
IIII>S: V!llIFYING DOCUM!NT.\TION OF AN IXTllOIDINARY SIGHI llCOID. 

1. lpeciee /2 ·/,--,a_ 2. -er: Ql, {! &j I f (;>) 

3. Location . .....i::~'-"~-'-.._ __ _..-'"_."""""~i.......""""'....,...,;.;.ai:.,L~......,i:;_"'-"'~---------------------------._.--

4. Date: //- 2 - ,Pc;· 

6. J>eacription of •ize, •hape and color-pattern (deacribe in great detail all part• of the 
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnoatic characteri1tic1, 

. but iiiclude only what actuall was ••en ~n the field : . · . / · 

,./A-/1;;- /A--~f' F j ut:' k .My I T,ft:-?Lf /:1 uur.!' ~'l:- ~' 6-) ~ye; W' / /o r.v f !.>f {/: /J<1::d1A-
j N'/tA/ f/J l'V A t ic J he-+~ 41t=- c- I<; c f l:.s ~ /> . .+(' l<1A- ,,,, / 1~#~-~ w1 .~fs, 

. t + Fe.M.A- /1: Ass UA11::-J ~ /FAY ;_)"·· 

7. Deacription of voice, if heard: • /f/o ,.tr('":: 

8. Description of behavior: S,.., / O /IV 1 A EAY y w I-<-/ it>f·-f - / O tv 

9. Habitat - ~eneral: {) J.rt:R. L--4-ktt" L::-,J<. 1C (} f'~ fJt:? / # ·f 
specific: 

f 1ff·11 
h c-~c/,~f 

10. Similarly appearing . apecies which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

w ;; .-1- f- *-( s- 1::- 7 

11. Distance (how measured)";' 7 S--- / .:JO 7/~-, E (' / .,;...4-f&' 12. Optical equipmenth · 
/.._7 / .-t/ c:? (" -..[' 

13. Li~ht (sky, li~ht on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 
L:-x r·c /fc---<-T 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species :.C· .,L I·· / . '/ 
jJ I /C.C. d 1 c•i / ..t. 4 /I 1 

15. Other observers : A/O,A/ l ,.... . . l{A-"'ff E~ 1 9 77 -t' /Yl O /f'4Jkt 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? 

17 . Other observers who independently .identified this bird : 

l~. Books, illustrations. and advice consulted, and how did these influence thi• description: 

f1 e-/ t=A. I' t1" ~ / t?;; I de-A/ /3 c o I'( < 

-.L.../...;../_-_f'"-· --~J.....iO-.-_____ City, 

Please see reverse side for birds that should be documented 
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IIIDS: V!lll"1NG IX>CUK!N'IATION or AN IXTJLlOIDINAllY SIGHT llCOID • 

1. lpecie1 ..,Cw ;-tJ re Lo.# & r ,a tt e 2. _lhalber: OA/ F 
. . H / / ) I z; v /] c 

3. Location.....,..J..._.._~1-//, ........ ~1¢.._-........ ~~-i:::1_..<~~A-._..8,..._~t:""-ll:l~;....i..:i;~k~-;-.__ ______________________________ __, __ __ 

4. Date: Oc 1< I 12.( I e J? O 
I 

.5. Ti• lird teen: /tl / 3l:J!w(o __ /_,,....,£t..._1,...,:V.,..u_"ft._c..,· --

6. Da1cription of d.a::e, •hape and color•pattem (_describe in great detail all parts of the 
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnoatic characteri1tice, 

_but include only what actually vae 1een in the field): 

. .i'..<.f4 if; .J;P,1- p~c· &11 - (/i.-r j ,-~I; .s { ~I C<1,,c, ; r A I . )1'/0 r µ_ /l /" &:-~ /,.;~ CJ i' i.,jl't 
""1' .4- / .-f/'{ J,~c· A-

1
,,., / ~'7 c /;~'':' I _s?a t::-'1- kc/ l ,,,,_t"k (b /'Hk c/ /yAc w.¥-,e-.: 1 lAA)r) 

~1c/1 lv-:41~µ f> Rv~":"':' ,) .{J f; u.. ~~/ h~rfc.-/(/',A-l'f 1:.s 1 .4&rA-,Q ".;i,,/ ,P l-1 /"-v ( ;,_, o 
c fp r:~ kt,/f, 1 ) ,PAc-AA /,.(,· c-,,..., -r w /\I r~ o u.- -f t::'.a. 1....,,.. ;, 1 r;- ,,..,_ 7,11!-'° s . 
W.4 s w t'-J /:.. !;.· ,Vf .'1- II .A.f / ·~ e-. / t 1 (. (' k. /-c- {' /l( j ,:"" f M 'I /<lf 1~.JV A-~ b le-~ l ; ~ ). d t- -('"7<-"~A/t:i ; 

.Jp-1 ~~ '"" ..:.. ; '(T l-'4' ( (, J,.· ~ ... 

7. Description of voice t if heard: .. A/o· .{/' b 

8 . Description of behavior: ;M &I/ ;~1,,'f t?A.1' fi~ cfa ~ 1 .r ""fA I/ 

9. Habitat - ~eneral: L./t'kt: S Ii o A? c~ J / r[w~ J(l d J' / ,/ b-. -

specific : tr ctlt"y .-""" I'?. 1;_,,,. 
1 

s r ·-f.f c J 11:-f'7'""' ,, c J 
10. S~i~~rly appe~.l:ng apecies which are e~imin~ted by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explair. : 

{';~ i ,.,..S. / Iv f , I i t:. - h ; le./ J ,,p ..-4/Q. /J C.vv ~ 1 0 1 A Ek L C/.-c..-j :..· /Ht. /J ~ , 

ll. Dh tance (how measured) ? 't t! - S.' G f' f-/~) 
13. Lip:ht (sky, li~ht on bird, positio~ bf sun in relation to bird and you): 1:--<C't lie_-,,.,, -f' 

14 . Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: S t·t=.,,._, ;.-v /;_,.,1:-c./,;f 
. p //.A..-"'. ."1 i..,- O.A/1'7 (_ A t.r~tt-t) 

15. Other obs ervers: 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? 

17 . Other observers who independently .identified this bird : 

Please see reverse side for birds that should be documented 
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L •t "-1"1 fjo.r/\\,.,t•l~· r 

l 2 '-l ("1 VS \<';f.l~V"i" {J (. 
M.e;..rit.n(,.. 0 ~,'i> 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

'I · . ; J'. , " · 1. Specie• l\ : r-:- , ., , .. ·. 'J'.J r;~··!;,ec 2. Number:_.._ _______ _ 

0 . ,,_.. ' 
,. 
.; 

4. Date: q · (I · ;r·o 5. Time Bird seen: ~ 0 0 ci ,.. to_.~;...~_- .i..;IC;;..;.;:e:~M~-----

8 . Description of behavior : S t " ' \ <. c\ I r. f•t-<: 1 rt,j 
~ ~·' · l f2 · 1<'!t.-... 1 ··r,o r-. c.;~: t-ci~t .. ftrro,.St<.,:c~:,'.> 

On •>J ~~ l'tuJld,or-.. h • b!et •'-ch~S. , 
9. Habitat - gen~ral: 0 .: '",J.,c:.;j ·i..l(,.: .. b 5.,rfo"'"'J111 j 

. -10 "( ' .1J n./\r \ t:ip.·vu pl ... /\for-1~;, (Nu.~y.1 •. y Sp•"vc~_,RtJ 
"-« ,;.. 1 • .r " r ,.. ""'J. i....11.. •k (>.;.e} 

specific: ]J\ ~d P·~< +rl c.. 6· (()' 1.p "" ~ut-tr e ;'1,/IL h~ .5 , SI CJ\. k .''I j 'Ao\ "t>~~ VI .t' t-d ~ 5 • 

11. Distance (how measured)? •"'). 5 · )o 1 ( f ~ t . 1Htto) 12. Optical equipment : 1C XScl 
\,; l\t;t "it>.: 5. 

13. Li!Zht (sky, li.R:ht on ~ird, fo~ition of sun .in relation to bird and you) : .fc'.:.s'I ck1 ; fc<.- i..- ~> /;(+i;,~ 
{,.-.,, 0. ri;,_ !>•U l.w ~> Sc~" ) - ;,,. -.~ t , u >r .J 4'UJ• ') loll\ wl/S tO •• · "<j lil. r..; f.~} b ~ . .,~tl·/ <iq). ~~~ ~l'.' l1.\J ;. ~,I N1 , <. llr •l ~.~.:/'- 'i fir; , 

14. Previous exp~r.ience with this spec~es and simi~arlY, appe~~ing species.:r•o"i ~ •. nt~ ,\;s ) ft( 1.;~: · 
n_.t ') )w.1~ S<•" ( G. f\~vt. l<t\J f"\1> .... .. 1 .... Wl.' ~l~ r.::. ~\ Ul'\er;;ov .::. "t1r~u ..... Th• r .. jJ (.i_, "-" (l·•·r. ( / . .. I . ) p I · " T " ' ~ f .,.,, \:l«>..G •l\s 

15. Other observers:· · 

16. Did ~he ochers agree with your identification? ·~ 

17. Other observers who independently .identified this bird:~~-

iB . 'Bt)oks, illustrations and advice consulted , and how did these influence this description: 
c~· .. - tJ ::,,~--~- -·J t 1'17> .fu:lJ Jci tl\1 , Lccii 1.> ,. o~ ()~ r .. t ~ L){ ,1; ;'/j t-. ,'-l,.., (' r ·1(4 

. . --- - ---- ·--- ------ -

19. How long after obs,rving this bird did you first ~ite this description? A f ; d .. rt. J1s1r'.pf~ .r. 
6. ', •0 ~~· ,.-<. -.,~~ cl.:. r>A ,·,, (;.( Id o \-ttr f>· ~ "t·~<_, l:..,.J. 

_5_1go-.:<~::....~~· ~:e~v'./!~. -.1&~:.c..1'k...:''•.sJ..:::i·..¢~""'.-~:-.-----------Addreu: 12 L/ /v'\ v .SI~ 1~, f1.' t"l 

City, State : t'lA1315DA Date: I~ - l 'J- gt) 

A ~ .J cl <q s- ~t +..,rt 
) E ~! ( ... ,...~ · ~' ..,_J(o\. 

~ ~·1 .s. ~1 ~~·fr''5 ~ ~;-rt{t>,_J:~ Wo.r- ~l,...r wo..). <-.. U.> 

,-;._ "' ~1ni··~._1 l.11 . .c) 
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Eared Grebe 
1 

Species 1 

Nurubera 
Locations Dredge disposal area in Lorain harbor, Lorain, Lorain County, 

Ohio 
Date a 
Times 

9 November 1980 
1520 to 1630 EST, under continuous observation 

Descriptioni 
In direct comparison, the bird was similar 1n size to a horned 

grebe. However, 1ts shape was noticeably different. Its forehead was 
much more abrupt; the peak of the crown was almost directly above the 
eye. On the horned grebe, the forehead was more slanting with the peak 
well behind the eye. The head also appeared' to be relatively smaller 
on the eared grebe. The neck appeared to be shorter and was distinctly 
slim.mer on the eared grebe. When swimming, the posterior portion of 
the body appeared to ride noticeably higher on the water on the eared 
grebe. 

There were also noticeable differences in bill size and shape between 
the two specj_e.s" The bill of the eared grebe was much smaller and slimmer 

··than the horned grebe. At a distance, the eared grebe hardly appeared 
to have a blll at all. On the eared grebe, - the upper mandible was 
virtually straight from its base to its tip while the upper mandlble 
of the horned grebe was noticeably curved, The lower mandible of the 
eared grebe was also straight except for the upturned tip while on the 
horned grebe, this mandible was also noticeably .curved, For both 
species, the bill was uniformly dark. 

On the eared grebe, the crown was blackish. On the side of the 
face, a dusky gray patch extended from the crovm down below the eye 
with a narrow dusky line continuing behind the eye down to the neck, 
'I'his vertical dusky line separated two grayish-white patches, one on 
the cheejc immediately below the eye, the other on the back of the head 
and extended from the base of the neck to slightly above eye level. 
The nape was blackish while the throat was uniformly dusky gray. The 
breast and sides were a similar dusky gray. The upperpa.rts were uniformly 
blackish-gray (darker than sides). The eye was red. 

Voice Descriptioni ~ot heard. 

Behaviora During the entire time, the bird was actively feeding with 
a flock of horned grebes. It dove frequently and tended to 
stay under the water longer than the horned grebes • 

. Habitata The open waters of Lake Erie along the rip-rapped edge of 
the dredge disposal area. The bird spent most of the time 
within 100 yards of shore or the disposal area. 

Elimination of similar speciesa 
Separation from the horned grebe 1s quite tricky. While this bird 

was quite dusky and its plumage was similar to eared grebes pictured 
in field guides, horned grebes can also be quite dusky and have 
similar plumages. Hence, plumage alone does not eliminate horned 
grebes. 

Horned grebes were eliminated on the basis of shape characteristics. 
In particular, head shape differences, the shorter and slimmer neck, 
slimmer bill and differences 1n bill shape were used to eliminate the 
horned grebe, Of these, differences in bill size and shape were the 
determining field marks although there were distinct differences w1th 
regards to all of these characteristics. 
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2. 

Distance a During most of the observation. the bird was approximately 
200 feet from the observer. Oni one occasion, the bird 
swam within 50 feet of the observer. 

Optical Equipmenta 20X telescope 

Light and weather conditions: 
Sunny, w1th sun at the observer's back. Lighting conditions were 

good during most of the time although the light started to fade as the 
sun set. 

Previous Experiencea 
I had seen eared grebes on 12 prior occasions (including within 

a month in California) while I am quite familiar with the horned grebe 
(with roughly 200+ prior observations). 

Other Observers: Don Tumblin, Bill & Nancy Klamm, John Pogacnik plus 
several birders from Lorain. Tom LePage and Dave 
Corbin saw the bird on the following day. All 
agreed with this identification. 

Books consulted1 None 

This description is taken from field notes written during the 
observation. 
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