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In addition to the cited individuals within, the following birders had observations
facilitating the analysis of the season.

John Augustine, Bob Bell, Charlie Bombaci, Judy Bradt-Barnhart, Jenny Brumfield,
Sandy Burris, Don Chalfant, Bob Conlon, Jim Fry, Robert Foppe, Jim Fowler, Joe
Hammond, Helen Hendrickson, Jason Hovekamp, Mrs Gansey R. Johnson III, Cece
Johnston, Lester Peyton, Len Powlick, Frank Renfrow, Wilma Seiler, Joe Strong, Walt
Sturgeon, Bill & Ann Toneff, Gildo Tori,
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The Ohio Christmas Bird Counts 1996-1997
by
Ned Keller

This year, we present the results from 58 count circles located at least
partially in Ohio for the 1996 - 1997 Audubon Christmas Bird Count. Some
of the circles reported in the Christmas Count issue of Audubon Field Notes
were not submitted to us, and are not included here. However, other circles
are reported only here.

We found a total of 1,098,735 individuals of 137 species, as compared to
924,456 individuals of 139 species last year. Firelands counters found the
most birds, 232,642, of which 168,710 were Ring-billed Gulls and 56,136
were Bonaparte's Gulls. Cincinnati found the most species, 86, followed by
Mentor with 82, Cuyahoga Falls with 81, and Millersburg and Ottawa N.W.R.
with 80 each.

The number of species seen is strongly affected by the number of rarities
seen. This year, the unusually high number of 16 species, Great Egret (not
seen in Ohio), Brant, Blue-winged Teal, Oldsquaw, Broad-winged Hawk,
Least Sandpiper, Purple Sandpiper, Dunlin, Thayer's Gull, Glaucous Gull,
Rufous Hummingbird, Marsh Wren (not seen in Ohio), American Pipit,
Ovenbird, Rose-breasted Grosbeak and Vesper Sparrow) were represented by
only a single individual.

Much of the fun of Christmas Counts comes from finding rarities, but their
real value lies hidden in the data collected on the more usual species.
Learning about population trends over many years and extended areas
requires compiling data from many years and many count circles. That sort
of interpretation is well beyond the scope of this article; but if you are
interested, and have access to the Internet, you might want to take a look
at the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center's Christmas Bird Count web page,
located at http://www.mbr.nbs.gov/bbs/cbc.html.

In the charts, the number assigned to each count corresponds to the
numbered circle on the accompanying map of the state. A single asterisk (*)
next to an entry denotes that we received a written description of the
bird; reports of rare or extremely out-of season birds without descriptions
may well be accurate, but must be viewed with suspicion. A double asterisk
(**) denotes that this species is extremely rare, and that therefore
documentation of the sighting has been referred to the Ohio Bird Records
Committee for review. Finally, a plus sign (+) indicates that the bird was
seen outside Ohio.
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Wildlife News : Lake Erie Cormorants Prefer Sheephead, Shad, and Shiners

Freshwater drum (sheephead) and bait fish make up the primary diet of
Double-crested Cormorants on western Lake Erie, while walleye and yellow
perch are seldom consumed, according to a recent study (Mike Bur, Great
Lakes Science Center, Sandusky, OH). The study was initiated in 1997 "to
determine which fish species were consumed by the region's exploding
population of cormorants” - Mike Bur. The research was a joint project of the
US Geological Survey's Biological Resources Division (Lake Erie Biological
Station), Ohio Division of Wildlife, and US Department of Agriculture
(National Wildlife Research Center).

Some area residents and anglers are concerned the rapid increase in
nesting cormorants could have possible adverse affects on local fish or other
wildlife populations. Cormorant numbers in western Lake Erie have increased
steadily since the birds first began nesting on West Sister Island in 1992.
Cormorant colonies now exist on West Sister Island (1,500 nests), East Sister
Island (4,300 nests), and Middle Island (3,000 nests). Some fear these fish-
eating diving birds may be consuming important game fish that are valuable
to local sport and commercial fisheries. Stomach contents were examined of
more than 300 cormorants collected from April through October near Middle
Island, West Sister Island, and Sandusky Bay. Results indicated that 50 % of
the stomachs contained young gizzard shad, 34 % contained freshwater drum,
and 33 % contained emerald shiners. In all, 15 species of fish and two
invertebrate species (crayfish and snail) were identified. Very few yellow
perch and walleye were found eaten by cormorants,

Freshwater drum was found in many of the stomachs from April through
June. After July, gizzard shad were consumed by more than 80% of the
cormorants from August through October, while emerald shiners occurred in
half the stomachs during September and October. The average weight of food
in each stomach was about 1/4 pound, which was typical throughout the study
period. Freshwater drum comprised the greatest portion of total stomach
weight from April through July. This coincided with the time in which adults
were incubating eggs and when young were in the nests. From August to
September, young gizzard shad made up the largest % of weight consumed,
which occurred shortly after young cormorants left the nest. Emerald shiners
comprised almost 1/4 of the diet in weight during June when adults were
feeding young, and reappeared in the diet during September and October.

The study also compared fish consumption of cormorants to that of
walleyes. The diet of both walleyes and cormorants were similar from July
through October and indicated that both predators took advantage of the
abundant young-of-the-year gizzard shad. As much as 87 % of the walleye
diet consisted of gizzard shad, emerald shiners, and freshwater drum, while
99 % of the cormorant diet was made up of the same three species.
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