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Speciest Eared Grebe

Number: 1

Locations Dredge disposal area in Lorain harbor, Lorain, Lorain County,
: Ohilo

Date: O November 1980

Time: 1520 to 1630 EST, under continuous observation

Description:

In direct comparison, the bird was similar in size to a horned
grebe, However, iis shape was noticeably different, Its forehead was
much more abrupt; the peak of the crown was almost directly above the
eye. On the horned grebe, the forehead was more slanting with the peak
well behind the eye, The head also appeared to be relatively smaller
on the eared grebe. The neck appeared to be shorter and was distinctly
slimmer on the eared grebe. When swimnming, the posterior portion of
the body appeared to ride noticeably higher on the water on the eared
grebe.,

There were also noticeable differences in bill size and shape between
the two snecies. The bill of the eared grebe was much smaller and slimmer
-than the horned grebe. At a distance, the eared grebe hardly appeared
to have a bill at all. On the eared grebe,-the upper mandible was
virtually straight from its base to its tip while the upper mandible
of the horned grebe was noticeably curved., The lower mandible of the
eared grebe was also stralght except for the upturned tip while on the
horned grebe, this mandible was also noticeably curved, For both
species, the bill was uniformly dark,

On the eared grebe, the crown was blackish. On the side of the
face, a dusky gray patch extended from the crown down below the eye
with a narrow dusky line continuing behind the eye down to the neck,

This vertical dusky line separated two grayish-white patches, one on

the cheek immediately below the eye, the other on the back of the head
and extended from the base of the neck to slightly above eye level.

The nape was blackish while the throat was uniformly dusky gray. The
breast and sides were a similar dusky gray. The upperparts were uniformly
blackish-gray (darker than sides). The eye was red.

Voice Description: ot heard.

Behavior:s During the entire time, the bird was actively feeding with
a flock of horned grebes. It dove freguently and tended to
stay under the water longer than the horned grebes.

Habitat: The open waters of Lake Erie along the rip-rapped edge of
the dredize disposal area, The bird spent most of the time
within 100 yards of shore or the disposal area.

Elimination of similar specles:

Separation from the horned grebe 1s guite tricky. While this bird
was quite dusky and its plumage was similar to eared grebes pictured
in field guides, horned grebes can also be quite dusky and have
similar plumages, Hence, plumage alone does not eliminate horned
grebes,

Horned grebes were eliminated on the basis of shape characteristics,
In particular, head shape differences, the shorter and slimmer neck,
slimmer bill and differences in bill shape were used to eliminate the
horned grebe, Of these, differences in bill size and shape were the
deternining fleld marks although there were distinct differences with
regards to all of these characteristics.
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Distancet During most of the observation, the bird was approximately
200 feet from the observer. On one occasion, the bird
swam within 50 feet of the observer,

Optical Equipment: 20X telescope

Light and weather conditions:

Sunny, with sun at the observer's back, Lighting conditions were
good during most of the time although the light started to fade as the
sun set,

Previous Experience:

I had seen eared grebes on 12 prior occasions (including within
a month in California) while I am quite familier with the horned grebe
(with rousghly 200+ prior observations),

“Other Observers: Don Tumblin, Bill & Nancy Klamm, John Pogacnik plus

several birders from Lorain. Tom LePage and Dave
Corbin saw the bird on the fellowing day. All
agreed with this identification.

Books consulted: None

This description is taken from field notes wrltten during the
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