The 2004-2005 Christmas Bird Counts

Ned Keller
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keller@one.net

The results from 64 Christmas counts are included in this year’s
report, well above last year’s unusually low 54. In addition to the counts on
the Audubon web site (see www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/), we present the
results from six additional counts: Carey, Clark County, Fremont, Gypsum,
Hancock County, and Lakewood. Despite the increased effort, we found
only 150 species, one less than last year’s 151. At any rate, we have
followed our usual practice of including the results as they were reported to
us, without attempting to verify reports of rarities.

Twenty-one species were recorded from only a single count: a long-
tailed duck and a northern goshawk at Lake Erie Islands, a red-necked
grebe, a Thayer’s gull, an Iceland gull and two glaucous gulls at Grand
Rapids-Waterville, an osprey in Clark County, a Virginia rail at Millersburg,
adunlin at Ashtabula (plus another count week at Brown Family Environ-
mental Center), an American woodcock at East Fork S.P., three snowy
owls and a Lincoln’s sparrow in Toledo, two long-eared owls at Ottawa
N.W.R., aloggerhead shrike at Indian Lake (plus another count week at
Kingston), a house wren and a pine warbler at Cuyahoga Falls, six marsh
wrens at Elyria-Lorain (this may have been a data entry error, as they
reported no winter wrens.), a Cape May warbler and a palm warbler at
Wilmot, a Wilson’s warbler at Hamilton-Fairfield, and a Henslow’s sparrow
in Adams County. Unusually, no species were added to the season’s state
list during count week.

Birders on the Cincinnati count ignored a near-record December
snowfall to find 92 species, followed by Cuyahoga Falls with 86, Fremont
and Gypsum with 84, Millersburg with 83 and Adams County with 80.
Cuyahoga Falls had the most birders in the field and at feeders with 96,
followed by Wilmot with 76 and Millersburg with 75.

The Ohio Cardinal
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The numbered circles on the map correspond to the numbers in parentheses
that follow the names of the counts in the tabular report.
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Golden-crowned kinglet by Bill Shively
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Herring Gulls Larus argentatus breed successfully in
Southeastern Ohio

Wendell L. Argabrite*, Michael Griffith,
Dr. Gary O. Rankin, Harry E. Slack, I11

n North America, herring gulls Larus argentatus breed from arctic Canada into

eastern Alaska, northern Minnesota, northern Wisconsin, northern Ohio,

northern New York, northeastern Illinois, northeastern Indiana, southeastern
Wyoming and along the Atlantic Coast south to northeastern South Carolina
(A.0.U. 1998, Pierotti and Good 1994). Isolated breeding in North America has
occurred in southern Alabama, southern Louisiana, and southern Texas (A.O.U.
1998).

In Ohio, herring gulls nest primarily along western Lake Erie (Peterjohn and Rice
1991). About thirty pairs have been noted nesting inland in northeastern counties
since 1991 (Peterjohn 2001). South of the aforementioned sites, nesting attempts
have been documented in four counties: Gallia (Kyger Creek Power Plant) in 1971
(Kiff et al. 1986); Portage (Lake Rockwell) and Trumbull (Mosquito Creek Reservoir)
from 1982 to 1987 (Peterjohn and Rice 1991); and Mercer (Lake St. Marys) in 1985
(Peterjohn and Rice 1991). Here, we report successful breeding by herring gulls in
southeastern Ohio’s Gallia County in 2004.

Herring gulls are casual summer visitants in the lower Ohio River valley bordered
by Ohio and West Virginia (www.birdsofthelowerohiorivervalleyinwestvirginia.com).
On 5 June 2004, during a survey of ponds at General James M. Gavin Power Plant,
five adult and eight juvenile Herring Gulls were recorded. The gulls were on a spoil
area of a bottom ash pond with sufficient vegetation to provide cover for juvenal
birds. The juveniles were estimated to be about six to eight days old.

Four additional visits in June recorded eight or nine juveniles and three to eight
adults. Eight juveniles found on 16 July appeared capable of sustained flight. On 22
July sustained flight was confirmed for nine juveniles. A tenth juvenile on the spoil
area appeared sick or injured. Thereafter, only single juveniles were recorded on |
and 8 August and 28 September. From one to six adults were present from July to
September.

Based on breeding parameters (Pierotti and Good 1994) egg-laying would have
begun about 29 April to 1 May. Fledging occurs 45 to 50 days after hatching, which
corresponds to our observations of fledging between 16 and 22 July. Three or four
pairs of adults likely nested based on the modal clutch of 3 eggs.
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