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sutfides.  Birdlite on the unreclaimed stripmines was reduced to
practically nothing, as were mos! other forms of life.

In 1977, the lederal government passed the Surface Mining and
Reclamation Conirol Act, administered by the Depariment of Interior,
Office of Surface Mining. This law mandated that after a surface mining
operation was finished, the area must be reclaimed. Of course, it would
be irnpossible 1o restore these areas 1o their original contours and lorest
communities, so reclamation efforts took a different tack.

To dale, reclamation has consisted largely of smoothing the contours of
the land by grading down the highwalls and slag piles, thereby creating
a genlly undulating landscape of rolling hills.  Then, the areas were
sowed with a mixture of hardy, non-native grasses such as Quackgrass

and Kentucky Fescue (Festuca arundinacea). The
end result is a habitat radically different than what was once there;
indeed, the reclamation siles resemble miniature African plains and
savannahs. In fact, several thousand acres of this habitat has been
used 1o eslablish "The Wilds", a large game farm dedicaied 1o lhe
preservation, propagation and study O?Alrican animals such as girafle
and elephant, among others,

An unintended resull of the stripmine reclamation projects has been the
crealion of thousands of acres of open grassland habital, which has
proven to be suitable for a number of species of grassland birds. Many
of these species historically would have been quite rare in southeastern
Ohio, if they occurred there at all. Also, most of the birds which utilize
reclamation areas had been dependent upon farming praciices in the
laciated regions of the slale to provide habilal. As more of the smafler
arms have disappeared, to be replaced by large-scale operations, there
seem to be fewer of the {allow fields required for breeding. It appears
that there has been a shifl of these grassland bird populations to the
large reclaimed siripmines, where the largest numbers of many species
can now be found.

It is worth noting that of the nine or so “grassland” bird species thal are
presentily using the reclamation areas, probably all were very rare in
Ohio prior 1o European setilement. At that time, due to the extensive
forest cover in this region, there was very little suitable habitat for these
species, and their populations were centered farther to the west. As the
development of agriculture opened the forest and crealed habitat,
grassland bird species expanded eastward to exploit the newly created
areas. The abundance of incidentally created grassland-like habitat as a
by-product of farming probably peaked in the early to middie part of this
century. Since then, there seems {o have been a steady diminishment
of habitat, and a correlating reduction in numbers of grassland birds.
Reclaimed stripmines have, at least on a localized level, caused
gignificant increases in these bird poputations. This too, however, will
likely be a relalively short-lived phenomenon, as coal mining grinds to a
halt in Ohio, and the now suilable grassiands gradually succeed lo
woody vegetation.

Species Abundance

| have been informaily and intermittently surveying reclamation sites for
about 18 years now, and the following is my assessment of the status of
grassland birds ulitizing these areas. Admittedly, the lerm "grassland

ird" is somewhat ambiguous. For the purpose of this study, they are
defined as species which require larger (several acres or more) areas of
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University. These depredated young were identified to be 56 days oid
(Canterbury, pers. comm). This would suggest that lhe nest was
depredated aboul iwo days before discovery. Arriving on the morning of
June 15 at 8:00 a.m., we resumed our vigil. Unlike previous outings, the
female Nashville ventured into plain view, foraging within a stand of
nearby Eastern Cottonwoods (Populus dellcides). Also promising was
the response of the male Nashville to a ptayback of a recording of its
song. The male was seen to fly from within the spruces, over the lape
recorder, and into the cover of adjacent shrubbery.

Over the nexi hour, the female Nashville repeatedly perched upon the
branch tips, flicked her wings, and bobbed with agitation before
fetrealing into the spruces. She persistently gave loud "chip* calls.
Finally, at 9:10 a.m., the female dropped from the trees to the ground:
and, from where we were concealed, weo were able o see the warbler
approach the nest. Al 9:30 we inspected the nest and found that the
nestling had fledged. All that remained to mark ils journey was a
discarded fecal sac.

Few records have been published of summering Nashville Warblers in
Northern Ohio. Single males in Ashtabula Co. during 1928 and 1929
were reported by Hicks (1933) and an unpaired male was found in Stark
Co. in 1938 (Peleriohn and Rice, 1991). In 1982, during the Ohio
Breeding Bird Allas project, a male Nashville Warbler eslablished a

territory in Lorain Co., but no mate or nest was found (Peterjchn and
Rice).

There are only wo state records of nesting Nashville Warblers in Ohio,
bolh based on adults feeding young. It is unclear if any nest has been
previously discovered. While Hicks (1933) reports that "a male was
observed feeding a fledgling just out of the nest® in the Pymatuning Bog
area of Ashtabula Co. on June 15, 1931, he makes no mention of a
nest- details of which are scrupulously given for other species that he
considered "very rare and local® (i.e. Black-throated Blue Warbler,
Blackburnian Warbler etc ),

Ohio’s only other breeding record was provided by observations of a pair
of Nashville Warblers in Stebbins Gulch (Geauga Co) on several
occasions from June 10-27, 19689. The female Nashville was seen
feeding a fledgling Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) on June
24-25 (Flanigan, 1969).

As there seems 10 be no published description ol a Nashville Warbler
nest for Ohio, dimensions are as follows (measurements laken with a
dial caliper): outside diameter (with moss lining)- 6.5 x 11.2 cm., inside
diameter-- 5.8 cm., and depth~ 3.4 cm. These measuremenis are within
the range of values given in Williams (1996), except for the outside
diameter, in which the cup (8.5 cm.) fell short of the range and the moss
foundation exceeded it (range 7-10.5 cm.). The nest itself, a thinly
woven cup sel in a shallow depression beneath an overhanging grass
hummock, was composed of very fine grasses. |is foundation was
construcied chiefly of moss, with a few skeletonized leaves and broken
twigs. The rear of the nest, set against the grass hummeck, was devoid
of any material foundation.
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The vegetlation surrounding the nest was not dense, but was dominated
by Prickly Dewberry (Bubus flageliaris), grasses (Gramineag) and, to a
lesser degree, goldenrods (Sglidago sp ) Also svident were hawkweed
{(Hieracium sp.), mitkweed (Asglgmasj cinquefoil (Potentilla), Heal-all
{Prunella_vulgaris), European Buckthomn (Bhamnus. frangulz) and a
variely of mosses (Bryophyta). Shrubs inctuded Northern Arrowwood
(Viburnum recognitum), Cockspur Hawihorn {Crataegus. crusgalii) and
other Crataegus species. White Ash (Fraxinus americana) and Red
Maple (Acer rubrum) saplings were present; and young trees, ranging in
height from approximately 2-5 meters, included Red and While Oak

d Q. alba, respectively), white a stand of second
growth Eastern Colionwood grew nearby. The mosl prominent species
of tree was the numerous Blue Spruce (Picea pungens} plantings that
bordered the nest and ranged from approximately 1-& melers in height.
The site is best characterized as an old field habital progressing from
field to pioneer scrub and trees.
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Birding the Miami-Whitewater Wetlands
By Ned Keller and Paul Wharton

[Editor's note: this article is adapted from two articles lha.t appeared
originally in the September 1996 issue of "Passenger Pigeon®, the
newsletter of the Cincinnati Bird Club.]

An Introduction to the Area
by Ned Keller

The wellands area of Miami-Whitewater Forest (Hamiflon Co) has
become perhaps the best area for marsh birding in southwest Ohio,
surpassing even Spring Valley WA. To reach the Miami-Whitewater
wetlands, take the Dry Fork exit (Exit 3) from 1-74. Coming from
Cincinnali, turn right (north) onlo Dry Fork Rd. Afler 2.3 miles, bear
right onto New Haven Rd., then left after 0.7 miles onto Oxford Rd., and
lefl again after 0.1 mile onto Baughman Rd. Park on the right in a dirt
area past the bike trail and just past a small pond {0.6 mile). Walk back
to the pand, and foliow the dike out to the north into the fields, following
the unoilicial birder’s paths along a treeline. The official trail, Shaker
Trace, is designed for bicycles and misses the belter birding areas. A

new observation deck is accessible from both the dike and from Shaker
Trace. .

In addition to the marsh birds described below, the area is also good for
dabbling ducks and fair for diving ducks in migration. Common Snipe
are abundant in early spring, and other migrant shorebirds may be
found in numbers that vary with water levels.

The wellands are surrounded by fields, which the Hamilton County Park
District is in the process of converting from cropland to prairie.
Grasshopper and Savannah Sparrows are present in summer, while N.
Haerier and Short-eared Owl have been found in the winter. Small
numbers of Savannah Sparrows have also been found in the winter.
Dickcissel and Upland Sandpiper appear occasionally in migration.
Another group of ponds, which are good for ducks but not so productive
for marsh birds, may be found on the other side of Baughman Rd.,
another 100 yards past the parking area.

The Birds of Miami-Whitewater Wetfands
by Paul Wharton

In a few short years, the Miami-Whitewater wellands have changed from
farmland to the premier birding hotspot in Greater Cincinnati. Iis unique
habitats are a magnet for migrants and breeding birds. One lock at the

i i i will show just how much the Ohio breeding
ranges for many species have been impacted.

Historically, Pied-billed Grebes have nested in the L. Erie marshes, with
a few breeders as far south as Gilmore Ponds (Butler Go). However,
since the creation of the wetlands, they have become regular breeders
there. In 1996 there were at least five successful nests, with one being
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a probable second brood. American Bitlerns always cavse excitement,
so when | saw six on May 4, 1996, | was ecstatic. When | continued to
see and hear them in late May, | cautiously suspected breeding. Then,
in June, a nest with four eggs was foundl! This was scuthern Ohio’s
first nesting record in many, many years. Least Billerns are also of
special interest. At least eight nests with eggs have been found, and
others were likely overlooked in the masses of cailails. Green Herons
were confirmed as nesters when an unusual stick-nest was found in the
catiails. To top off the heron family, an immaiure Littie Blue Heron and
a small flock of Cattle Egrels were seen in early May.

At least three male and two female Ruddy Ducks actively courted
through May and June, 1996, but | found neither nests nor young.
"Woodies” and Mallards are cammon breeders, but no Blue-winged Teal
nested in 1996, although they have in the past.

Rails can be abundant migranis, with 86 Soras seen on May 4, 1996 A
few were reported throughout the nesting season of 1996, the same
being true for Virginia Rails. A King Rail nest was found in 1995, bui
they could not be found in 1886. Common Moorhens nested again, and
American Coots had at least eight nests in 1996-- the lirst Hamilton
County record in at least 20 years.

Missing since 1992, Sedge Wrens were again found in Augus! 1998 in
two separate fields. Marsh Wrens were strangely absent in 1996, afier
three pairs in 1995.

For sparrow enthusiasis, the wetlands are tough to beat. The large field
between New Haven Rd. and Baughman Rd. hosted four pairs of
Grasshopper and two pairs of Savannah Sparrows in 1996, A
Henslow's Sparrow was heard near the woodiot in late July, but not
found subsequently.

When | first heard about the 1000 acres that the Park District bought in
1989, | feared that we'd get more golf courses. So far, they've done a
great job of creating and maintaining wetland habitat.

For a complete day of birding, Miami-Whitewater Metropark, just to the
south of Miami-Whitewater Wellands, offers an impressive array of
nesling woodland birds, including geod numbers of Hooded, Cerulean
and Kentucky Warblers, Ovenbirds, Louisiana Walerthrushes, and more.

Ned Keller

7066 Wesselman Rd.
Cleves, OH 45002
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THE REPORTS-- SUMMER 1986
by John Herman and
Robert Harlan

Loons through Herons

Common Loon-—- Non-breeding
laggards were as foliows: 4 at the
Findlay Reservoirs [hereafter FRes]
{Hanc) 6/4-11, with 1 there 6/25 (BH);
at least 5 birds at 3 Allen Co.
reservoirs throu% 7127 (DD); & 1 at
Burr Oak SP (Athe/Morg) ior most of
July (LB).

Pied-billed Grebe-- Confirmed nesters
include at least 5 nesis at
Miami-Whilewater Wetiands ([hereaﬂer
MWW] (Hami) in early June (PW); 3
downy chicks at Grand River WA
(Trum) 7/28 {DJH); 3 ad. & 7 juv. al
Onawa National Wildlife Refuge
[hereafter ONWR] (Ottafi_uca) 7114
(CH); 8 1 ad. & 1 juv. at Mallard Club
Marsh WA [hereafler MCMWA] (Luca}
7128 (CH). 18 were at Magee Marsh
WA [herealier Magee] (Otla/Luca) on
both 6/16 & 7/21 (HSH). Afso found
in the following counties: Bult, Clar,
Erie, Hanc, Lake, & Warr.

Double-crested Cormorant—- 1470
nests were found at W, Sister Isiand
{Otla) (BSBO). Also summered at
numersous inland lakes.

Am, Bittern-- Only reports: 1
MCMWA 671 ; 1 Magee 616G
ﬂl-iSH) & 1 at the Rogers Rd. field at
Chagrin MP (Cuyafl_ake) 6/28
(NBa). Amazingly, a nest was found
at MWW 6/9 (PW).

Least Bitlern-- Singles were al Mentor
Marsh SNP Lak 6!1 (KM) and again
7114 (EB, R

Marsh (Ene) 6/9 (C ) & al Ashlabula
Harbor (Asht) 7/5 (JP). Up to & birds
were found at S){mng Valley WA
[hereafter SVW (GreeNVarr) for
most of July (m. obs ). At least 8
nests were discovered at MWW (PW)
& al Jeast 1 nest was found at
Gilmore Ponds Interpretive Preserve
(Butly 711 (PW).

Great Blue Heron- Largest reported
colonies were 1225 nesls at W, Sister
Is. (BSBO) & 358 nests at Lordstown
{Trum) 6/8 (CB). Up to 76 birds were
at the Lorain (Lora) lakefront dredge
disposal impoundment in July (NBa,
NKr).

The Ohio Cardinal
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Greal Egret- W. Sister Is. hosled 700
nesting pairs (BSBO).

6 birds at Gilmore Ponds 6/28 were
somewhat unseasonal {G. Sadler). 10
were there 7/23 (D. Sadler).

Snowy Egret-- 10 pairs nested ai W.
Sister Is. (BSBO).

Little Blue Heron-- All reports: 3
adulis Pickere! Creek WA [hereafter
PCWA] {Sand) 6/15 (TLP); 1 Magee
6/16 (HSH), 1 ad. Pipe Creek WA
{Erie) 7/7 (RHr, SWa); 1 imm. Lorain
7720-21 J . TLP), 1 Imm. Grand
Lk.-St. 's Fish Hatchery
[herealter LSMFHmé\ugI) 7127 (DD)
& 2 Winton Woods (Hami) 7/27
(D. Andrews).

Cattie Egret- Nested at Sandus
Turning Point Island (Erie}. Small
numbers, presumably from this
colony, were scaitered about the w. L.
Erie marshes {m. obs.).

Green Heron-- Up to 8 birds foraged
at a Painesville (Lake) home pool,
gleaning insects Irom the waler's
surface (T. Kallay, fide DBe). 5 birds
each were at 3 additional northern
sites and 1 southern site 6/29-7/24.

Black-crowned Night-Heron-- 500
nests were estimated at W. Sister Is.
(BSBO). Despite no evidence of
nesting at Greenlawn Dam (Fran), 2
ad. & 2 1st- Is_f)nng birds were present
6/17 (AG). However, a very rare
inland nesting was confirmed along
Mill Creek near its junction with the
Ohio River (Hami}, when 21 nests
were counted 7/1 (J. Hays).

Yeltow-crowned Night-Heron-- Nesting

attempls were not successful at

Greenlawn Dam, but up 1o 2 birds

were still seen lntermmently through

7126 (AG). Two adufls were seen

along the Sandusky River near
\{)us (Craw) 6/6 (J. Lille, Crawiord

arks naturalist, fide JH)

Waterfowl

Swans- With the continued release of
Trumpeter Swans, our swan é)lcture
becomes even more muddie:

single swan {presumably a Tundra)
was at Killbuck WA [hereaiter Kibk]
{(Wayn/Holm) 6/3 (LC). Abird at
Conneaut Harbor (Asht} 7/56-30 was
alternately reported as both a Tundra
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and a Trumpeter (JP, CH}.

Trumpeter Swan-- 10 released birds
were lallied at Magee 6/16 (HSH).

Mute Swan- Reported at 4 sites,
max. 4 birds.

Wood Duck-- Max. 126 Magee 6/16

{HSH). 60 were at the Ira Rd. beaver

marsh in the southern Cuyahoga

Valley National Recreation Area

hereafter CVNRA] (Cuya/Summ) 7/29
MR).

Green-winged Teal-- 75 birds, almost
all males, were counied at Metzger
Marsh WA [herealter Melzger] (Luca)
74 (RHr, SWa). Smaller numbers
remained there and at Magee through
the period.

Am. Black Duck- 8 potential nesters
were at Magee 6/16 (HSH), 4 were
interesting at SVWA 7/23 (DBr), as
were 2 at Caesar Creek Lk. 611
(NKe).

N, Pintail-- A male was at Lorain 7/7
(RHr, SWa).

Blue-winged Teal- Polential nesters
include up to 8 in Hancock Co.
6/4-7/16 (W. Seiler, fide BH); 6 at
Magee 6/16 (HSH); 3 in Clark Co.
6116 (DO); 13 at Pipe Creek WA 6/30
(CH); & a pair at Giimore Ponds
Interpretive Preserve 6/30 (DD).

N. Shoveler-- 1 was at MCMWA 6/1
(TK), while 2 were al Magee 6/16
(HSH).

Gadwall- Possibly nested at MCMWA
and Magee (TK, CH, HSH). 5
non-nesters were at Metzger 7/4-13
{RHr, SWa).

Am. Wiygeorr— 3 males were at Pipe
Creek WA 6/30 (CH). 4 birds were at
Metzger 6/1 and 5 birds were
there 7/7 (RHr, SWa}.

Ring-necked Duck- 2 were reported
al Magee 6/16 (HSH).

Lesser Scaup- A single was at
MCMWA 6/1 (TK). A male and
female were at zger 7f20 (CH).

Hooded Merganser-- 36 birds (3

females with broods) were found at
PCWA 615 (TLP). Also nested

The Ohic Cardinal

successfully in the n. CVNRA (DAC).
Reported also al SVWA and in
Paulding & Lucas Cos.

Common Merganser-- An intriguing
report came from 1he Lake Co.
Metroparks. Al their Blair Rd.

roperty, a female and 7 "recenily
ﬁec%ed young were reported along
the Grand River on 6/6, and a
female-plumaged bird was at the
same location in mid-July (JP). This
species has become a common
nester along Pennsylvania rivers in
recent years, and an Ohio nesting is
cerlainly a reasonable possibility.
However, we awail an indusputable
nesting 1o count this species among
Ohio's breeding avifauna.

Ruddy Duck-- 4 reports: 1 FRes &6/4
(BH); up to 4 a1t MWW 6/2-9 (PW et
al.); 1 Oberlin Res. (Lota) 6/11 (NKr);
& a breeding-plumaged male at
GLSMFH &/29 (DD).

Vultures through Cranes

Black Vuiture- 1 at Salt Fork 5P
(Guer) 6/30 was of interest (SH).

QOsprey-- 2 pairs nested this year.
Last year's pair raised 1 young along
the Ohio River near Rayland (Jeff)
m ). Another pair nested at Berlin

. (PertfMaho), apparently raising
two young. Non-nesters were found
in AtheMorg, Geau, Guer, Lake,
Tusc, & Warr Cos.

Baid Eagle-- A record 33 active eagle
nests, including 5 new nests, were
observed across the state this year.
20 pairs were successhul, raising a
iolal of 35 youny. Three new nesis
were found along the Sandusky River,
and single new nests were located in
Mercer and Stark Counties (ODOW).

N. Harrier—- Found in the following
counties: Etle, Geau, Hanc,
Henr/Putn, Holm, Jetf, Lake, Lora,
Luca, Musk, Paul, Tusc, & VintL.
Although it is diflicull to determine
how many of these birds were
actually attempting 1o nest, it seems
that birds in at least 4 of the above
counties likely nested.

Sharp-shinned Hawk-- Found at 4
Lake Co. locations. No actual nests
or young were found, but nesting was
strongly suspecled at Chapin Forest
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MP and Penitentiary Glen MP, both
Iraditional nesting areas (JP).

Peregrine Falcon- Reteased birds
and their progeny are holding their
own in major metropolitan areas
statewide.

King Rail-- Several Kings were
present in a 1-foot deep catiail marsh
al ONWR throughout June. The
birds were heard & flushed
repeatediy during a nest predation
experiment thai allowed t

observers to walk transects thorugh
the cattails (ET et al.).

Virginia Rail-- Reporied from MWW,
SVWA and Erie, Geau, Luca, Ponl, &
Trum Cos.

Sora- Reporied from MWW and
Cuya, Otla/Luca, & Trum Cos.

Common Moorhen- Reported as
follows: 1-2 KIbk 6/3-7/14 (LC, NKr,
SH); 1 Medusa Marsh 6/ (GH); 1
Egypt Valley WA (Belm) 610 (RHr,
SWa), 3 Walborn Res. (Port/Star) 6/16
(B. Larf?; 1 Herrick Fen SNP (Port)
6/25 (RHr, SWa) & 3 MWW 7/14
(PW). Successiul neslings occurred
a1 Shalersville (Port) (CH, LR); at
SVWA (up 1o 6 birds seen duti

JUIL) (m. obs.); & at MCMWA, where
10 birds, mostly juveniles, were seen
7/28 (CH). A nest was found at
Gilmore Ponds 7/1 (PW).

Am. Cool~ At least 8 nests were
found at MWW (PW). A pair were
present at Mentor Veterans Pk, (Lake)
untit mid-June, although no evidence
of nesting was found (UP). Other
reports include: 1 Buck Creck SP
a.k.a. C.J. Brown Res., hereafter
uCr] (Clar) 6/3-8 (RHr, SWa, DQ); 2
Findlay claypits (Hanc) 6/4 é.BH): 2
Magee 6/16-7/21 (HSH); 4 Pipe Creek
WA 6/30 (CH); 2 Gilmore Ponds 630
g)D) and 6 there 7H1 g‘cW); & 1 near
undee (Tusc) 7/6 (ESc).

Sandhill Crane- Although we

received no reports, presumably this

species again nested in the
ayn/Holm area,

Shorebirds through Terns
Am. Goldan-Plover-- An adult was

early at Metzger 7/4-14 (RHr, SWa,
CH). Another bird was at Conneaut
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7/28 (JP).

Semipalmated Plover- Up to 11
spring migrants were at Lorain 6/2-5
(CH, TLP}. 15 were southbound at
Winton Woods MP 7/26 (J. Stenger).

Piping Plover-- An adult was
documented from Melzger 7/20-22
(CH*, RJ, RHr, m. obs.).

Kilideer-- Max. 150 Metzger 7/4-14
(RHr, SWa, CH).

Am. Avocet-- 3 Meizger 7/7 (RHr,
SWa), with 1 there 7/20-21 (CH); 1
Lorain 7/13 (TLP, CD) and 7119 (TLP);
& 1 Conneaut 7/16 (TLP, KM).

Greater Yellosegs-- Earfiest returnee
was al Metzger 7/4 (RHr, SWa).

Lesser Yellomiegs-- Earllest returnee
was in Concord Twp. (Lake) 6/20 (JP).
Max. 50 Winton Woods MP 7/26 (JS).

Willet- All reports; 1 Lorain 622 (CH);
1 Kilideer Plains WA [hereafter
KPWA) (Wg'an) 6/15 (RRo); 2 Lorain
717 (AHr, SWa), with 1 there through
7/22 (TLP, CD); & 1 Magee 7/21
(HSH).

Upland Sandpiper-- Surprising
numbers were found in the norheast.
LA located 1 in Fairpor Harbor (Lake)
61, 1 in Nelson (Pon) 6/8 & 14, and 1
nr. Notre Dame/Cathedral Latin
School (Geau) 7/13. Thought to have
nested in Leroy Twp. (Lake), where
found 6/21-7/30 (JP); and along
Stollaker Rd. In Denmark Twp. {(Asht),
where 8 birds (includirlv_g'; al least 2
juv.) were seen 7/7 (CH). Elsewhere,
2 were at the Springfield Airport (Clar)
6/3 (RHr, SWa) & 1 was in northeast
Paulding Co. 7/4 (DMD).

Whimbrel-- A single was at Metzger
7/4-7 (RHr, SWa), while 2 were at
Bur)ke Lakefront Airpon (Cuya) 7/20
(JP).

Marbled Godwil-- 2 Metzger 7/4-7
(RHr, SWay), 1 Conneaut 7/5 (JP); & 1
Lorain 7/8 (TLP).

Ruddy Turnstone-- A spring migrant
remained at Lorain 6/7 (TLP). 10
returned to Metzger 7/28 (RHr, SWa).

Red Knot- Melzger held 3 spring
migrants 6/1 (TK). A fall returhes was
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thete 7/15-16 (CH, RJ, RHTr, SWa&.
Another was at Conneaut 7/28 (JP).

Sanderling-- 1 to 2 nonhbound
migrants were at Lorain 6/7-8 sTLP).
An adult was inland at BuCr 7/14
g%). 11 birds were at Metzger 7/26

Setmipalmated Sandpiper-—- 51 sgring
migranis were at Lofain 6/4 (TLP).
175 fall migrants were at Melzger on
both 7/20 & 28 (CH).

Western Sandpiper-- The only report
was of a bird at Metzger 7/28 (CH,
RHr, SWa).

Least Sandpiper-- 2 lale sghg

migranis were at Lorain 6/2 (CH).

Faai\k count was 50 at Metzger 7/20
).

White-rumped Sandpiper— 2 spring
migrants were at Metzger 61 FI' K)
and up 1o 5 were al Lorain 6/3-7
(TLP, RRI, D. & J. Hoflman).

Baird’s Sandpiper- 3 very early
southbound birds returned 1o Lorain
7119 (NBa). Singles at Melzger 7/24
(RHr, SWa) and ONWR 7/25 {TK)
were also on the early side.

Pecloral Sandpiper-- Earliest migrants
made ft to Metzger 7/4 {1 bird, HHr,
SWa) & FRes 7/0 (2 birds, BH). 20
were unusual at Winton Woods MP
7126 (JS).

Dunlin- An unseasonal single was at
Metzger 7/7-20 (RHr, SW, CH).

Stilt Sandpiper-- The first southbound
bird was at Metzger 7/13 (RHr, SWa),
1 in Paulding Co. 7/26 was of nole
EMD)' as was 1 at Winton Woods

P the same day {JS).

Short-billed Dowitcher—- One of our
earliest fall migrants, 1 was at Lorain
6728 (TLP). 85 weare at Melzget by
7128 (CH).

Prairle SNP (Luca) 6/7 (DO); & 5

Common Snlg-— Two regons: 2 lrwin
Grand River WA 7/7 (CH).

Wiison's Phalarope— Lone repon was
of a bird at Metzger 7113 (RHr, SWa).

Laughing Gull- An adult was
observed at Lorain 6/11 (TLP) and

The Ohio Cardinal

713 (CD}. Another aduft paused
briefly at Metzger 7/7 (RHr, SW).

Franklin's Guli-- An adult was at
Lorain 7/20 (JP). An adult missing
pan of a leg was at Caesar Creek Lk.
(Warr) 7/31-811 (LG, J. Dunn).

Bonapane's Gull-- 2 first-summer
birds were inleresting at GLSMFH
6/16 (DD). Up to 50 were at Metzger
during July (RHr, SWa).

Herring Gul-- 700 pairs nested a1 W.
Sister Is. this season (BSBQ).

Glaucous Gull-- A very rare summer
repor was provided by a 1st-summer
bird at Headlands Beach SP
[tlle):raaﬂer HBSP| (Lake) 6/1 (KM et
al).

Greal Blackbacked Guli- Al least 20
summered at Lorain (CH). 1 was on
S. Bass Is. (Otta) 7117 {(SWu).

Common Tern-- Nested successfully
at Pipe Creek WA, with 40 + birds
6/30 (CH). 142 birds were there 7/19
(NBa). 3 were of note at Burr Oak SP
712 (LB).

Forster's Tern-- 3 were unexpected at
L. Rockwell (Pon) 6/26 (CH, LR). 1
was at Lorain 6/22 (JP). 1100 terns,
both Common and Forster's, were at
Metzger 7/28 (RHr, SWa).

Black Tern-- 2 sprirg migrans were
at L. Rockwell 672 (G. & L. Kovach).

2 more cruised over Pine Lk. (Maho)
all day 6/13 (RHe). At Metzger, up lo
6 were seen 7/7-28 (m. obs.).

Cuckoos through Pipits

Black-billed Cuckoo— Max. 5
Mosquito LK. (Trum) 6/20 (DJH). Both
cuckoo species were thought to be in

numbers at this sile due lo
gypsy moth Infestations.

Yeollow-billed Cuckoo- Highs inciude
12 at Mosquito Lk. 6/20 (DJH) and &
at Keliey's Is. (Erie) 61 (PL).

Barn Owl-- A nesting pair was in
Holmes Co. 611 (CD). One roosted in
a Tuscarawas Co. silo for a day in
late June (H. Hershberger, fide ESc).

N. Sawswhet Owl— 3 newly fiedged
birds were found in a small grove of
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hemlocks at Girdled Rd. MP (Lake)
7/3. The birds were being harassed
by chickadees and titmice (JP).

Chuck-will's-widow-- Again this year,
one, possibly wo, birds were heard
near the Holmes/Tuscarawas Co.
border through late June, although no
breeding evidence was noted (T.
Miller, ide ESc). Three calling birds
were in Gallia Co. in June (M.
McConnel, fide JH). As expected in
Adams Co.

Whip-poor-will-- 1 bird, believed 1o be
a wandering nonbreeder, was heard
in Munson Twp. (Geau) 6/9 (KM).

Red-headed Woodpecker— Nested
successfully at at least 7 sites in
heavily populated Cuyahoga Co. this
season {T. Leiden et al.).

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker--
Sapsuckers were found at 2 Lake
Metroparks areas: the Cascade Rd.
properly and a1 Girdled Rd. MP. Al
Girdled Rd., 1 ad. & 2 young were
seen 7/3. At Cascade Rd., 2 ad.
were observed going through
zj%l)nship in late May and early June

Olive-sided Flycatcher- Single spring

migranis were at Lakeshore MP

l?ereaﬂer Lkshj (Lake) (JP} and
elley’s Is. (BF, PL et al), both 611.

Yellow-bellied Flycalcher— 12 spring

migrants were banded al Lksh 6/1-9

g ). Ancther late bird was at
recksville MP (Cuya} 6/6 (TMR).

Acadian Flycatcher-- A late spring
migrant moved through the
Greeplawn Dam area 6/13 (AG).

Aider Fiycatcher-- Presumably nested
al lrwin Prairie SNP (TK, DO} and at
Streetsboro Bog (Pont) (CH, TLP). A
bird at SVWA 713 was unusual {AG,
L. Schuhz).

Least Flycaicher-- Potential nesters
were found in Clar, Geau, Hanc,
Lake, Ottal.uca, & Summ.

Bank Swallow- 3000 were estimated

near the Pickaway Co. Airpent 7/28
Ro). 1250 were estimated at
tzger 7/21 (RHr, SWa),

Clifl Swallow— Nesting reports were

The Ohio Cardinal

recelved from Adam, Asht, Cler,
Geau, Maho, Port, & Wayn counties.
Undoubtedly nested in additional
counties as well. 9 migrants were at
Magee 7/21 (HSH).

Red-breasted Nuthaich-- Goed
numbers remained afier the large
invasion of Winter 1905/96.
Successiul nesting were detected at
Lksh (JP) and Hinckley MP {NKo).
Birds summered at Maumee SF
{Luca), Oak Openin%_s MP {hereafter
OkOp] {Luca) {both TK) and at N.
Chagrin MP (RRi, KM). Singles were
seen at Mohican SP (Ashl) 6/8 (MH);
in July at the Black Swamp Audubon
Soc. Sanctuary in Paulding Co.
{DMDY; and at ONWR 7731 (RJ).

Brown Creeper-- Creepers were seen
at 3 locations in N. Chagrin MP
6H2-7/4, with nesting confirmed at
one (KM). Found at 2 locations in
Hell's Hollow MP [hereafter HHMP]
{Lake), but nesting was not confirmed
at either {JP). Up 10 3 summered
along the upper Cuxahoga River
(Geau) (DBe, AF). A bird in Hocking
Co. 6/15 was inleresting (NKe, K.
McDonald).

Winter Wren-- The cool, wet spring
enticed this species 1o remain in large
numbers. In Lake Co., wrens were
found at 13 sites, Of these, & siles
hosted confirmed nestings éJF, RRi).
2 singing males were found at N.
Chagrin MP (KM). A bird was along
the Highline Trail at Big Creck MP
(Geau} 7/24 (T. Locher, fide DBe). A
tale spring migrant was al HBSP 6/3
{RRi).

Sedge Wren-- Considerably fewer
reporis than last summer. All reporis:
4 OkOp 6/1 (TK); 3 terr. males at Mud
Lk. SNP (W:ll())(JM, Cd); 1 KPWA 7/13
{CD}, & 1 OkOp 7125 (TK).

Marsh Wren-- Max. 8 Walbomn Res,
6/16 {B. Lang) & 7 MCMWA 7/28
g)vlu Nest building was observed at
A 7/14 (LG). Possible nesters
were in the 5. CVNRA, MWW,
Medusa Marsh, Pipe Creek WA,
Shalersville, Conneaut, Magee, Tare
Creek Marsh (Geau), BuCr, Kibk,
Resthaven WA (Erie}, Piymouth
Marsh {Asht), & Egypt Valley WA,

Golden-crowned Kinglet-- Nested
again at Chapin Forest MP, being
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found in a 40-year old Norway Spruce
Eanlinc[;. Young were found there in
te July (JP).

E. Bluebird- 54 fledged from a
biuebird trail at S. Chagrin MP (Cuya)
{B. Frye, J. Kohler).

Gray-cheecked Thrush-- 7 spring
E}P{ams were banded at Lksh 6/1-2

Swainson's Thrush-- The last spting
migrant (6/16) and the first fall
migrant (7/30) were both seen at Lksh
by JP. 16 were banded there 6/1-9,

Hermit Thrush- A pair was observed
feeding a fledgling at Mohican SP 6/8
(MH). 4 singing males were at the
same location 6/21 (LEY). Found at
River Rd. MP and at HHMP in Lake
Co. (JP). An individual was at
Conkle's Hollow {Hock) 6/22 (LG).

Brown Thrasher-- 10 were tallied in
Adams Co. 6/4 (RHr, SWa).

Am. Pipit-- An extremely late spring
migrant was at HBSP 6/8 (RHn).

Vireos through Warblers

Bell's Vireo-- A territorial male was
widely observed at Resthaven WA
6/4-7/20 (JM, m. obs.). A bird was as
expected at BuCr 6/23-7/14 (DO).

Blue-headed Vireo-- Seemed normal.

Philadeiphia Vireo-- Very late
m;_?ranls were banded at Lksh 6/9
sJ and seen in Hancock Co, 6/11
BH).

Goldenwinged Warbler-- A singi
male was found at Girdled Rd. M
13 (JP).

Tennessee Warbler-- Late s?ring
migrants include 2 at Greeniawn Dam
6/4 (AQ) and 1 in Hancock Co. on the
same date (BH).

Nashvifle Warbler-- Apparenily nested

al along Paine Creek at HHMP. A

pair were banded, and on 7/5 several
ung were seen, with one of these
ing banded 7110 (JP).

N. Paruia- A lone singing male was

a[c);ain al Brecksville MP 6/16-7114
(DAC, m. obg.). A singing male was
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heard in the floodplain forest at
Wildwood Preserve MP (Luca} 6/20,
but could not be relocated in July
ET). Another northerly singing male
was found at River Rd. MP (Lake} in
mid-June (JP).

Yellow Warbler- 20 migrants were
noled at Metzger 7/28 (RHr, SWa).

Chestnut-sided Warbler-- The most
unusual reporls came from Henry Co.
6/23 (TK) and at MWW 7/14 (PW).

Magnolia Warbler-- 7 spring migrants
were al HBSP 6/ (KM). 7 more were
banded at Lksh 6/1-9 (JP). Potential
nesters were at 6 Lake Co. MPs {JP).
7 males were on territory at Hinckiey
MP this season (NKo). At Mohican
SP 6/22, an adult was seen carrying
food and young were heard (LEY). A
singing male at Acacia Country Club
(Cuya) through the end of June was
presumably unmated (NBa).

Black-throaled Blue Warbier— A
singing male was found at HHMP
through early July. No evidence of
breeding was found (JF). A late
spring migrant was at HBSP 6/8
{(RHn).

Yellow-rumped Warbler-- A
non-singing male in winter plumage
may have summered in a small area
?jptsonifers at Penilertiary Glen MP

Black-throated Green Warbler-- Leroy
E. Yoder found 28 birds at Mchican
SP on 6/21, in an area of the park he
had not censused in previous years.
21 territorial males were at Hinckiey
MP this season {NKo).

Blackburnian Warbler-- A singing bird
was found at Hogback Ridge M
{Lake), where young were seen in
early July. Another simgn?- bird was
heard at ndian Point (Lake) into
eanr July, although nesting was not
conlirmed at this site (both JP).

Yellow-throated Warbler— In the
northaast, singing birds were found
along the Grand River and Paine
Creek in Lake Co. (JP) and along the
Cuyahoga River in Cuyahoga and
Summit Cos. {m. obs.).

Pine Warbler-- Found at 6
northeastern sites (JP, RRi, DAC,
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LR). Four birds were al Mohican SP
6/21 {LEY).

Prairie Warbler—- Nested in Concord
Twp. (Lake) 7110-30 and seen in
Leroy Twp. {Lake) 6/4 (both JP). 25
were counted in Adams Co. 6/4 (RHr,
SWa).

Bay-breasied Warbler-- A singing
maie al HBSP 6/23 was very unusual
{AHN, EB, AM). An extremely early
fafl migrant {a male) was banded al
Lksh 7721 (JP}.

Blackpoll Warbler-- Keeping in step
with the above, a singing male was at
HBSP 6/16 & 23 (EB, RHn, AM).

Cerulean Warbler-- 23 males were
lallied at Hinckley MP in June {NBa).

Biack-and-white Warbler-- Pairs were
found at 4 Lake Co. MPs. At one
site, Hogback Ridge MP, young were
found (JF).

Am. Redslart-- 12 spring migrants
remained at HBSP 6/1 (KM).

Prothonotary Warbler-- Along the
Upper Cuyahoga River, 10 broods
were produced as part on an
on-going nest jar project (DBe, AF).
Look for an in-depth discussion of
this project in our next issue. Also
found at the Findla{ Ciay Pils, the
CVNRA, Mosquito Lk., Izibk, SVWA,
Shawnee Lookoui MP (Hami,
Gilmore Ponds and L. White (Pike).

Worm-eating Warbler-- Four were at
Mohican SP 6721, near the northern
edge of their nesting range (LEY).
Also reporied at Navarre Marsh (Otta}
during the geriod, where it possibly
nesled (BSBO).

N. Waterthrush-- Lake County
sightings include a singing male at
Conley Rd. MP; a singing male, with
a confirmed nest where young were
found, at Girdled Rd. MP; and a pair
al HHMP, where a juv. was banded
873 (all SP). A singie bird was
observed alang the Upper Cuyahoga
River 6/17-7/7 (DBe, AF). Another
singing bird was at Mohican SP
6/8-7/6 (MH, LEY). A late spring
migranl was at Greenlawn Dam 6/4
(AG).

Louisiana Waterihrush-- A single was
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somewhat out of place at OkOp 61

Kentucky Warbler-- Found at 4
northeastern sites, with no confirmed
nestings. 6 were at Mohican SP 6/21
(LEY).

Conneclicul Warbler-- 1 was banded
al Lksh 61 (JP).

Mourning Warbler-- 16 migranis were
banded at Lksh 61-9 (JP}. A singing
male was found at Girdled Rd. MP in
eatly July (JP).

Common Yellowthroat-- 40 were
singing at Mosquito Lk. 6/20 (DJH).

Wilson's Warbler-- 9 late spring
njigranls were banded at Lksh 6/1-9
P).

Canada Warbler-- At Lksh, 6 migrants
were banded 6/1-9 (.IP}. In Lake Co.,
birds were lound a1 6 MPs, wilth
neslin?l confirmed at Girdled Rd. MP
and HHMP (JP). A single was at
Mchican SP 6/8-22 (MH, LEY), while
2L were at Conkle's Hollow SNP 6/23
(LG}

Tanogers through Finches

Summer Tanager-- OkOp had its first
successtul nesting in more than 30
years. Rick Nirschl found the nest
just w. ol Girdham Rd. 6/23, and a
female and juvenile were found in the
%'_ame area in mid- to late-July (RJ,

K).

Blue Grosbeak- At least 8 males
were found in Adams Co. through
6/29 (RRo, CD, MJK, DO, JF}. Two
were seen in Gallia Co. 62 (M.
McConnel fide JH).

Dickcissel-- On 6/23, TK found 62
birds in Henry & Putnam Cos. (59
birds in Putnam Co.}, in wheat fields
wilh scatterd clumps of thisile, a
habitat he considers marginal for the
species. 25 birds were at BuCr 6/3
(RHr, SW’:R. Many singing males
were found in Paulding Co. (DMD).
The 4 singing birds al KPWA were
but a fraction of the 53 seen there
last summer (CD, DACI_. In the east:
nested successiully in Lake Twp.
{Star) (BM); 1 + were in Holmes Co.
into mid-July ﬁHe, ESc); & 3 males
were at "The Wilds" {Musk) (JM).
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South-central reports include 2 males
in & Jackson Co. reclaimed
surface-mine {JM) and 6 males in n.
Ross Co. 6/22 (AQ, L. Schultz}.

Clay-colored Sparrow-- Amazingly, a
nesling pair was discovered at
Battetig-Darby Creek MP (Fran) this
season, representing Ohio’s first
nesting attempit for this species (JW,
m, obs). See the article elsewhere in
this Issue for further details.

Vesper Sparrow-- 29 were tallied in
Henry/Pulnam Cos. 6/23 (TK).

Lark Sparrow-- In the OkOp, 2 males
were in residence along Ostrich Lane,
afthough no successiul nests were
found (BSBO).

Savannah Sparrov—- Kemp found
30+ in Henry/Putnam Cos. 6/23 and
26 in Fuiton Co. 6/25.

Grasshopper Sparrow-- On 6/1, 39
birds were found at a reclaimed
strip-mine in Coshocton Co. (CD).

Henslow's Sparrow-- McCormac
tound "perhaps 100 territorial males”™
at scatterd reclaimed surface-mines
in Jackson & Muskingum Cos.
6/26-27. Coshoclon Co. had 35 birds
6/ (CD). Also reporied in Adam,
Asht, Jeff, Lake, Lick, Tusc, and
Wash,

Lincoln’s Spatrow-- A late spring
migrant was banded at Lksh 6/9 (JP).

Swamp Spasrow-- Egypt Valleg WA
harbored 20 birds 6/10 (RHr, SWa
Slﬁetsboro Bog held 15 birds 6/1
(CH).

White-throated Spatrow-- Unusual
reports include 1 at the Wilkderness
Center {Star) 6/26 (LC); 1 summering
at a Lksh feeder 7/5-30 (JP); and 1
summertng'_al HBSP 6/23-7/14 (EB,
AHNn, AM, LR).

White-crowned Sparrow— A singin,
male was found during the seco
stralght summer at HBSP, bein
found 6/23-714 this year (EB, RHn,
AM, LR).

Dark-eyed Junco— JP reported this
species 1o be presemt at most suilable
Lake Co. locations, being found at 14
different MPs, HHMP alone had 31

The Olo Cardinal
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singing birds. N. Chagrin MP had 4-5
sirﬂing males, with 3 juv. seen 6/16
(KM). “Aiso found ai Hig Creek MP
(DBe) and Holden Arboretum
(Geau/Lake) {ARI).

Bobolink-- Frequent on reclaimed
surlace-mine land in Jackson &
Muskingum Cos., with "perhaps
60-80" males seen collectively at
scattered siles 6/26-27 (JM). Kemp
found 70 + in Henry/Puinam Cos.
623,

E. Meadowlark-- On 7/26, 45 were
seen in a Holmes Co. haylield (ESc).

W. Meadowlark-- The only reporl was
of a single bird in Putnam Co. 6123
TK).

Yellow-headed Blackbird-- 2 were
very unusual al Gilmore Ponds 7/5
(Q. Sadien.

Baitimore Oriole- On 6/17, 30 birds
were found in the Ira Bd. area of the
s. CVNRA {TMR).

Purple Finch— Singles werg noted at
3 northeastern locations. Two
femaie-plumaged birds (altho
was singing)were at Giimore (Tusc)
6/15 (ESc). 6 were banded at Lksh
6/1-9 (JP).

h one

Red Crossbill-- At least a dozen birds
fed for a couple of hours oh blooming
sunflowers at Eimore (Onae on the
very unusual date of 7/30 (Sharon &
Bilt Dailey ph., fide MAN).

Pine Siskin—- A sir?ing bird was found
at HHMP in early June. Again
presumably nested at Lksh, where
several young were banded in early
June and late July {both JP).

ADDENDA

Ruif- A male was present al KPWA
4/10-11/96 (E. Lux, V. Fazio* ph., B.
Conlon®, W. Shively ph., m. obs ).

-- A male was
tographed at Magee 5/16/96.
nfortunately, this second siale
record only remained for a limited
time (D. Freldman®*, MA*, G.
Beaton*, T. Anderson gh J.
Mcintyre, et al.). Nice bird!

Harris’ Sparrow-- A bird was
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willow that stands in an oxbow near the Chagrin River. Within seconds
il iew away from the tree, seeming lo depart from aboul the same place
lhat it disappeared. This was not the typical creeper feeding pattern
(landing near the bottom of a tree and working up}, so | suspected a
nest. | decided to walch the sile, and within a minute a creeper again
flew 1o the same spol on the willow and [eft a few seconds later.

The tree was visited about once a minute, but from ml\]r vantage point |
could not see where the creeper(s) were going. | bushwhacked my way
around 1o the other side of the oxbow and continued my cbservations
from there. Soon a creeper landed on the tres with food in its bill. ht
crep! up about a foot and quickly ducked behind the edge of a piece of
loose bark. With 4-5 secands the creeper fiew out from behind the bark.
| walched this repeatedly for the next hali-hour (between about 8:40-9:10
am.). The nest site was 10-12 teet up on the willow trunk, which was
about 1.5-2 feet in diameter. The nest was over standing water.

Around 8:45 a.m. | walched the creeper perform a task that caught me
br surprise. As songbirds typically do, one of the creepers lefl the nest
alter a lteeding, carrying off a fecal sac. What was remarkable was what
happened next. The creeper flew direcélg o a s;n.'su};1 that stood about 20
yards northeast of the nest. It proceeded to wipe the fecal sac onfo the
snag and flew off. It was then thal | noficed a whole line of fecal sacs,
of remnants of them, plastered to the side of this “fecal post™ (about 24
white blobs in all). This had apparently been a rautinel The sources
ihat | have read say that birds simply carry away and drop these lecal
sacs somewhere, or in some cases, ingesi them. This was the lirst ime
| have seen or heard of this behavior. ‘On July 4, | noticed one of the
parent Brown Creepers again removing a fecal sac and wiping it on a
different dead tree. With further searching, 1 found at feast four trees
that had numerous fecal sac remnants on them, all near the nest site.
One snag had at least 45 of the white blobs. This could be something
to look for to help locate an active creeper nest.

On July 6, | stopped fo waich the nest but saw no activity. Since the
creepers had been feeding very regularly, and | sat for no more than
about five minutes on my olher visits without seeing a creeper, the
young had probably fledged on July 5. 1wish I had seen thein leave the
nest, as | wonder if they flew away first, or creeped! By Kevin Metcalf,
12459 Fowlers Mill Rd., Chardon, OH 44024,

Field Checklis? of the Birds of Qhio

The Ohio Division of Natural Areas and Preserves, in collaboration with
the Ohio Bird Records Commitiee, is pleased to announce the
availability of a new checklist of Ohio birds. This checklist includes

species documented as occurring in Ohio, indicates the last year
in which rarities were seen, which species have bred in the state, and
other useful information. It is also designed for re-use, so that several
field trips can be accommodated on a single checklisi. The cost is 50
cents per checklist. They can be ordered by mail, but 1o help ofisel
mailing cosis, the minimum order is $5.00 ﬂo checklists). Send check
or money order (payable to the Division of Natural Areas and Preserves)
lo-- ODWR, Natural Areas, 1889 Fountain Square Courl, Columbus, OH
43224. Please include your name and mailing address. Checklists can
also be obtained by coming into ODNR headquarters at Fountain
Square. Call (614) 265-6453 for more information.
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