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nth Covor: nw. Calliope hummingbird was photographed in Chillicothe, Ro" 
c 1•11111\ 1111 \II Ol.loht.:r 2002 by Bill Bosstic and Joe McMahon. 

Autumn 2002 Overview 
Bil/Whan 
223 East Tulane Road, Columbus, OH 43202 
danielel@iwaynet.net 

Thi memorable autumn followed the nalion • third hottest summer--cooler 
than only the Du t Bowl years of 1934 and 1936-with an abnormally hot August 
and September. A cold and windy November with a relentless series of cold fronts 
clo ed out the period. and brought some noteworthy raritie . from tiny humming­
bird to looming gannets. During the season a remarkable 30 I specie were reported 
in Ohio. a till more remarkable 19 of them review pecie (two of them regrettably 
undocumented). One. accepted by the Ohio B ird Records Committee, was new to the 
tate Ii t. 

Severe drought in the outheastem states may have sent ome wader north, 
tarring our record-breaking quartet of poonbill . Waterfowl tended to arrive late. 

and hardly in number lo brag about, e pecially divers. but the two eastern eider 
specie put in long tay on the Lake Erie hore, remaining available to birders while 
miraculously avoiding gunners. law-abiding and otherwi e. Shorebird in decent 
numbers benefited from three pots on the Lake Erie hore-Conneaut harbor. 
Sheldon Marsh State Nature Pre erve, and the Crane Creek estuary at Onawa 
National Wildlife Refuge-still open, however narrowly. to natural fluctuations in 
Lake levels. In addition, Pickerel Creek Wildlife Area and a couple of pots out in 
Paulding County's expan e of com and beans surpri ed ob ervers with mudflat 
habitat and some nice record . 

Late-lingering rub) -throated hummingbird perhap kept nectar feeders out long 
enough to attract we tern pecie in their wandering , including an astoni bing 12 
confirmed rufous or rufous/AJlen's and our first Calliope. Passerines were mo tly 
reported as disappointing in numbers. Neotropical migrants seemed to have reacted 
to the notably cold, wet spring (remember al l those rose-breasted grosbeaks at 
feeders when insects were hard to find?) followed by a hot. dry summer with 
reduced productivity. Early portents for winter finch numbers were di mal but not 
surprising; we have recently grown u ed to looking for numbers of the e pecie 
only in winters that begin in odd-numbered years. 

Some alarming reportS led to concern about the effect of the West Nile viru on 
bird populations. People were led to pre ent more bird corpses to official . to ascribe 
all mortalities or transient fluctuations in reported numbers to the virus. and to 
uppo e any effect would be permanent. Among officialdom, mortality among birds 

demonstrated to harbor the virus was often attributed to the pathogen (rather than 
pollutants. for example), and spraying to control mo quitoes (apparently not the only 
vector of the disease) harmed bird populations. Effect on hor es and zoo animals 
were better documented. Fact are much needed. We may learn more about effects 
on wild bird population after the upcoming Chri tmas Bird Counts are completed 
and carefully analyzed. 

The Reports follow the taxonomic order of the 711> edition of the AOU Check-list 
of Nonh American Birds ( 1998). including the 42"" (July 2000) and 43ni (July 2002) 
Supplements. Underlined name of species indicate tho eon the OBRC Review List; 
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documentation c, needed to add repons of the e pecies to official state records. or 
to attributed records in the Reports. When upplied, county name appear italici;:.ed. 
Unle numbers are pecified. ighting refer to single bird . Abbreviation . conYen­
tion . and ymbols used in the Reports hould be readily understood, with the 
po sible exception of the following: BCSP=Buck Creek SP in Clark; BIWA=Big 
lsland WA in Marion; BSBO=Black Swamp Bird Ob ervatory: CCE= Crane Creek 
estuary in Ottawa NWR: CPNWRC=monthly census at Cedar Point NWR in Lucas; 
CV P=Cuyahoga Valley National Park in Cuyahoga and Summit: Dike 14=the 
Gordon Park impoundment in Cleveland: EFSP=East Fork SP in Clem10111: eop=end 
of the period. in this case 30 Nov 2002: EHSP=East Harbor SP in Ottawa; fide='·in 
tru 1 of:' said of data conveyed on behalf of another person: GLSM=Grand Lake St 
Mary in Mercer and A11glai;:.e, HBSP=HeadJands Beach SP in Lake; 
HBSNP=HeadJands Beach SNP in Lake: Killbuck=KilJbuck Marsh WA in Wayne 
and Holmes; KPWA=Killdeer Plains WA in Wvandot: LSR=Lake hore Reservation 
(MP) in Lake; Magee=Magee Marsh WA in Ottall'a and Lucas; MBSP=Maumee Bay 
SP in Lucas; MP=Metropark: m obs:many ob erver: MWW=Miarni-Whitewater 
Wetland in Hamilton: NWR= ationaJ Wildlife Refuge: OBRC=Ohio Bird Records 
Committee: ODOW=Ohio Di vi ion of WLldlife: ONWR=Ottawa NWR in Oltall"a 
and Lucas; ONWRC=monthJy bird census at Ottawa NWR: PCWA=Pickerel Ck WA 
in Sandusky: ph=photograph: Re =Re ervoir; Res·n=Re ervation; SF=State Fore t; 
S P=State Nature Pre erve: SP=State Park: SVWA=Spring Valley WA in Greene 
and Warren: WA=Wildlife Area. 

Corrigenda 
The little blue heron of 20 Jul 2002 was not found in Momgomery. but the 

observers could not be reached to determine whether it was in Greene, Warren. or 
Butler. The daily number of purple finches reported thi ummer in Mahoning was 1-2. 

For the Record 
Here are noteworthy reports from earlier date in 2002 (except where otherwise 

noted) that for one reason or another escaped our notice: 

Northern Harrier: One was at Woodbury WA m Coslux:tm1 on 15 Jun (A. Yoder). 

Sor.i: An :idult and chid were noted in a mar.;h in Ashlmul 6 Jun (B. Burnett). 

Willet: J. Lehman had one at the renowned shorebml Mecca of Crown City WA UI1<nma/Gallia. on 
13 Jul 

Pectoral andpiper: VCT) earl) to return. and perhaps a failed breeder. wa.~ a female at FaiJport Hbr on 
29 Jun (R. Rannikman). 

Blue-beaded Vireo: One was qmle early on I Apr in Shawnee SF this year (8. Royse). 

Yello1t-rumped '"''arbler: An "Audubon·s·· was at Magee 27 Apr (J. Sawnl). 

Ba,y-breastcd Warbler: J. Grabmeier bad a singing male in Columbu.-. 17 Jun. 

Smith"s Lonwor: E. A. Yoder reported a bin! seen 2-3 Apr 2CXXJ on~ farm in n~_mt' that. while be 
ad.nowledged the details arc 00{ wholl) sati.sfact<>r), 3UOOgl) sugge<iled this species. The date is 
nghl but it would be a fiISI =ml for the region. We hope Cardma/ readers will ~iew the fearwes 
on tlus species in the Spring LISUC. and conduct some intensive searchel> for Smith"s in late Mar and 
earl> Apr this pnng. ~ 
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Bill Whan 
223 East Tulane Road Columbus. OH 43202 
danielel@r.Naynet.net 

Red-throated Loon: First noted 20 Ocl al LSR. wilh another 24 Nov (both J. Poga.cnik). One was off 

Kelleys Isl 16 Nov([. Ba rtlett). and four there 23 ov (Bartlett jidt' V. F azio). while Pogacnik 
l\3d anodler off MBSP on 28 Nov. Inland. birds were at Delaware Res 4 'ov (B. bh-ely) and U 
Lemon. Hamilton. 9 Nov (N. Keller ). 

Common Loon: 2600+ reponed. A local recocd early bird on 10 Sep in Paulding (D~I Dunakin) 
might have been summering elsewhere oeamy: certainly one at KPWA oo 3 Aug~ doing so (B. 

Foppe). Other in.land sues had big numbers in mid· ov: 184 at Oear Fk Res (J. Hennan) the 16-: 
170+ at Hoover Res (R. 1bom) the 17": 496 over Holmes(£. A. Yoder) the 18*; and 768 over 
Parma Hes (S, Zadar) the 19"'. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Bred ~ly. High count 31 31 Metzger Marsh WA 14 Sep (R. Harlan, • 
Wagner ). Three remained at Seneca Lk, Noble, 26 Nov (8 . Glick). 

Homed Grebe: Scanty this fall Slatcwide. the most Jl(){e~onhy number by far 117 off Kelley ltj 2~ 
Nov ( . Fazio). 

Red-necked Grebe: Most along U Enc: Oeveland 2-5 Nov ( . Zadar). Rocky River 9 Nov (R. 
Rogers). and Eastlake JO O\' (C. pagooli). Inland. a likel) first record for Richfa11d was one 26 
Nov (J. Herman) to 29 'ov (S. nyde r ) at Oear Fk Res. 

Eared Grebe: J, Pogamik l\3d one al Conneaut 28 Sep. and G. Miller birds ai Rocky River Pl 1-t 
O\ and FaiJport Hbr 26 'ov. Repons came from 20 Nov in Oe\'eland (S. Zadar) and 29 1 ov in 

.Mentor. lalce (G. Leid}'). 

Northern Gannet: A great year for gannets began 16 'ov. with a first-fall bird at Roel')' River Pie (K. 
Metcalf. m obs). Accepted by the OBRC. Another ~cot undocumented. 

Brown P elican: 1 me repons, mos1 of them second-band (jide A. Wormington). emerged of what was 
probably a single imm bird ranging berween the Lk Ene Islands and Maumee Bay. They spanned the 

period from 9 Jun (P. Froehlich) to 23 Sep (crew of S. B:iss Isl feny fide N. Bixler). R. Duktig 
photographed an imm off Toledo 22 Aug. Accepted by the OBRC. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Counts of 25,000+ on 28 Sep (CPNWRC) and 22.000+ there 10 Oct (J. 

McConnac) exceed all other!. pre"ious.. Good inland numbers were 220 31 Hoover Res 21 Oc1 (R. 

1born), 250-300 in Cincinnati 28 Oct (D. Brinkman). and 258 at Fr.ndlay Res 29 Oct. One was at 
EFSP a. late as 28 'ov (D. Mor.;e). 

American Bittern: One possible breeder was spotted by D. Overack er at PCWA 3 Aug. All others 

were probable migrants in a short Oct span: the 9" and 13"' al N. Oiagrin Res"n (K. l\letcalf), the 

ICY' at Magee (J . MC'Connac), and the 13"' at Gilmore Ponds. Burler (D. Brinkman). 

Least Bittern: S~ly reported, ~ith a late one 13 Oct at ONWR (J&M Kraus, ph). 

Great Egret.: V. Fazio tallied 440+ in tMie Erie locations 30 Aug. and 395 Cl"O"'ded Medusa Marsh 12 
Sep (B. Whan). Inland. 16 were at Dillon Res 5 Aug (M. Bowman), rl at BIWA 13 Aug (J. 

Hammond). a local record (JO on 23 Aug a1 Gilmore Ponds L Busam). and 23 on 8 Sep in 
.~faho11ing (B .• J ones). The 3 Nov ONWRC had~. and the last repon came from 5 Nov at 
Sheldon Marsh (G. Leidy). 
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