
Sixty Christmas Bird Counts- their results once again ably compiled by ed 
Keller for this issue-took place during what were to prove the mildest weeks of 
the winter. As always, their results, presented here in full , play a unique role in 
describing the birds of the season, and in the Reports that follow we cite CBC 
reports only in especially significant cases rather than repeating them. Those 
looking for evidence ofravages of the West Nile virus-such as vindication of fall's 
often-alarmist predictions about plummeting raptor populations-will find decid
edly mixed messages here. 

The Reports follow the taxonomic order of the 7" edition of the AOU Check
list of North American Birds ( 1998). including the 42nd (July 2000) and 43n1 (July 
2002) Supplements. Underlined names of species indicate those on the OBRC 
Review List; documentation is needed to add reportS of these species to official 
state records, or to attributed records in the Reports. When supplied, county names 
appear italicized. Unless numbers are specified, sightings refer to single birds. 
Abbreviations, conventions, and symbols used in the Reports should be readily 
understood, with the possible exceptions of the following: BCSP=Buck Creek SP in 
Clark: BIWA=Big Island WA in Marion; CVNP=Cuyahoga Valley ational Park in 
Cuyahoga and Summit~ Dike l 4=the Gordon Park impoundment in Cleveland; 
EFSP=East Fork SP in Clermont: EHSP=East Harbor SP in Ottawa; eop=end of the 
period, in this issue 28 Feb 2003; fide=·'in trust of," said of data conveyed on 
behalf of another person; GLSM=Grand Lake St Marys in Mercer and Auglai=e; 
HBSP=Headlands Beach SP in Lake; KPWA=Killdeer Plains WA in rlj1a11do1; 
LSR=Lakesbore Reservation in Lake; MBSP=Maumee Bay SP in Lucas; 
MP=Metro Park; m obs=many ob ervers; MWW=-Miami-Whitewater Wetland in 
Hamilton: NWR=National Wildlife Refuge; OBRC=Ohio Bird Records Committee; 
ODOW=Ohio Division of Wildlife: ONWR=Ottawa NWR in Ottawa and Lucas: 
ONWRC=monthly bird census at ONWR; ph=photograph: PP=power plant; 
Res=Reservoir; Res' n=Reservation; SF=State Forest; SNP=State Nature Preserve; 
SP=State Park; SVWA=Spring Valley WA in Greene and Warren; WA= Wildlife Area. 

Corrigenda 
The blue-headed vireo and grasshopper sparrow sightings of21 Jun 2002 (in 

Vol 25, No. 4) should have been credited to Judy Hochadel. 
Vic Fazio pointed out to us an error in Vol 25, o. 4 's treatment of mute swan: 

their first successful nest at Medusa Marsh dates from 1989, with another in 1994 
(following a period in which fewer surveys were conducted), and nesting observed 
annually since that time; the first multiple broods were three in 200 I, leading 10 last 
summer' five successful nestings. Success for mute swans, anyway. 

For the Record 
Here are noteworthy reports from earlier dates in 2002 that for one reason or 

another escaped our notice: 

Cattle Egret: One discovered in Tuscarawas on 7 Nov 2002 (Da ,·id E. Miller) represented a first fall 
record for the area 

Eurasian Wigeon: A drake \\as d1 covered a1 ON\1/R on 3 ov 2002 (Tom Bartlett. Ned Bixler) 
dunng the monthly census. ,,.j._ 

The Ohio Cardinal 

Winter 2002-03 Reports 
Bil/Whan 
223 East Tulane Road, Columbus, OH 43202 
danielel@iwaynet.net 

Common :Loon: High count five at LSR l Dec 
(J . Pogacnik). One lingered at Huron 4 
Jan (G Miller ). On 8 Jan. two were found 
trapped in shrinking open water, one in 
Rocky River, Cuyahoga (rescued 12 Jan 
fide M . Stetz). and one in Union (J . 
Rockenbaug,b). A bird at Baysbore PP. 
Lucas on 21 Feb (G Links) must have 
been an early migrant. 

P ied- billed G rebe: A few toughed out mid
winter weather, with a remarkable 42 at 
Roclcy Fork SP in Highland 4 Jan (D. 
Dister) and one 30 Jan in ZaneS\;Ue (C. 
C rook). 

Horned G rebe: A handful persisted. One was 
at WelJington Res, Lorain 2 Jan (B. 
Morrison), another a1 Roclcy Fork SP 4 
fan (D. Dister ). one at Avon Lake 31 Jan 
(G Miller)- I Feb (V. Fazio), and another 
at Camp Dennison. Hamilton 3 l Jan (S. 
Corbo). 

Red-necked Grebe: otable was one 4- 12 Jan 
(B. Foppe.mobs) at Camp Dennison. 

Northern Gannet: Best numbers since 1947-
48. Fim-year birds era bed inland in 
Seneca 3 Dec ( 1. Rutger fide \I. Fazfo, 
expired 4 Dec) and in Ashland(N. 
Th omas.fide T. LesUe, expired 10 Dec). 
An imm a1 Lorain on the late date of 10 
Jan was documented for the OBRC. 
Undocumented repons of other imm birds 
came from Lake I and 6 Dec and 
Cuyahoga 12 Dec. 

American White Pelican : Quite unexpected 
was an imm seen 20 (J . Stenger ) and 21 
Jan in Da)'!On (B. Foppe); likely the same 
bird was found (J . Hays) over the Ohio R 
(thus in Kentucky) 24 Jan. Conceivably, 
the same bird was involved in an earlier 
sighting 24 Dec at GLSM (E. Stahl fide 
K. Wolters). 
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Double-crested Cormorant: A few stayed at warm-waler outlets along Lk Erie. as three at Lorain 14 
Jan (J . Pogacnik) or at Avon Lk 6 Feb (P. Lozano). or in open water further sou1h. as one at EFSP 
18 Jan (J . Leitman) or in Morgan 28 Jan (C. Crook). 

American Bittern: M. Troyer documented one a1 ML Ea1on_ W~·ne on 14 Dec: S. Ricbards found 
anotlter in 8" of snow at Willard WA in Huron 29 Dec. 

Great Blue Heron: Notable were 82 at Medusa Marsh. Erie 19 Feb (P. Sherwood fide V. Fazio); five 
nest sites had been claimed at the CVNP as early as 2 Feb (D&A Chasar). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Traditional Toledo winier roosts yielded only six (Toledo CBC 15 Dec). 
An adult was along the Cuyahoga R in Cleveland 28 Feb (L. G ardeUa). 

Black Vulture: L Yode r found four in NW Coshocton 15 Dec. CBCs for w. Hamilton found 19 on 22 
Dec (N. Keller) and for Cincinnati 16 on 29 Dec (J . Stenger). J . Fry had 15 in Fairfield 13 Jan. 
H. Nagy 56 near the Granville. Licki11g roost 15 Jan, D. Dister seven huddled by the Hueston Wds 
SP lodge chimney 18 Jan, B. Foppe 30 from a Clem10111 roosl 25 Jan. and L. Dornan - 12 near the 
New Concord, Muskingum roost 26 Feb. 

Turkey Vulture: Late migran1s included 30 at Hueston Wds SP I Dec (J. Stenger) and one in 
Trumbull 8 Dec (D&J Hochadel). In the absence of reports from A1he11s, the high count was 115, 
from Millersburg (CBC 14 Dec). Other roost counts included 23 near Granville 15 Jan (H. Nagy) 
and 20 near ew Concord 21 Feb (E. o.ively). Bizarre was one O\'er Gordon Pk in Cleveland 3 
Jan {G Leidy). 

G reater Whi te-fronted Goose: One was at Clear Fk Res. Richland 12 Jan (J . Herman.fide S. 
Snyder ). Eight on 9 Feb at Cowan Lk. Climo11 (E. Roush) ended al I 0 there 15 Feb ( P. Gardner). 

S now Goose: ONWR had 40 on 8 Dec. none on 5 Jan. 12 on 2 Feb. and 29 on 3 Mar for the census. At 
MWW. 34 were seen J 7 Dec (F. F rick). and in Delaware 11 on 14 Feb (B. Shi\•ely). Forty-eight 
othe!li were scattered over the period in Clemtont. Oi111011. Franklin, Lake, Muskingum, Ross. 
Warnm. and Wayne. 

Ross's Goose: An adult was s. of Dayton 11 (D. Dister ) through 26 Jan (M. Bus am, m obs); documen
tation is with the OBRC. 

)1ute Swan: Springfield Lk in Summit held 26 on 9 Dec (B&D La ne). thew. Hamilton CBC recorded 
its first ever 22 Dec, 49 were tallied for the Gypsum CBC of I Jan. I 5 along 1he Great Miami R 
was a record high 25 Jan (D. Dis I er ). 20 \Vere in Morgan 28 Jan (C. Crook), and 23 in Erie 15 
Feb(\/, F u io); this exotic species is doing all too well. 

T undra S wan: Over 1200 reported the fillit week of Dec slate~ide. Later ON\VR. where some swans 
winter, had 81 on 8 Dec. 450 on 5 Jan. 21 on 2 Feb, and 93 on 2 Mar (ONWRC). Later birds may 
have dispersed from this or other locations, witness 31 on the Gypsum CBC of I Jan, 52 over 
Fairpon Hbr 4 Jan (G Meszaros), eight on Lake Pippen, Portage 6 Jan (L. Rose he), seven al a 
pond in Clinion 13 Jan (L. Gara). six on the monthly Kelleys Isl census of 25 Jan (T. Bartle ti). 
fi"e in Champaign on 25 Jan (D. O\•eracker), 13 over the CVNP on 29 Jan (G Leidy). eight at 
Sheldon Marsh SNP I Feb (S. Cagan). and three at Killbuck 1arsh WA 2 Feb (S. Snyder). 1 ine 
adults at BCSP on 21 Feb (D. O\•eracker) were on the way to the breeding grounds. 

Wood Duck; The few later repons came from tbe south. so a drake near Wooster. Wayne on 15 Jan was 
noteworthy (S. Snyder ). 

Cad\u ll : Lingered southward, with 120 at EFSP 7 Dec (N. Cade) and 80 there 18 Jan (J . u bman). A 
few over-wintered, witness six in Champaign 25 Jan (D. Overacker). 15 at Camp Dennison I Feb 
(A. Oliver), and 25 in Greene the same day (J. Brown). Up north. on 5 Jan the ONWR CBC had 
•~o and J . Pogacnik three at LSR. 
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American Wigeon: A few were found mid-win1er in open water. such as one in Zanes,,ille 30 Jan (C. 
Crook). Double figures over-winrered at Camp Dennison (m. obs). 

American Black Duck: The ONWRC tallied 300 on 8 Dec but only single figures thereafter. The 
Columbus CBC counted 728 on 15 Dec. and-900 were in fields in SW Erie 14 Jan ( . Fazio). 
EFSP in Clermo111 harbored 150 on 2 Feb ( '.Keller). and by 18 Feb 125o+ could be found in 
Erie(Fazio). 

MalJard: The fourth most numerous CBC bird at 38.242. High count at one location was 65oo+ in SW 
Erie la1er on 14 Jan (V. Fazio). 

orthem Shoveler: Persisted through lO Jan in double-digit numbers at Camp Dennison in Homilto11 
(mobs). and B. l\for risoo discovered one at Summit Lk on 8 Jan. 

orthern Pintail: Small numbers 4 and 25 Jan at Castalia were expected (C. CaJdweU), but four 
drakes at Welborn Res. Ponoge I Jan were unusual ( B. Morrison). Small numbers " i ntered at 
Camp Dennison (mobs) with a peak of 12 on 13 Feb (B. Foppe). 

Green-winged Teal: Some were at Camp Dennison through 10 Jan, when 12 were seen (S. R.eens). At 
The Wilds, Musking11m on 31 Jan •. B. Morrison noted four drakes, and J. Wans later that day 
eighL 

Can\•asback: o huge aggregations. At LSR, 
315 passed by on l Dec (J . Pogacnik). 
- 700 were offBayshore PP on 6 Jan (G 
Miller) . and on I Feb, V. Fazio rallied 
200+ at Avon Lk. Up to half a doz.en 
win1ered at Camp Deo.nison (mobs). At 
EFSP on 2 Feb, 16 may have represen1ed 
early migrants (N. Keller). Only 96 on 
CBCs. 

Redhead: No large flocks developed. tile 
CBCs tallying only 14 statewide. Over
wintering birds at Camp Deo.nison peaked 
at four I 0 Jan (S. Reeves). On the move 
by 26 Feb. with -50 at Avon Lk ( P. 
Lozano) and 134 on 27 Feb at EFSP (H. 
Armstro.ng). 

Ring-necked Duck: The Cincinnati CBC 
found a local record 558 on 29 Dec. At 
Wellington Res in Lcrain, - 200 remained 

This canvasback lounged around in the 

warm water off E. 72'' Street in Cleveland. 

' Cuyahoga County, on 25 January 2003. 

I Digiscoped photo by Joe Hammond. 
I 

on 2 Jan (S. Snyder), and 26 were at Adams Lk SP in Adams 24 Jan (D. Overuker). Ten to 20 
over-wintered at Camp Dennison. with a high of30 on 13 Feb (B .. Foppe). B. Royse kept track of 
a wintering flock on the Scioto R in Columbus that numbered as high as 150 in Jan and Feb. Up to 
six over-wintered at Lk Pippen in Portage (L. Rasche). wbo called I 20T there on 26 Feb 
"incredible." 

Greater ca up: ODOW aerial sun eys found scaups in higher than normal numbers. though other duck 
spp were down. Close to shore, numbers of this species were less striking, \vith a bigh report of 
170+ at A1100 Lk 18 Feb (V. Fazio). The CBCs found only 190 statewide. Greaters made a good 
showing in the southwes1. with many single-digit reports and 16 in the Great Mianti R in Butler 9 
Feb (M. Bus.am) and 20 at EFSP 26 Feb (F. Renfrow). 

Lesser caup: High count 600+ on 4 Jan at Huron harbor (B. Whan). and numbers low. at least within 
sight of shore. even at warm-water outlets. Six or fewer were regular along the Great Miami R 
throughout Feb (m obs). Twenty at EFSP 26 Feb (F. Renrrow) may well have been returning north. 
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Kine Eider: The las t report of the imm male 
from last season came from Mentor on 18 
Dec (S. Snyder). 

Common Eider: An imm fem, first seen 3 ov 
in Fairport Hbr, completed molting and 
was last seen as ice was closing in the 
harbor 13 Jan (J. Pogaenik). 

Hulequin Duck: No lk Erie reports. A female 
or imm spent 22-29 Dec in SW Toledo 
(M. Anderson, mobs), and probably the 
same bird reappeared at Weir Rapids on 
the Maumee 4 Jan (S. Lauer). S. Tackett 
(fide C. Mathena) found a fem and male 
in Dayton on 12 Jan, both were relocated 
regularly through 26 Jan (M . Busam). 

Surf Scoter: About 25 reported, all along the 
Lk Erie shore, Y><ith high counts of 11 at 
Rocky River 9 Dec (P. Lozano) and of 
five at Avon lk 8 Feb (B. Wh.a.o), where 
two on 26 Feb were the latest reported 
(Lozano). 

Wbj1e-winged Scoter: Fewer than 20 reported, most in Lk Erie. High count three 23 Feb at Avon Lk 
(J. Kuenzli). lnJand. a fem was in Columbus 19 Feb (R. Thorn) and anolher on the same date (C. 
Malhenafide L . Theriault) through the 23"' (J. Lehman) in Dayton. 

Black Scoter: About 15 siateY><ide, all from lk Erie. High count 10 on 9 Dec at Rocky River (P. 
Lozano), the latesl 25 Jan in Cleveland (R. Rickard). wilh none reported in Feb. 

Long-tailed Duck: All reports: two EFSP 4 Dec (B. Stanley), Lk Erie Islands census 16 Dec (J . 
Pogacnik), Gypsum CBC I Jan (V. Fazio), 4 Jan Bay View (C. Caldwell) , 4-10 Jan Lorain (D. 
Sanders, mobs), 6-8 Jan Summit lk (G Bennett, B. 1orrison), 15 Jan--0 Feb Avon lk (L . 
Dornan , P. Lozano), 24 Jan Cincinnati (J . Hays), and l-22 Feb in Butler (S. Fitter fide R. 
Cottrell, M. Busam). 

Bufflehead : A near-record high count of2143 
on the lk Erie Islands CBC I 6 Dec was 
followed by monthly census counts there 
o f984 22 Dec and 545 25 Jan (T. 
Bartlet!). Over-wintered at Camp 
Dennison, Y><ith a peak of 15 !here on 2 Jan 
( 8 . Foppe). Ten were on the Great Miami 
R, Butler on 2 Feb (M. Busam). 

Common Goldeneye: Unremarkable. with a 
high count of 2668 on the ONWR CBC of 
5 Jan. At Bayshore PP in Lucas, 1050 
were present 21 Feb (G Links). Two were 
at the mouth of Killbuck Creek 28 Feb for 
an unusual local record (L. Dornan). 

Hooded 1erganser: R. Thorn counted 150 at 
Hoover Res 21 Dec, and L. Rosche 20 at 
Fa1rpon Hbr 7 Jan. Their over-wintering 
numbers at Camp Dennison peaked at I 0 
on 10 Jan ( . Reeves). 
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Common Merganser: The largest counts were 2750 off Huron 4 Jan (B. Whan). I 150 offONWR 6 
Jan (V. Fazio). and 365o+ in Erie 13 Jan (Fazio). 

Red-breasted M erganser: High count came from 5 Jan. when 5274 passed LSR (J . Pogacnik). V. 
Fazio counted 46oo+ over a couple of miles of lakefront in Erie on 9 Jan. umbers fell off 
drastically as lhe Lake froze thereafter. 

Rud.dy Duck: Sparsely reponed from the usuaJ spots, the highest number by far the 85 on the I Jan 
Gypsum CBC. Four were around 5 Jan for the ONWR CBC, and L. Rosche reported up to six 
wintering at lk Pippen in Portage. 

Osprey: E. Sojvely reported the first returning bird at The Wilds in Muskingum 27 Feb. 

Bald Eagle: Continues to increase. 01able counts included 63 on an unspecified date during the first 
half of Jan in Muddy Creek Bay adjacent to Sandusky Bay during an ODOW aerial survey. 12 
(four ad) in one spot in river bonoms in Scioto 13 Feb (D. Todt.fide B. Sparks), and a record six 
for the Kelleys Island census 25 Jan (T. Ba rtlet!}. ODOW's informa.I Jan survey garnered 304 
birds in 45 counties, Y><ith 167 adult birds and 137 immatures. 

' orthern Harrier: Present in expected numbers: CBCs found 285. vs 200 last year. 295 the year 
before, and 3 15 the year before thaL 

Nort hern Goshawk: One was in northern Union on 26 Jan ( . Fazio). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Nearly unanimously. observers, contrary to widespread alarms about impacts 
of the West Nile virus on raptors in Ohio. report this and other hawks are flourishing. L. Rosche 
called it 'very widespread. and continues to increase in NE Ohio." 

Rough-legged Hawk: Perhaps a bit less 
numerous than usual. but with decent 
numbers in the south. High counl was 
eight, at The Wilds in Muskingum 5 Feb 
(H.Nagy). 

Golden Eagle: Present in winter continuously 
since 1996. eagles at The Wilds in 
Muskingum numbered three. one ad and 
two imm (A. Parker .mobs). 

Merlin: - Twenty reponed statewide, Y.~th the 
high count three at Calvary Cem in 
Cleveland (L. Gardella, 26 Jan). A bird 
returned to Spring Grove Cem in 
Cincinnati on 9 Jan ( '. Cade). 

Virginia Rail: Spring-fed wetlands harbored 
several. The Millersburg CBC of 14 Dec 
located three in Holmes, as has become 
traditional. Al SVWA, D. Dister 
discovered one 18 Jan. and by 26 Jan J . 
Lehman had found three al this site as 
well 

C ommon Moorhen: Highly unusual was one 
seen and documented by . Bar:ry et al. 
below lhe Hoover Res dam 15 Dec. 
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American Coot: Hung on al Wellington Res in Lorain. with 107 there 3 Jan( \'. Fazio) and 40 on 12 
Jan ( . nyder ). l... Gardella counted over 100 in the Cuyahoga RID Cle, eland 24 Feb. Like 
many \\ater birds. persisted into mid-Jan in good numbers at Camp Dennison ID Hamilton, with 
800 on 7 Dec (N. Cade) and 400 on 9 Jan (F. Renfro~·). 

andhilJ Crane: 0\'er 2000 birds reported in western Ohio dunng the first two \\eeks of December. 
with a high count of - 500 over Darke on the 10"' (fide R. chieltz). Fe"" report:. were made 
thereafter. the most interesting of two in Pickaway on 4 Feb (J . F11 ). 

Killdeer: CBCs totaled 89. versus 960 last winter. Most deep-\\ inter repons came from the south. v.ith 
a single-site high offhe from Butler 19 Jan (.\J . Busam). On 21 Feb, birds appeared in the north. 
with two at Bayshore (G. Links) and perhaps the same two at MBSP (\'. Fuio) 

Purple aodpiper: Scarc:e. One brought 
observers 10 HBSP Fairport Hbr from 1 
(B. Barchus) through 19 Dec (G. 
Beonl'lt). Two were een on the r I: Erie 
Islands CBC of 16 Dec (J. Pogacnik). and 

. Barber glimpsed one at E. 7'1 .. St in 
C le\eland 19 Dec. 

Donlin: Two lingered at Walnut Beach, 
Ashtabula 7 Dec (G. Leid) ). 

Wilson's oipe: High count v. as eight for the 
Millersburg CBC m Holmes 14 Dec. The 
same day four were a t the Cuyahoga 
airport for B. Finkelstein D. Overacker 
found one ID Clark on 28 Dec. 

mericao Woodcock: A rare rrud-Jan report 
came from Woodbury WA m Coshocton 
(D. St. John fide R. Harlan). 

Jaeger sp.: B. Barchus et al. spotted a d istant 
jaeger at E. 72oJ St m Cleveland 1 Dec. 

Little Gull: Sparse. J . Pogacnik had one adult 
I Dec and two 19 Jan at LSR, as well as 
tv. o each at Eastlake PP on 13 and 19 Jan. 
Another was at Fairport Hbr 21 Dec (C. 
Holtjide L. Rosche). 

Black-headec! Gull: An adult seen 19 Jan at 
LSR was documented for theOBRC. 

Bonaparte's GuU: Peaked at -6000 at E. 72 St in ClcYeland 14 Dec ( l... Ro che). By Jan, peak 
numbers \\Cre - 1200 m Lucas (G. MilJer) and I 082 at LSR the 19 (J. Pogacnik). A few. as many 
as 30+ (Ro che. 19 Jan) haunted E. 72 .. St through Jan. Inland, remarkable were two at Rocky 
Forl.. SP on 4 Jan ( D. Dister) and one at EFSP 25 Jan (D. Graham). 

Rlni:-hilled Gull: Began a retreat from Lk Erie in tale Dec. and thew. Hamilton CBC could record a 
record 2455 btrds on the 22...i (N. KeUer). Last year the CBCs tallied 163.633. and this year 

(J) 

I \0,000. hu1 numbers were way down after mid-Jan. Lynds Jones said m the Wilson Bulletin a 
hun1lrcd year1' ago that "the species has been all but unkno"'11 in Ohio," and such was the case 
on'c aga1D after 11 gol really cold. 
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California Gull: An adult al Loram 14 Jan was documented for the OBRC. 

Herring Gull: Far more prominen1 than usual at the Lakeshore. Last year·s CBCs counted 10.645. bu1 
this year 44.460. and they became more dominant as the w1.nter progre sed. 

Thayer' s Gull: Birds of all age classes widely reported from the Maumee R rapids to Ashtabula. High 
count three 22 Jan al E. 72 St in Cle\·eland (B. \\Inger). 

Iceland Gull: Birds of all age classes. dominated by young ones, widely reported from the ~1aumee R 
rapids to Ashtabula. lhgh count four. 19 Jan at A, on Lk PP ( B. Whan) and 22 Jan al E. 72 St m 
Cleveland(\ '. Fazio). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Present in good numbers. "1. Anderson had four on 15 Dec m Toledo, and 
'. Barber four m Cle\·elaod Lhe same day. High count 10-12 in the Sandusky Bay area I Jan(\'. 

Fazio). '"ilh eight ID Lorain 14 Jan lJ. Pogacnik) and six atA\OD Lk 19 Jan (B. Whan). 

Glaucous G uU: Many een across the 
LakefronL wilh high counts of 12 at A,·oo 
Lk 18 Feb (V. Fazio), eight-10 in 
Cle\ eland 24 Jan (K. MetcaH). and eight 
there 22 Jan (Fazio). Birds younger than 
adults predommated, as usual. 

Great Black-backed Gull: As long as open 
''ater remained oearshore in the western 
basm. :b many as 750 could be found near 
Sandusky Bay(\'. Fuio. I Jan). but later 
lhe remarkable numbers were eastward. 
\\ith nearly 1300 m Lorain 14 Jan (J. 
Pogacnik). - 900 in Cle\ eland on 24 Jan 
( K. Metcalf). and I 040 a l Avon Lk 18 Feb 
(Fazio). 

Black-legged Kitthuke: The E. 72..i St bird in 
Cle,eland stayed through 12 Dec(G 
Miller). 

Common Tern: One str.iggled by LSR u11 8 
Dec (J . Pogacnik). 

Long-eared Owl: G. Leid} had one at Dike 14 on 14 Dec. the Toledo CBC another the following day, 
and J . Pogacnik btrds on 19 Dec and 12 Jan in Loke. One was al ONWR 21 Dec (J&J Volker) 
through 3 Jan (0 . Fri k ), J . Grabmeier found one at Lake La Su An WA in Willwms 28 Dec. G. 
Miller one at K.PWA 3 Jan (where T. Archdeacon found five 16 Jan). and K. Schielt:z (fide R. 
Scbieltz) anolher m Darke 14-20 Feb. 

hon-eared 0~1: FITS! found at KPWA 9 Dec (R. Troutman). peaking at only three on 3 Feb (D. 
Graham). Birds at the VOA in Butler peaked at four on 16 Jan ( . Reeves). Five were at Bl\\'A on 
16 Jan (T. Archdeacon). The lugh count was six near Elkton in Columbiana 19 Jan (B&D Lane). 
One was in Warren on 21 Feb (A. Morrison). 

"'orthern Saw-~bet 0~1: Only one at a time could be found at KPWA 3 Jan (G -'tiller) through 3 Feb 
(D. Graham). One stayed put in Delaware 20 Dec-6 Feb (J . Fry). and another was reliable at 
Gilmore Ponds, Butler 2 FelH:op ( J. Busam. m obs). 
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WHAN 

Rufous Hummingbird: Unprece.dented were eight from the previous period: the Carroll fem through 5 
Dec (D. Ru d fide S. Snyder). !he Franklin fem through 6 Dec (S. Langendorfer). the Hamilton 
male through 8 Doc (G&K Rodocker). the Clermont fem lhrough28 Dec (C. Johnson), the 
Wooster fem through 4 Jan (S. Snyder}. the Adams fem through 8 Jan (C. Bed el), the Kidron male 
through 14 Jan (R Vandersall), and the Logan fem sening a state record for late stay of 18 Jan 
(D. Daniel). 

Rufous!Allen 's H ummingbird: A hatch-year male remained in Madeira. Hami/con through 29 Dec 
(fide A . Chartier). 

Hummingbird sp.: Videotape from 21 Jan of a hummingbird in Oak Hill, Jackson was further 
unidentifiable: the bird had been present "all fall~ (M . Ball}. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Plentiful this season. likely as a result of a good mast crop. especially red 
and pin oaks and beech. High count I 0 in ClermonJ 15 Dec (J . Hays). This season's CBCs 
amassed 293 birds, versus 154. 115, and 198 for !he pre,rious three. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Plentiful as well. Twenty-two reported. mostly in the southern half of the 
state. with the northernmost in Lakewood 21 Jan (S. Wright). 

Eastern Phoebe: Reports after mid-Dec came only from the southernmost reaches of the state, and 
none from Jan there, but remarkable was a new late record for the Toledo area set by one seen near 
the airport on 5 Jan (M. And erson). 

Lo"erhead Shrike: Seen by mobs during the period, the KPWA individual was last reported by R. 
Schieltz et al. on 5 Jan. 

Northern Shrike: Somewhat less numerous this ,,...jnter, reported in nine counties as far south as 
ll)•andot (29 Jan J , Brumfield) and Holmes (24 Feb L. Yoder). 

Blue J ay: I 08 on the 5 Jan ONWR CBC was a record high locally. 

American C row: 12.000 were in Springfield for the Clark CBC, and 25,000 counied al the Cincinnati 
roosl 23 Jan (F. R enfrow). The 1999-2000 Ohio CBCs counted 69,079. the 2000-01 CBCs 68,959, 
last year's 71.013. and this year's 39.978. 

Horned Lark: High counts included a flock of 455 in Sandusk)' 6 Jan (V. Fazio) and - 1300 in wesLern 
Hamilton on 15 Feb (P. Wharto.n). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Fourteen reponed. nearly all from areas where this scarce breeder nested. 
The CBCs toLaled 59 reports, vs. 433 last ,,...jutcr. 

Brown Cr ttper : High single-location counts came mostly from Jan. lOpped by 6-7 at the Greeolawn 
Dam in Columbus on the 15,. (R. Thorn): this winter's CBC numbers far outdistanced recent ones 
with518. 

Carolina W ren: The ONWR CBC reported a local record-high 24 birds on 5 Jan. Many reponers 
remarked on this species' ability to sun.jve in deep snow during this season. 

Winter Wren : Fairly widespread through the period. ,\.jth most birds to the south. Three were at Dike 
14, however, on 3 Jan (G. Leidy). and cwo on 15 Jan and one on 19 Jan at Mosquito Res (C. 
Babyak). 

Golden-crowned Kinglea: High single-point couoL I 0 in Cuyahoga 4 Jan (G. Leidy). 

R uh) ·Crowned Kinglet: Jan reports included two in Rocky River the 12"' (N. Walesch). one in 
Ca"alta the 13,. (J . Larson), and one in Pike the 30"' (G. Miller ). 
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Hermjt Thrush: Twenty-five reponed outside of the CBCs was above average in a harsh winter. ot 
all were in the south. witness two in the CVNP 12 Jan (D&A C hasar ), and one the following day 
in Castalia (J . Larson). Further south however, J. Grabmeier's bird in Columbus 21 Dec was 
found dead 6 Feb. 

American Robin: Most who meoiioned the species regarded it as unusually abundant this winter. 

Gray Catbird: The CBC total was 20 birds: for the previous three much milder winters the totals were 
eight, three. and four. The latest reported came from SVWA on 26 Jan (J . Lehman); there were no 
Feb reports. 

Northern 'lockingbird: Continued to be reported in steadily increasing numbers in the northern 
regions of the state. 

Brown Thrasher: Teo reports other than the CBCs, mostly in southern counties. but one was in 
Madison 18 Jan (B. Sparks) and one at HBSP 16 Feb (L. Rosche). 

European Starling: Their numbers constituted nearly 20% of all birds on the CBCs. They' re tlt:cliuing 
in Europe, and we stand ready to supply replacemems as needed. 

American Pipit: This species may winter here more often than we detect it; snow cover this season 
may have concentrated them where they could more easily be found. The CBCs found 239 (vs. 
108 last year, 59 the year before), and over-wintering seemed likely at least in Fairfield. where J , 
Watts had a flock of 33 on both 3 and 20 Jan. 

Yellow-throated Warbler : A fifth winter Ohio record was a bird in Holmes 18 (N. L o\'i e et al.) 
through 19 Jan (B. Morrison). Subspecies was not documented. and photos sixm inconclusive in 
this regard. 

Pine Warbler: An extTilordinary five birds 
were reponed: in Columbus 9 Dec (P. 
Gardne r), Findley SP 2 Jan (8 . 
Morrison). 3 Jan Gordon Pk in Cleveland 
(G. Leidy), 3 Jan and previous - two 
weeks in Ross (B. Bosstic), and also in 
Ross 30 Jan (G. Miller). 

Ovenbird: A bird frequented a Columbus 
feeder 3-4 Dec (D. Snapp. ph) for a very 
rare record. 

American Tree Sparrow: ormal in numbers 
and distribution. L . Roscbe reponed that 
~hundreds, if not thousands"' wintered in 
Portage. 

Field Sparrow: In good numbers, with counts 
highest from CBCs in the southernmost 
counties, as well as in Holmes and 
Tuscarawas. 

Savannah Sparrow: Ragersville birders found 24 of the state's total of28 for the CBCs. B. Morrison 
had one al KPWA 5 Jan and another 20-30 Jan in Slark. Two were in Fairfield 27 Feb (J . Watts). 

Fox Spa.rrow: R. Thorn reported a very dusky-plumaged bird at Blacklick Wds MP in Fra11kli11 4 Dec 
(later ph P. Raver) that appeared to be of one of the western races. Further north, one was in Srark 
22 Jan ( P. Soehnlen), one in Parma 15 Jan-eop (D. Le Gallee), and another in Twinsburg. Summit 
16 Jan (L. Rasche). 
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Lincoln's Sparrow: One was satisfactorily 
documented for a rare record oo the 
Cincinnati CBC 29 Dec (J. Stenger). 

Swamp Sparrow: Found in good numbers in 
the soulhem counties and the Lk Erie 
marshes. and during Jan to the 26'" at N. 
Chagrin MP (K. Metcalt) and on 2 Feb in 
the CVNP (G Leidy). 

Lapland Longspur: lo fair numbers in the 
north. though large Marion flocks near 
KPWA failed to materialize. lo the south. 
two were io Preble 26 Dec (S. Reeves) 
and w. Hamilton numbers peaked at five 
15 Feb (P. Wharton). CBCs tallied only 
208. 

Snow Bunting: Resembled the previous 
species in occurrences. The southernmost 
repon came from Delaware, with two oo 
25 Dec (M. England). V. Fazio's winter 
censuses found 140 in Sandusky 12 Jan. 
315 in Henry on 14 Jan, and - I JO in Wood 
on 18 Jan. 

\NHAN 

Red-wi.nged Blackbird: L. Deininger bad 1000+ in Wayne on 9 Dec. Five singing males at MBSP 21 
Feb(\'. Fazio) were probably newly arrived. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Sadly scarce as usual lately, with a high count of 20 on 19 Feb in Hardin (V. 
Fazio). 

Rusty Blackbird: As usual, more plenteous to the south. with high counts of 75+ at Gilmore Ponds, 
Bwler on I Jan ( if. Busam) and So+ in Clermont 23 Jan (D. Morse). The farthest north were two 
in Twinsburg, Summit 16 Jan (L. Roscbe). 

Common Grackle: The high count was - 15,000 at Camp Dennison. Hamilton on 12 Jan (J. Hays). 

Purple Finch: Unusually scarce. The Cincinnati CBC, for example, found not a one, though they'd 
recorded it oo 54 of the 55 previous counts (J. St.enger). 

Pine Siskin: Scattered repons totaled fewer than 40 statewide. the high count of four coming from the 
Cincinnati CBC (J. Stenger). 

House parrow: The ONWR CBC fell short this year, finishing fourth (after three counts io Canadian 
prairie provinces) with only 4694 house sparrows. Some consolation c.ame from their 132 birds per 
party-hour. highest io N. America for the species. 
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