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SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Canada Goose

Reports came from 71 counties. The highest of
many triple-digit counts was 240 at Caesar Creck
on 07 July (Rick Asamoto).

Mute Swan

Allen Chartier made a careful count of 65 at
East Harbor on 14 Jun. All but one of the small-
er double-digit counts were also in Ottawa; the
other was in Erie. Twenty-three counties provid-
ed sightings.

Trumpeter Swan

The 02 Jun ONWR monthly census tallied 40
(Ed Pierce et al., fide Douglas Vogus), the highest
of several double-digit counts there. The largest
number seen elsewhere was six, found by Daniel
Hazard at Sandy Ridge Reservation, Lorain, on
17 Jun. Reports also came from Marion, Med:-
na, Muskingum, Portage, Stark, Wayne, and
Wyandot.

Wood Duck

The ONWR monthly census on 02 Jun again
provided the high count, 70 (Ed Pierce et al., fide
Douglas Vogus). The second-highest was 58, in
the Pekin Road marsh, Geauga, on 23 Jul (Dick
Hoopes). Su Snyder noted a single female with
31ducklings at Cinnamon Lake, Ashland, on 07
Jun, and noted that egg dumping is common in
this species. Fifty-five counties had sightings.

Gadwall

Sites in Franklin, Lucas, and Sandusky host-
ed two or three stragglers as late as 04 Jun (m.
obs.). Two landed at Burke Lakefront Airport,
Cuyahoga, on 08 Jul (Jen Brumfield), and Gene
Stauffer found a single bird in Deer Creek SP,
Pickaway, on 30 Jul.

American Wigeon

A few reports came on 0l and 02 Jun from
Franklin, Lucas, and Ottawa. Justin Bosler
noted the last northbound migrants on 03 Jun;
he saw one at Winous Horseshoe and eight in
the CCE. Bob Krajeski and the Lanes saw two
wandering males at Conneaut on 04 Jul.

American Black Duck

The high count was four. Justin Bosler found that
many in CPNWR on 01 Jun, as did Randy Schi-
etzelt at Kelleys Island SP on 27 Jul. Other sight-
ings came from Cuyahoga, Medina, Ottawa,
and Sandusky.

[American Black Duck x Mallard]
Justin Bosler saw one in the CCE on 03 Jun. Another
spent from 13 Jun through the end of the season in
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Woodlawn Cemetery, Lucas (1im Haney et al.).

Mallard

Justin Bosler provided the two highest counts. He
found 200 in Winous Horseshoe on 04 Jun and
500 in ONWR Blausey on 11 Jun. The highest
count away from the northwest marshes was
Dave Slager’s 109 at Darby Creek on 01 Jun. Re-
ports came from 61 counties.

Blue-winged Teal

Christopher Collins noted 40 at Darby Creek
on 14 Jul. The second highest count, 17, was
shared by Dave Slager at Darby on 06 Jun and
Brian Wulker at Fernald on 31 Jul. Dave’s birds
included a female with seven youngsters. Other
breeding reports came from Winous Point on
04 Jun (John Simpson) and Meander Reservoir,
Trumbull, on 19 Jun (Carole Babyak). Sixteen
counties produced sightings.

Northern Shoveler

A couple of stragglers were at Conneaut on 03
and 06 Jun (m. obs.). Darby Creck hosted up to
four (two apparent pairs); sightings were frequent
up to 09 Jun and intermittent from then to 22
June (m. obs.). After a gap of over five weeks,
what might have been different birds were seen
there on 27 Jul (four by Irina Shulgina) and 29
Jul (two by Bama Clark).

Green-winged Teal

Justin Bosler found 16 at Pickerel Creek on 07
Jun, which was also the latest date of “spring”
sightings. The next reports came from ONWR
Blausey, four birds on 14 Jul (m. obs.). Additional
early Jun and late Jul sightings came from Lucas
and Ottawa.

Redhead

One wayward individual spent 27 Jul to 17 Aug
at Fernald (m. obs.). Brian Wulker digiscoped it
several times during that period.

Brian Wulker documented a rare summer Redhead on 29 July at
Fernald Preserve, Hamailton.

Lesser Scaup
Three hung around the CCE through 03 Jun (m.
obs.) One was in Muddy Creek Bay, Ottawa, on



11 Jun (Justin Bosler) and another in East Harbor
on 01 Jul (Jen Brumfield).

Harlequin Duck

One very out-of-season individual was discovered
on the Maumee River at Grand Rapids, Lucas/
Wood, on 09 Jul. Its identity is not doubted but
its origin (wild vs aviary escapee) has been much
discussed. The OBRC has some information.
Hooded Merganser

The only two double-digit counts were of 11 in
the Miami Whitewater CP wetlands, Hamilton,
on 02 Jun (Kirk Westendorf) and of 12 in Willow
Point WA, Erie, on 11 Jul (Justin Bosler). Both
observers noted that most of the birds were im-
matures. Accounts came from 20 other counties
as well.

Common Merganser

Birders reported adults at Conneaut in early
Jun and a female with up to five young there on
several Jul dates. Gary Bush found a family of
seven at the mouth of Wills Creek, Jefferson, on
27 Jun. Single birds were in Woodlawn Ceme-
tery, Lucas, on 18 Jul (Tim Haney) and Tinkers
Creck, Cuyahoga, on 24 July (Ken Andrews,
Ann and Dwight Chasar).

Red-breasted Merganser

Chris Swan found three at Connecaut on 06
Jun; two remained for Craig Holt the next day.
Thomas Olson noted single birds (or the same
bird twice) at Edgewater Park, Cuyahoga, on 30
Jun and 07 Jul.

Ruddy Duck

Sightings decreased in frequency from spring to
16 Jun, then ceased entirely until 07 Jul when Tim
Thompson saw six off Bay View Park, Lucas. The
last of a trickle of Jul reports came from Muddy
Creek Bay, Ottawa, on 21 Jul (Justin Bosler).
Twelve counties contributed sightings.

Northern Bobwhite

Greg and Ted Ossage saw one and heard more
in the East Fork area on 14 Jul. Kurk Dorsey had
noted five at East Fork on 22 Jun. Reports came
from 18 counties.

Ring-necked Pheasant

Darby Creek hosted eight on 17 Jul (Irina Shulgi-

na). Sixteen counties produced sightings.

Ruffed Grouse

The four reports are:

Two in Shawnee on 01 Jun (Dana Bollin)

A hen and three chicks in Harrison SF on 19 Jun
(Scott Pendleton)

One at Holden on 23 Jun (Tom Frankel)

Three at Clendening Lake, Harrison, on 09 Jul
(Scott Pendleton)
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Wild Turkey

The highest of many double-digit counts was
Sean Ricker’s 20 in the Dundee Grasslands,
Tuscarawas, on 07 Jun; the number included
five poults. Reports came from 40 counties.

Common Loon

The first week of Jun produced several reports
and there were a trickle thereafter. Jeft Lough-
man saw four birds at the Findlay Reservoirs on
17 Jun; there were scattered reports from there
and elsewhere until the season’s last of two
birds at the Reservoirs on 10 Jul (Shane My-
ers). Carroll, Delaware, Geauga, Hamilton,
Harrison, Lake, Mahoning, Portage, Sum-
mat, Trumbull, and Warren also contributed
reports.

Pied-billed Grebe

Joe Baldwin’s trip to Big Island on 27 Jun produced
the high count of 18. Lynne Albert and Nic Shayko
found the second-highest number;, 10, at Lorain on
28 Jul. Sixteen counties provided sightings.

Horned Grebe

Sam Corbo was justifiably surprised to find one
in a pond at Huffman Prairie MP, Greene, on 09
Jun; that’s almost three weeks later than the tail
end of their usual northbound migration. The
breeding plumaged individual which showed
up at Conneaut on 27 Jul was even more out of
place — they usually don’t appear here again until
Sep (Bob and Denise Lane).

Western Grebe
One was reported at Headlands in mid-Jun. The
OBRC has information from several observers.

Wood Stork
One was reported in Hamilton and another, three
weceks later, in Lake. The OBRC has some details.

Double-crested Cormorant
About 450 were off Wendy Park on 10 Jul (Justin
Bosler). Forty counties produced reports.

American White Pelican

These visited four locations:

CPNWR: 20 birds on 01 Jun (Justin Bosler)

Charles Mill Lake, Ashland: seven to nine seen
on 13 and 14 Jun (m. obs.)

Ciaesar Creek: one on 08 Jul (Frank Frick)

East Harbor: two on 10 Jul (Justin Bosler)

Amber Hart obtained an impressive image of nine American
White Pelicans at Charles Mill Lake, Ashland, on 13 June.
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Brown Pelican

Jen Brumfield discovered one on the Cleveland wa-
terfront on 24 Jun. It remained well into Dec. Jen
and many others filed reports with the OBRC.

American Bittern

Darby Creek hosted three on 14 Jun (Irina
Shulgina). Irina also found two at Glacier Ridge
MP, Union, later that day. Jim Heflich and Patty
Kellner saw two in Dorset SWA, Ashtabula, on
28 Jul. Reports came from 11 counties.

Least Bittern

Five locations each held two birds; Ron Sempier
noted that those at Big Island on 26 Jul were im-
matures. Twelve counties had sightings.

Great Blue Heron

The two highest counts were 122 and 116 during
the 02 Jun and 07 Jul ONWR censuses (Ed Pierce
et al., fide Douglas Vogus). Elsewhere, Sandy Mor-
rissey found about 100, including many young in
nests, in a Hocking rookery on 02 Jun. About
the same number were hunting Big Island on 26
Jul (Ron Sempier). Seventy-six counties produced
Teports.

Great Egret

The 02 Jun and 07 Jul ONWR censuses again
provided the two highest counts; 177 and 128
respectively (Ed Pierce et al., fide Douglas Vogus).
The highest count away from Lake Erie was Jeff
Pontius’s 40 in Campbell Memorial Park, Frank-
lin, on 24 Jul. Thirty-four counties produced
sightings.

Snowy Egret

The high count was 15; Andrew and Kevin Gin
found them along Bodi Road, Ottawa, on 21
Jul. Justin Bosler had seen 12 there on 15 Jul and
he also found 12 at ONWR Blausey on 09 Jul.
The only sightings well inland were single birds
in Englewood on 03 Jun (Bev and Ed Neubauer)
and Ellis Lake, Butler, on 10 Jul (Christopher
Collins). Erie, Lucas, and Sandusky also host-
ed birds.

—— o e —
The mudflats of the Crane Creek Estuary, Lucas|Ottawa,
were productive for Ron Sempier; who photographed this lovely
Snowy Egret on 21 July.
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Cattle Egret

The three reports, all of single birds, are:

At the corner of Route 2 and Russell Road, O¢-
tawa, on 01 Jul (Brett Moyer)

On the breakwall off Wendy Park on 22 Jul (Jen
Brumfield)

Along Cedar Point Drive, Erie, on 27 Jul (Chris
Pierce)

Green Heron

Tom Frankel and Chris Zacharias each found
seven. Tom’s were along the Wake Robin Trail,
Lake, on 27 Jul, and Chris’s in Wright Marsh,
Wayne, on 30 Jul. Fifty-four counties provided
reports.

Black-crowned Night-Heron

The high count was 21, which the members of
Ed Pierce’s ONWR census team noted on 07 Jul
(fide Douglas Vogus). The next-highest was Justin
Bosler’s nine at Winous Point on 08 Jun. All of
the inland sightings were of single birds. Thir-
teen counties contributed reports.

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron

The long-time Preston Avenue, Columbus, nest-
ing location produced fairly regular sightings
until 05 Jul. For the first time in many years no
young were seen; all the sightings were of one
adult. Sightings in Wolfe Park, just west of Pres-
ton Avenue, continued until 07 Jul. The park
includes a stretch of Alum Creek (the creek it-
self, not the reservoir) which is a hunting ground
for the Preston Avenue birds. Jennifer Inboden
found one in Hocking, an unusual location, on
23 Jun. Katie Lambert noted another in a ceme-
tery on Mills Creek, Delaware, on 31 Jul.

Plegadis Ibis sp.
One was reported in Ottawa; the OBRC has

some details.

Black Vulture

Hallie Mason found 41 on 22 Jun at The Ridg-
es, an Ohio University property in Athens. Joe
Baldwin made the second-highest count, 18 in
Paint Creek SP, Highland, on 12 Jul. Reports
came from the 21 counties shown in the map on
page 150.

Turkey Vulture

The Glen Willow landfill, Cuyahoga, hosted 75
on 23 Jun (Jen Brumfield). Seventy-six counties
produced sightings.

Osprey

The north end of Alum Creek Reservoir, Dela-
ware, has had productive nesting platforms for
many years. Amy and Kevin O’Neil counted four
adults and five immatures using two of them on
07 Jul. Thirty-one counties had sightings.



Mississippi Kite

The OBRC has reports, some of them woeful-
ly thin on detail, from Hamilton, Lake, and
Trumbull.

Cory Chiappone spotted a Mississppi Kite as it cireled the lake
at Holden Arboretum, Lake, on 04 July, obtaining great docu-
mentation photos when it perched on a snag

Northern Harrier

There were scattered reports, from 11 counties,
throughout the season. All were of single birds
except for two at The Bowl on 28 Jul (Scott
Pendleton).

Sharp-shinned Hawk

The high count was two; it was shared by Scott
Pendleton and Dick Hoopes. Scott’s were an
adult and juvenile at Clendening Lake, Harri-
son, on 09 Jul. Dick’s were at Lake in the Woods,
Geauga, on 30 Jul. Reports came from 13 other
counties as well.

Cooper’s Hawk

Erin Hoppe counted five in her Franklin neigh-
borhood on 01 Jun. Forty-six counties produced
sightings.

Bob Lane managed to obtain this_fascinating photo of a Turkey
Vulture nestling on 19 July in Columbiana despite the strong
odor of 1ls defensive regurgitation.
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Bald Eagle

Eagles, especially immature birds, congregate on
the Conneaut breakwall. The highest of many
substantial counts there was 45 on 05 Jul (Jeff
Harvey). The highest elsewhere was 13, achieved
during the 02 Jun ONWR census (Ed Pierce et
al., fide Douglas Vogus). Thirty-nine counties pro-
vided reports.

Red-shouldered Hawk

Locations in Cuyahoga (1), Richland (1), and
Summit (2) each contributed counts of three
birds. Reports came from 32 counties.

Broad-winged Hawk

Tim Durrell found a nest with three juveniles
near Forty Acre Pond, Auglaize, on 02 Jul.
About 10 reports were of two birds. Twenty-six
counties had sightings.

Red-tailed Hawk

Our own “roadside” hawk was recorded in 64
counties. Steve Jones counted six while kayaking
seven miles of the Scioto River in Hardin.
King Rail

Justin Bosler found three in Winous Horseshoe
on 03 Jun and four there the next day.

Virginia Rail

Scott Pendleton found two at The Bowl, Har-
rison, on 19 Jun, as did Chris Zacharias in the
Honda Wetlands, Union, on 06 Jul. Reports
of single birds came from those counties and
Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Franklin, Lorain, Ma-
honing, Richland, Summait, and Trumbull.

Sora

The high count was Justin Bosler’s four in
ONWR Blausey on 30 Jul. Seventeen counties
produced sightings.

Common Gallinule

Su Snyder contributed the high count of 36,
consisting of families along Cemetery Road near
Killbuck WA, Holmes, on 13 Jul The two other
double-digit counts were on 26 Jul; they were of
13 by Jen Brumfield et al. at Metzger and 12 by
Ron Sempier at Big Island. Eleven counties had
sightings.

American Coot

Big Island hosted the high count of 34 on 27 Jun
(Joe Baldwin). Concentrations at Lorain were the
only double-digit counts. Thirteen counties con-
tributed reports.

Sandhill Crane

These were seen throughout the period but there
were often gaps of up to five days between sight-
ings until mid-Jul, after which reports came al-
most daily. All of the double-digit reports were by
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Helen and Ken Ostermiller from Funk Bottoms
or the adjoining Wilderness Road; the highest
number was 30 on 26 Jul. The highest count
elsewhere was Charles Bombaci’s nine adults by
the Old 3 C Highway in Delaware on 25 Jul.
Reports came from 14 counties of which Picka-
way is the southernmost.

American Avocet

Six locations provided sightings:

CPNWR, one late “spring” migrant on 01 Jun
(Justin Bosler)

Conneaut, up to six between 07 and 26 Jul, the
first southbound birds (m. obs.)

Mosquito Lake SP, Trumbull, 11 on 09 Jul (Ar-
thur Foreman, Sr.)

Lorain, one on 15 Jul (BRAS)

Burke, one on 21 Jul (Jen Brumfield)

Newtown Gravel Pits, Hamilton, three on 27 Jul
(Brian Wulker)

) 3 :
Beachgoers seemed unaware as they passed within feet of this
stunning American Avocet at Conneaut, Ashtabula, while Bob

Lane took the opportunity for a close-up on 26 July.

Black-bellied Plover

Justin Bosler found a single northbound straggler
at ONWR Blausey on 11 Jun for that month’s
only sighting. Jay and Judy Wilbur saw three at
Geneva SP, Ashtabula, on 13 Jul, the first and
only southbound birds of the season.

Semipalmated Plover

Craig Holt and Chris Swan separately report-
ed two at Conneaut on 07 Jun, the second-last
“spring” sighting. The last was on 14 Jun, when
Jeff Pontius found one bird at Darby Creek. Jen
Brumfield saw the first southbound bird touch
down at Burke on 06 Jul. The high count was
42 by Dave Slager at Darby Creek on 01 Jun.
Reports came from 11 counties.

Killdeer

Our resident plover was seen in 69 counties. Jus-
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tin Bosler made a “conservative count” of 125
at the Lemon and Bodi Roads intersection, Ot-
tawa, on 15 Jul. He also contributed the second
highest count, 95 birds on West Schiller Road,
Ottawa, on 29 Jul.

Spotted Sandpiper

Six miles by boat along the Cleveland water-
front and breakwalls on 15 Jul yielded 53 for Jen
Brumfield. The next highest count was 24, by
Shane Myers at the Findlay Reservoirs on 28 Jul.
Forty-three counties contributed sightings.
Solitary Sandpiper

Members of a Western Cuyahoga Audubon
field trip to Puritas Wetlands, Cuyahoga, on 08
Jun saw the last northbound straggler. The first
southbound sighting was of two birds in Mar-
garet Peak Preserve, Lorain, on 25 Jun (Wes
Hatch). They started a trickle which expanded
after the first week of Jul and yielded a high
count of 16 at Fernald on 16 Jul (Brian Wulker).
Nineteen counties provided reports.

Greater Yellowlegs

Justin Bosler noted a latish northbound bird in
ONWR Blausey on 11 Jun. Justin also made the
high count, 12 at the Lemon and Bodi Roads in-
tersection, Ottawa, on 15 Jul. Jen Brumfield saw
the first of “fall” at Burke on 07 Jul, after which
sightings came steadily through the end of the
season. Ashtabula, Franklin, Hamilton, Lo-
rain, Lucas, Richland, and Wayne also con-
tributed sightings.

Willet

One spent 16 and 17 Jun on the Wendy Park
breakwall (m. obs.); it was the only Willet seen
that month. Two at Conneaut on 04 Jul began
the southbound sightings (Bob Krajeski and the
Lanes). The high count was cight, at Headlands
on 31 Jul (fide Jerry Talkington). Additional re-
ports came from other Cuyahoga locations and
single sites in Clermont, Delaware, Franklin,
Lorain, and Ottawa.

Chuck Slusarczyk, Jr. caught this Willet in a perfect pose on the
Cleveland lakefront on 15 July.



Lesser Yellowlegs

ONWR Blausey again hosted the last north-
bound bird, one on 11 Jun (Justin Bosler). The
first southbound report was from East Harbor on
01 Jul (Jen Brumfield). The Ostermillers estimat-
ed 90 at ONWR on 14 Jul for the high count.
The inland high was 47 in a flooded Hancock
field on 20 Jul (Shane Myers). Nineteen counties
provided reports.

Upland Sandpiper

Scott Pendleton found seven pairs in his Harrison
travels. Fourteen birds (adults and juveniles) in one
location near the airport on 23 Jun was his (and the
season’s) high count. Airports in Clark, Franklin,
and Richland apparently also provided nest sites.
Justin Bosler noted the first fall migrant near the
Bait Barn on Route 2, Ottawa, on 17 Jul.

Whimbrel

The four reports are:

One by Corduroy Road, Lucas, on 21 July (m.
obs.)

Two at Wendy Park on 24 Jul (Jen Brumfield)

Two (m. obs.) and a later-arriving third (the
Lanes) at Conneaut on 27 Jul

One at Burke on 27 Jul (Jen Brumfield)

- g

A visit to Conneaut, Ashtabula, in a heavy downpour did not
go unrewarded for Bob Lane, who enjoyed photographing this
pair of Whimbrels on 27 July.

Marbled Godwit

Donald Morse, Jr., found one at East Fork on 06
Jul for a rare southern sighting. Wes Hatch saw
another at Conneaut on 20 Jul.

Ruddy Turnstone

Kathleen Clink reported the last definitely
northbound bird from ONWR on 02 Jun. The
Lanes made the first definite fall sighting, one
at Conneaut on 22 Jul. Chuck Slusarczyk, Jr.,
found one at Conneaut on 23 Jun; was it head-
ing north or south? Conneaut also produced the
high count, seven on 27 Jul (Bob Krajeski). Sites
in Cuyahoga and Franklin also had sightings.

Red Knot
Potter’s Pond in CPNWR held one on 01 Jun
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(Justin Bosler). An early southbound bird spent
only a couple of hours on the beach at Alum
Creek on 04 Jul (Amy and Kevin O’Neil).

Stilt Sandpiper

Sightings began with Jen Brumfield’s two birds
at Burke on 14 Jul and were steady thereafter,
though scattered. Justin Bosler provided the two
high counts of 10, from the Ottawa section of
ONWR on 17 Jul and East Harbor on 19 Jul.
The second-highest count came from Fernald,
six birds on 31 Jul (Brian Wulker). Erie, Frank-
lin, and Sandusky also contributed reports.

Sanderling

Arthur Foreman, Sr., probably thought his sight-
ing of one at Mosquito Lake, Trumbull, on 03
Jun would be the season’s last. However, Dana
Bollin found one on the Camp Perry beach, Ot-
tawa, on 14 Jun. Jen Brumfield and Chuck Slu-
sarczyk found the first two southbound birds on
a breakwall off downtown Cleveland on 15 Jul.
Conneaut hosted 38 on 29 Jul, the highest of sev-
eral double-digit counts there (Sally Isacco). The
largest number elsewhere was 14 at Camp Perry
on 22 Jul (m. obs.) and the only other inland site
was Campbell Memorial Park, Franklin, where
the high count was three on 27 Jul (Paul Hurta-
do). Lake, Lorain, and Lucas also had sightings.

Arthur P Foreman Sr. documented this Sanderling at Mosquito
Lake, Trumbull, on 03 June, a rare sighting for the date.

Dunlin

All of the sightings were in Lucas, Ottawa, and
Sandusky, and all were in Jun. The latest was
of 11 birds at Pickerel Creek on 07 Jun (Justin
Bosler) and the high count was 40, during the 02
Jun ONWR census (Ed Pierce et al., fide Douglas
Vogus).

Baird’s Sandpiper

Four sharp-eyed birders found one amid the
Least Sandpipers at Lost Bridge on 27 Jul.

Least Sandpiper
Chuck Slusarczyk, Jr., found one at Conneaut on
23 Jun; like the Ruddy Turnstone there the same
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day, we don’t know if it was traveling north or
south. One at Frohring Meadows, Geauga, on
13 Jun was surely heading for the Arctic (Dick
Hoopes). Two at Conneaut on 04 Jul were bound
for the Atlantic or Gulf coast, or further beyond
(the Lanes). Jen Brumfield’s 67 at Burke on 18 Jul
just edged Brian Wulker’s 65 at Lost Bridge on
21 Jul for high count honors. Were they were the
same flock? Fifteen counties produced reports.

White-rumped Sandpiper

All of the sightings were of birds heading north;
the latest were three at Conneaut on 10 Jun
(Chris Swan). Two dates at Darby Creek and one
at Winous Horseshoe shared the high count of
five. Reports also came from Darke, Hamilton,
and Hancock.

Pectoral Sandpiper

Jeft Pontius and Irina Shulgina saw singles in
different parts of Darby Creek on 03 Jun. That
same day Justin Bosler saw four at the corner of
Bodi and Lemon Roads, Ottawa, and a half hour
later made the season’s high count of 15 along
Benton-Carroll Road, also in O#tawa. The next
sightings were on 15 Jul as fall migration began.
On that day Deb Teft ¢t al. found six on Howard
Road, Lucas. The inland high count was 13 on
21 Jul, shared by Brian Wulker at Lost Bridge
and Shane Myers in Eagle Township, Hancock.
Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Darke, Licking, Mari-
on, and Wayne also contributed sightings.

Semipalmated Sandpiper

Justin Bosler saw the last one of spring at ONWR
Blausey on 11 Jun. The first of fall showed up
at Alum Creek on 05 Jul (Joe Hammond). Dave
Slager said he “counted with care” to report 120
at Darby Creek on 01 Jun. The most elsewhere
was 55, which Justin Bosler found along West
Schiller Road, Ottawa, on 24 Jul. Reports came
from 16 counties.

Western Sandpiper
The single report was on such an unusual date

that I forwarded it to the OBRC.

Short-billed Dowitcher

Sightings began on 04 Jul when Bob Krajeski
and the Lanes found one bird at Conneaut. A
wet field on West Schiller Road, Ottawa, host-
ed a remarkable 90 on 22 Jul for Tom Bartlett
et al. The inland high was eight; Gary Cowell
and Jason Hull saw them in a Monroe feed lot
on 27 Jul. Reports also came from Crawford,
Cuyahoga, Erie, Franklin, Hamilton, Han-
cock, Lorain, Lucas, and Sandusky.

Wilson’s Snipe
The few reports were of single birds and were
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scattered fairly evenly throughout the season.
Two locations in Harrison and one each in
Franklin, Hamilton, Hancock, Muskingum,
Ottawa, and Summit produced the reports.

American Woodcock

This species produced about twice as many re-
ports as did Wilson’s Snipe, with a correspond-
ingly longer list of 16 counties contributing. The
high count was five; Lisa Miller found them at
the Lazy Days Fishing Lake, Brown, on 02 Jun.
Several observers found four.

Wilson’s Phalarope
Kenn Kaufman found an immature bird along
Bodi Road, Ottawa, on 16 Jul.

Bonaparte’s Gull

Every county which borders Lake Erie (ex-
cept, ironically, Erie) plus Ashland, Auglaize,
Hancock, and Richland produced sightings.
The high count was 100 at East Harbor on
18 Jul (Justin Bosler). The inland high was two
at Charles Mill Lake Park, Ashland, on 27 Jul
(Gary Cowell).

Little Gull

Sightings at Conneaut on 01, 02, 06, and 16 Jun
were probably of the same bird (m. obs.).

Laughing Gull

One almost paralleled the Little Gull at Con-
neaut with sightings on 01, 03, and 10 Jun (m.
obs.). The same or another spent 13 to 18 Jun
at Headlands (m. obs.). One at Conneaut on 11
Jul was probably a new arrival (Daniel Parsons).
Many mid-state birders got to see one or two at

Alum Creck on 07 and 08 Jul.

Ron Sempier had this Laughing Gull in sharp _focus at the Alum
Creek SP beach, Delaware, on 08 July.

Franklin’s Gull
One spent from 14 to 18 Jun at Headlands (m.
obs.).

Ring-billed Gull
The high count was 4500, noted by Jen Brum-
field off Wendy Park on 25 Jun. The inland high



was 100, by Irina Shulgina at Alum Creek on 14
Jul. Reports came from 35 counties.

Herring Gull

The largest of three four-digit concentrations

(1800 birds), all in Cuyahoga, was off Wen-

dy Park on 16 Jun (Jen Brumfield). The larg-

est inland group was of 65 at the Mercer end
of Grand Lake St. Marys on 07 Jun (Regina

Schieltz). Twenty-two counties had sightings.

Lesser Black-backed Gull

This year produced the most summer sightings

since record-breaking 2009. They are:

One at CPNWR on 01 Jun (Justin Bosler)

Two at Conneaut on 07 Jun (Craig Holt)

One at Wendy Park on 16 Jun, 22 Jul, and 28
Jul (Probably at least two different birds; Jen
Brumfield)

One at Burke on 21 Jul (Probably the 22 Jul Wen-
dy Park bird; Jen Brumfield)

One at Conneaut on 20 and 28 Jul (Bob Krajeski

and m. obs. respectively)

Glaucous Gull

Jen Brumfield discovered this late spring/sum-
mer rarity off Edgewater Park, Cuyahoga, on 29
May; she refound what we assume was the same
bird oft Wendy Park on 25 Jun. It was seen every
few days there and at other Cleveland lakefront
sites until 11 Aug.

Great Black-backed Gull

The sightings were:

One or two at Conneaut during the whole season
(m. obs.)

One at various Cleveland lakefront sites from 24
Jun to 10 Jul (m. obs.)

One unusually far inland at Alum Creck on 08
Jul (Irina Shulgina)

One at the Eastlake power plant, Lake, on 25 Jul
(Tom Kaczynski)

Least Tern
The OBRC has reports from Delaware and
Hamilton.

Caspian Tern

Sightings were spotty in Jun and fairly regular
in Jul. Justin Bosler found 140 at East Harbor
on 18 Jul. The highest inland count was 19 at
Clear Fork Reservoir on 28 Jul; the flock roamed
and was seen at both the Morrow and Rich-
land ends (m. obs.). Nineteen counties produced
reports.

Black Tern

Shane Myers and Jeff Loughman found two at
the Findlay Reservoirs on 03 Jun. Brian Wulk-
er saw five at Lost Bridge on 27 Jul. Single birds
were reported at two locations in each of Frank-
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lin and Wayne and one location in each of
Geauga, Paulding, and Richland.

Common Tern

These were present all season but sightings were
scarce during the second half of Jun. Jen Brum-
field made the high count of 112, at Metzger on
26 Jul. Inland reports were of two birds at the
Findlay Reservoirs on 02 Jul (Jeff Loughman),
one at the Richland end of Clear Fork Res-
ervoir on 24 Jul (Gary Cowell), and two at At-
wood Lake, Carroll, on 31 Jul (fide The Bobolink).
Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Erie, and Ottawa also
contributed reports.

Forster’s Tern

All reports but one were from Ashtabula, Lu-
cas, and Ottawa; the high count was 35 at
Maumee Bay SP (Irina Shulgina). John Habig
discovered one on the short Warren stretch of
the Great Miami River on 01 Jun.

Rock Pigeon

Stephanie Malinich provided the highest count,
75 birds at OSW Waterman Farm, Franklin, on
11 Jun. Reports came from 50 counties.

Eurasian Collared-Dove

Reports went to the OBRC from Clark, Clin-
ton, Richland, Wayne, and Wyandot.
White-winged Dove

The OBRC has a report from Tuscarawas.

Mourning Dove

These were “all over the utility wires” at Fernald
on 17 Jul; Brian Wulker counted 250 of them.
His was the only number exceeding 70. Eighty
counties had sightings.

bell Lakes Preserve, Hamilton, on 02 June.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo

Justin Bosler found 13 in OOPMP on 09 Jun.
The second-highest number was seven; Charles
Bombaci saw or heard them along the northeast
shore of Hoover Reservoir. Rob Harlan wrote
that one “...began singing at about 1 AM 7/2 in
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Columbia Woods Pk., Norton [Summit]|. This
apparently instigated a Cardinal to start singing
as well.” Forty-six counties produced reports.

Black-billed Cuckoo

The high count of two was shared. Brad Good-
ner found them in Eagle Creek SNP, Portage,
on 12 Jun and Richard Kidwell found his along
Township Road 207, Hancock. Eighteen coun-
ties yielded sightings.

Barn Owl

A separate summary of Tom Henry’s banding
activities follows the Species Accounts. A few re-
ports by other observers came from Holmes and
Tuscarawas. These two counties, plus Coshoc-
ton, Knox, and Wayne, are where Tom band-
ed this year. Elsewhere, Jim Fry reported one
in Franklin on 01 Jun and Jonathan Grainger
another in the Edge of Appalachia Preserve, Ad-
ams, on 30 Jun.

Eastern Screech-Owl

Reuben S. Erb hosted a family group of seven
in his Holmes yard for much of the season.
Liz McQuaid found a nest with three young-
sters attended by both adults in Rocky River,
Cuyahoga, on 29 Jun. Jen Brumfield noted four
birds in West Creek Reservation, Cuyahoga, on
24 Jul. The remaining reports, from 14 counties
in total, were of single birds.

Great Horned Owl

Justin Bosler found two in each of CPNWR (on
01 Jun) and Winous Point (on 08 Jun). The other
reports were of single birds. Eighteen counties
produced sightings.

Barred Owl

The Narrows Reserve, Greene, hosted four on
18 Jul (Christopher Collins). A couple of loca-
tions sported nests with three young. Reports
came from 27 counties.

Common Nighthawk

Tom Fishburn reported that he regularly saw
one in his Berea, Cuyahoga, neighborhood all
summer. The Dunakins noted that old flat-roofed
buildings in Paulding were still attractive to
nighthawks. The high count was nine, from Sal-
way Park, Hamilton, on 23 Jun (William Hull).
Twenty-three counties provided reports.

Chuck-will’s-widow

All of the reports came from the Edge of Ap-
palachia Preserve, Adams, in Jun. Up to three
birds were heard. The only specific location not-
ed was the Preserve’s Eulett Center; it’s on Wag-
oner Riffle Road and there’s a nice pullout by the
Center entrance.
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Eastern Whip-poor-will

Matt Anderson experienced “a perfect morning
for listening” on 15 Jun in OOPMP; he heard
15 calling during his breeding bird survey. Kevin
Gin heard 12 there on 20 Jul. Sally Isacco saw
three and heard another eight along Odle Creek
Road in Shawnee on 14 Jun. The other report
from those counties and Adams, Harrison,
Hocking, Summit, Vinton, and Washington
were of up to three birds.

Chimney Swift

Jen Brumfield estimated 800 were working Burke

on 14 Jul. Ann and Dwight Chasar noted about
475 over Bedford Heights, Cuyahoga, on 21 Jul.
Sixty-three counties produced sightings.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird

Allen Chartier banded 33 and saw another 24
during a long day at Lake Hope SP, Vinton, on
13 Jul. The highest number not at a banding
station was 15 at feeders on the grounds of Old
Camp Logan, Jefferson, on 26 Jun (Mary Ellen
Newport). Reports came from 63 counties.

Belted Kingfisher

Tyler Ficker discovered 10 while boating East
Fork Lake on 08 Jul. The Lanes noted two at a
Conneaut burrow on 04 Jul. Matt Anderson re-
ported on 09 Jun that he “found a nest in the
Maumee State Forest [Fulton/Lucas]| today in
a dirt pile quite a distance from any water; the
male was chattering noisily nearby with a bright
reddish-orange goldfish in its billl” Fifty-seven
counties provided reports.

Red-headed Woodpecker

Two miles of East Fork Lake shoreline yielded
25 on 07 Jul for Tyler Ficker; he said there were
several in every cove. Tim Haney found 22 in
OOPMP on 03 Jun. Fifty-six counties produced
reports.

Red-bellied Woodpecker

Shannon Thompson wandered a friend’s large
property in Warren on 09 Jun and came up with
21. Justin Bosler noted 13 in OOPMP the same
day, and there were several reports of 10 birds.
Seventy-three counties had sightings.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Cleveland Museum of Natural History Natural
Areas staff (CMNH-NAS) found two or three on
several Jun dates in the Museum’s Kightlinger
property, Ashtabula, where they’ve bred for
years. Martha Happ noted what could have been
a breeder near Chardon, Geauga, on 09 Jun.
Scott Huge saw two on 21 Jun and one on 26 Jul
in his Portage yard; that’s outside their known
Ohio breeding zone but not by much.



Downy Woodpecker

No doubt these are everywhere, but only 71
counties provided reports. Charles Bombaci
counted 11 on each of 03 Jun in Sharon Woods
MP, Franklin, and 25 Jul in Hoover NP’s Area
N. Several reports included 10 birds.

Hairy Woodpecker

The high count was six; Dave Slager found them
in Darby Creek on 14 Jun. Fifty-six counties pro-
duced sightings.

Northern Flicker

OOPMP hosted 20 on 03 Jun (Tim Haney). Sev-
enty-five counties had sightings.

Pileated Woodpecker

Noel Cutright noted five along his BBS route
in Pike on 08 Jun. Gregory Bennett found the
same number in Bath NP, Summit, on 23 Jun.
Fifty-two counties provided reports.

American Kestrel

All of the counts of four or more were in late Jul;
the highest was six at Burke on 27 Jul (Jen Brum-
field). Regina Schieltz reported from Darke that
a pair fledged three young in a box she intend-
ed for screech-owl use. Fifty-five counties had
sightings.

Peregrine Falcon

The University of Toledo bell tower pair fledged
two young; those four were the highest count of
the season (Tim Thompson). More reports came
from additional Lucas sites and Cuyahoga,
Erie, Franklin, Hamailton, Lake, Lorain, Ot-
tawa, Summit, and Wood.

Olive-sided Flycatcher

The three reports are:

One on 02 Jun in his Lake yard (Haans
Petruschke)

One on 05 Jun in Zaleski SE Vinton (Bruce
Simpson)

One “continuing a string of late migrants” on 08
Jun near Alum Creck Reservoir (Rob Thorn)

Western Wood-Pewee
A tentative identification report from Hocking
was forwarded to the OBRC. If accepted, it

would be a state first.

Eastern Wood-Pewee

The highest of many double-digit counts was
20, which Andy Jones reported while kayaking
10 miles of the upper Cuyahoga River in Geau-
ga on 02 Jun. The other reports came from 72
counties.

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher

The five reports are:

Two in Clifton Gorge SNP, Greene, on 01 Jun
(Amanda Wolski)
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Two in Peterson Park, Greene, also on 01 Jun
(Amanda Wolski)

One in Sharon Woods MP, Franklin, on 03 Jun
(Charles Bombaci)

One in Erie Street Cemetery, Cuyahoga, on also
03 Jun (Terri Martincic)

One at Headlands, a straggler on 12 Jun (Jerry
Talkington et al.)

Acadian Flycatcher

Craig Moore birded four miles of trails in the
Hocking section of Clear Creek on 09 Jun and
counted 18; about 50 were scattered throughout
the full park that day (Rob Thorn). Reports of 16
came from three other sites. Fifty-seven counties
produced sightings.

Alder Flycatcher

The high count of six was shared. Tim Krynak
found them in North Chagrin Reservation,
Lake, on 02 Jun. The CMNH-NAS saw and
heard theirs in Crosscaven Farm, Geauga, on 17
Jun. Reports came from 24 counties.

Willow Flycatcher

Winous Point hosted 15 on 08 Jun (Justin Bos-
ler). Eleven graced the private Olson Preserve,
Summit, on 12 Jun (Laura Gooch and Thomas
Olson) and also the Darby Bend area of Prairie
Oaks MP, Franklin, on 28 Jul (Bryan Sharp).
Fifty counties provided reports.

“Traill’s” (Alder/Willow) Flycatcher

Late in the season, when many Alder and Willow
flycatchers have gone silent, several cautious bird-
ers recorded their sightings as this superspecies.

Least Flycatcher

Most of the reports, from 17 counties, were in
Jun; the few Jul reports were concentrated to-
wards the end of the month. Andy Jones’ Geau-
ga kayak trip (see Eastern Wood-Pewee) pro-
duced eight. The second highest count was Tim

Haney’s four in OOPMP on 03 Jun.

Eastern Phoebe

Charles Bombaci counted 12 in Hoover NP on
09 Jun and again while boating the northeast
shore of Hoover Reservoir on 30 Jun; there may
be some overlap. Inga Schmidt provided the sec-
ond-highest count, eight at two nests on Chagrin
River Road, Geauga, on 05 Jun. Reports came
from 66 counties.

Great Crested Flycatcher

Charles Bombaci and Hoover NP again provided
the high count, 23 on 09 Jun. Justin Bosler found
14 in OOPMP on 09 Jun for the second-highest
number. Sixty-three counties produced reports.

Ash-throated Flycatcher
The OBRC has a report of an anomalous My-
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warchus flycatcher, tentatively identified as this spe-
cies, from Lake.

Eastern Kingbird

Both the 02 Jun and 07 Jul ONWR censuses
produced 42 (Ed Pierce et al., fide Douglas Vo-
gus). The highest count elsewhere, 20, was along
Hoover Reservoir’s northeast shore on 30 Jun
(Charles Bombaci). Sixty-eight counties provided
sightings.

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher

One report from Hancock went to the OBRC.
White-eyed Vireo

Noel Cutright’s BBS route in Pike produced
eight on 08 Jun. Reports came from 52 counties.

Bell’s Vireo

Observers found one or two along the Heritage
Trail, Franklin, through 20 Jul. Tom Kemp saw
and heard one on 20 Jun and two on 14 Jul in
North Baltimore, Wood; he noted that his three
previous sightings in that county were within a
half-mile of the location.

Yellow-throated Vireo

Andy Jones found 10 along the Upper Cuyahoga
River on 02 Jun (see Eastern Wood-Pewee). The
01 Jun CVNP census produced seven (Douglas
Vogus ¢t al.). Fifty-one counties had sightings.

Blue-headed Vireo

Sightings decreased through Jun and to the mid-
dle of Jul, then ceased altogether until 28 Jul. The
high count was three, by Sandra Griffiths in the
Virginia Kendall area of CVNP on 01 Jul. Ash-
land, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Hocking, Lake, Lo-
rain, Lucas, Scioto, and Trumbull also contrib-
uted reports; many were of two birds.

Warbling Vireo

The several counts in the 10 to 20 range were topped
twice. Ed Pierce’s ONWR census team found 24 on
02 Jun (fide Douglas Vogus) and Charles Bombaci
noted the same number in Hoover NP on 09 Jun.
Fifty-three counties had sightings.

Red-eyed Vireo

Noel Cutright found 40 on 08 Jun along his Ptke
BBS route. Two observers counted 20, Andy Jones
along the upper Cuyahoga River on 02 Jun (see
Eastern Wood-Pewee) and Justin Bosler in OOP-
MP on 09 Jun. Reports came from 71 counties.
Blue Jay

About 35 visited or passed Carl Hansen’s Frank-
lin home on 29 Jul—was it early migration mass-
ing? Charles Bombaci found 25 in Hoover NP on
09 Jun. Sixty-four counties provided reports.

American Crow
Hallie Mason counted 107 along seven miles
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of the Holmes Rail-to-Trail on 28 Jul. The
second-highest count was 60 near Loudonville,
Ashland, on 20 Jul (Steven L. Hochstetler). Sev-
enty-five counties had sightings.

Fish Crow
The OBRC has several reports from sites in
Cuyahoga.

Common Raven
The OBRC has reports of continuing sightings
in Knox.

Horned Lark

A visit to The Wilds and vicinity, Muskingum,
on 03 Jun netted 35 for Paul Krusling. Observ-
ers in Franklin, Lorain, and Wood each noted
about 20. Thirty-nine counties produced reports.

Northern Rough-winged Swallow

Jen Brumfield marked the beginning of migra-
tion with a count of 65 at Burke on 07 Jul. Sixty
counties provided reports.

Purple Martin

Participants in a BRAS field trip counted 176
(35 pairs and 106 nestlings) at the Lakeview
Park, Lorain, nest gourds on 30 Jun. Two other
counts, both of 150, exceeded 75. Justin Bosler
saw them at Winous Point on 17 Jul and Scott
Pendleton saw his at The Bowl on 28 Jul. Reports
came from 55 counties.

Tree Swallow

The Hoover Reservoir northeast shore on 03
Jun (Charles Bombaci) and Big Island on 27 Jul
(Ron Sempier) each hosted about 200. Jul also
produced many counts in the 100 to 150 range.
Sixty-nine counties had sightings.

L
Amber Hart captured a sweet image of Tree Swallow nestlings
on 12 June at Foundation Park, Knox.

Bank Swallow

Justin Bosler found two migration aggregates at
Pickerel Creek on 16 Jul; they totaled about 3500
birds. The second-highest count was 350, along
Wilderness Road, Wayne, on 28 Jul (the Oster-
millers). Forty-four counties yielded sightings.

Barn Swallow
Jen Brumfield estimated 1000 at Burke on 14 Jul
and many three-digit counts also came from there.



The highest number elsewhere was 120, at Charles
Mill Lake Park, Ashland, on 27 Jul (Gary Cowell).
Sixty-six counties produced reports.

Cliff Swallow

Dennis Kline counted 583 active nests at a farm
south of Holmesville, Holmes, on 26 Jun. A col-
ony at Twin Bridges, Franklin, hosted 215 on 23
Jun (Charles Bombaci). Charles also made the only
other three-digit count, 115 at Hoover NP Area Q
on 23 Jun. Reports came from 39 counties.

Carolina Chickadee

Charles Bombaci’s field time in Hoover NP paid
off on 09 Jun when he found 30 of these sprites.
Fifty-two counties had sightings.

Black-capped Chickadee

Justin Bosler almost tied Charles Bombaci’s Car-
olina Chickadee number with 28 Black-cappeds
in OOPMP, also on 09 Jun. Twenty-five counties
produced reports.

Tufted Titmouse
Holden hosted 26 on 30 Jun (Tom Frankel). Six-
ty-nine counties provided reports.

Red-breasted Nuthatch

The Chasars saw four in Wood Hollow MP,
Summit, on 19 Jun. Most of the remaining
reports were of single birds but there were also
a few of two or three. Sightings also came from
Allen, Ashland, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lucas,
Mahoning, Medina, and Portage.

White-breasted Nuthatch
Tom Frankel counted 13 in Holden on 30 Jun.
Reports came from 67 counties.

Brown Creeper

Andy Jones” 02 Jun kayak trip in Geauga (sce
Eastern Wood-Pewee) produced ten. The sec-
ond-highest count was three, also along the
Upper Cuyahoga, on 21 Jun (Scott Huge). Ad-
ams, Ashland, Cuyahoga, Franklin, Hamail-

Photographer Tom Fishburn beautifully captured this Bank Swal-
low in flight on 17 June at Holy Cross Cemeter), Cuyahoga.
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ton, Harrison, Hocking, Lucas, Mahoning,
Summit, Trumbull, and Wayne also provided
sightings.

House Wren

The 07 Jul ONWR census participants found 37
(Ed Pierce et al., fide Douglas Vogus). The sec-
ond-highest count was 21, in Hoover NP on 09
Jun (Charles Bombaci), and sites in Greene, Lu-
cas, and Summat each produced 16. Sixty-nine
counties provided reports.

Winter Wren

The three locations with sightings are:

CVNP Ledges/ Virginia Kendall area, Summiat;
four Jul reports (m. obs.)

Holden Arboretum’s Stebbins Gulch, Geauga;
two Jun reports (CMNH-NAS)

Mohican SP Lyons Falls Trail; one Jun and three
Jul reports (m. obs.)

Sedge Wren

The reports are:

One at Lime Lake 5, Summit, during the 14 to
23 Jun county census (fide Dwight Chasar and
Douglas Vogus)

Up to four in various sections of Darby Creek in
Jul (m. obs.)

One at a Hancock home on 22 Jul (Noah Brand)

Two at Pickerel Creek on 27 Jul (Su Snyder)

This perky Sedge Wren perched nicely _for Su Snyder at Pickerel
Creek WA, Sandusky, on 27 Ful.

Marsh Wren

The 02 Jun and 07 Jul ONWR censuses pro-
duced 38 and 43, respectively (Ed Pierce et al.,
fide Douglas Vogus). The other northwestern
marshes provided several more double-digit
counts as well. The highest number elsewhere
was the eight which the Chasars winkled out of
the CVNP Brookside Road marsh on 17 Jul. Re-
ports came from 20 counties.

Carolina Wren
Bill Stanley found 15 in the Cincinnati Nature
Center’s Rowe Woods, Clermont, on 27 Jul.
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Sheree Cyra noted 12 in Englewood on 16 Jun
for the second-highest count. Sixty-nine counties
had sightings.

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

Englewood hosted 31 for Amanda Lawson on 09
Jun. Justin Bosler found 19 in OOPMP the same
day. Sixty-four counties produced sightings.
Golden-crowned Kinglet

Fred Losi watched one sing in Seven Ranges Boy
Scouts Camp, Carroll, on 02 Jul, for a rare sum-
mer encounter.

Eastern Bluebird

Justin Bosler found 28 during his five hours in
OOPMP on 09 Jun. The second-highest count
was the 16 which Mike Edgington saw during six
hours in and around Akron, Summit, on 08 Jul.
Sixty-six counties provided reports.

Veery

Various sites in Mohican SF and SP produced 18
for a trio of surveyors on 15 Jun (fide The Bobolink)
and also for Craig Caldwell on 02 Jul. Ten “Wil-
son’s Thrushes” graced each of two locations.
Andy Jones found them along the Cuyahoga River
in Geauga on 02 Jun (sec Eastern Wood-Pewee).
Pat Coy and Karin Tanquist counted theirs along
the Perkins Trail in CVNP on both 15 and 23 Jun.
Reports came from 17 counties of which only
Hocking is south of Columbus.

Gray-cheeked Thrush

Ed Pierce et al. discovered one during the 02
Jun ONWR census (fide Douglas Vogus). Laura
Gooch banded another straggler at the Nature
Center at Shaker Lakes, Cuyahoga, on 03 Jun.

Swainson’s Thrush

Six were reported:

On 01 Jun in Hills and Dales MP, Montgomery
(Chris Zacharias)

On 02 Jun at the Norma Johnson Center, Tus-
carawas (Greg Miller)

On 03 Jun at the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes,
Cuyahoga (Laura Gooch)

On 05 Jun along Walhalla Road, Franklin (Mol-
ly McDermott)

On 07 Jun in Hoover NP (Rob Thorn)

On 09 Jun along Blacksnake Hill Road, Tuscar-
awas (Curt Wood)

Hermit Thrush

A few reports came in Jun from Geauga and
Summit and all season long from Ashland and
Hocking. The high count was six, along the
Gorge Overlook Trail in Hocking Hills SP on 16
Jun (Chuck McClaugherty).

Wood Thrush
Noel Cutright’s BBS route in Pike produced 26
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on 08 Jun. Marybeth Limc spent 3 "2 hours in
Jefferson Lake SP, Jefferson, on 15 Jun and noted
20. Reports came from 65 counties.

American Robin

Tim Harvey found 120 in Woodlawn Cemetery,
Lucas, on 14 Jul and about 100 there on several
other dates. Kent Miller saw about 100 around
his home in Hartville, Stark, on 01 Jun. An even
80 counties yielded sightings.

Gray Catbird

The 07 Jul ONWR census produced 68 (Ed
Pierce et al., fide Douglas Vogus). Smaller specific
counts ranged into the mid-30s and many observ-
ers noted they were abundant without providing
numbers. Seventy-five counties provided reports.

Brown Thrasher

Hallie Mason counted 15 around a friend’s
Athens apartment complex on 23 Jun. The sec-
ond-highest count, nine, was by Daryl Owens
at Fernald on 07 Jul. Fifty-eight counties had
sightings.

Northern Mockingbird

Glenwood Gardens, Hamilton, hosted 16 on
30 Jul (Harris Abramson). Ten were scattered
throughout the Mound Technologies Center,
Montgomery, on 13 Jul (John Shrader). Sight-
ings of this formerly southern bird, from 58
counties, were statewide as shown in the map on
page 150.

European Starling

Christopher Collins noted about 600 at Wendy
Park on 20 Jul; nearby Burke had held almost 500
on 06 Jul (Jen Brumfield). Reports came from 75
counties.

Cedar Waxwing

Seventy-three counties contributed sightings.
The high count was 98, which the CMNH-NAS
found at Crosscaven Farm, Geauga, on 03 Jun.
Tim Haney noted about 60 in Woodlawn Ceme-
tery, Lucas, on 30 Jun.

Lapland Longspur
A report from Muskingum went to the OBRC
because of its unusual date.

Ovenbird

These were seen and (probably mostly) heard un-
tl 18 Jul, with reports coming from 35 counties.
Noel Cutright counted 33 along his BBS route in
Pike on 08 Jun. Rob Thorn’s Columbus Audubon
group found about 25 in Clear Creck on 09 Jun.

Worme-eating Warbler

Two in Clear Creek on 01 Jul (Jay Lehman), two
there on 19 Jul (Deb Bradley and Bryan Sharp)
and three along Mohican SP’s Hemlock Gorge



Trail on 02 Jul (Craig Caldwell) were the only
birds reported in that month. The high count
of four was shared: Craig Moore found them
at Clear Creck on 09 Jun, while Robert Foppe
and Jennifer Smolenski found theirs along roads
in Shawnee on 28 Jun. Other Jun reports came
from the three counties above plus Athens and
Vinton.

Louisiana Waterthrush

The Mohican SF/SP survey trio found 10 there
on 15 Jun (fide The Bobolink). The next highest
count was seven, made by the CMNH-NAS in
the Hubbard Easement, Ashtabula, on 07 Jun.
Twenty-three counties had sightings.

Northern Waterthrush

Two (stragglers or possible breeders) were at Fern
Lake, Geauga, on 03 Jun (CMNH-NAS). Cole
DiFabio heard one in Holden on 15 Jul.

Blue-winged Warbler

Bill Stanley’s encounter with one on 15 Jul at East
Fork was the season’s latest. The high count was
nine, achieved by Hope Orr on the Wetmore
Trails in CVNP on 18 Jun. Matt Anderson made a
“better than usual” count of seven in OOPMP on
02 Jun. Thirty counties provided sightings.

Black-and-white Warbler

Reports were fairly frequent until 16 Jul; the only
report after that was from Headlands on 27 Jul
(Dick Hoopes). Columbus Auduboners found
about 20 in Clear Creck on 09 Jun (Rob Thorn
et al.), and every other count greater than two also
came from there. Reports came from 21 counties.

Prothonotary Warbler

Charles Bombaci monitors nest boxes along the
northeast shore of Hoover Reservoir; he counted
27 Prothonotarys there on 30 Jun. Doug and Mic-
ki Dunakin noted an uncommon nesting pair in
Paulding. Thirty counties produced sightings.

Tennessee Warbler

Rob Thorn remarked on an “early juvenile”
along the Scioto Bikepath in Marble Cliff,
Franklin, on 28 Jul. The first migrants usually
don’t arrive until mid-Aug,

Mourning Warbler

The four locations with sightings of this “casual

thicket nester” (Harlan et al.) are:

OOPMP, one on 02 Jun, most likely a migrant
(Matt Anderson)

Rocky River Reservation, Cuyahoga, one on 08
Jun, also likely a migrant though it was singing
(Bill Deininger)

Kightlinger, Ashtabula, two on 02 Jun and
one on 23 and 30 Jun, probably nesting
(CMNH-NAS)
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Moss Lake WA, Trumbull, one carrying food
and so, by OBBA II definition, nesting, on 03
Jul (John Petruzzi)

Kentucky Warbler

Once again, Noel Cutright took top count hon-
ors with 13 along his Pike BBS route on 08 Jun.
That same day a quartet of birders noted five
along 10 miles of Shawnee roads. Twenty-five
counties provided reports; of them the northern-
most are Portage and Wayne.

Common Yellowthroat

The 07 Jul ONWR census crew found 76 (Ed
Pierce et al., fide Douglas Vogus). Andy Jones’s
Geauga kayak trip on 02 Jun (see Eastern
Wood-Pewee) yielded 40. Seventy-six counties
produced sightings.

Hooded Warbler

Mohican SF and SP produced 18 during a 15
Jun survey (fide The Bobolink). Hope Orr found
13 along the CVNP Wetmore Trails on 18 Jun.
Several other reports included 10 to 12 birds. Re-
ports came from 38 counties.

American Redstart

Kayaking the Cuyahoga produced 50 on 02 Jun
(Andy Jones; see Eastern Wood-Pewee). Four
miles of the Buckeye Trail in CVNP yielded 15
on 04 Jun for the Chasars. Forty counties contrib-
uted reports.

Cerulean Warbler

The last reported in the season was still singing at
Flint Ridge, Muskingum, on 19 Jul (Bob Evans).
Wes Hatch found 10 in the Swine Creck Reser-
vation, Geauga, on 01 Jun; locations in Hocking
and Trumbull had eight. Twenty-seven counties
provided reports.

Cerulean Warblers were quite vocal but difficult to find in the
thick foliage at Shawnee Lookout CE Hamalton, on 04 June,
but a venture out of the treetop to steal insects_from a spider web
gave Laura Keene a lucky photo.

Northern Parula
The trio surveying Mohican SF and SP on 15 Jun
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counted 14 (fide The Bobolink). Clear Creek hosted
at least eight on 09 Jun for a Columbus Audubon
group (Rob Thorn et al.). Reports came from 34
counties.

Magnolia Warbler

The 15 Jun Mohican survey found four (fide The
Bobolink). A few Jun reports of two birds came
from Geauga and Vinton. A few more Jun re-
ports of single birds came from those counties
and Ashland, Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Frank-
lin, Hocking, and Lucas. The only Jul report
was Ryan Eldridge’s; he saw and heard one in the
Rocky River Reservation, Cuyahoga, on 04 Jul.

-

Rob Ripma photographed this lingering Magnolia Warbler on
08 June along the Magee Marsh boardwalk.

Blackburnian Warbler

The four reports follow. The Mohican bird

was probably a nester and the others migrant

stragglers.

One heard singing in Columbus on 06 Jun (Jeff
Grabmeier)

One seen and heard in Woodlawn Cemetery, Lu-
cas, on 07 Jun (m. obs.)

One seen and heard at Darby Creck on 14 Jun
(Dave Slager)

One seen in Mohican SF on 15 Jun (fide The Bob-
olink) and 26 Jun (Gary Cowell)

Yellow Warbler

Ed Pierce’s ONWR census crew counted 122 on
02 Jun (fide Douglas Vogus). The second-highest
number was at Winous Point, 75 on 08 Jun (Justin
Bosler). Andy Jones provided the highest count
away from the northwest marshes, 25 during his
02 Jun Geauga trip (sec Eastern Wood-Pewee).
Sixty-six counties produced sightings.

Chestnut-sided Warbler

These were encountered in moderate numbers
until 05 Jul. The only report after that was of
two birds which Linnea Rowse found on the
Old Man’s Cave Trail, Hocking, on 18 Jul.
Reports also came from Ashland, Ashtabula,
Cuyahoga, Franklin, Geauga, Lucas, Mont-
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gomery, Portage, Richland, Scioto, Summit,
Trumbull, and Vinton.

Blackpoll Warbler

The 02 Jun ONWR census produced a straggler
(Ed Pierce et al., fide Douglas Vogus). Tom Frankel
saw and heard another at Headlands on 09 Jun.

Pine Warbler

Matt Anderson found seven during his 02 Jun
breeding bird survey in OOPMP. Justin Bosler
found five there a week later, and many reports
from there and elsewhere included two birds.
Steady sightings ended on 06 Jul. The only re-
ports after that are of single birds in Shawnee SP,
Scioto, on 11 Jul (Travis Skaggs) and at OOPMP
on 21 Jul (Irina Shulgina). Seventeen counties
provided reports.

Yellow-rumped Warbler
Jerry Talkington et al. discovered a very late mi-
grant at Headlands on 12 Jun.

Yellow-throated Warbler

Douglas Vogus et al. found six during the 01 Jun
CVNP monthly Towpath Trail census, as did
the trio of surveyors in Mohican SF and SP on
15 Jun (fide The Bobolink). Reports came from 32

counties.

Prairie Warbler

Reports came throughout the season though their
frequency tailed off after mid-Jul. The high count
was six. Scott Myers found them in 10 miles of
driving through Tri-Valley WA, Muskingum.
Brian Wulker also noted six along two miles of
Abner Hollow Road, Adams, on 10 Jun. Twen-
ty-one counties had sightings.

Black-throated Green Warbler

Various parts of Mohican SF and SP hosted a
total of 16 for the survey trio on 15 Jun (fide The
Bobolink). Marcia Rubin counted six in Hocking
Hills SP on 16 Jun. Ashtabula, Coshocton,
Fairfield, Geauga, Harrison, Lake, Medina,
Scioto, Summit, and Vinton also contributed
reports.

Canada Warbler

Several observers found one in Mohican SP on
each of three early Jun dates, near the covered
bridge or further downstream along the Hemlock
Gorge Trail. This is a fairly reliable area to find
them on territory and the trio of surveyors count-
ed 11 on 15 Jun (fide The Bobolink). Bruce Simpson
discovered a possibly wayward individual in Lake
Hope SP, Vinton, on 04 Jul; they’re known to
nest in nearby Hocking SE.

Wilson’s Warbler
The only reliable report was of a northbound
straggler in the Puritas Wetlands, Cuyahoga, on



08 Jun. Members of a Western Cuyahoga Audu-
bon field trip discovered it.

Yellow-breasted Chat

Ten miles of Tri-Valley WA roads, Muskingum,
yielded 15 for Scott Myers on 09 Jun. Noel Cu-
tright found nine on 08 Jun along his Ross BBS
route. The Dunakins commented that they again
found one in Paulding, “back this summer after
being absent for several years”. The 43 counties
with sightings were statewide but had a southern
bias.

Eastern Towhee

Possum Creck MP, Montgomery, hosted 29
on 27 Jun (Amanda Lawson). Two reports of 20
were the next numerous and there were many re-
ports in the teens. Sixty-three counties produced
sightings.

Chipping Sparrow

Justin Bosler noted 65 during his five hours in
OOPMP on 09 Jun. Daniel McCament found 30
in the Wally World Campground, Holmes, on
04 Jul. Reports came from 74 counties.

Clay-colored Sparrow
The Bobolink reports that “This very rare sum-
merer was seen n. of Loudonville [Ashland] on
several days in early summer” with dates in May,
on 01 Jun, and on 20 Jun.

Field Sparrow

OOPMP and Justin Bosler again provided the
high count, 36 on 09 Jun. Many other reports ap-
proached that number. Sixty-six counties yielded
sightings.

Vesper Sparrow

Scott Pendleton reported 80 at The Bowl on
28 Jul, and commented, “This time of year, the
Vespers congregate on or along the haul roads.
Many juveniles were present [so] I stopped
counting at 50 and estimated in 5’s after that.”
He had counts of up to 13 there on carlier dates.
The highest number elsewhere was six, achieved
on 07 Jun near Clay, Auglaize (Dan Briem) and
on 09 Jul along Degenfelder Road, Lucas (Tim
Thompson). Twenty counties provided reports.

Lark Sparrow

Tim Haney found eight in OOPMP on 03 Jun
and reports of five or more came from there on
other dates. Observers found two in Oakes Quar-
ry Park, Greene, on several dates through 15 Jul.
Additional reports came from other Lucas sites
plus Hamalton, Harrison, Holmes, Mont-
gomery, and Tuscarawas.

Savannah Sparrow
Scott Pendleton wrote about the 40 he saw at
The Bowl on 28 Jul, “As with the vespers, the
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SAVS are along the roads where [their| breeding
territories are present and they also will perch on
round bales and fence, 3/4 of these were juve-
niles”. Jen Brumfield noted the second-highest
number, 16 at Burke on 16 Jun. Forty counties
had sightings.

Grasshopper Sparrow

Scott Pendleton and The Bowl again provided
the high count, 75 on 28 Jul, and Scott said “one
20 foot section of fence had 17 juveniles perched
on it”. Other Harrison sites had up to 35; the
most elsewhere was 20 at Darby Creck on several
dates (m. obs.). Reports came from 31 counties.

T N

Irina Shulgina photographed a Grasshopper Sparrow holding
Jood for nestlings hidden deep in the grasses at Batltelle Darby
Creek ME Franklin, on 22 June.

Henslow’s Sparrow

Harrison again provided the two highest counts,
58 on 09 Jun in the Second Reclaim District and
17 on 16 Jul at The Bowl (both Scott Pendleton).
The most elsewhere was 10, at Huffman Prairie,
Greene, on 09 Jun (Sam Corbo). Their patchy
distribution in 20 counties is displayed in the map
on page 150.

A visit to Lake La Su An WA, Williams, gave Steve Kelling
a wonderful photo opportunity of a singing Henslow’s Sparrow
on 16 July.
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Song Sparrow

ONWR hosted 108 during the 07 Jul census
(Ed Pierce et al., fide Douglas Vogus). The 01 Jun
CVNP census found 50 (Douglas Vogus). Six-
ty-seven counties provided sightings.

Swamp Sparrow

Ed Pierce et al. counted 33 in ONWR on 07
Jul (fide Douglas Vogus). The Tappan Drainage
Area, Harrison, hosted 26 on 27 Jul (Scott Pend-
leton). Reports came from 29 counties.

White-throated Sparrow
The four reports are:
One at Headlands on 09 Jun (Tom Frankel)

One in Summit during the 16 to 23 Jun county
census (fide Ann Chasar and Douglas Vogus)
Two in Geis WA, Cuyahoga, on 03 Jul (Diane

Skipper)
One banded in ONWR Navarre on 13 Jul (Mark
Shieldcastle)

Harris’s Sparrow
The OBRC has a report from Holmes of a very

rare summer sighting.

White-crowned Sparrow

On 14 Jun Sheryl Young wrote, “I was surprised
to see a White-crowned Sparrow foraging in my
driveway [in Erie]. The bird appeared healthy
and aggressively chased a female house sparrow.”
This appears to be the latest Jun record for the
state, though there are a couple of Jul records.

Dark-eyed Junco

Reports came from about 20 locations in
Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, and Summat, with
cach county having at least three sites. The high
count was eight birds, found by Cole DiFabio in
Holden on 28 Jul. Maryann Sedivy reported a
pair nesting in a hanging basket on her porch in
South Russell, Geauga, on 25 Jun — clearly they
aren’t just forest specialists! The only sighting not
in the above four counties was of a single bird at
the Mohican SP Gorge Overlook on 02 Jul (Craig
Caldwell). See the separate article by Haans
Petruschke for more on Ohio’s nesting juncos.

Summer Tanager

The high count of four was shared by sites in
Adams, Clermont, Lucas, and Montgomery;
their dates ranged from 09 Jun to 25 Jul (m. obs.).
Locations in Ashland, Athens, Darke, Dela-
ware, Fairfield, Franklin, Greene, Hamilton,
Muskingum, Noble, Pickaway, Pike, Tus-
carawas, Vinton, and Wood produced counts
of three or less.

Scarlet Tanager
Tyler Ficker tallied 15 males and five females in
East Fork on 07 Jul. Elliot Tramer found 10 in
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OOPMP on 18 Jun. Sixty-one counties provided
sightings.

Western Tanager

A report from Holmes went to the OBRC.
Northern Cardinal

Sharon Woods MP, Franklin, was hopping on
06 Jun — Irina Shulgina found about 100 cardi-
nals there. Douglas Vogus’s census crew counted
43 in CVNP on 01 Jun. All but a dozen counties

produced reports.

Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Andy Jones’s 02 Jun Geauga sortic (see Eastern
Wood-Pewee) vyielded 20. The second-highest
count of nine came from Jeff Harvey’s Mahon-
ing feeders on 18 Jun. Sightings came from 49
counties.

Blue Grosbeak

Leihley Hill Road, Tuscarawas, produced six
during a field trip on 08 Jun (fide Robert Hersh-
berger). Fernald hosted five for Brian Wulker on
02 Jul. OOPMP and vicinity remain the only
reliable northwestern location (m. obs.). Adams,
Clarke, Fairfield, Franklin, Greene, Harri-
son, Holmes, Monigomery, Muskingum,
Richland, and Warren also provided sightings.

Bob Lane captured this male Blue Grosbeak in a perfect setting
on 07 June in Tuscarawas.

Indigo Bunting
These also had a shared high count. Justin Bos-
ler found 30 of them in OOPMP on 09 Jun and
the 05 Jul CVNP census (Douglas Vogus et al.)
tallied that many as well. Seventy-seven counties
produced reports.

Dickcissel

Regina Schieltz wrote, “Dickcissels...have been
at normal numbers in Darke Co. We have a lot.”
The high count, however, was from Fernald, 25
birds on 12 Jul (Brian Wulker). Irina Shulgina
found 15 on several dates at Darby Creek. Sight-
ings came from the 31 scattered counties shown
in the map on page 150.



Bobolink

The Second Reclaim Unit, Harrison, hosted
130 on 09 Jun, and The Bowl held about 100 on
several dates (both Scott Pendleton). The highest
count elsewhere was the 41 which Charles Bom-
baci found along County Road 50, Hardin, on
02 Jun. Thirty-three counties provided reports.

Red-winged Blackbird

Careful counters tallied 664 in ONWR on 07 Jul
(Ed Pierce ¢t al., fide Douglas Vogus). Justin Bos-
ler found about 500 at Pickerel Creek on 11 Jul.
The highest inland count was 350 along Wilder-
ness Road, Wayne, on 26 Jul (the Ostermillers).
Eighty counties produced sightings.

Ron Sempier photographed this adorable newly fledged Red-
winged Blackbird at Big Island WA, Marion, on 17 June.

Eastern Meadowlark

Scott Pendleton noted 80 in The Bowl’s grass-
lands on 28 Jul. The second-highest number was
Brian Turner’s 50 at Mound City National His-
torical Park, Ross, on 16 Jul. Fifty-nine counties
produced reports.

Photographer Allan Claybon caught the eye of an alert Eastern
Meadowlark on 21 June at Voice of America Park, Butler.
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Western Meadowlark

One was seen between 06 Jun and 19 Jul at
Big Island (m. obs.) Another briefly visited the
Dunakin’s property in Paulding on 05 Jul.

Yellow-headed Blackbird

Jim Dunn found one at Magee on 11 Jul. Joe
Miller reported three along Saltcreek Road,
Wayne, on 26 Jul.

Common Grackle

Brian Wulker saw about 150 at Lost Bridge on
27 Jul. Allen Chartier carefully tallied 114 at
East Harbor on 22 Jul. Reports came from 76
counties.

Brown-headed Cowbird

A flooded field on West Schiller Road, Ottawa,
held about 250 on 24 Jul (Justin Bosler). The
next-highest number was 35, at The Bowl on
16 Jul (Scott Pendleton). Sixty-nine counties had
sightings.

Orchard Oriole

Eric Elvert found 10 in Englewood on 20 Jul.
Other sightings ranged from one to nine birds.
Fifty-five counties provided reports.

Baltimore Oriole
It was another high count for the Upper
Cuyahoga River, 25 on 02 Jun (Andy Jones; see
Eastern Wood-Pewee). The 01 Jun CVNP census
tallied 20 (Douglas Vogus et al.). Sixty-three coun-
ties yielded reports.

House Finch
Greg Cornett’s feeders in Delaware hosted 24
on 29 Jun. Sixty counties produced sightings.

Purple Finch

These are year-round residents, but the latest
report of the season was of two birds at Hold-
en on Il Jul (Thomas Nonnenmacher). Carole
Babyak saw at least three youngsters at her War-
ren, Trumbull, property (a former Christmas
tree farm) on 05 Jul, and the trio who surveyed
Mohican SF and SP on 15 Jun also found three
(fide The Bobolink). No other reliable report was
of more than two birds. Sightings also came
from Ashtabula, Coshocton, Cuyahoga, Erie,
Geauga, Mahoning, Portage, Richland,
Stark, and Summit.

Red Crossbill

Justin Bosler watched a male flying back and
forth over Mallard Lake in OOPMP on 09 Jun.
This straggler from last winter’s invasion was
“quite vocal and I suspect Type 3.

Pine Siskin

A few seem to hang around every year, and
they’ve occasionally bred in the state. The sight-
ings are:
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One at a Wooster, Wayne, feeder on 01 Jun
(Randy Rowe)

One calling while flying over the Station Road
area of CVNP on 09 Jun (Jen Brumfield)

One visiting a Cuyahoga feeder on 15 Jun (Mike
Sandy)

One at a Clermont feeder on 22 Jun (Liz
Clingman)

One at a feeder near Walnut Creek, Holmes, on
28 Jun (Lester Wengerd on The Bobolink RBA)

One in Maysville, Wayne, on 29 Jul (Daniel Mast
on The Bobolink RBA)

American Goldfinch
Justin Bosler saw about 45 in OOPMP on 09 Jun.
Reports came from 66 counties.

House Sparrow

Nancy Anderson tallied 70 in Euclid Creek Res-
ervation, Cuyahoga, on 27 Jul. Seventy-two
counties provided sightings.

ADDENDUM

Northern Waterthrush

Mark Wloch photographed a Northern Water-
thrush on the Magee East Beach on 10 May. It
had colored leg bands and Mark reported in Jul
that the bird had been banded in Jan 2013 in
Puerto Rico.

SUMMER 2013 OCCURENCE MAPS FOR SELECTED SPECIES
Courtesy of Craig Caldwell
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