hummingbirds to eat in 
Cave Creek Canyon July 19 (BS). An E. Phoebe 
was seen near El Pueblo, N. Mex. July 5 (WH). 
A W. Flycatcher near Bard June 22 was obviously 
a very late migrant, as possibly was one on 
Sonoita Creek June 21 (BH, PN). A fall migrant 
was found near Tucson Aug. 12 (PN). A Dusky 
Flycatcher singing in the Santa Catalina Mts. near 
Tucson June 24 could also have been a late 
migrant, since the nearest known breeding location 
is in the White Mts. (PN). Buff-breasted Fly
catchers were again found nesting in Scotia 
Canyon, Huachuca Mts. CF:S, BH, mob). The 
Coues’ Flycatcher was thought to be uncommon 
in the Chiricahua Mts. (fide AC) and scarce in 
s.e. Arizona (TM, PN). One calling near Jemez 
Springs July 18-26 (MS) was far north of its range. 
A lone W. Wood Pewee on territory and carry
ing nest material remained in Big Bend Park at 
the low altitude of 1900 ft. until July 13 (RW). 
A late Olive-sidecJ Flycatcher was on Sonoita 
Creek June 14 (HF, PN); another was calling at 
Elephant Butte L. June 5 (CA).

S w a l l o w s , C o r v id s  —  Cave Swallows are now 
said to be nesting in the main entrance of Carlsbad 
Caverns, with hundreds seen July 10 (RD, VM). 
Purple Martins seemed more abundant and wide
spread about Silver City and surrounding country 
(RF), with several recorded near Globe (BJ). They 
were seen at Phoenix June 2 (DM) & 24 (BB). 
Odd was an observation of 12 in the Transition 
Zone on Mt. Lemmon above its usual desert home 
at Tucson June 22 (SO, PN). A pair of Clark's 
Nutcrackers was seen in Rustler Park June 24 
(BDP).

T i t m i c e , N u t h a t c h e s , C r e e p e r , D i p p e r  —  A 
Black-capped Chickadee in Albuquerque Aug. 10 
was s. of its range (ME). Previously unknown s. of 
the Rincon Mts. near Tucson, the Mountain 
Chickadee was found in Miller Canyon, Huachuca 
Mts. in June (CMc, et al., fide PN). Two were 
found in Texas Canyon near Willcox, Ariz. Aug. 7 
(JA). Scarce and local in s.e. Arizona, a Plain 
Titmouse spent August in Cave Creek Canyon 
(BFW, CWH). The Black-eared Bushtit phase was 
seen in the Davis Mts., Jeff Davis Co., Tex. June 
28 (LC); with 2 seen June 26 in Cave Creek 
Canyon (PN, RL). Red-breasted Nuthatches were 
seen in the Tularosa Mts. July 3-4 (BM); with
2-3 in the Pinal Mts. at 6800 ft. Aug. 4 (BJ). They

also were seen in Rustler Park June 24 (BDP); 
while several were found in the Sandia Mts. July 
18 (ME). In the Pinal Mts. from 5500- 7400 ft.
4-5 Brown Creepers were discovered Aug. 4 (BJ). 
“Many” were seen in the Cibola Nat'l Forest near 
Corona June 19 (LC). A Dipper nest containing 
young was photographed near Mora, N.Mex. this 
summer (ES).

C a t b ir d , T h r a s h e r s  —  Catbirds spent the sum
mer at Dixon (JW); and a pair may have nested at 
Isleta in late June (JD). This is south of its range 
in the state. A Brown Thrasher was seen near Los 
Lunas June 20; in the same area there were several 
nesting pairs of Bendire's Thrashers June 20-27 
(JD). Curve-billed Thrashers had a very successful 
nesting season at Silver City with many broods 
raised (DZ). A pair was seen at Bernardo Aug. 8 
(JD).

T h r u s h e s  —  A late Swainson’s Thrush was seen 
at Corn Creek June 6 (JM). Unusual was a Town
send’s Solitaire near Ruby, Santa Cruz Co., Ariz. 
July 3 in dry oak woodland (RL, TM, RS).

G n a t c a t c h e r s , P i p i t , P h a i n o p e p l a , W a x w in g , 
S t a r l in g  —  First for the United States list was 
the Black-capped Gnatcatcher, Polioptila nigriceps, 
family found on Sonoita Creek June 15 (though 
the species has probably been there since June 26,
1970). Three young were fledged June 17; the 
family was later collected to determine if hybrid
ization had occurred. This was found not to be so 
(BH, PN, SR, mob). A Water Pipit nest was found 
at 12,000 ft. on Wheeler Peak north of Taos, 
N.Mex. June 27 (WH, ES). A Phainopepla nest 
was found near Globe June 28 (BJ); it was found 
to be scarce near Gila, although 1 at Bayard, 
N.Mex. June 24 was a new local record (RF). 
A c! was seen near Lemitar, Socorro Co., N. Mex. 
July 10 (CH). Very unusual in the lowlands in 
summer were the Cedar Waxwings still present 
at Corn Creek June 6-7 (JM), 1 at Sonoita Creek 
June 5 (BC), and 1 in Ramsey Canyon June 21 
(SO, PN). In an area with few trees 2 Starlings 
were seen July 14 at Cedar Ridge, Navajo Co., 
Ariz (DZ).

V ir e o , W a r b l e r s  —  A Red-eyed Vireo was seen 
June 5 and again Aug. 14-15 at Corn Creek (JM, 
MVM). Two Prothonotary Warblers were seen in 
Madera Canyon June 14 after a severe storm (BD). 
An Orange-crowned Warbler was in the Sandia 
Mts. Aug. 15 with 2 Townsend’s Warblers (JD). 
About 8-12 Virginia’s Warblers were seen on Mt. 
Charleston July 6 (CL). A nest of the Lucy’s 
Warbler was found June 10 at Elephant Butte L.; 
this warbler was also seen on Bosque Refuge June 
12 (CH). It disappeared from areas near Tucson 
from July 1 until Aug. 18 (PN). A c! Parula 
Warbler was on Sonoita Creek June 8-9 and 
June 27-29 (BH, PN, SD, mob). Olive Warblers 
were “quite common” on Mt. Lemmon on June 24 
(PN), but found less common at Rustler Park 
June 26 (PN, et al.). Two were on Signal Peak n. 
of Silver City Aug. 7 (RF, AN). A Yellow Warbler 
in Phoenix June 5 was the latest ever recorded in
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town (HL). First state summer record was a Black- 
throated Green Warbler singing on Sonoita Creek 
June 30 (PN). Very unusual in summer was a N. 
Waterthrush on Corn Creek Aug. 14 (JM, MVM). 
The MacGillivray's Warbler lingered until June 11 
at Silver City (DZ), and had returned to Corn 
Creek by Aug. 14 (MVM). One in Phoenix June 4 
and a Wilson’s Warbler June 5 were the latest ever 
recorded in town there (HL). A Yellow-breasted 
Chat at 7500 ft. in the Sandia Mts. July 18 (ME) 
was unusual at that altitude. Another was seen at 
Watrous, N. Mex. June 12 (WH). Red-faced 
Warblers were very abundant on Mt. Lemmon 
June 24 (PN, et al.) and were also unusually com
mon in the Pinal Mts. from 5800 to 7400 ft. Aug. 
4 (BJ). Three were on Signal Peak Aug. 7 (RF, 
AN); and there were some at a lower-than-usual 
altitude at Willow Creek, Mogollon Mts., Catron 
Co., N. Mex. July 28 (n A ). An Am. Redstart was 
seen June 3 & 6 near Las Vegas, Nev. (MVM); 
with a 'i' present on Sonoita Creek June 27-29 
(RL, DG, et al.).

I c t e r id s  — An i^ mrn. 3 Yellow-headed Black
bird was seen at Brushy Tank Aug. 14 (BJ). The 
Black-vented, (or Wagler's) Oriole was reported 
again n. of the border when an adult 3 appeared 
in Cave Creek Canyon July 17 and remained at 
a feeder for over a week (JLW, CWH, et al.). A 
3 Orchard Oriole was seen near San Antonito, 
near Cedar Crest, N. Mex. at 6500 ft. June 26
(NA). Another came to a feeder in Globe June 9 
(ACs, fide BJ). A pair was courting and a 5 
building a nest at Rattlesnake Springs June 8 
(CH), where one was seen last May 8 (LC). A pair 
of Hooded Orioles spent the summer in Las Vegas, 
Nev. (CL); and a nest was found at Sycamore 
Wells, at 4000 ft. in Hidalgo Co., N. Mex. July 2-4
(NA). Bullock's Orioles were still in flocks near 
Phoenix June 7. They departed for the desert to 
eat saguaro blossoms, returning to town July 23 
(ER, JW). Boat-tailed Grackles were seen near 
Las Vegas, Nev. July 5 & 24 (MVM), and at 
Glenwood, N. Mex., July 10 (RF). Com. Grackles 
are also spreading w. into the region: young were 
seen June 22 at Las Vegas, N. Mex. (WH), they 
bred for the third year at Roswell with young 
June 11 (VM); and were sighted with 6-8 in Los 
Alamos in June and July (TKM), July 16 & 30 
in Santa Fe, N. Mex. (PRS); at Los Lunas June
9-27, Isleta July 4, Bernardo July 11, and Bosque 
Refuge Aug. 8 (JD). Bronzed Cowbirds are still 
increasing at Big Bend Park with 8 present all 
summer (RW). A 3 was seen at Parker Dam, San 
Bernardino Co., Calif. June 22 and near Bard 
July 7 (RL, TM, DE). Another new locality for the 
species was near White Signal, Grant Co., N. Mex. 
(DZ).

T a n a g e r s  — W. Tanagers were still moving 
northward as late as June 8 at Silver City (DZ), at 
3700 ft. near Globe June 2 (SH), and June 7 near 
Phoenix (ER). They seemed to leave the northern 
highlands earlier and appeared on the deserts very 
early; to Alamogordo at 4300 ft. by July 19 & 28

(LC), to the Phoenix area by July 23 (ER), to 
Albuquerque and Silver City by July 28 (DD, DZ), 
near Globe on July 31 (BJ), to Corn Creek Aug. 5 
(CL), and they were seen in numbers by Aug. 6 
(PN). A Hepatic Tanager was in the San Mateo 
Mts., Socorro Co., N. Mex. June 13 (BM); with a 
pair in Cochiti Canyon, near Pena Blanca, N. Mex. 
Aug. l (CH). A Summer Tanager was seen near 
Las Vegas, Nev. June 6 & 8 (JM) and July 3 
(MVM). Two 3 3 were at Lemitar July 10 (CH).

F i n c h e s , S p a r r o w s  — Spring’s “invasion” of 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks apparently lasted into 
June. One was seen near Tucson July 12 (PN); a 
3 was seen in the Cedar Crest area June 10 
(RLu) and 30 (BM). Another was in Guadalupe 
Canyon June 29-July 4 (RL, TM, MM, et al.). 
A 3 Indigo Bunting was seen at Dixon June 19 
(JW) and on Sonoita Creek June 30 into July (PN, 
et al.). A pair of Lazuli Buntings was seen near 
Las Vegas, Nev. July 3 & 5 (CL, MVM). Varied 
Buntings were more common than usual on Sonoita 
Creek (PN) with a 3 at Carlsbad Caverns June 10 
(VM) and a pair below Madera Canyon July 16 
(SF). A Painted Bunting was seen again near 
Roswell June 4 (SC). Another exciting find from 
s. of the border was the Yellow Grosbeak, 
Pheucticus chrysopeplus, seen on Sonoita Creek 
from June 8-12, which then reappeared June 28-30. 
It was photographed and its song tape-recorded. 
It was believed that this was not an escape, though 
the possibility always exists (INS, BH, PN, PH, 
mob). i An Evening Grosbeak was seen in Rustler 
Park June 26 (DE, RL). Very rare and practically 
unknown in s.e. Arizona were 2 Pine Grosbeaks 
seen there May 30 (HB), with 1 seen on Mt. 
Lemmon June 19 (PN). First summer record for 
the state was a Lawrence's Goldfinch at Winkleman 
June 9 (PN, IB, BW). Very scarce for summer was 
a Pine Siskin on Mt. Lemmon June 24 (PN, et al.). 
At least 4 Brown-capped Rosy Finches were found 
at timberline on Wheeler Peak June 27 (WH). Red 
Crossbills were fairly common in Rustler Park 
June 24 (BDP), with 2 seen in the Jemez Mts., 
Sandoval Co., N. Mex. July 18 (PRS), and a 
mottled 3 in Globe June 28 (BJ). Lark Buntings 
were returning early: July 25 at Las Vegas, N. 
Mex. (WH) and 30 were near Tucson July 28 
(PN). The Five-striped Sparrow returned to Sonoita 
Creek June 5 (BH) with perhaps 2 pair seen until 
Aug. 8 (PN), although no young were observed 
this year (BH). Cassin’s Sparrows seen on Bitter 
Lake Refuge June 21 may have nested there 
(DLB, JC, VM). Black-throated Sparrows were 
seen this summer at Embudo, N. Mex. (JW). Six 
Black-chinned Sparrows were counted on Mt. 
Charleston July 6 (CL).

C o r r ig e n d a  — The Long-eared Owls found were 
at San Antonito, not at San Antonio, AFN 24:705. 
The Am. Bitterns were on Picacho Res., not 
Jicacho, AB 25:608. The Pintail record at White 
Ledge should be credited to BJ. AB 25:609. The 
56 Buff-breasted Flycatchers in Scotia Canyon 
should have read only 5-6, AFN 24:705. The date
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for the Com. Grackles at Roswell should read 
June 8-26, not 8-16. AFN 24:705. In AB 25:89 the 
date for the Acorn Woodpeckers seen at Toadlena 
was July 21. In AB 25:91 the record of the Red
faced Warbler in the Pinal Mts. should be for 
BJ not BT., and the record of the Five-striped 
Sparrow should be for BH not EH. In the Cor
rigenda, the Broad-billed Hummingbird wintered in 
both Nogales and Phoenix. In Contributors AB 
25:91, Zone Brighton should be Zona Brighton.

C o n t r ib u t o r s — Joan Achille, Nancy Andersen, 
Craig Andrews, Harriette Barker, Irv Black, 
Delbert Boggs, Zona Brighton, Bonnie Burch, 
Scott Burge, Sara Carter, Bill Clark, Larry Clark, 
Allegra Collister, (ACs) Arch Coopers, Jody 
Corrie, Marjory Cromer, Dorothea DeLollis, 
Salome Demaree, Reginald Denham, Bess Dickin
son, John Durrie, (DDS) David DeSante, Dick 
Erickson, Maureen Ellis, Harold Fetter, Ralph 
Fisher, J. P. Fitzsimmons, Steven Forsell, Kim 
Garrett, Douglas Greenberg, Grace Gregg, Allen 
Guenther, Peter Hall, Sallie Harris, Bill Harrison, 
Walton Hawk, Leslie Hawkins, (BHaw) Bill 
Hawthorne, Mrs. C. W. Hicks, Charles Hundert
mark, (WHH) William Hunt, Betty Jackson, 
Shelby King, Charles Lawson, Ron LeValley, 
Burton Lewis, J. David Ligon, Helen Longstreth, 
(RLu) Ruth Luhrs, Tim Manolis, Mary Magoffin, 
(MMc) M. McClintock, Barbara McKnight, (CMc) 
Charles McMoran, Darlene Meyer, Joel Miller, 
Vester Montgomery, M. Vincent Mowbray, 
Timothy and Kyle Mulligan, Alan Nelson, Philip 
Norton, Steve Olson, Benjamin Parmeter, Joan 
Peabody, Eleanor Radke, Roseann Rowlett, 
Stephen Russell, (JLS) James L. Sands, Elmer 
Schooley, Brad Schram, Fletcher Sillick, Steve 
Speich, Richard Stallcup, (JS) John Stroebele, (JNS) 
Jerry and Nancy Strickling, Marjorie Swain, (RLT) 
Ross Teuber, Richard Todd, Roland Wauer, 
Bernard and Frances Weideman, (BW) Bill Weiss, 
Steve West, Ed White, Geth White, (JLW) Janet 
Witzeman, (RAW) Robert Witzeman, Eric Yensen, 
Dale Zimmerman. — PATRICIA R. SNIDER, 
4432-A Alabama, Los Alamos, N. Mex., 87544.

ERRATUM—The record of the Spotted Red
shank reported from Reifel Refuge in May, 1971 
(Am. Birds 25: 791) was apparently an unverified, 
second-hand report, and should be annulled, as an 
erratum.

ALASKA REGION
/Daniel D. Gibson and Stephen 0 .  Macdonald

Weather throughout the summer months was 
described as near normal in most areas. The cold 
late spring provided a migration that lasted until 
mid-June from Adak I. to Barrow.

Some comments should be directed to the 
wealth of recent Aleutian records of birds long 
regarded as accidental in the Region. There have 
been and still are very few observers in the 
Chain. Most of these have worked there on a

seasonal basis, and none has been resident for 
more than a couple of years. In addition, physical 
problems keep the Chain a difficult area to know. 
Most of the islands are of extremely difficult access 
and are seldom visited. But records are accumu
lating with sufficient frequency to make it increas

ingly clear that the status of a number of these 
Asiatics, whether or not it has actually changed in 
recent years, is presently far more regular than 
that of a casual, if not yet demonstrably annual.

Certainly such species as Great Knot and 
Hawfinch must be regarded as casual or accidental, 
but others (e.g. Eur. Widgeon, Tufted Duck—for 
which there are now Aleutian records for every 
month except August—Smew, Wood Sandpiper, 
Black-headed Gull, and Brambling) are uncommon 
to very rare on a probably annual basis and can 
no longer be considered to be wind-drifted strays. 
It will be a long time before an equilibrium is 
reached in the Chain, but these species, if not 
breeders, are nevertheless an integral component 
of the migrant avifauna in the Aleutian Islands.

L o o n s  — An ad. Yellow-billed Loon closely 
observed and sketched at Smith L., College, June 
5 (WDB), provided the first definite record of the 
species in the interior.

S u r f a c e -f e e d in g  D u c k s  —  A pair of Green
winged Teal seen at Deadhorse June 4 (SOM) 
was certainly at the n. limits of the range. Two 
$ $ were noted in the c. Aleutians during the 
summer, both with resident Com. Teal: one at 
Amchitka I. and one at Adak I. Following wide
spread records of the species during the spring 
(many of which have only now come to light), a 
pair of Eur. Widgeon was observed at the w. end 
of Imuruk Basin June 28 (BK & SOM), the first 
record of the species on the Seward Peninsula.
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