
OH, WHAT A MONTH IT WAS! 

Cwt Dusthuner tallied l 00 species on the last da}' of the month with rough­
legged hawk at The Wilds. and was able to claim a "two-phoebe wimer," drifting 
outh to Tar Hollow SP for the eastern. 

Tom Bartlett reached his 100 species by the end of the month as well, and bad 
ucb fun doing it that be continued seeing l 00 pecies every month for the re:!>t of 

1998. Much like the bunny of the famous advertisement, be just kept on "ticking." 
Jim Reyda and Ed Pierce dutifully networked the sightings of others and ended 

with lo<J and 108 species respectively, when Jim saw the field sparrow that popped 
out of the bru. h, and then back in forever. before Ed could get an eye on it. 

This friendly competition against the clock shows that the most compulsi\·e 
Minnesotans and Californians have nothing on us. The fun of reaching an unusually 
lofty birding goal can occupy us nearly totally when the chance is there. Anyone for 
a game of Ohio monthly life lists? · 

Ed Pierce 
1338 Harrington Rd. 
Akron, OH 44319 
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Spring 1998 Overview 
by Bill Whan 

After such an extraordinarily mild winter. it seemed natural to expect as 
extraordinary a spring migration. And so it might have been. had we been pri\ ileged 
to witness iL As it was. continued warm weather. diminished stopover habitat for 
shorebinb. and favorable winds zipped many northbound migrants through Ohio in 
a hurry. often by night or high above us. and in many ways the migration was a 
lackluster affair. No doubt we had any number of early arrivals. and very few late 
ones. but there were no notable fallouts. no remarkably high counb of birds. and few 
amazing ')·ou should have been here yesterday!" migratol) e\ents. Indeed. '\\oe 
might have een still earlier arrivals. but birds involved in such overflight:> may 
never have couched down here. Research is beginning to reveal a trend toward 
earlier migration among man) species. and ornithologists arc wondering if tempera­
tures may be more decisive for some species than length of daylight as a spur to 
migration. Species dependent upon flying in! ects seem good candidates in this case. 
and extensive research by Peter Dunn at the University of Wisconsin bas shown cree 
swallows are ne ting on average nine days earlier than they did fifty y~ ago. 

The se<bon·s most dramatic weather event was an enonnous storm on 9 April 
that brought hail and heavy ram statewide (4 inches in six hours in places), but was 
especially violent along the western Lake Erie shore. where many trees were blown 
down and low areas flooded by an extra 43" of U: Erie water blown in by its winds. 
The Magee Marsh bird trail. for example. was inaccessible without wading for 
everal days. and not opened to the public in its entirety until 22 April. Though 

doubtless hampering obsen·er co,erage of the migration in this area. the stonn • s 
most important effect on migrating birds was probably the flooding of agricultural 
fields close to the managed marshes. resulting in . ome marginal but usable foraging 
areas for migrant shorebirds. Areas such as low-lying farmland southeast of the 
intersection of Routes 2 and 19 and some bean fields along Pad Colony Road we:!>t 
of Reno Beach attracted a lot of birds, and a lot of observers. 

Overall. the. eason was quite warm statewide, with no snow in April or May. 
Spring's unaccustomed wannth was no abrupt departure: e\en Cleveland had 
received only 0.2" of snow rn February. Especially warm was Ma}'. with tempera­
tures in Oeveland 6.4"F above normal: the figure was 6.l"F in Columbus and 3.7"F 
in Cincinnati. April averaged quite wet. in large part due to the aforementioned 
storm. with Cincinnati's precipitation a full 6.ff' above normal. Waterfowl. espe­
cially the cold-tolerant species and many others breeding north of us. passed through 
very quickly. Some shorebirds found stopover sites in fields. and Lorain's harbor 
impoundment continued as the best spot for shorebirds in the state. albeit with a 
omewbat disappointing 19 <;pecies reported O\'erall. Some exciting lari& were 
een-three jaegers. plus black-headed and mew gulls. At least as exciting were 

finds of common raven. Bewick's wren. and Swainson's warbler in the state. All in 
all. 10 Review Species were found. adequately documented. and accepted to the 
Ohio records. The flood of pa.sserine migrants-orioles, tanagers. warblers, flycatch­
ers, and the hke-did not touch down all that often here, and counts tended to be 
low. with no memorable concentrations. though there was no reason to think their 
real numbers were down. Some obsen·ers expre:!> ed some grump) reservations 
about the season. but for the connoisseur there were many things to savor. 

For instructions about interpreting the report .. see the foot of the Winter 1997-
98 Overview on page 39. 
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Red-throated Loon : An ad m basic plumage was found at Fairport Hbr oo 22 Mar (K. Metcalf); 
apparently entangled in fishing line. it ~on the following day (K. Mesmer.mobs). A 
breeding-plumaged bird passed by Lakcsborc ll.fP on 17 May (J. Pogacnik). 

Common Loon: Appeared in mid-Mar statewide this spring, in singles and small groups. the first ai 

MWA on lhc IS- (C. Holt). Fewer than 20 were seen in l...lc Erie. and none there after mid-May. 
About 120 were reported., ~ith a high of J 4 birds at Alum Ck Res, lklaware, oo 12 May (B. 
Shively). An unusual nwnber stayed O\"CT into the summer season. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Some having wintered in lhc stare. the first migrants appeared in Lale Feb. An unusual 
cooocnttati.oo of 45 showed up at Lake Alma in Vinron oo 8 Apr foe D. Sapienza. 

Homed Grebe: Some wintered here, and migrants had appeared before the period. The bulk of the birds 
mo,·ed through in ?I.hr, ~ith a high of 29 at MW A on the ~ (J &D Hochadel). Few were DOied in 
Apr, but eight birds lingered into May, with a high count of three oo the I~ at Shalersville, Portage 
(L. Roscbe). The last beallhy bird was seen near Fmdlay on 19 May (B. Hardesty). and an 
apparently injwed bird found at Lorain oo 22 May (K. Metcalf) remained there oo lhe JJ• (C. Holt). 
A total of more than 130were1CJ>Olled during the period. 

R~neded Grebe: fo·c birds reported, four of them inland. J. Nisley had the first, at Apple Valley l...lc 
ID Knox OD 26 Mar. One was at Killdeer on 5 Apr (L. Powlick). A breeding-plumaged bird with a 
full book embedded in its neck was found at MW A oo 20 Apr (D&J Hochadel, mobs) and was 
seen thcte as late as 15 May • Brundage). One was a flyby at Lakcshore MP on 26 Apt (J. 
Pogacnik). and ooe came late. staying 12 May (C. Holt) through 17 May (L. Rosche} at 
Shalersville. Portage. 

Eared Grebe: A good showing of four buds. One spent 6-14 1'>1ar al LaDuc Res (N. Kotesovec. mobs). 
Another spent 12 Mar (D. Ferris) through 24 Mar (H. Pe:troschke) in Holden Arborcrum, Lah. One 
was at Eastwood ll ocar Daytoo oo 21 Apr (fide V. Fazio), and a breeding-plumaged bird was off 
Lah OD 14 May (J. Pogacnik). 

American White Pelican: Quite early was ooc at MW A 18-19 Mar (D&J Hochadel). Two were at Lake 
St Marys oo 10 Apr (E. Pittce). Another duo was seen in and over Onav.'ll on 16 May (C. Rieker cc 
al.) and oo J7 May (R. Harlan, S. W;tgner). 

Do~ Cormorant: Isolated birds were found through tbe wintCT, but the first big push of 
migrants began oo 3 I Mar, when P. Lozaoo counlcd 58 off Ocvclaod; OD the following day she saw 
71, and oo 3 Apr 253. Lozano tallied lhc high count at the same spot, 555 oo 15 Apr. Other counts in 
excess of JOO included 500+ at Lake St Marys oo 19 Apr (D, Disttr). -400 oo the 3 May ONWRC. 
and 150 at MW A OD 5 May (J&D Hochadel). 

American Blnem: Early was ooc at Springville Marsh, Seneca, oo l 1'1ar (V . Fazio). In Apr, single birds 
were in Rolruson lhc I t • (L. Schlabadact al.),Arhmson lhc 19"' (B. 1'1acier),MWA on the~ 
(D&J Hochadel). BlW A on the 2CJ'> (Fazio}, and the Shaker l...lcs oo lhc 21• (R. Ricbnl) and lhc 
27* (P. Lozaoo); Mallard Oub Marsh bad three on lhc JO" (Fazio). The latter number diminished to 

two on 6 May (R. Harlan, S. Wagner) and 1.0 one on 9 May (C. Holt). Seen in lhc CVNRA oo 11 
and 17 May (D&A Chasar). 

Least Bittern: Few reportS. Single birds were beard on 3 May at Onawa (R. Harlan, S. Wagner), 17 
May al Sprin~illc Marsh (V. Fazio), and GRW A oo 3 I May (C. Babyak). 

54 The Ohio Cardinal 

SPRING 1998 REPORTS 

Great Blue Heron: By 19 Apr 68 vme al Magee (H&S Hiris). and by 3 May 96 v.crc counted b) 
lhc ONWRC; oo 17 May Magee held 157 (Hirises). D. ChtiaT reported o,·cr 100 DCSI!> in 
Pincry Narrows io the C\Tr\'RA, and D. Best al least three sizeable rookeries ID Geauga. 

Great Egret: After several birds succcssfull) ovCNiotcrcd at Medusa Marsh. surprisingly oo olhcr was 
reported until 27 Mar. when V. Fazio saw one from the hawk tower at Magee. Fifty were on the 
Magee census by J 9 Apr and 88 by 17 May (H&S Hi:ris). Oddl>, among 24 reports the southern­
most came from lhc Wooster area. wi!h rv.o OD 11 ~lay (S. S nyder). 

Snowy Egret: More than 10 birds reported. ocarly all in the 1o11.'CStcro U. Eric marshes. M. Yictoria saw 
lhc first at Onav.'ll on 20 Apr. H&S Hi:ris found eight oo lbc 17 May census of Magee Marsh. 
Intriguing was a bird in Buzkr on JO Ma) ~L Basam). 

Little Blue Heron: This species was rcponed widely~ in the western Lk Erie mar.;hcs. All reports: 
one at Pickerington Ponds, Faitfield. on 18-19 Apr (D. Linzell cc al.). ao ad at Pleasant Hill Lk. 
Richland, oa 18 Apr (J . Herman), ooc on 25 Apr at Adams Lk SP (B. Foppe). CV.'O ad at S\'WA m 
Warren oo 25 May ifitk V. Fazio), and still another ad at N. Chagrin Rcs'n. Cuyahoga. oo :!6 f\by 
(K. Metcalf). 

Cattle Egret: All~: five on 13 Apr in Onawa (J. Pogacnik). one oo 30 Apnt MBSP CV. Fazio). 
tbrcc in the hcroary ID Sandu.>k) OD 17 May (R. Barlan. S. Wagner). and ooc ocar Medusa Marsh 
on 3 I l\h) (Hartan, W~). 

G reen Heron: Early birds were in Hamilton on 13 Apr (T . Uhlman) and at Magee on the 14 <ODW 
stafffoh V. Fazio). The bulk oflhc migrants hit the marsh by the last week.of Apr and the fir;t of 
May. The high coun1 at a single venue was fOlll at Killbuck on 19 May (B. Glick). 

Black<rowned Night-Heron: P. Lozano ·s counts of stagmg b~ in downtown Qc,·eland began oo 25 
Mar ~ith five, and lhc high count was 35 on 15 Apr, falling to three by 12 May. H &S Hiris had the 
statc"ide high count of 41 OD lhc 17 May Magee CCDSlh. R. Harian and S. Wagner had two at 
Lorain on 25 May. Al the Mill Creek colony in Hami/Jon., six nest:. "ere counted, then nine 
incubating birds OD 7 May: by lhc cod of the period. howe,·cr, all lhcsc nests had been abandoned (J. 
Hays). 

Yellow-ao,.ued Night-Heron: Birds fust appeared at lhc Grcenlawn Dam nesting area in Columbus on 
5 Apr (A. GoJoda). 

Glossy Ibis: Three relatively easy-to-identify breeding-plumaged birds appeared. one at MW A oo 5-6 
May (D&J Hochadel). and CV.'O at Mallard Oub Marsh 9 (R. BMlaa. S. Wagner) to l7 May CC. 
Boll). with m obs for all Accepted by the OBRC. 

White-faced Ibis: A brief stay of less lhao a day for three birds. two adults and a subadull. on 26 Apr at 
Salt Fork SP. Gui!msey (P&T Sica ct al.). Acccpced by the OBRC. 

Black Vulture: Beyond lhc traditiooal strongholds in south-central Ohio. seven "ere seen through mid· 
May near lhc U: Buckhorn roost in Holmes ~l&O Troyer). 

Turkey VnJtu:re: Migrants arri''ed during lhe previous season, but the largest numbers. v.ith o,·c.- a 
thousand reported., appeared at the U: Eric shon: in lhc last week of Mar. A nesting-season roost of 
52 was a1 Cowan U. SP on 23 May IL. Gara). 

Greater Wllite-fronled Goose: 1brcc singletons were found at widely-scparalcd spolS: one 1-3 Mar at 
Arcola Ck. Lah (J . Pogacnik). ooc oo 28-29 Mar al BCSP (fok V. Fazio). and another at BIW A on 
20 Apr (Fazio). 
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Snow Goose: A f~ ~through~- but spring·~ tint report came from Killdr:a. v.11crc B&A 
Tuodr fotmd six OOtb on 7 Mar. A !OW of :H were seen. 25 of dxm all al oocc at HBSP on 28 Mar 
(R. Bannikman, fak V. Fazio). aud tbc Is were a duo m-er Killbuck on 9 ~iay ~l&O lroyer). 

Mute Swan: Reported from eight rounties, though Ibey are to be found in mall) more. B&D Lane found 
three ~b ;,i Walborn R~ Srart/Ponage. 

Tundra Swan: Well mxkrw11y by the beginning of the period. tbcrr migranOD CODl.Ulucd apace. -with 
reporb of o\-er 900 birds. 1be high count of 460 came on 1 Mar OD tbc ONWRC. Ten seen at Funt 
oo 24 Mar (C. Holt) V.'tte tbc la.>t. 

Wood Dud: :-:~ting wa.. widerway a.. early as 23 Mar in ~WJ Ck Pk. Mahoning (N. Brundage). The 
high COIUlt "'as of 196 birds oo tbc 0:-0'WRC of 3 May. Lata in tbc month most Docks. such as 26 at 
Meander Re,, Mahomng. v.ere excllbively inanenuve malei. (C. Babyak). 

Gad wall: Having staned before the penod, monments reached a peak during mo weeu rn Apr, 
bracL.cted by Oocts of260 oo the 01'."WRC and60 at PCWA (C. BolO OD 5 Apr and the se:bOn's 
high of 392 on the Mascc census of 19 Apr <H&S Hiris). Only a few were detected late in the period 
in the u3Ual ~g limb. culminating 10 three at Mallard Oub M~ on 3 l May (R. Harlan. S. 
Wagner). 

Eurasian WiftOO: Reported from a surprising <;ix locarioos during tbc sca.,oo, though po' ibly only tbrcc 
to four birds were 1m·olved. V&D Kline found the first in Killbuck on 23 Mar: aoochcr bird al 

Killbuck oo 18 Apr 1S. Snyder) may oot have been the same one. as tbcrc were DO intcncning 
~- An adult al PCWA on 5 Apr (/ilk V. Fazio), aud anotbcr at Castalia (D . SandttS ct al.) OD 
tbc 9"' might have been one and the AIDC. as migbl ba\·c bcco one sceu at Otuw11 from S-18 Apr-(T. 
Bartlett, m ~) aud one found nearby OD Krause Rd oo the 13* (J. Popcn.ik). 

American Wigeon: Pca1r.cd in numbers 10 the second half of~. with over 900 reported ar seven 
loc:atioo... Bud> were seen al Mallard Club Marsh at late date,. -with fh-c OD 9 May and one OD 31 
May CR. Harlan. S. \\agoer). 

American Black Duck: 'umbers fells off somewhat from late Feb migration. cxccp1 for 160 found on 
tbc 15 Mar Magee census (S&H Hiris). High count awa) from tbc Lake was 35 al Funk. W0)71e. on 
29 Mar (C. Holt). Holt found one on 24 May near Sandusky Bay few tbc west report of this scarce 
nester 

Mallard: Large numbers spilled oYcr from winter v.itb -2000 al FllDl on tbc first of ~1ar (B. Glick). 
Even in May they gathered ID enormous aggrcgauons. v.itb 2698 at Magee (H&S Hiris) OD tbc 17&. 
P . Lozano monitored a nest near Merwin St in Ocvcland's Flab district downtown. wbcrc all but 
ooc of ib 8 chicks fell prey to crows. 

Blue-winged Teal: Mo.U DUlllCTOlli by farm Apr. v.ith o•;er 1.500 reported. about half of them away from 
the u Eric mar.Jic,., Small D~ SCCll m cigbl counties in late Apr aod May were polential local 
~rs. 

Sorthern Sbo\~U: Only a few migrants in Feb. and ~iar's largest COODt was 38 on tbc Magee census of 
the 15"' (S&H Hiris). Apr's high COUDt WllS 120 at Onawa OD tbc S"' (ONWRC). Ch·eraJI tbcrc V.'Cl'C 

24 reporb toW.mg fewer than 400 birds from 12 counties, with latc May bird> showing up mainly in 
the NW marshes, v.ith the exception of a straggler at Killdeer OD the 15 (D. Linzdl). 

Northern Pintail: A few decent COUDLS this spnng. wttb I (fl OD tbc I Mar ONWRC. 49 at MW A OD tbc 
~ (J&D Bochadd). 60 the same day atMagec(V. Fazio), 213 on tbc 15 MarccDSUSof samc (H&S 
Hiris), and ISO at Funk on 22 Mar (J. Larson). Apr nmnbcrs <w'tte low as usoal. and tbc only May 
rcpon was of a single blJd at MW A OD the~ C:N. Bnmd~e). 
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Grttn-win~ Teal: A few sbov.cd up in latc Feb. but big numbers w.1.ncd till late Mar and early 
Apr. On S Apr, 80 were at PCWA (C. Holt), aod 593 on the ONWRC. Aootbcr rare DC>tcr. its 
numbers ID May were rcstrictcd to a few single..<fig11 sightings. tbc Li.tcq of a bird oo 3 I May at 
Mallard Oub Mar<b ( R. Harlan. S. Wagner). 

Canvasback: Warm weather blew them through in a bu[Jy. After a sprmg high count of 105 OD the I Mar 
O~'WRC. all subsequent reports v.cre in sing.le digits except for C. Bolt's 21 lit MWA OD 15 M.a. A 
male. probably unhcalth), lingered al Bay V~. Erie, to benefit man) Big Day teams from 9-18 
May (mobs). aod C\"CD laler another drake was in Wap1e on 25 May (B. Glick). 

Redhead: Another early !IIO\'er. 200 "'ere off the ll Eric shore in the v.ei.1 (T&~t Romito) oo I Mar, 
and 373 on tbc ONWRC the same day. Numbeis quiclr.Jy fell off ID Apr. though Loter a pair obliged 
birdathon team. by spcndmg 9-16 May in the compan) of the Bay View canvll.>back drake {mobs). 

Ri:ng·oecked Duck: Altalllcd ib large~t numbers in Mar. with 3000+ at Killbuck (B. Glick ct al.) on the 
21" and 1200+- at Metzger OD the 25•(V.Fazio). Of 26 reporu. only two came from Apr. totaling 
nine birds. A lone individual rcm.ai.ncd on 20 r..la) al U Roc.lr.v.cll, Pona.r(e (R.. Harlan. S. 
Wagner). 

Tuned I>uck: A bird observed by many on ~21 Mar in IVtn'l'le w~ said to be of this species. Onl} two 
wri.ncn dcscripoO!b-and DO photos-were sent 10 tbc OBRC. Dctai~ fumimcd about bill coloration 
and length of the bead-tuft at this time of year did oot rule oot the rather common scaup X tufted 
duck hybrid. which ~ OCCUITed as oflen in Ohio as full-blooded tufted duc:n. 

Greater Scaup: Numbers v.-ere quite low. 1be lugh count of migJllllts Wlb ~in wemm U Erie oo 11 
Apr <T&~I Romito): the five sub:.cqllall Apr rcpom were all of single bird>,~ at inland 
~oirs. aud m May tbc only birds seen were three joming the o\cr-the·hill gang oear Ba} Vie"' 
(J. BrumfieJd et al.). 

1-r Scaup: B&A Tondf bad a good CODDt of -1500 bmh on 7 Mar ID Sandusky Bay. but the high 
came two days earlier. with 4075 OD the ON\\-'RC. 950 remained OD the Bay oo S Apr <C. Bolt). 
after v.bicb numbers rapidly fell off sw.cwidc. Ten rcmamcd al Maree OD 3 Ma} and one OD tbc 16• 
(It. B.arl.a:u. S. Wagner), and bnng:ing up the rear was a drake thal lingered 14-18 May at-you 
guessed it-Bay Vie\\i, wilh the greaier scaups. rcdbeads. and cao\-asbaclr.. 

King EHier: Documentation for a bird found oo 12 Mar m laU b) J. Pogacnik was accepted by the 
OBRC. 

Surf Seoter: Twenty-three birds reported. oot many ff6 recent times. E."<ccpt for l"-o at HBSP on S Apr 
(/Uk L. Rosdle) all were in.land. tbc last at Bca\W Ck Res. Seneca. oo 17 May (J. Hammond). High 
COWll wib 7 at Fmdby Res OD 7 Apr-(S. Rossfak B. Hardesty). 

Whi~winged Seotu: Once our COID.IDODeSt S(X)(ct, DOW decidedly ochcrv.be. One report. ooc bird. one 
day: 25 Apr at Hoover Res. Frankl.in (C. Bombaci). 

Black Seoter: Two reported: ooc at Fairport Hbr oo 23 ~hr (H. Petruschke). and a imle at Bca\cr Cl 
Res, Sm«a, 9-13 May (T. Bartlett. Z. Baker, ct al.). 

Long-tailed DudG Four reports. three away from U Erie. One on~ Mar at Mosquito U (J&D 
Bochaddl. one on 5 Apr at Ocai- Fork Res, Richland (B. Courson), 15 O}bY> tbc same day at 
HBSP (fok L. Ro.sche), and aoothct al U Buc:khom, Holm6, on 10 Apr (~L Gingerich). 

Bu111ehead: Widely reported. from 19 counties. PredtctabJy. the lugh count came from the U Erie 
islands, with 187 oo 29 Mar, but 80+ paiJS v.·ere at Walborn Res on 11 Apr (D&B Lane). Late were 
a drake at Kelleys Isl 13- 16 Ma} (K. Metcalf) and ooc at the Lorain impound.men! on 31 May (D. 
Rickard. m ~). 
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Common Goldeneye: Like lhc olhcr hardy div~. moved on quickly. H&S H.iris had 114 on lhc 
15 Mar CC05llS of M.agec for the high count.. and 56 on the Kcllcys Isl census of 29 Mar (T. 
Bartlett) ~ 001 in a run of Mar sightings Ill the smglc digib. Ooc oddball drake loafed 
through 15 May ar. lhc laacr location (Bartlett). 

Hooded :\lergan.wr: Mar migrants came m ~ numbm... v.ith highs of 19 al Mosquito Lk and LaDuc 
oo 15 M.-u (both C. Holt). N~g must have begun earlier, as S. Sn yder found nine DC\\ boms on 15 
Apr at Killbuck., ~~otly refOWld by R. Bauu on the 21 '". Eggs bad been 001ed in some boxes 
ar. MosqwlO Lk the last week of Mar (D&J Hochadel). Broods were widespread later, with a high 
count of 27. tocluding 12 hatchlings, at Mosquito U. OD 9 May (C. Babyak), and the tm1 coofi.nned 
nc~ling at N. Chagrin Res'n on 28 May (K. Metcalf). 

Common ~lerganser: Most had moved on by the period. and !he highest counts came early-187 oo the 
I Mar Oi\'WRC and -IOO at Lk: Rockwell on 3 Mar (C. Holt). A fe"I\ sttaggled into Apr and even 
May, I.be latest six al Magee for the 17 May census !H&S Hiris). 

Red-breasted M erganser: Largesr numbers passed mid-Mar through mid-Apr. with a good high oounl of 
-2000 al Lorain on 22 Mar (C. Bolt). and five lriplc--Oigit COWlts during the span ar. northern inland 
l"C1iCTVO.in. Fourteen birds lingered through the la.SI week of May, half in Lk: Eric and half at inland 
~·oirs in I.be ~"W quadrant.. 

Ruddy Duck: In grealc.:.t numbcrs-v.ith -1800 reporu:d-l31c Mar and early Apr. The high counc was 
500+ at Walborn Res OD 11 Apr (B&D Lane). Thiny-lhrec repons came in May, with counts of 100 
"1 Metzger on I.be 3"" (R. Harlan. S. Wagner ) and at Magee on I.be 14 (J. Hammond); OD I.be last 
da) of tbc monlh. seven were at Lorain (C. Bolt), four al Metzger Res in Allen (D. Bister). and one 
• 11 HBSP CK. Metcalf). 

Osprey: Perhaps aided by ODW's reiniroduction program. birds showed up early. with one 10 HolmLs on 
26 Mar (A. Raber) and a pair 31 the Berlin R~ ocst site oo 28 Mar (B&D Lane). Anolher nesting 
pair was OOlCd on 11 Apr at Salt Fork SP (J. Larson). Reported from 11 OOUDtics as far apart as 
Jackson (6 Apr, D. Sapiema) and Luc-as (20 migrants at Magee on 5 May. L Garling er al). 

Bald Eagle: 70+ Sightings reported, spa.nmng the pcnod. 

Northern Barrier: 50+ ~mostly in Mar and Apr. though I.be season's high was 14 migrants 31 
Magee OD 5 May (L. Garling ct al.). The lasl was at McnlOr Marsh on 31 May (K. :\Ietcalf). A hint 
of breeding in tbc offing came from J. Larson. v.bo saw a male in acti\·c couruhi.p display 31 The 
Wilds. Muskingum., on 25 Apr. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: A good flight.. with highs of migrants at Magee of 66 on 27 Mar(\'. Fazio) and 
80 on 5 May (L . Garling el al.). 

Cooper's Hawk.: Only 60+ reported, man} of resident birds. Migrants iopped out al 13 on 5 ~lay 31 
~1agcc (L. Garling et al.). 

Northern Gocshawk.: Three wm: dcleeted at tbc Magee hawk watch: two on I Apr (V. Fazio), and a very 
late bird OD 5 May CL. Garling, F. Annarino, Fazio). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Some sigh11ngs of v.inter n:siclerus and migrants mixed 10 Mar, the latter 
e\idcnced in 89 reported from Magee. including the high cOODI of 32 on 25 M.ar (fok V. Fazio). 

Broad-winged Hawk: A dcceDI flight. with a high coon1 of .t60 OD the excellent day of 5 May at Magee 
(L. Garling et al.). Good inland counts were of 111 in Holmes during two hours on 16 Apr (E. 
Schlabach) and 62 there on 25 Apr (L. Schlabach ct al). 
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Red-tailed Hufk: l\1igrants along w. U. Erie peaked in Mar. "'ith o,·er 200 birds and 89 on lhc 
bes! day of the 25• (fide \'. Fazio). llrirty-scvcn passed over on the 5 !l.1ay hawk watch lhcre 
CL. Garling cl al.). An all-dark bird was noted in Coshocton on 29 Mar ~l&O Troyer). 

Rough.Jqged Hawk: Less wary of crossing the Lake. these birds reached a high concentration of only 
nine for the season, inland al tbc The Wilds, Musking111'1. on 5 Apr. three remained on lhc 25• (both 
J. Larson). The latest report, of a single bi.rd, came from the remaJtablc 5 May day 31 Magee hawk 
watch (L Garling et al.). 

Golden Eagle: One report, from lhc Magee hawk tower. an adull on 13 Mar (V. Fazio). 

.Merlin: A docent fligh1, with sixteen birds reported. half of them inland: one was in Marietta., Washing­
um, on 26 Mar (B. Thom,psoo).. one in Ross on 2 Apr (J. Mc.\1ahon), and lhrec in Hof~s: oo 16 
Apr (R. Schlabadi). 21 Apr(T. Hochstetler), and JO May (T. Schrock). The la1est report came 
from Hancock., a female found by S. Baxter on 13 May. 

Peregrine Falcon: Only four migrant birds were reported: at HBSP OD 12 Apr (fitk L Roselle), at Magee 
on 24 Apr (V. Fazio), al Onawa oo 3 May (R. Harlan.. S. Wagner), and on 5 May in Lake (J. 
Pogacnik). 

King Rail: No annl>uted rqx>rU made !his spring. Some seasoned observers made a poin1 of reporting 
their failures to find the species. 

Virginia Rail: Some OYerv.intered. The fim migrants dctcclCd were lhrec at MWW on 8 Mar (J. 
Stenger). Otbcr rcpons came from 1 I counties, wilh high counts coming from May marsh surveys: 
13 at Killboct on 19 May (B. Glkk) and JO at GRW A, Tnortbull. on 31 May CC. Babyak) . 

Sora: Quite early was one al MWW oo 8 Mar (J. Stenger); another was in I.be same county on 14 Mar 
(N. Cade et al.). Reported from 12 counties in migration. with a high of 18 on I.be 3 May O!'l<WRC. 

Common :\toomen: No early aniv:t.ls reported for this species, with lhc first on 25 Apr a1 BIW A (J. 
Games, R. Sempier) and on tbc same day al SVW A (fide V. Fazio). B) 14 May moorbcns were 
reponed at eight oorthcm Ohio locations.. 

American Coot: A few wintered. Widely reported as migrants, pcakiog in lhc seoood half of Mar and 
early Api:, with 655 at Magee OD 15 Mar (B&S Hiris), 550 al Wellington Res, Lorain, on 22 Mar 
(C. Bolt), and 1150 on the 4 Apr ON\VRC. Big numbers in ~fay included 175 on the 126 31 Magee 
(V. Fazio), and 65 lherc on lhc 30'" (T&M Romito). 

Sandhill Crane: The Oigh1 was rcponed in 13 counties. No doublc-<ligi.1 numbers were Sttn. Extraordi­
nary was I.be number of May sigh.lings: 14 birds in seven counties, in wtucb ~-o were not unexpected 
31KillbuckODtbc5"'(S. Snyder cial.), but one was reponed in I.be Magee/Onawa area 7-16 May (m 
obs). with oac ocar Ken1 on 2 May (C. Swt!igcrt). one ocar Medina oo lhc 28• (G. Unmert). and 
one in Hancock 8-14 May (B. Hardesty): four birds were reported at Mosquito U. from lhc 24"' 
through lhc 31 • (D&J Bocbadd). 

Black-bellied Plonr: All sighlings came in May, a total of over 225 birds. All were along U. Eric in 
agriculrural fields in or near Onawa. with lhc euq>tion of two 31 Killdeer on the 22 .. (V. Fazio), one 
at HBSP on l May (K. Metcalf) and ooc to two in I.be 1ancr half of May al Lorain (C. BoJt). 

American Golden-Plonr: Surprisingly few repons for a species often repon.cd in thc thousands, and 
unrcstticted 10 scarce mudflat h.abilat. They seemed uncbaractcrist:cally la.1e IO arri\·c as well. The 
mere six repons came from late Apr ro mid-May, on scbcdulc, but 95'!>+ of I.be birds were Sttn OD 
IWO ocasions: 140+ from tbc Magee hawk-watch tower on 29 Apr (V. Fuio), and 650 in an 
agJicullura.1 field adjacent to Mc12gcr OD 3 May (J. Larson). 
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Semipalmated Plover: One arrived al SVWA OD 24 Api- (D . Russelll. bot the ocXJ report came from 
13 May, when ~iagee hawk-watchers saw 14 Oyb)s (V. Fazio)_ Some ranained dirougb the period. 
but number.; were never large. with a bi.gb COWJl of only 18. al Lorain oo 24 May (C. Holt). 

Killd«r: Common as al\\ a)s. \\ith big count:> of 82 in flight over l\IBSP OD 26 Mar (V. Fazio) and 97 at 
~fagcc oo 17 May (B&S Hiris). 

American AY0ttt: L. Gara found five al Cowan Lk SP. Clinton. on 21 Apr. and ooe stayed oo 16 (IL 
Harlan. S. Wagner) and 17 ~lay ('I". Kemp) near Reno Beach, Lucas. 

Greater Yellowleg:s: Funk WA often seems our ycUowle~ capital. and claimed the high count of -JOO 
on I J aod 18 Apr (J. Herman I. Funk abo hosted the first binb oo 22 ~tar (J. Larson). As with 
nearly aU <Jiorcbird species, if they were seen in the managed marihes of v.esiem Lk Erie., it was as 
they flew ov·er. look.iog for pixes lo feed.. 

Lesser Yellowltgs: The fir;t report was of two at Gilmore Ponds OD 19 Mar (F. Renfrow ). The high 
count was of 105 at Funk: on 2 ~ta} (S. Snyder). 

Solitary Sandpiper. \.'.Fazio found one on KeUey,. hi on 29 Mar. More routine in their timing wi= 

binb in ten counties beginning on 27 Apr. with two bringing up the rear o Ho~s OD 23 May (R. 
Schlabach). A high count of 16 at StreclSboro Bog OD I )'.1ay (C. Holt) WU DOI bad for a solitary 
species. 

Willet: An e:r;ceUent fligbl. with 41 reported from ,,even countie:.. four of them inland. Two were in 
Aslrland on 25 Apr (B. Burnett), five in 'Worrm on 28-29 Apr CL Gara). s~ in Lorain on 29 Apr 
('I". LePageJ. ~veo at MBSPoo 30 Apr rv. Fazio), five inHO~j tbcsame day (T. B~ellu). 

11 aI HBSP oo I May (K. ~letca.11). and smgletoos on 17 May at Metzger ( C. Bolt). and Killdeer on 
25 May (Fazio). 

Spotted Sandpiper. Hardly early. the first was .reponcd in Hancock 7 Apr. \\here thc high count of 24 
was~ on 9 May. and 16 at a single spot tbcrc on 26 May (all B. llanle:sty)_ At Lorain's 
mudflats. 16 were >ecn on 27 )'.ta} (C. Bolt). 

Upland Sandpiper: Reponed from se\·en counties. One was rather early oo 2 Apr in Ho~s CA. Raber). 
and the high COUDL wa:. five near Krause Rd in luau on 30 Apr 1 V. Fazio). where 1-2 were seen 
through at least 16 May (mobs). At least two pairs were ~nt at ncsltng areas on 26 May at BIW A 
(Fazio). Ob'.i<>lb migrants were at HBSP on 2)'.fay1K. Metcalf) and a.t Burtc Airport in Cleveland 
thc next da> 1C. Bolt). 

Wb.imbrel: A bi.rd Wlb fOUDd dead in Lakewood in la.IC Ma} (N. Barbu). 

Budsoni.an Gochrit: A \"CT)' nice find was a spring Hudsonian at Lorain on 17 ~tay (C. Bolt). 

~larbled Godwit: An unusual amiy of inland rcconls.. Une:r;pecu:d a:. to time and place wlb one near 
Charlie· s Pond. Pid:.aw<I)-. on 17 Apr (L. Powtick). One was at Onawa the next day for \'. Fazio. 
Eight \\Cre at Caesar Ck SP on 26 Apr (L. Gara. phi. when one was discoYered a1 BCSP by D. 
Dister. 

Ruddy Turmtone: All rcporu came in the laSl 17 days of the period. totaling more than 120 birds. With 
the cxixption of a single bird at Lorain on 31 Ma} (D. Rickard), all were found in luau and 
Ona...-o, with a high of 43 at Crane Ck SP beach oo 24 May (C. Holt), where 10 remained oo the 30" 
!M&T Romito). 

Red Knot: Alway:. a good find. a bird assuming breeding plumage was on the beach at l'.IBSP on 
17 May (C. Dustbimer, mob:.). 
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Sanderling: Not man). The first were two on the Crane Ck SP beach on 8 May (B. Shively). 
Later in May four were found al Lorain on the '.256 and one al Magee on the 31• (bolh R. 
Harlan, S. Wagner). 

Semipabnated Sandpiper. Touched do111.n in decidedly skimpy numbers. Sutccn were near the 
Pid;a...-ay Aiipon on l May (L. Powlick) as first arriv-als. but the high count was only 35. at Lorain 
on 31 Ma} (C. Holt)_ 

Western Sandpiper: Seldom seen in spring. ooc was carefully ~'ed OD 31 May at Lorain (R. 
Barla.o, S. Wagner). 

~ Sandpiper. Three on 2 Apr al B[W A were Ycry early (V. Fazio), but four showed up al MW A on 
the 9"'" (D&J BodladeJ). One was at Caesar Ck SP on 29 Apr (L. Gara), but all other reports came 
from the U shore with the u .ceplioD of the high coon! of -100 at Killdeer on 25 May (B. Rorse). 
One relD3llled on 31 May al Lorain (:R. Harlan, S. Wagner). 

White-romped Sandpiptt: Not many. \\>ith so linle stopoYer habitat, and all in a two-week span. Two 
were near Reno Beach, Lucm. oo 14 ~fay CR. Harlan, S. Wagner), two in P1dr1IW<I)' on the 17'- (B. 
Pl.acier). three near (bot not m. where there was no shorebird habitat) Ottawa NWR oo 20 ~1ay (B. 
Glick). ooe to rwo at Lorain bctwccn 17 May and 27 May ( C. Bolt). and one OD 31 May at Mallard 
Qub Marsh (Harlan, Wagner). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: One of spriog's two mo:.t numerous migrants. with O\'er 8300 reported this time. 
Remarkable were numbers V. Fazio reported inland from BIW A: 1200+ on 2 Apr. -900 on 18 Apr, 
and -3200 on 20 Apr, surpassing the 11u:mbcrs from near Lk Erie. 

Dunlin: Tbe other very numerous migrant, with about TIOO reported. FUSI seen were the hardy fi\·e who 
\\intcrcd al Lorain (m obs). Arrivals started on 29 t.tar at BIW A. where D. Offenberger bad a bird, 
but numbers began sho\\iog up near Onawa on 22 Apr, with 200 (V. Fazio)., then 1000 oo 6 May (R. 
Harlan. S. Wagner), cul.minating in a flock of 3000+ on 13 May (Fazio), with 1000 remaining OD 

the 16"' (Fazio). A hundred v.-ere estimated at the Lorain im.pouodmcnt on 27 May (C. Holt). 

Stilt Sandpiper: Rare spring individuals were .reported, one on 16 May (D. <h-erack~r) and two on 17 
Ma) (R. Harlan, S. Wagner) near, but DOI in. Ottawa. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: A very poor sho\\ing, \\itb fewer than 40 birds reported The high was 24 birds 
al Metzger Marsh OD 14 May (D&J Hoffman). 

Common Snipe: Reported from 12 counties. all in the northern half of the state. One was al Meander 
Res. Trumbull/Mahoning, on I Mac (C. Babyak), and the last was reported from Magee OD 18 May 
(H&S Hiris). High count wu an excellent 64 at a marsh in Holmes (L. Schlabach et al). 

ADJLrican Woodcock: Early arriving. with the first report oo 25 Feb in N. Royalton (N. Kotesonc). 
Migration peaked \\ith 16 birds oo 181'.tar at MWA (J&D Hochadel). 

Wilson's Pbalarope: Five birds. all in the oorth. The first were two near Perrysburg, Lucm. on 8 May (J. 
Szanto). One was at Onawa on 16 May. then a male and female at Lorain on the 31"(botb R. 
Barlao.. S. WagJJtt). 

Poma.rine Jaeger: Spring jaegcrs? We bad them, from I Mar (L. Roscbe, N. Barber) through 14 Mar (J. 
Pogamili;), two birds from tbc pre\ious period in the HBSP-Fairpon Hbr area for mobs. Tbe adult 
remained through the 23,. CB. Petru.schke). 

Jaeger sp.: P. Lozano saw one four times during the morning of 14 Apr off Cle,·eland 
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Laughing Goll: An aduh was at HBSP oo 27 Mar (fok L. Rose.be). J. Pogamik had an adult on 
23 May at Fairport Hbr. l..akr, an adult a1: HBSP on 31 May (E. Bacik. fall Rose.be) was 
probably lhe same bird. 

Franld.in's Goll: Three reports: 16 Apr at Fa.upon Hbr (J. Pogacnik), 18 Apr at Conneaut <Popcnik). 
and an adult at Lorain oo 31 May (R. Barlan, S. Wagner). 

Little Goll; In a mild winier lhe species continued llllO "Pring. with two oo lhe season· s first day at HBSP 
(L. Roscbe). Thuty-four birds were rcpon:cd dunng lhe period. with a high count of six in Oc\"Cland 
oo 17 Mar(Roscbe), aoda final bird on 18 Apr at Conneaut CJ. Pogacnik). 

Bllck·hndecl Gull: One v.~ found ID CTcvcland on 14 Mar (J. Dann): another wa, seen at Conneaut oo 
22 Mar (J. Popcnik). Both accepted by lhe OBRC 

Bonaparte's Goll: Seen winrer-loog. and mignmcs passed through early in titanic numbers: V. Fazio 
c<tirnated 3700 oo 7 M.ar in Cleveland, and C. Holt 2500 lbcrc the next day; K. MetcaJfb.ad --<>000 
there oo 28 Mar. One mnained on 31 May at Lorain (R. Harlan. S. Wagner). An aJJ-timc high fD£ 
H&S ffiris. and for lhe period. came from two flocks ID fields near Ottawa on IS Apr, cstimaled at 
10,000 and S.000. 

Mew Goll: J. Pogacnik d.i:icovcted a first-year bird at Fairport Hbr on 6 Mar, and monitored it daily fO£ 
m ~through 19 Mar. Accep<ed by lhe OBRC; lhe fourth confirmed Ohio~ and 1be scrood 
for 1998. 

Ring-billed Gull: Perhaps o\·crlooked amid more exciting species, rdan\·cly few were reported, with a 
high cowu of 1182 on lhe Magee census of IS Mar (B&S Biris). 

Thayer's Goll: One Wb found at HBSP on 15 Mar (N. Barber et al.). 

kdand Goll: One was in wu oo 23 Mar. and aoo1ber quite late lbcrc on IS Apr (both J. Pogacni.k). 

Lesser Black-backed Goll: A sco~ of birds were reported through lhe period, lhe last a secood-ycar off 
wu on 14 May (J. Pogacni.k). Most W'ete in lhe Central Basin, but ooe was found at Lake St 
Marys. Auglm~~. on 21 Mar (J. McCormac:J. and two al PC\\'A ID Sandusky Bay on 5 Apr (C. 
Holt). High count three at Eastlake PP 13 Mar (N. Barbu). 

Glaucous Goll: A yoong bird settled in at Fairport Hbr from 2-29 Mar (J. Pogacnik. mobs). One was 
we on 30 Apr off Lakcshorc MP, wu {Pogacnik). 

Great Black-backed GuD: Famy scarce through lhe period. e~cept for a large flock llwl pcrsisred at the 
Lora.in impoundmclll, C\"CD while birds periodically keeled over and died: 200 w-cre lbere on 22 ~tar 
(C. Holt), and 62 mnaincd on 31 Ma) (R. Harlan. S. Wagner). 

Caspian Tun: Fau numbers ~tmncd oo schedule. 'The high count was of IOI bird. on 29 AJJF at Lorain 
(T. Ld'agc). Si.~ remained lherc oo 31 May (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). 

Common Tun: Three returnees w-cre at U Logan. Hocking, oo 14 Apr (B. Pladcr). During May a 
number of floe.ks of 10.20 birds wcr-c ootcd inland. 'They llCSled a1 lhe rwo assisted sues in Onawa 
and Pipe Ck WA. and R. Harlan and S. Wagner coonred 25 at lhe latter spot on 25 May. 

Forster•s Tun: f"~t •ppcanng at Lorain on 12 Apr (C. Holl), Ibey peaked at 97 lbere oo I May (T. 
~age); lhe la.st report was only on 12 May at Alum Ck Res (B. Shinly). 

Black Tern: All rq>ons came from :May, and numbers were puny, with fewer than twenty birds 
statewide, tbe high seven al Alum ct Res on 12 May (B. Shfrdy). 
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Bladt-billed Cuckoo: The fint DOlcd was OD 9 May in Coshocton (E.. Sdllabacb ct al.), and they 
were ~poncd frequently through the period. with a lugb of fi\·c nugrant:> al Magee oo 14 May 
(R. Harlan. S. Wagner). 

y cllow-billcd Cuckoo: As often reported as lhe previous spcci~. but ID greater numbcn.. with a high of 8 
00 16 May' s cctbtb of Kdlcys W (V. Fazio). Anhcd 6 :.\1ay in Hol.lvs CH. Troyer). 

Snowy Owl: An imm •us rcponed oo 23 !'.lar at Ashtabula (J. Pogacnik). 

Long~ Owl: The loog-511ffering owls at Killdeer prD\1dcd all reports. all in March. 

Short~ Olfl: Some lingered IDIO lhe season. as lhrcc at ](il.ldecr oo 7 Mar ~L Gingerich) and one 
at BIWA on 23 Mar (V. Fazio). Birds in late Apr-one on lhe 28" at 'The W il<b (J. Larson) and 1WO 

in ~ca on lhe 20"' (Fazio>-presagcd nesting, confirmed at the former locaoon on 26 Apr. when 
si.t egg~ yielded five )OUDg (l). lngold.jidL J. Larson), and strongly suspected ID ~Mca. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: Seven ~do not ~fleet its true abundance but rather its inconspicuous­
~ The late.t came from Killdeer on 21 Mar (G. Emmert et al.). 

Common l'\jgbthawk: Not lured b) lhe wca.thcr into an early appcarancc. lhe first one W:-S in Coshocton 
OD IO May (J. J. Miller). and cootinucd in singles and small ~through lhe penod.. 

Cbodt-1fill's-widow: J. Fry reported one bad arrived in Hocking by 30 AJJF. 

Whip-poor-will: The first report came from EFSP oo IS Apr (fok J. Stenger). First neac lhe Lake was al 

Naihan Hale I'\;. Cll}ahoga. OD I ~fay CR- Bartan.. S. Wagner). 

Chimney Swift: The first report came from Wooster on 8 Apr CK. KMboscb), and another was in 
Hol~s lhe next da)· (L. Rsbcr). both pretty early dates. 

Roby-throated Hummingbird: Arrived oo 26 Apr in Cincinnati (S. Pelikan). and regular tbcrcafter 
~ICwidc. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: B. Hardesty reported nine from a Hancock swvcy of 5 May; C\\o days later 
J. Pogacnik bad nine migranl3 passing through Lakes.hotc MP. Lau. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: 1brcc migranl3 appica=i at Green La\11.11 Ccm in Columbu. on 28 Mar (P. 
Ranr). Fiftecl were al HBSPoo 5 Apr (L. Roscbe). 

:'-lorthern flicker: Some sbo"'ed up early, such as C\\'O at Camp 8cl1) in Hancock oo 3 Mar (B. 
Hardesty), and one oo 7 Mar at Killdeer (B&.A Tonetf). High count 80 on 29 Mar at HBSP (L. 
Roscbc). 

Oli..-e-sidcd Flycatcbcr: Arri\"cd 9 May in Cincinnati (F. Renfrow), v.ith lhe first al lhe Magee bi.rd trail 
on 13 May (H Bes.scr ct al.). Eight birds rcpmcd in all 

Yellcnr-bcllicd Flycatchtt: The first reported was from Hancock on 12 May <I!· Ha.nksty). and two 
were on lhe Magee bird trail OD 16 ~1ay (R. Harlan. S. Wagner) f~ lhe high coun.L 

Ac:aclian Flycakbcr: Arri\-als came to H~s on 4 May (J. J. Miller) and lhe next day a1 MWF (L. 
Peytoo). 

Willow Flycatcher: One wa. found al Killbuck: on 9 May (B. Glick el al.). and tile high coot 
was seven m Hancock on 26 May <fide B. Hardesty). 
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Least Fly~tcber: Earlyisb birds were seen oear Oeo.deniog Lk, Harrison, on 25 Apr (J. Miller). 
and m Ho/mu on 27 Apr (M. Weaver). The first sighting along Lk Erie came from HBSP oo 1 
May (K. Metcalf). High oount was IO at Magee on bolh 13 and 14 May (R. Harlan, S. 
Wagner). loteresting were two at Camp Bcny in Hancock on 26 May (B. Hardesty). 

~~Phoebe: After Jan and Feb records. the fim migrant came to Salt Fork SP on 6 Mar (W. Sarno). 
Big numbers were at Green Lawn Cem in Columbus on 26 Mar (I'. Thomson) wilh 12, and at HBSP 
on 29 Mar with 18 (L. Roscbe). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: The first ~came from Alhms on 26 Apr (B. l'!acier). Fifteen were at 
l'-1.agee on 13 May (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). 

Eastern Kingbird: A couple showed up in Holmes on 18 Apr for W. Miller. but numbers 14·ere small till 
mid-May, when lhe high count of 25 at Magee was made fH&S Hiris). 

Loggerhead Shrike: One was seen near Ortawa on Rte 2 on 21 May by D. ~foll J. Hammond. 

Northern Shrike: A single repon, ooe on 16 Mar on Ira Rd in lhe CVNRA (f&M Romito). 

White--eyed ~lrtlO: Unexpected was a bird at HBSP on the early Ihle of 5 Apr (L. Roscbe). undoublcdly 
an o\rerflight, as the next report came from Hocking on the 19"' (B. Placier). No repons from the 
northwest other lb.an Lakeside migrants except singles at Camp Bcny, Hancock, on 12 and 26 May 
(B. Hardesty). 

Yellow-throated Vll'!O: B. Royse DOied one at Scioio Trail SP on 15 Apr. and one was in Holnu>s the 
following day (M. Schlabach). Otherwise uorcmartablc numbers appeared in the usual locations.. 

Blu~bead.ed Vino: A very early bird was at HBSP on 28 and 29 Mar (L. Rosche ct al.). R. Harlan and 
S. Wagner found fh e at Magee and aoodJer five at Ottawa on 3 May. No ocsling was .......,..ned 
during the period. ·-r-

Warbling Vut10: On a more normal schedule, lhe first aniYed in Hancock on 21 Apr (B. Hardesty). then 
15+ 14·ere seen in Cincinnati on 25 Apr • . Cade). By 30 May. T &M Romito oounted 25 at the 
Magee bird trail. 

Philadelphia Vino: Rather early was one on 28 Apr in Hancock (B. Hardesty) and another in Hamilton 
on 2 May (F. Renfrow). The latest ooted w~ on the Magee bird trail on I 8 May (M. Victoria). 

Red-eyed Vino: fog reported at SciOlo Trail SP on 25 Apr (L. Po1'1id:), 20 were at HBSP by May 16 
(L. Rasche), and the high count was of 85 in Mohican SF OD 25 May (B. Gl.iclt). 

Blue Jay: Good numbers were noted in migration along the Lake, wil.b -3000 at Lakeshore MP. Lah, 00 
7 May (J. Pogac:nik) and 1500+ over Magee on 13 May (V, Fazio). 

Common Ru·cn: One was photographed at l.akcsbore MP, I.Ah. on 27 Mar (J. Pogacnlk), and the 
documcnwion was e\·entuaJly accepted by the OBRC for the first Ohio record in 52 years. 

Bo.med Lark: County-wide surveys of Hancock produced 205 birds on 3 Mar and 442 on IO Mar (fok 
B. Hardesty). 

Purple Martin: One bird was seen in Holmes (M. Weavu), and two more elsewhere in the 
county (A. Troyer). on 26 Mar. By lhe end of the period. 52 pairs were nesting in the same 
county at L. Miner' s propeny. 
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Tne Swallow: Rttumed bef~ the period. and by 27 Mar 60G+ were seen from the Magee hawk 
watch site (V. Fazio). 

"i'.orthern Rough· winged Swallow: Holmes claimed the first of this swallow, too, on 30 Mar (M. 
Troyer), a quite early dare. This ungregarious species produced a single-site high COllDI of 12 in I.be 
CVNRA on 23 Ma} (M&T Romito). 

Bank Swallow: The first anived at MWW on 12 Apr (J. Honk.a.mp). 

Cliff Swallow: As bas become lnlditiooal. they returned quite early to welcomes from P. Yoder (who 
later had over 600 nests at his Holmes farm) on 6 Apr. and to E&M Yoder's Dealby farm on 8 Apr. 
No comparable numbm were Mponed anywhen: else. One was odd in Lorain on 31 May (C. Holt), 
as was one at the Q;:.."WRC of 3 May, and anolher on 16 May at Me12ger (R. Harlan. S. Wagner). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Many wintered, and migrants lingered. High count was 50+ at FmdJey SP OD 2 
Mar (C. Rieker). One tarried in Hancock through 26 May (B. Hardesty), and oestiog was confirmed 
at Bn:d:sville Res (D&A Cbasar). 

Brown Crtt~r: Quite a few 1Ao;otered, and by the end of the period nesting was confirmed on the 
CVNRA (19 May, A&D Cbasar) and on the N. Chagrin Res ' n (28 May, K. Metcalf); a bird 
tinge=! iruo Jone in Geauga. and likely nested m. Best). 

Bcwick's Wren: Two. an apparent pair, were found in Pike. near a site occupied by oestl:rs in former 
}ears, on 2 Apr (D. Minney, B. Whan. B. Conlon). Aooepred by the OBRC. The vanishing eastern 
form of this species was involved. 

House Wren: Clearly an overflier was one in Hancock on 31 Mar (W. McClanahan.jide B. Hardesty). 
where Hardesty later was IO count 144 on a 9 May coonay census. 

Winter Wren: Some o\'Cl"Wiotering birds persisted, and two at Magee on 15 Mar may have been among 
I.hem (H&S Hllis). Rcmarbblc were 23 OD lhe Magee bi1d trail on 27 Mar (V. Fazio). A singing 
bird on 17 May in Geauga was suggestive of nesting (D. Best). Another on the same day at Magee 
(H&S Hiris) was on its way out of here. 

Sedge Wren: AD reports came in May. An inland bird was in Delaware OD the 12* (B. Shively). The rest 
were near Lk Erie, one at Magee on~ 14 May (R. Harlan, S. Wagner), possibly the same as that on 
17 May (B&S Hiris), and one at Cedar Pt NWR on the 1611 (C. Ricker). 

Marsh Wren: Earliest was one at BIWA OD 5 Apr (L Powl.iclt), lhen two days later another at Mallard 
aab Marsh Cfek v. Fazio). 8 . Glick's survey of Killbuck OD 19 May yiel.dcd 14. Fi\'C \\'ClC al 
Delaware WA on 12 May (B. Shively). 

Golden-crowned Kingjet: Some apparently wintered in spots like Hancock, where three pernst.ed OD 3 
Mar (B. Hardesty). The first report from Lakeside migrant spoo came from Magee where 10 were 
on the bird trail on 27 Mar (V. Fazio); five were at HBSP the following day (L. Roschc). A day 
lata-, T. Bartlett estimated 45 binls at Spring'ille Marsh. NOl all departed, as N. Kotesonc had a 
oest with fledglings at HillctJey MP, Medina. on 29 May. 

Ruby-aowned Kinglet: Some \'Crf early birds were likely overwinterers, such as one in Hocking on I 
Mar (8. Pl.ac:ier) and two in Columbus on 7 Mar (A •. Goloda). Al the peak of migration, -50 were 
seen oo the ONWRC of 3 May. Latest report was of three at Magee on 17 May (H&S Hiris). 

Bluc·gJ'llY Gnatcatebcr: Many quite early arrivals: one in Holmes on 30 Mat (J. Scltlabacb 
fik T. H~bstetlcr), one OD I Apr at MWW (L. Peyton), one on 2 Apr at N. Chagrin 
Res'o (K. Metcalf), and aoolher in the CVNRA the foUowing day (D&A Cbasar). By 12 
Apr two were building a nest in Ciocinoati (F. Renfrow). 

Vol. 21, Nos. 2-4 65 



SPRING 1998 REPORTS 

Veuy: Fust reponed 2 May, a1 HBSP !L. Rosdle). and tn Columbus tfok T. Thomson). High 
count was five oo 19 May 81 Magee (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). and the same obsen;ers sav. ooc 
there OD 31 ~fa}. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: Oddly, oo reports tiU 12 May. in HobMs (L Yoder). Two wen: at ~1agee on 23 
r.fay (R. Harlan. S. Wagner). The last report came from Twm Lb on the :!4 (L. Rosdle). 

Swaimoo's Thrush: J. Stenger bad tbe first on 26 Apr in the M\\-"F. The high coonc f01 this often 
ubiquitom migrant v.as ooly 10. at Magee oo 16 May (f&.\1 Romito). One wa.. in Bra:ksville as 
late as 25 May (D&A Cbasar). 

Hmnit Thrugi; The~ report of a migrant came from the C\1?1.'RA oo 13 Mar CA&D Chasar). K. 
Metcalrs observation that ooly thts specie .. among the thrusbe> had dcaot numbers was borne OUJ 

b} a !ugh count of 11 oo 13 Apr al HBSP (L Rosdle). 11 m H<JlrMs 26 Apr CL Yoder), five al 

HBSP on I May (Mdalf). and 14 al Magee OD 6 May CV. Fazio). 

Wood Tbrmh: One V.b m CUJCJ.DDall by 11 Apr CJ. Stmger et al.), and ooc reached tbe far !'.C. in lDM 
by the 16 (J. Pogacnik). Reported numbers were DO( large. with a maximum of 9 in the Hancock. 
sUl'\'ey of 9 May (/ilk B. Hardesty). 

Gray Catbird: One l>CCD on 9 Mar in the CVNRA wa.. likely the v.intering mdi\-idual (T &:\I Romito). 
One OD 7 Apr at Camp Berry in Hancock.. however, probably arrived e.ufy on favorable wind... a 
county cclbUS there OD 9 May dis.covered 85 (/itk B. Hardesty). 

Northern ~!ockingbinl: Elc\·eo re~ of about thirty birds from tbe oorthemmost ti.er of count=, the 
highest from Wiidwood Pie in Cll)ahoga. when: OD 17 May a pair V.b feeding oestl.ing> CK. 
Metc:a.U). P. Lozano sent ~:it repons of 1-3 birds el.ev.hen: in the county. where a hundred years ago 
sightings of the species v.en: usually dismis,.ed as ~of~ cage birds. 

Brown Thrasher: Many earl) arrivals: one in Canton 20 Mar (B. Ball), one in !lfiles 26 Mar (/itk V. 
Fazio). and three al HBSP on 28 Mar (L. Rosdle). Rosdle bad no fev.er than 20 at HBSP oo 13 
Apr. 

American Pipit: Some showed op before the period. Searly a tlxxbmd v.en: reported. with the high 
count 166at MBSPon 20 Mar (V. Fazio). At MWA. 91v.creseenoo9 Apr(J&:D Hochadel). One 
wa,,, late al Mallard Club Marsh on 25 ~f.a) (R. Royse). 

Cedar Waxwinl: No huge DJO\emeob v.en: noted. With a high count of 75-100 gorging themselves on P. 
Yoder's cbenie.. 27-29 May in HoltnLs. 

Bl~winged Warbler: B. Royse found the first al Scioto Trail SP, on 21 Apr and by 9 May C. Babyak 
counted 25 around Mosquito Lk. On 14 May B. Glick bad 20 singing males at Woodbury WA. 
Cn{hocrlllfl fifteen oo 5 May in Hancock. bad dimini"1.ed to one by 26 May (S. Baxter fak B. 
Hardesty). 

Golden-winged Warbler: ~ot bad numbers at aU by recen1 SWldards, with o\·er a dozen birds reported 
from 11 countio. the first 004 May iD Sumnrrt (C. Tuekremfak P. Haddad). the la,,,t oo 17 May 
at Magee (H&S lliris). 

Hrbrids of the above: wBrev.>ter·s- V.ti reported oo 13 l\f.ay from Magee (R. Harlan. S. Wagner), and 
the follow,og weekend from Lale La Su Ao WA in WillUDnS (J. Grabmeier). Two reports of 
"Lav.TCnCC·s~ warbler: one was m the Oal Openings on 21 May (f .. Colborn) and one on the 
Ravenna Arsenal, Ponag~. on 15 May and later on 27 May, when ii may ha'·e nested with a bloe­
winged (C. Willis.fide J. Bochadti). 
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Tennessee Warbler: One early blJ'd v.as m Columbus on 24 Apr ~l. EngJaod ). Usually DlllDCIOUS. 

bot with a high count of only 15 al Magee on 13 May (R. Harlan. S. Wagne.r). and quid. to 
depart. v.,th the last report from C11YaJwga OD 19 May (T&:M Romito). 

Orange-crowned Warblu: One arrived at the Shaker Us oo 25 Apr (/itk V. Fazio). and the last report 
came from 12 l\f.ay in Hol.rMs (L Yoder). v.1th precious few m betv."CCO. 

Nashville Warbler: Arriving first in Columbus OD 24 Apr (M. England), numbers peaked al 28 birds OD 

KeUeys Won 16 May tfok V. Faziol. and the last at Magee OD 30 Ma) cM&T Romito). 

Northern Panila: V. Fazio bad ooe at Shaker Lb oa 12 Apr. and birds appeared steadily ..00 m small 
numbers through the period. v.ith the last migJ311t reported oo 30 r.fa) near W~ter (S. Snyder}. 

YelJow Warbler: On schedule. with tbe fint seen at SVWA on 18 Apr(N. Keller). The Kelle):. Isl cOOlll 

found 269 then: oo 16 ~f.ay (T. Bartktt). 

Chestllut-sided Warbler: On 26 Apr, J. Stenger ootcd ooe as MWF. and N. Keller and K. ~lcDooald 
another nearby in Hamilton. The high count was 20 al Magee OD 13 May (R. Harlan. S. Wagner). 
TV.·o males in the CVNRA on 31 May (D&A Cbasar) were probably OD tenitory. 

Magnolia Warbler: Two WayM repom were on the early 1de-l May l~L Gingerich) and 4 Ma) 
(Uri Yoder). At .Magee there were 25 by 13 Ml} CR. Harlan. S. Wagner). and at HBSP 22 on 24 
May(L. Roscbe). Possible nesters m tbeoortb w-ere birds al Hinckk) Res'o in MMina I May-31 

July (N. Kotesovec). 

Cape May Warbler: Often tbe most ooocoofonning warbler.ju>t. as it~~~ most quarrt~. One 
was \'ideouped al a feeder in Logan in late Mar (/Uk D. Daniel)-!lfilSlOO Ul>CIUlllhlc. Three m 
Ciocinnari oo 27 Apr were oo a more expected scbe.dule (N. Cade). The high COODI v.as the last ooe: 

four at Magee oo 17 Ma) <B&S Biris). 

Black-throated Bloc Warbler: Eartyish OD 27 Apr a1 Sc!OlO Trail (B. Royse). therr migration V.al. 

otherwise normal. with a high count of9 at Magee on 17 ~fa) (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). and a 
depamm: oo 24 May, when three v.~ as HBSP (L. Roscbe). 

YeDow-rmnped Warbler: On 3 May. 122 were seen OD the ONWRC, but numbers seemed low overall. 

v.1th few repOlled after 10 ~fay. 

Black~tbroated Grttn Warblu: A bird was in LDM on 3 Apr (fide V. Fazio) and another in Columbus 
oo the 8* , L England). Seven were among the throngs at ~fagee oo 13 May (R. Harlan. S. 
Wagner). A straggler passed through Holmes on 31 May. DOted by L. Yoder. 

81.ackbumian Warbkr. B. Royse rqoted the fust. at Scioto Trail SP on 27 Apr. Not commoo thb 
spnng. seven were at Magee on 13 May (R. Harlan. S. Wagner). and two reports brought up tbe 
rear OD the early date of 21 May 81 Shaker Us (f&:M Romito). 

Yellow-throated Warbler: Quite early "-as one on I Apr al M\\'F (L. Peyton). reinforced b} aootber 
riding tbe next pat.ch of weather a1 Cowan ll SP on tbe 1• (L. Gara). One wa.. al the CV!l<'RA oo 
the lot', and three by the I:?"' (D&:A Cbasar). The laner observas couoted 12 singing males along 

tbe Cuyahoga Rand Chippewa Ck during the period. 

Pine Warbler: Birds returned to Cincmnati (D. Hochadel) and Lake Hope SP (D. Sapienza) 
by I Mar By the 7*. one was a Findley SP CC. Rieker). C. Babyak had two singing males at 

Mosquito LK oo 28 May. and one at Meander Res on the 31 . 
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Praim Warbler: Armed U Alma. irnt-<1. oo 15 Apr 'D . Sapie1w11. Numerous m 1b stroogbold.i.. 
•1th 25 ID Atlams on :?5 Apr IB.Foppe> and ~I al \\ oodbur) WA in Coshoc:ton on 14 May 1B. 
Glick). lnt~g wa,,, ooe decidedly elsewheT"e. aa Kelle)s 11 OD 13 May tK. Metcalf). 

Palm Warbler. 1be first two rq>orb were of thqellow hypoclrnsea raa:. ooe in l.akeoo 10 A.pr 1J. 
Pogacnik). and the othc:r in lhc Cincmnati area on 12 Apr fD. S tyer ). Twenl} were a1 HBSP on I 
.\fay. K. .\1etcalf). and M OD the 3 May o:-.'WRC. A la.>t brnl Wib noted~ EHSP 00 16 .\tay 'Y. 
Fazio). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: F~l aai\ing on 4 May in Ro.ss (B. Royse). they pealed on 16-17 May at 
.\tagee. with counb of 20 oo the fonner lT &.\I Romito) and 25 oo the laner due CR. Harlan. S. 
Wagner). One dallied at HBSP on 31 .\by 1K. Metcall). 

BlackpoD Warbler: l..i.ke the prttcding 'pecies. armed 4 .\fa) in Ro.ss (B. Royse). and recorded high 
cown.. of 25 al Magee 1M&T Romito) and 24 on Kelleys J,J (\'. Fazio) oo 16 Ma). Two mnained 
111 .\Lli;cc on 31 May (R. H arlan. S. Wagner). 

Cerulean \\arbler. Arrived at Shawnee SF <troogholds oo 24 Apr IC. Johnston); a pioneer rcacbed the 
Magee bird uail b) 13 May (V. Faziol. Good num~ 11;ere at the CVJl.llA by IS May (A&D 
Chasar). 

Bladt-and-""bilt Warbler: In Hockirr11 b~ I 5Apr1P. Ra'°er ct al). bu1 DOl to HBSP unlil 2 May IL. 
Rose.he). Sc\en were .ii M~ee oo both 13 and 14 .Ma) 1R. Harlan. S. Wagner). 

American Red.st.art: A remarUble five Apr dates. in Hancot:k oo the 2 I • (C. Edr.ert jide 8. Hardesty), 
in Sciotc> on the 24 IC. Johnston). <II Salt Fork SP on the 25"' (J. Larsool. al Spr1ngviUe M~h on 
the 26* (T . Bartlett\. and uo the 30 al .\fohi.:an SF IE. Rt'bmann l. By 16 \ LI). 20 could be found 
at Magee CR. Harlan. S. Wagner). 

Prothonotary Warbler : Three Cl'tabli.Jied territorie, al SV\\ A by 26 Apr (L. Gara). and binh appeared 
at lraditiooal ~through mid-~fay. 

Worm-eating Warbler: Extraordinary wa:. a brnl oo 31 ~tar at Lake-bore ~1P CJ . Pogamikl, lhoogh not 

a recnrd. as ooc Wib m Ortmo·aoo 29 ~tar 199-i ·~t&J SlaieldcastJeJ lo odd p~ elsie'A~ v.cre 
ovenhooting bu<b at M~ee oo 6 Ma)· (R. Harlan. S. Wagner) and m Seneca on 17 May(\'. 
Fazio). 

Sgioson 's Warbler : :-;cited by bander<, one w'lb p~pbed in OtJa>4·a on ~8 Apr (/ilk J. 
SMldcastle). Accq>led by the OBRC. 

Ch enbird; Rqioru began OD 21 AJW wirh .e"craJ in Ross I B. Royse). and smallish numbers cresred al 

ooly fi"e at Magee oo 17 May IB&S Hirn), One remained there on 31 Ma) (R. Harl.an, S. 
Wagner>. 

~onhero Waterthrusll: One w;u quite e4Uly oo 15 Apr at P...lagee lfok V. Fazio). High count was .-i~ OD 

rhe 3 May ONWRC. 

Louisiana Walerthnish: foe reports for Mar, the firn m lklaware oo the 26 (8. Sbh-ely) but the rest 

from the far oonh. ending with a bird 11 Magee oo lhc 28'1' 1S. Zadar). Twehe were ID !he Mohican 
SF by 22 Apr (B. Glick). and one on territory in lhe Oa1. Openings by 17 .\1a) CR. Harlan. 
S. Wagner), with three ID HiodJey ~IP. Medi11D. oo 31 .\fay (L Roscbe). 

KenlUck} Warbler: Appeared in Hamilron OD 2 May IF. Renfrow). with high COUJlb of four on 6 .\ fay 
at Co•= U IL. Gara) anJ in Cos1rocton <L Schlabach _ 1be ,.pccie, v.lb ~al lea>t three~ 
in m1d-~tay at the Ma.,0tt blrd trail (mobs I. 
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Conn«ticut Warbler. Eight or nine bmb 11;cre reported. Fm.t was ..n earl) ooc oo the Magee bird 
uail oo 14 May (/id~ V. Fazio). where others were reported lhrocgh 25 Ma) (/ilk Fazio)_ One 
sang on the latter dale in Holmn for K. Miller, and lhc same da) E. Pieiu had one at 

Fue~tone MP. Summit. 

Mourning Warbler. A dcttnt bul umcmarkablc migJUion. v.'ith arrival al l\Llgee on 1-l ~fay (R. 

Rkbrdl and founcen other rq>Ol'b !are in the mooth from the same locale . 

Common Yellowtbroat: J &E Snimy found ooe oear W OO>ter on 19 Mar. and some naturally 
"peculated 11 may have O\'CNintaed. ~ex1 was a more e:tpccled report from 25 A~m H~s (T. 
Bocbstetler>. 8 . Glick counted oo fe'o\er th.an 125 sinpng males in Woodbuty WA. Coshocwn. oo 
14 May, 11; bile 51 were counted for the Magee ccTISlU of 17 May IB&S Hiris). 

Hooded Warbler: One arri\'ed io Ro~ oo 23 Apr (B. Royse I. and brnls reached HBSP by 5 May (K. 

~letcalf). Seven lo eight v.-ere in G~auga 6- I 6 May lfok D. Best). 

Wilsoo•s Warbler. In Columbus b) 8 May (T. Thomson) .ina Magee by 13 May lfok V. Fazio). where 
sc"en were found oo 23 May and tl!io oo the 31 (R. Harlan. S. Wagner). 

Canada Warbler. Seven reached Magee OD 13 Ma) CR. Harlan. S. Wagner). and oo the following day 
fhe were oored oo lraditiooal breeding ground> m the Mohican SF (J. Kline). 

Yellow-brusted Chat: Anne.127 Apr m Ross (8. Royse). v.1th a high COUllt of 30 binh m 8 . Glick·s 
14 .\fay 5111Vey of Woodbary WA in U>slwctMI. 

Summer Tanager: J. Hammond found the first. oo 26 Apr in Green Lawn Cem in Columbus. Among 
out-of-the-way repom.. ooe was al HBSP oo 17 May IL. Roscbe 1. 

Scarlet Tanager: Early was a pair at Mill Ck Pk. Mahonm,,. OD 13 Apr (N. Bnllldage). By 9 May 15-
20+ could be~ in Cosltocron <L Schlabach). On a 14 May qm·ey. 8. Glick found 17 al 

Woodbury WA. 

EasUro Towbee: Some wior.erecl Migranb numbered up IO 12 in Columbus oo 26 Mar lfok T . 
Tbomsool. 14 al Magee oo the out da) I''. Faziol. and 12 at HBSP the da) after tl:w <L Rose.he). 
1be high was I 5 on lhc 3 May 0 )1.'WRC 

AmuicaD Tree Sparrow: On I .\tar . .io<> were counted oo the O~WRC. and oo I 5 Mar 15 1 OD the 
Magee census CB&S Hiris), Two lingemi long in Hancock, and were last seen on 12 ~fay (8 . Von 

Stdn,jide B. Hardesty). 

Chipping Sparrow: After a good omnber of •inter n:cords. one wa. .. inpng ID Medina on 9 Mar' R. 
Barlan, S. Wagner). B. Hardesty's Hancock qm·ey found 96 oo 25 Apr and 62 on 26 May. 

Clay<Olorrd Sparrow: A singing brnl was found in Knox oo 3 May 1J&E Soi\"dyt anolher the same 
d3) in Hnfnv( IJ. l\liller). and ooe m Hamilton 00 211\fa) (D. Styer). Reported OD 9 and 16 May at 

HBSP (E. Bacik.fok L. Rose.he). 

Field Sparrow: A fcv. 'Aintered. Birch in lhc CVNRA OD 9 Mar (T &M Romito) and one in Hanroc:lc oo 
17 Mar Cfide 8. Hardesty) mighr ha\·e. as 11;eH. Twehe mignnts v.en: at HBSP oo 28 Mar 

(L. Roscbe). 

Vesper Sparrow: Tiie first report came from Hobus OD 21 ~tar 1~L Schlabach), One wa. at HBSP on 
13 Apr •L. Rose.he). 8. llardesty had counts oo her Hancock sun·eys of 36 OD 9 .\uy and 28 oo 26 

May. 
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Lark Sparrow: Away from the csW>li~ Oal ()pcoiar' popuUOoo. ooe Wb on the bird trail a1 

M;tgee oo I ~fay (T. Colborn). and the indlvidu.11 thal Wllltered in H~s mowed up at J. 
Beasley·~ feeder ~ ll.\ late a> 4 Apr IL Schlabach). 

Sa\"annah Sparrow: Arrived al Kill<kcr oo 16 ~Lr O'. Fazio). Eighteen were at HBSP on 13 Apr (L. 
Rosc:he). and a flock of 30+ in the Bobolink ~a on 16 Apr (B. Morrison). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: At The W1l<b. \fwh11x""'· on 18 Apr a flocL of 15+ b;,,d grov.'ll to 50+ by the 
~ U. Larson!. One Wb at HBSP oo 3 May IL. Rosc:ile l. B. Glidc"s 1-t ~tay qm-ey a1 Woodbury 
WA turned up 21. At BIWA oo 26 ~1a) \'. Fazioooun1ed 15. 

Bensknr's Sparrow: Two 'bov.-ro up al Killbuck oo 10 Apr (B. Glick I. and nambers amvcd a1 The 
Wtl<bon 18 Apr(J. larsool. With 30-40+ found. Pre.cul al Lake Lia So An WA m "illiaMI from 
16 ~fay lo the end of period IJ. Grabmeier). 

~clson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow: Scarce in ~g. one was photognpbed on 17 l'>hy al Mallard Club 
M~ by B. Finkelstein 

Fox Sparrow: Migralioo bq:in in Feb, and oo 27 MM a good touI of 38 wen: found on the ~tagec bird 
tru.11\'. Fazio1: on the ne:itt day. L Rosc:he had 12 at HBSP. B. ~torrisoo foand 14 a.t Quail Hollow 
SP Start. oo 3 Apr. One bung :around in Ashland through 9 May for B. Bo:rnett. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: A bird was found at Gi.J.moR Ponds. Buzkr, on 26 Apr(£. Baumgardner et al.). 
The fi~t at the Lake was at HBSP oo I May IK. ~fcteall), where the high count of 10 bircb came on 
16 ~lay <R. Hannikman,ji~ L. R06Che). WI seen at the tarter location on 31 Ma} (Mclcall). 

Swunp Sparrow: Some ~ntcred as lliUal. Higb COWlb wen: IOin the CY:-.O"R.Aoo 18 Ma) tT&~1 
Romito1and17 .it Stn:c~boro Bog oo 5 Ma> (R. Rickard). 

Wb.i~tbroatcd Sparrow: ~tigr.mi.. peaked with -250 oo the 3 ~ta) 0:-.0"\\'RC. A few rmWncd as late as 
31 ~fay, wbeo ooe W<1$ sllU at Magee (R. Harlan. S. Wagner). 

Dark~)ed JUDro: l\ligrmili .;.cemed scanty, with a singlc-loca11on high COOD1of4-0 .it Sbo..kcr ~on 5 
Apr C~l&T Romito). Brecdmg seemed indicated in Geauga, with bir<b through the period (/Uk D. 
Bcso. and one in Mol:uC'.in SF ""'1g through at•~• 29 May (B. l\lorrison ct al.J. 

Lapland Lonppur: ~lig;ranh were ooccd in good numbers in field,, in and near 81\\'A by V. Fazio: 1600 
on 23 Mar, 166 oo 24 .\far. and-t(J() oo 30 Mar, wilh ~ oumbeTs lhroogh 27 Apr. La.i.t were 10 
m LMcas oo 8 May (.jiU C. Ricker). 

Soow Bunting: Scanty rmgraob mdoded 17 on 3 ~tv in FUldlay (B. Hardesty). up to 15 at Killdeer OD 

16 Marl''· Fazio). and a laie bird oo :?.& ~far at HBSP (fide L Roscbe). 

Rose-brastcd Grosbeak: D. Styer repoltCd one io Ha"li/t()fl on 27 Apr, and by 2 Ma) J. Pogacnik wa:; 

10 sec one io l...aU. Seven were :a Magee on 13 May for the high count (R. Harlan. S. Waper). 

Bloc Grosbeak: Away from ib traditioo.a.1 haunts, J. :'Iii.sky found two at Mohican SF oo 9 
May. One bad returned to the Toledo airport -ite on 16 ~fay (L Durbin). and a11<"11cr 10 a 
nearby Dal Opc01n~ locale the following day (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). 

lodigo Bunting: Two bird -«IC in Hocki11g CD. Slomer) and ooc in H~s ~ D. Klinc)-wcrc c:arty on 
18 Apr. B. Hardesty":. 'llr\'C)or5 found 54 in Hancockoo 26 May. 
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Dickc::mcl: Three reports. all in a mancr of <la)·!>. One WOb in Hol.MLs on 26 Apr (A. Byltt). one 
returned the same day IO Pauldi11g (DM1 Dunakin>. and OD the 29" another ""lb found in 
Holl'Ms. la!cr to be seen ,,.,;lb a female (V. Beachy). 

Bobolink: Arrived in G~ms~· and Mu.sbngum oo 30 Apr (J. Larson). On 9 May 3-t wen: around 
MosquitoU (C. Baby.t). NcarBfWA 22 male:. were found ma small wheal field OD 20May b} V. 
Fazio, and ooc was interesting at Hmctley l.\1P. MedillO. on 29 ~by • • Kotcso,·ec). 

Red-winged BJackbird: Large numbers wintered. The high o;pring couot was DOl so large. wilh 2528 at 
Magtt oo 15 Mar (B&S Hiris l. 

Eastern ~lcadowlartt: Four ID Lorain oa l M.ar were probably early migrants CP. Lozano). The high 
count of 28 came from the Hancock survey of 9 May Cfole B. Hardesty). 

Western Meadowlark: A. Troyer bad one on bis Holmes farm from 25 May mto June. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Numerous reports.. T. Bartlett bad lhrtt a1 Springville MaNi oo I Mar, first 
l>ttt1 on 28 Feb. One was w11h a large blad.:bird roo:.t m MWW oo 29 ~lar (:S. Kcllcr). R. Arnold 
found one a1 hb Pt Clinton feeder for the lhi.rd year in a rov. oo 6 .\tay. From 9-25 May a male was 
ocar Malla.rd Oub ~Lir<b a1 a feeder (mobs). R. llarlao and S. Wagner found ooc at Magee on the 
13 At Metzger. 1-2 bum ""ere seen 16-20 ~hy (D. Rickard ct .J.). On 16 May rv.u were a1 Cedar 
Pt :'\'Vt'R CC. Ricku. ~L Gallaway). 

Rusty Blackbird: ~1ost oomerou.-. in l.aic Mar. with-1200 ai MBSPoo the 26 IV. Fazio) and-150at 
Funk on the 29"" (C. Hott). Late ,,.,.ere single bum in Cuyahoga on 11 May (R . Rartao S. Wapr) 
and one in Geauga on the 19" CD. Best). 

Commoo Gnidlc: Usually rem..n:.ablc only for their numben:, lind o;o they were. al least in Wa)'nl'. B. 
Glick~ 20.000 at IGdroo oo 13 .\tar, and .M. Weanr 25.000 to 30.000 there oo the 17". 

Ore.bard Oriole: Mon: th.in US0311y rcpMcd from the north. Armed 26 Apr at Shawnee Looloul (J. 

S~) and Sprmg Gro\C Can in Cincinnati (N. Cadrl. E. Schlabach and J. Kline found the higb 
count on a bicycle tour of Tuscarawas/HolmLs/CoschoctCJfl on 9 May: 14 birtb. Tv.u were al HBSP 
oo 16 May (L Rosc:he). 

Baltimore Oriole: Four Aprreporb. the earliest the 18" in K.inland Hills, l..akL (foJe J. Larson). J. 
Pogacoik saw44 over U Erie inUlh on 7 ~lay, and TMI Romito 3021 In Rd in the CVNRA on 
18 and 2.3 Ma). 

Purple Fmcb: The flocL al Mohican still numbered SC\CD on 14 .\tar (~L Gingerich>. Many "'-ere 
rcponed ID group:. of I~ acroo;;. cle'"CD oorthem counti~ through the period. 

Red Crosmm: Four were a1 Spring Gro,·c Ccm iD Cincinnati oo 14 Mar ·.Cade). Mohican SF seem:. 
always co ba\'C a few, dlld L. Yoder ct al found 13 there on 9 May 

Wb.i~wi.ngcd Cros.sbill: Thirteen were with red CTOS»bills ..i Spr Grove Ccm oo 14 Mar (N. Cade), and 
another showed up at Green Lawn Ccm in Columbo;. oo the ne:itt da) (P. Ra\'er). In le-~ lugubrious 
surrounding:. were 8-15 at Holden Arboretum. Lake. on 4 Apr (B. Pctruscbkc l. tbrcc the 
next day at Sbo..ker Lh (\'. Fazio). and one in Garfield Pl: near ac,·cland oo 17 Apr (B. 
Hinkle) Two lingered OD 4 May at J. Pogacnik's feeder in Lale. 

Common Redpoll: l'\ot a rcdpoU }'cal" O\"crall. Teo v.-ere in Fmdley SP, Lorain. on 2 .\1ar (C. R.ic:k.cr). 
Fifteen wen:~ as flybys at ~tagcc oo 2.3 Mar (T. Bartlclt ct al). 
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Pine Siskin: Some ,.,.ere around all v.i.oter, and present in spnng in 10+ counties. ~!olucan SF held 
140 on 12 Mar (B. Glic::k). and 35 on 22 Mar CJ. Larson). One lingered as late as 31 May ar 
HBSP (K. Metcalf). 

Evening Grosbeak: Appeared in IO or more northern counties during the period. after fewer appearance. 
in v.inter. High count was -50 at Lakeshore ~fl>. IAh!. on 7 M.ay (J. Pogacnik). and the latest ,.,.as 
seen in Holmes on 13 May (L. Yoder ct al.). 

CO:rrRIBLTORS: We gratefully o,.,.e lo the follo\\<ing birders d.aJa from the above report>. generously 
shared: Cbarloae Anderson.. Gene Anderson. Frank. Annarino. Carole Bab) ak. Emil Bacik, Zac 
Baker. Bob Ball. Nick Barber, Dorothea Barter, Lynn Barnhart. Tom Bartlcn. Roo Bauer. Erich 
Baumgardner. Sue Baxter. Vernon Beachy, J~ Beechy. Joe Bens. Dan Best. Adam Blank, Linda 
Bode. Charlie Bombaci. Bill Bossnc. Judy Bradl·Ba.mh.art, Jenmfer Brumfield. Nancy Brondage, 
Gina Buckey. Byron Bomen. Mike Busam, Amos By la. ~eill Cade. Todd Cliapman. Aon Chas.ar, 
Dwight Ou..;ar, Tun Colborn. Dolores Cole. Bob Conlon, Brad Courson. Donna DameL Crystal 
Davis. Gordon Demais, Dne Dister. John Dobyns. Doug Dunakin, Micki Dubakin. Jon Dunn. Eric 
Durbin, Curt Dusthuner. Carol Eckert, Laurie Edw-Mds. Greg Emmert. Marc England. Richard 
Esker, Vic Fazio. Dume Ferris. Bob Fmlelstein. Ed Folts. Bob Foppe, Jim Fry, Mike Gallaway. 
John Games.. Lany Gara, Lee Garling. !\.WI Gingench. Bruce Glick. Adam Goloda.. Jeff Grabmeier, 
Frank Greenland. Betty Hardesty, Joe Hammond. Rob Harlan. Ja,on Ha,ccamp. Gary Hayi.. Jeff 
Ha)i., Jim Heflich, Helen Heodrickson. John Herman. Hank Hiris. Sally Hiris. Da"·e Hochadel, Judy 
Hochadel Tun Hoclwetler, Dick Hoffman, Jean Hoffman. Craig Holt. Gabe HQl>letJer. Linda 
Holbhowcr. Nancy Hovell Dan lngold. Cece Johnston. Jeff Jones. Ned Kena, Tom Kenerman. Cal 
Keppler, Tom Kemp, Da"id Kline, Jonathan Kline.. Gerry Klug. Kun Kncbusch, Doroth} Kohl. 
Norm Kotesovec. Jeff KraU!>C. Bob Lane. Denise Lane. Jason Larson, Andlcw Leed,,. Tom Leiden. 
Greg Links, Dorccne Linzen, Paula Lozano, Jim McConnac. Kevrn Messner. Ke'>in Metcalf. Bruce 
Miller. Jeffrey Miller, Jonathan !'.filler. JO!oeph J. Miller. Kent l'-.1illc1, Leon Miller, le'll'i Miller. 
Wayne Miller. Dave Minney. Ben Monisoo. Ed Mo:.eL Evelyn ~lyers, Junior Nisley. Dave 
Offenbarger. Doug Q\·eracker. Steve Peli.tan. Haans Petruscbke. Lester Peyton, Ed Pierce. Bob 
PLrier. John Pogacnik. Leo Pow lick. Den.nb Profant. Sandy Qu:mdt. Aileo Raber. John Rakestraw. 
Jean Ranahan. Ed Rebmann. FJ'311k Renfrow, Pam Ra\.-er. Dick Rickard. Craig Rieker, Arnold 
Robin"- Mary Anne Romito, Tom Romito, Sue Ros-, Bob Royse. 03,,e Russell Dave SL John. Dan 
Sanders. Dave Sapienza.. v.~mnie Samo, Ed Schlabach. Leroy Schlabach. Marty Schlabach, Robert 
Schlabach. Tim Schrock. Mate) Scott. Wilma Seiler. Ron Semp1er, Julie Shieldcb'tle. Mark 
Shieldcastle, Troy Shi\'Cl}. Pat Sica. Tona Sica. 03Ye Slomer. Elaine Snively. John Snively, Su 
Snyder, Emily Sprague, Bill Stanley. Jay Stenger. Dave Styer. Carl Sweigert. John Szanto, Bill 
Thomj»OD. Tom Thomson, Rob Thom, Ano Toneff, Bill Toneff, Andy Tro)CT, HeDJ} Troyer, 
~fenin Troyer, Carol T\'etlrem, Tom Uhlman, Man Victona. Barb \'oo Stein. Sandy Wagner. 
.\1ark Wea, er. Monroe Weaver, Dan Webb. Bill Whan. Courtney Willis. Jeff Wise, Stan 
Wulkowicz. Leroy Yodtr, Levi Yoder. Peny Yoder, James Zabriskie. Scan Zadar. Marian Zehnder. 
We also received imalaable assistance from the editari; of~ Clr.·eland Bird Cahndar and ThL 
Bobolink, as wen as from ooline services managed by Vic Fazio III. 

72 The Ohio cardinal 

summer 1998 Overview 
by Bill Whan 

In fall, "Winter. and spring, freakish aberrations in normal weather-strong 
winds, sharp fluctuations in temperature. violent storms, fog, etc.--often make 
birding more interesting. Migrations can be sped up or retarded, and \'agrants blown 
in; the unusual can become, briefly, routine. Because birds are then free to adjust to 
new conditions b) foraging in different places or in new ways. or to leave an area 
entirely if things get tough, we can enjoy a new mix of birds without feeling they are 
suffering unduly as a result Thus it is that strong and steady winds from north or 
south, giant cold fronts sweeping across the landscape, or unseasonably hot nights 
with fog and drizzle, can bring hopeful observers out in numbers to see the resulting 
changes in the local birdlife at times when birds are wintering or migrating. 

In the breeding season, such great fluctuations from the nonn tend to be 
unwelcome to birds and birders alike. Violent atmospheric conditions are then less 
likely to blow in fabulous rarities. and much more likely to disrupt in fatal ways 
birds' attempts to propagate their own kind. drowning or blowing down nests. 
chilling hatchlings, wiping out food sources, etc. In summer, birds are tb.e most 
conservative in tb.eir behaviors. and just as they become far more choosy and 
restricted about where and how tb.ey spend their days. birders perforce follow suit 
forgoing chases after rarities and hopeful visits to fabled local hotspots in favor of 
patient deliberate observations, taking pleasure rat.her in incremental learning about 
lhe local residents. 

lbis sommer had a somewhat rocky start, with cooler than normal temperatures 
early in Jone in all regions. and in many places some violent storms with heavy rains 
in mid-month. neither helpful to nesting birds. Nighttime temperatures fell into the 
low 40"s F too often in the former case. and in the latter, Cincinnati recorded 5.7T' 
more rain than normal. Later. conditions moderated. and temperatures rose into the 
9()"s Fin from two to five clays in late June across the state. July was calm and oot so 
hot, with near-normal precipitation. ensuring success for birds whose nests had 
survived earlier threats from the weather. 

Two Review Species were found this summer. both of them at Killdeer Plains 
Wildlife Area-a white ibis and an unusual mid-summer western kingbird. Many 
remarkable nestings took place: see the reports for short-eared owls. great egrets. 
golden-crowned kinglets. red-breasted nuthatches. northern harriers. sandhill cranes, 
several flycatcher species, and others. We noted the continuing decline of marsh 
species: black terns. bitterns. and rails, and the growing numbers of grassland 
species in areas once co\'ered with dense forest. in wildlife areas reclaimed from 
strip mining. Habitat for shorebirds continued to be scarce, and only the last hurrah 
of the Lorain impoundment as a haven for shorebirds and larids provided even a 
less-than-perfect resource-toxic spoil and dead things rotting in the sun-for long­
distance migrants. Turnover at Lorain was rapid for migrants, who found the food 
less than relishing. as fatalities were frequent among galls poisoned by sludge from 
Ohio"s most polluted river. One hopes we'll take such lessons as we can find from 
the data in the reports that follow. 

For instructions about interpreting the reports, see the foot of the Wmter 1997-
98 Overview on page 39. 
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