A CALIFORNIA GULL SIGHL AECORD #fOR OHlO

On iovenber 24, 1979, I was birding the harbor at the mouth of
the ruron Hiver in Huron, Brie County, Ohio, in the company of
Evelyn Gordon, 4t appreximately 0800, I got a brief glinpse at a
gull in flight that appeared to have & slightly darker mantle but
had extensive black on the wing tips. At first, I thought nothing
of this bird and centinued to observe the large numbers of gulls
feeding in the harbor. Almost as & second thought before under-
taking the hike to the end of the pler, I decided to get a better
look at the bird with an apparently darker mantle,

At 0815, I found this bird sitting on the boat docks several
hundred feet south of the Iwine House Hestaurant along the west side
of the river., For the next 45 minutes, I closely exanined this bird
with a 20X telescope at a distance of approximately 100 feet with
the sun nmostly at my back. The gull spent most of this time sleeping
and preening on the boat docks with many herring (Larus argentatus)
and rinm-billed zulls (L. delawarensis) although it made several
short flights around the basin, 1 recorded the foldowine field nctes
during this ebservation.

In direct comparison, this bird was the same slze as a fenmale
herring gull, It was noticeably larger than beth sexes of ring-
billed gull while it was distinctly smaller than a male herring gull.
Its overall shape was similar to a female herring gull except that
1ts legzs were much shorter, The legs of this blrd were nearly
identical in lenzth to those of the ring-billed gull,

The head, neck and upper chest of this bird were heavily washed
Wwith dusky gray-brown and appezred to be amuch dingier than the
herrinzg gulls, The remainder of the underparts and tail were pure
white, The mantle was a shade darker gray than the herring gull.
The differsnce in mantls color was quite distinctive and allowed this
bird to be resdily picked out of the large number eof gulls sitting
on the dock., 1In flight, this bird had a distinctive wing pattern,
particularly the amount of black on the wing tips wnich was more
extensive than that of the herring gull. The outer 3-4 primaries
were black to the wing coverts which created a straight line where
the black and gray meet on the wing rather than a concave arc typical
of the herring gull (these different wing patterns are clearly shown
in plate 32 of Gedfrey, 1965), On the outermest primary, the white
spot wes larger, appeared to extend te the tip of the feather, and
wos more noticeable in flight than that of the herring gull,

This bird had a dark brown irls. Its blll was yellowlsh-green
with red and black spots on the lower mandible and & plain upper
mandible, The size and shape of the bill was sinilar to a female
herrins gull, being noticeadbly smaller and slirmpmer than that of =&
male herring rgull, The lexs were greenish~yellow,

The following combination of fleld marks, size of a fenale
herring gull, short greenish-yellow legs, slightly darker mantle,
distinctive wing tip pattern in flight, dark brown iris, and red and
black spots on the lower nandible are all characteristic of the
Califernia guil (L. californicus) and ellminate all other similar
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gull specles, Boeth observers have had previocus field experience
with this specles in the western United States and agreed on this
identification.

Between 1030 and 1050 en the same day, I shewed this bird teo
John Fegacnik, Erdine Thompsen, Frank Hlebcar, Tim Cullinan &nd Jan
Hall. They all agreed with the identification although none had
previously seen this species, The next day, this bird was ebserved
at the same location by Aay Hannikman, Larry Rosche and Elinor Elder
whe also noted these fleld marks and concurred with this 1dentifieca-
ts (o) ¢ 39

Ihis sighting prevides the first documented sight record for
the California gull in Ohle. I could lecate only two previous sight
records of this species in western Lake Erie, these being immature
birds observed at two ilichligan localities, the iionroe pewer plant
on varch 24, 1978 and at retrepolitan Beach on April 10, 1978
(Bckert, 1978), I know of ne specimens or phetographs ef the
Califernia gull frem this area, Since this species breeds as far
east as horth Dakota and saniteba (Godfrey, 1966), it is not
inconceivable for a few individual California gulls to migrate eust
with the herring and ring=billed gulls that breed in the same area
and winter along the atlantic coast., dence, this species should be
looked for anong the larae flocks of gulls that frequent Lake Erie
during late fall.
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