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were spent in excavation. it seemed that this "passive renovation® ol
the nesl cavily served only as a diversion while the male called
plaintively to the femafe from the entrance of the hole, lrying vainly 1o
gain her approval of the proposed nest-site. Durln? this period, on April
25, the female Red-breasted made the last of only five observed visits to
the nest cavity. She had first called from nearby trees, then landed a
shorl distance above the entrance. She crawled down the trunk and
merely peered into the hole before flying off. The male poked his head
out of the cavity and 1ook pursuit.

On April 26, the male nuthaich made one final visit to the nest cavity,
silting within and inspecting the "roofing" with his beak and removing
three beakfuls of wood chips. After 3.5 min. he flew off. Later, when
relocated, he occupied another elm approximately 30 yds. down-trail
from the first tree-- apparently excavating a second cavity. This new site
was some 30 ft. high on the underside of a thick, heavily decayed
branch rising al a 60 degree angle. The elm was rotted and diseased
with fungi. He remained at his lask for 10 min. when heavy rainfail
frustrated both our efforls to remain at the sile.

Neither nuthatch was seen at this site on subsequent visits, although a
male and female, presumably the same pair, were localed a short
distance away in another stand of spruces from April 27 through August
27. No nesting malerial was ever seen carried lo the cavily, nor was
any pine pitch (see helow) applied ouiside the enirance. As few
overwintering Red-breasteds remain to reproduce, it may be that in a
disjunct poputation where nuthatches (1-5 pairs} breed in localized
areas, the male, nol having to defend a lerritory in a crowded
community, may displace sexuval energy or aggression by initiatin
excavation. At higher lalitudes the female may periorm most of this tas
while the male delends against increased conspecifics.

Céurlship and Related Behavior

When not actively involved in nest excavation, the male Red-breast
sr)enl his time in pursuit of his would-be mate. Ollentimes, this was a
“long-distance” relationship, as the male would interrupt his chores and
take repeated flights to a branch some 20 fi. removed from the
nesting-tree. His courtship involved both vocal and non-vocal dispiays.
As avian vocalizations sound differenlly to each listener (as evidenced
by the many colorful inleri)relations in the lilerature; see exampies in

"I'Jler 1948), descriplions ol calls are malched with those referred to by
Iham {1973).

In-the 12 instances wherein the male was seen to terminate excavation
in fieu of courtship, he siraddled a nearby branch crosswise, and
swayed from side to side. His head was thrown back and the beak
thrust upward, while feathers on his crown were raised. Less often he
was seen o spread both wings and tail. Vocalizations at these fimes
were raplkd and of greater intensity than those heard when the bird
foraged. Kilham (1973} has referred to this rendilion as a series of
plaintive and nasal "waa-aa-ns”, from one 10 two min. in duration, and
ended with the male flying off into the trees, presumably. in search of
the female. On six occasions, the male deserted his chores in answer
lo. the female’s disiant calls. At these times, the calling of lthe female
dlicited a different vocalization, which is rendered in my notes as "zrr™.
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fledging of the young was preceded by a bout of unprecedented
aggression on the part of the mate nuthatch that was wholly directed al
his mate. The female had arrived at the nest cavily al 6:36 wilh the
intent to feed the young, but was driven from the hole by ithe hostile
male. Again, she attempled to deliver her meal at 6:36.5, but was once
more frustrated in the attempt by her mate. The male then pursued he
female in a rapid flight in which the pair sped between the nearby trees
until both were lost from sight. 1 know not of either birds’ whereabouts
until 6:43, when the female Tinally succeeded in feeding her young at the
nest hole. At this time, the male landed on a nearby branch, faced the
female, vibrated his wings and "zrrr-ed” with aggression. The lemale
cowered before flying ofl. She landed in, and foraged upon, a Black
Cherry, followed by the male who perched a few branches away. After a
ause she returned to the nest and fed unmolested at 6:445.
nexplicably, the male quickly mended his manners and commenced to
feed the nesllings at 6:47.5. No further overt behavior was observed.

Kilham (1973) has described the close refationship between agonislic
and courlsgg) behavior in the Red-breasted Nuthaich, concluding that a
short reproduclive season in which to initiate and finalize nesting
activiies may diclate that a "wandering species” like the Red-breast
may "have to operale at a high emofional level” that is best achieved
“by mixing couriship and agonistic behavior.® Why such agonistic
behavior should surface so lale in the nesting cycle is uncertain,
however, Kitham (1973} cautions that “the rapid changes from couriship
to agonistic behavior...can be confusing 1o the observer™ and, with that
caveal in mind, | confess confusion. Howsver, as the nestlings were
seen 1o fledge that morning, it may be that the male was of the mind to
enlice the youngsters from the nest cavity and to that end, tried to
dissuade the female from feeding.

It was in fact the male who, resting upon a branch directly in front of the
nest cavily, called so loudly that he greally excited one neslling so that it
was seen lo rock back and forth upon the nest rim belore fledging at
7:10. The second neslling filied the vacanl entrance and repeated its
siblings’ mations, as both the male and female now joined in the chorus
and urged this nestling to fledge at 7:11. it may be assumed thal these
wo charges were left in the care of the male, as the female made two
more trips fo the nest cavity al 7:19 and 7:31. However, on one
excursion she was seen lo leave the site with food stil in her bill
Perhaps it was a strong attachment {o the nestsite rather than to any
young that were slill in the nest that drove her to the cavity.

Allowing for as many as 21 days of nest-life and 12 days for incubation
{Tyler 1948), counting back from June 15 gives May 26 as the
approximate hatch-date and May 14 as the eslimated start of incubation.
Bitiner (1965) glves June 9 as the probable date that ag‘g];s hatched at
the nest he had under observation al Rocky River MP, ile I made no
further altemrts to trace the activities of the nuthaich tamily unit berond
the date of lledging, repeated trips 1o the nestsile would most [ikely
have met with their company.

In 1994, on seven dates from June 26-August 10, | had the exireme

ood foftune to follow the travels of recently ledged Red-breasteds and
the adults in attendance. in an earlier article (Kotesovec 1994) | failed 1o

ive a count of their exact number, nor commented on littie more than
their sociabilir{. My ungublished notes refer to a pair of adults each with
a fledgling it ils care. On three instances, an adult was seen o repulse
the unwanted advances of a petilioning fledgling not in its keep. As my
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THE REPCHTS-- SPRING 1988
by Bob Conlon and Roben Harlan

Loons through Herons
Red-throated Loon-- 2 birds were

seen in earl pril 1 at E. Fork Lk.
(Gler) 4/2-6 (H. Amstrong, DBr, m.
); the other, at Newtloan Gravel

Flls (Haml) a/6-7 {.). Decker, NKe).

Common Loon-- High counts include
approx. 100 birds ai LaDue Res.
Lhereaﬂer LaDue} (Geau) 48 (JO); 57

irds at Ferguson and Metzger
Reservoirs (Alle) 4/13 (DD); and 56
birds al Seneca Lk. (GuerMobl) 4/23
{SLH). 43 migrants passed over the
Holm/Tusc Co. line area 4/8-20,
including 23 on 4110 (ESc). 11
laggards were found at 5 sites
bi27-31, with the lalest bird remaining
at Burr Qak SP (Morg/Athe) through
6/21 (LB).

Pied-billed Grebe-- The highs for the
riod were 44 birds at Magee Marsh
A {hereafter Magee] (Cttafl_uca)
4116 (HSH) & 25 at Weliingion Res.
[hereafter WRes] (Lora) 4114 (FMG).

Horned Grebe--Peak counts occurred
during the 3/23-31 period, including:
40 at the Akron lakes (Summ) 3/31
{CH); 38 at Buck Creek SP [i anludlng
G.J. Brown Res., hereafter
ﬁlar) 3/23 (DO); & 33 at WRes 472
F). A late bird was at Metzger Res.
518 (DD).

Red-necked Grebe- This was a good
spring for Red-necked Grebes, with
reports from 7 counties. 2 birds each
were at Lakeshore MP [herealier
Lksh Lake 4/4 (JP) & Headlands
Buc reafier HBSP] (Lake)
415 (K -2 birds spent 3/16-4/6 a

P m. obs.) and at Eastlake

tant hereaftef Easllake

(Lake) 3!10-13 {DJH, RRi, BF, EP, m.
abs.). Singles were seen at BuCr (a
breeding-plumaged bird) 3/20-24 (DO,
JD), Spnn fleld Lk. (Summ) 3/31
{CH); W. Branch SP (Port) 4/8 (LFI)
Griggs Res. (Fran) 4116 (KA), &
hreeding-pluma bird at auldlng
Res. (Paul) 5/8 (DMD)

Eared Grebe-- Single blrds were
reporied from the Findlay Reservoirs
Elereaﬂer FRes] (Hanc) 3/28 (VF),
ksh 4/4 (JF); & L. Medina (Medi)
47-14 (RHr, SWa, m. abs.).

The Ohic Cardinal

Am. White Pelican-- On 3/7, a blrd

wilh frozen feet was rescued b

Coast Guard at Lorain (Lora).

still in rehab as of 3727 I\SN KIQ 1 was

at Pickeringlon Ponds ran) 413

% A). 2 were at BuCr 5/10 (B Arnoid,
de DO).

Yl was

Double-crested Gormoran-- Maxima
reported this spring were 1000 + at
Cleveiand (Cula) 4/15 (PL);, 700 in
passage past Lake Point Pk. (Otta) in
2.5 hours on 4/20 (VF); and, inland,
350 at L. Rockwell (Port) 417 (LR).

Am. Bittern-- At least 25 birds were
reported from across the state, only 6
of which were found along L. Erie.

An impressive & were found at
Miami+-Whitewater Wetlands [hereafler
MWW] (Hami) 5/5 (PW). Very
unusual was a Holmes Co. flyby on
531, some 10 miles from the nearest
marsh {LEY).

Least Bittern— All reports: 2 Big
Island WA [hereafter BIWA] (Mari)
516 (JH); 2 Spring Valley WA
hereaﬂer SVWA] (Gree/Warr) 526
D, 8T); and singles at MW

4/28-5126 {N. Cade, m, obs); Gilmore
Ponds [hereafier GiPo] (Butl) 55 (TE);
Toussaint WA (Otta) 5/8-15 (RHr, m.
obs.); HBSP 5/12 & 18 (RHn, KM,
HHQ; & Delaware WA (Dela) 524
(Ws).

Great Blue Heron- 400 nest
structures were counted at Little
Portage WA [heteafter LPWA] (Otta)
4/11, with 340 birds in attendance
(VF) About 142 nests were at a new
colony in Kent (Port) (8. Bolton). The
Cuyahoga Vatley National Recreation
Area [hereafter CYNRA]

{Cuya/Summ) census on 5/11 couned
79 blfds (DAC et al.).

Greal eélret— The earliest bird
was at Mag e 3!25 (VF).

1116 highest total was 68 birds at

Mages 59 (HSH). :

Snowy Egrel-- 4 were reported at
BuCr 4112 (RSC, lide D ) All other
reports were from along L. Erle,
including: 18 on the Ottawa National
Wildlife Refuge Count [hereafter
ONWRC] (Otta/Luca) of 5/5; 2 at
Medusa Marsh [hereafter Medusa)
(Erie( 5/12 (JP); 1 at Pickerel Creek
WA [hereafter PCWA] (Sand) 515
(VF); & 1 at Metzger Marsh WA
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N. Shoveler-- Max, 304 Magee 4116
(HSH). Inland high was 20 birds
each at KPWA 4/2 SHFIO) and
Mosquito Lk, (Trum) 4/9 (DJH).

Gadwall- Max. 284 Magee 4/16
(HSH). Inland, 90 were at KPWA
425 (JH).

Am. Wigeon-- The high counts were
400 at PCWA 4/11 (VF) & 332 al
Magee 4/16 (HSH). Inland, there
were 165 birds at Delaware WA 3/18
slé? ;md 125 at Pine Lk. (Maho) 317

Canvasback-- 3600 was an
impressive number on Sandusky
Olta/Erie) 3/25 (VF[;. The inland
ig\hs were 120 at Delaware WA 3/14
{KA) and 75 at BuCr 3/2 (DO).

Redhead-- 1800 were tallied in Lucas
Co. 3/25 (VF). Inland, Hoover Pes.
Dela/Fran) held 250 birds 3/10, and

laware Res. (Dela) atiracted 240
birds 3/14 ‘Lbolh KA). A late female
was at LPWA 519 (RHr, SWa).

Ring-necked Duck- Max. 3842
Magee 4/16 (HSH). 1000 were at
Mogadore Res. (Port) 3/17 (CH) and
700 were at Delaware Res. 3/14 (KA).

Bay

Greater Scaup-- inland birds were
reported from 10 sites, topped by 10
in Paulding Co. 4/5 (DMD) and 6 at E.
Branch Res. (Geau) 4/8 (DFe). A lale
aduit male was observed at Metzger
WA 511-23 (VF, JD, m. obs.).

Lesser Scaup- A whopping 40,000
were estimated on Maumee Bay from
Mailard Club Marsh WA [hereafter
MCMWA] (Luca) 3/25 (RHr). Inland,
1200 scaup (presumably mostly this
?Vpg:les) were noted at KPWA 3/24

King Eider-- A stunning adult male

graced HBSP 3/4-5 (KM*, m. obs ). i

0rtta’:;\p)peared at Eastlake 3/40 (CH*, m.
8.).

Oldsquaw- Of 16 inland birds at 4
sites, the max, was 12 at LaDue 3/28
(CH). 3 lakefrom birds were al HBSP
4/27 (EB, RHn).

Black Scoter- 2 males Ferguson Res.
4/8 (DD); 2 on Maumee Bay (Luca)
4/13 (EP); 4 HBSP 4121 (EB, A.
Missig); & 6 Seneca Lk. 4/24 (SLH).

The Ohio Cardinal
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Surf Scoler-- Inland, an incredible 23
birds, including adult males and
temales, and immatures, were at
Eastwood Lk. (Mont) 4/25. 3 more
were there 5/8 (both JD). 19
additional inland birds were ai 5 siles
3/30-6/7, topped by 7 at Pauldin%
Res. 5/7 (DMD). & flew by PCW

41141 (VF).

White-winged Scoter-- 6 birds were
spotled at b locations along L. Erie
A3-51. Inland, 2 were at Pauiding
Res. 4/6 (DMD) and 5 were at Sippo
Lk. (Star) 4/29 (JES).

Common Goldeneye-- 766 were
counted at Magriee 3/21 (HSH). 50
were inland at Hoover Res. 3/12 (KA).

Bufflehead-- 102 were at Magee 4/16
hHSH). Inland highs were 52 at

oover Res. 3/10 (KA) & 44 al Beaver
Creok Hes. (Sene) 4/14 (VF). A late
bird was al Conneaut (Asht) 5/25 (JP).

Hooded Merganser- The most seen
was 100 on Hoover Res. 3/10 (KA),

Common Merganser-- “"Hundreds”
were off SBI 3/16 (SWu), and 260
were at Eastlake 3/10 (CH). Large
inland concentralions include 75 at
Hoover Res. 3/10 (KA) & 56 at FRes
and environs 3/56 (m. obs., fide BHa).

Red-breasted Merganser— 3000 were
at Lorain 3/23 (EP). Largest inland
totals were 335 at Mosquito Lk. 3/28
}DJH) & 300 each at Labue 3/28-31
AF) and Ferguson Res. 3/30 (DD).
270 lingered off Lksh 5/19 (JP).

Ruddy Duck-- 5000 on Maumee Bay

4/21 (RHr) was outstanding. The

Inland high of 500+ on Chippewa Lk.

(Medi) 4/14 was also impressive

FMG). 6 late birds were at 3 siles
27-28.

Vultures through Cranes

Black Vulture-- 1 flew over
Marblehead (Clla) 519 (SWa, RHr).
2 were reported on unspecifed dales
in the w. L. Erie marsh region this
season by the Black Swamp Bird
Observatory ["Dendroica™ 4:1(;)].
Near the edge of their expect
range, 2 were seen at Mohican SF
shly 3/2 and at Millwood (Knox) 4/6
oth R. Troutman, fide JH). 2 more
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(KA); & 40 at BIWA 5/8 (JH).

Gallinule- An adult was
discovered at SVWA 4/20 (CM*, ST*
et al). It lingered at least unil 5/7,
providing a “state bird™ for many
observers. A dead bird was found
along a Fulton Co. driveway just
norih of Swanton on 4/23 by UPS
driver Jim Phillips. The specimen
was then preserved (ET*, ph.).

Common Moorhen- High count was
13 birds at Killbuck WA (HolmAvayn)
5/4 (LEY).

Am. Coot- Maxima included 4885 at
Magee 4/21 (HSH). 2000 at E. Fork
Lk. 4/2 {H. Armstrong); and 1000 + at
Brester Res. {Alle} 4113 (DD). 3 late
birds al The Wilds (Musk) 5/26 were
of note (SLH).

Sandhill Crane— At least 70 birds
were found, including 45 in the
northwest, 8 in the northeast, and 17
in the southwest. A late flock of 10
was seen at Sheldon Marsh SNP
(Erie) in mid-May (GM). Nesting was

ain likely in the Funk Bottoms WA

ayn) and Killbuck WA vicinity
(MJK, BHg, m. obs.).

Shorebirds

Black-bellied Plover-- The high was
30 reported in Lucas Co. both 512
D, and 518 (VF).

Am. Golden-Plover-- Largest numbers
were 90-100 in Lucas & Ottawa Cos.
g;a) (JD, DO}, and 80 at KPWA 5/8

Semipaimated Piover- Maxima were
35 at ONWR 5/19 (CH) and 20 at
Lorain 5/21 (TLP).

Piping Plover-- An unbanded bird was

at Metzger WA 5/4-5 R, CH*,

CW*, J. Holzworth, BF). [A banded

bird was there 4/21, but this

Eﬂi\;;dual was not documented (fide
Il

Killdeer-- The highest number
reported was 144 at KPWA 3725 (VF).

Greater Yellowlegs-- 129 were
counted along the Ottawa Co.
lakefront 4/18 (VF). MWW hosted 80
on 5/6 {FR).

The Chio Cardinal
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Lesser Yellmlt;?s-- One reached
BIWA by 3/14 (KA). Highs include
156 at PCWA 4/27 (VF), and 150 at
MWW 4/30 (PW).

Solitary Sandpiper-- An early returnee
was in Paulding Co. 3/30 (DMD),
while a laggard was at Barnesville Pk.
(Belm) 5/26 (SLH). The maximum
was 20 birds at MWW 4/30 (PW).

Witlet-- The high number was 7 at
Pleasam Hill Res. (Rich) 5/4 (LEY,
JH). 2 each were at Lorain 5/3 (TLP)
and along Siange Rd. nexi to ONWR
512 (RHr el al). Singles were at
HBSP 5/11 (RHn, EB); at Caesar
Creek Lk. (Warr) 5/18 (J. Decken); at
Conneaut 5/25 (JP), & at Melzger WA
5/27 (ET).

Spotted Sandpiper-- The high count
was 29 birds across Hancock Co.
511 (BHa et al ).

Upland Sandpiper-- The traditionat
location at Bolton Field Airport (Fran)
held 4 birds 4/25 (KA). 6 additional
birds were reported from 5 other
spols.

Whimbrel-- 14 flew past HBSP 5/27
{EB, A. Missig).

Marbled Godwit- 2 were seen at L.
Roclwelt 4/21 (V. Weingan), and
another 2 were at Conneaut 5/8 (R. &
S. Garrish},

Ruddy Turnsione-- 46 were on the
beach at Magee 5/18 (VF). Meléger
WA held 40 birds on both 5/19 (CH)
and 5/27 (ET). 12 were inland at
KPWA 5/19 (DD).

Sanderling—- 8 were on the Crane
Creek SP beach (Luca) 511 {(CD).
Singles were also found in Asht,
Hami, Lake, Lora & Wyan 4/27-b/27.

Semipalmated Sandpiper- Did these
birds go elsewhere this spring? Were
they overlcoked by all observers?
The highest total submitted was of 4
birds in Ottawa Co. 510 (KA).

Least Sandpiper-- The highest
number (55) were reported from
PCWA 515 (VF),

White-rumped Sandpiper— 4 PCWA
5115 (VF); 6 KPWA 5/25 (JH); 1
Metzger WA 5/26 (RHr, SWaj; 1
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Arcola Creek (Lake/Ashi) 529 (JF); &
3 at Four Seasons Marina (Hami)
530 (H. Armstrong).

Pectoral Sandpiper-- Maxima were
770 at KPWA 410 and 425 at Magee
4112 (oth VF). 1 reached Paulding
Co. by 3/15 {DMD).

Dunlin— An early bird was found at
Metzger WA 3731 (TK). Highest
reporis were 800 on Stange Rd.
(Luca) 5/12 and 765 at Metzger WA
59 (both VF). 100 remained ai the
latier site 5/26 (RHr, SWa). 64 at
KPWA on 5/14 was the inland
maximum {JH).

Stilt Sandpiper-- A rate spring repott
was provided by a bird at W 5/5
{(PW).

Short-billed Dowitcher-- The high
number reported was 34 birds at
Metzger WA & ONWR 510 (KA},
inland, 12 were at MWW 4/30 (PW).

Common Snipe- 75 were at MWW
4115 (PW). Other high counts were
50 at GiPo 4/14 (JS); 39 fly-bys at
Magee 4112 (VF), & 33 in Ashtabula
Co. 421 (CH). :

Am. Woodcock-- The high reported
was 7 near L. Isaac (Cuya} 5147
(RHr).

Wilson's Phalarope- Single birds
were at MWW 4/25-27 (PW, T.
Uhiman) & KPWA 5/13 (LEY).

Red-necked Phalarope- The highest
coumnt was of 3 birds at KPWA 5/30
(JHh 2 wore at Metzger WA 517
(DJH).

Gulls through Terns

Jaeger species-- An unidentified
jaeger chased a Ring-billed Gull at

tzger WA on the very unusual date
of 313 (TB).

Laughing Gull-- Singles were noted at
Hueston Woods SP (Preb) 4/15-16
tDFl, JWH), GLD 4/19 (AG); Cowan

k. 5/5 (LG); Lorain 5721 (TLP), &
Conneaut 5725 (JP).

Franklin's Gull-- 6 birds were sighted
at Magee 5/19 (HSH). 2 were at Four
Seasons Marina 5/28, with 1
remaining 5730 (K. Maslowski, G.
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Laxcock). 1 was al Metzger WA 5/6
{BAT).

Litle Guil-- An adult was at Conneaut
510 (JP).

Bonapanie's Gull-- The maximum
numbers repotied were 550 in Otlawa
Co. fields 4/19 (VF) & 500 at HBSP in
mid-April (LR). 82 birds at FRes 4/17
was the intand high (VF).

Ring-billed Gull-- On 5/20, the U S.
Depl. of Agriculture counted 6674
nesting paits on Dock 20 at the Port
of Cleveland (fide PL). 2500 were
seen at Lorain 3/23 (EP).

Herring Gult- 1000 birds were
estimated at Lorain 3/23 (EF). The
inland maximum was 150 at L.
Rockwell 316 {CH).

Thayer's Gull-- Singles were seen at
HBSP 3/3-10 (CH, LR); at Lorain 3/10
(JID. ST); & at Avon Lake 313 (BC et
al.).

Iceland Gulk- Found at 4 lakeiront
sites through 4/3.

Lesser Black-backed Gull-- Reports of
Individual birds at 7 locations;
amazingly, 2 adulis were found
intand: at L. Reckwsll 3/16 (LA, CH),
and at LaDue 3/28 (CH).

Glaucous Gull-- 4 birds each were
noted at Lorain (TLP) and Avon Lake
(BF, TLP, PL) on 3/8. Singles were at
7 locations along L. Erie through 5/3.

Great Black-backed Guil- Max. 125
birds each at Eastiake 3/10 (CH) &
Cleveland Harbor 3/13 gﬂL). 4 infand
birds were of interest: Buckeye Lk,
(Lick) 3/16 {GB, CD}); L. Rockwell (a
2nd-winter bird) 3/16 (CH); Chippewa
Lk_3/28 (FMG); & L. Rockwell again
(a 1st-summer bird) 5/27-28 (LR).

Caspian Tern-- Lorain held a
whopping 586 birds 4/24 (TLP).
Cleveland attracted a peak of 88 birds
on 419 Eﬂa The infand high was 12
birds at L. Rockwell 4119 (LH).

Common Tern-- TLP encountered a
mixed flock of 726 Common and
Forster's Terns at Lorain 5/15; he
estimated 80% of them to be
Common (about 580 birds).
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birds 5/14 (RHr). 20 were also at
Magee 5/10 (JD et al.). 16 were at
HBSP 5/18 (EB, RHn). An early
arrival was spotted at GLC 4720
{(RRo).

E. Phoebe—- The earliest reporned
arrival was of a bird in Amherst Twp.
{Lora) 3/13 (J. Blaser).

Great Crested Flycatcher-- 3 were at
Magee by 4/24 (VF).

E. Kingbird— A very early bird was al
Turlle Creek Marsh {Otta) 412 (VF).
42 were at Magee 59 (HSH).

Purple Marlin- The earliest repon
was of a bird in Hancock Co. 4/3 (G.
Heitt, fide BHay.

Tree Swallow-- A trail blazer foraged
over a hole in the ice on the ONWRC
of 3/3. 1760 were estimated at
Magee 4712 (VF).

. Rough-winged Swallow-- An early
refurnee was at Cincinnati's Four
Seasons Marina 3/31 (FR). 100 were
at BuCr 4/27 (DO).

Bank Swallow- The first migrant (a
very early one) wag seen at Ira Rd. in
the s. CVNRA 4/8 (MZ). 900 birds
were al Medusa 515 {(VF).

Ciiff Swallow- 10 birds were at 17
nests al Meldaht Dam (Cler) 4/17
(FR). 8 were al Magee 5/19 (HSH).

Barn Swallow-- A bird in Momtrose
{Summ) 3/27 provided another early
swallow record (RHr, SWa). Maxima
include 450 at MCMWA 5/15 (KA) &
(4vog)on the same date al Medusa

Jays through Shrikes
Blue Jay-- A large movement pushed

through Ottawa & Lucas Cos. 510
(m. obs.).
Am. Crow-- 700 lakefront migranis

passed HBSP 3/3 (LR).

Tufted Timouse- A bird at SBI 5112
was SWu's first record there.

Red-breasted Nuthatch-- Largest
reporl was of 12 birds (6 banded) at
Lksh 5/16 (JP). B were al Magee
510 (JD et al).
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Brown Creeper—- A good showing of
35 birds was noied al Magee 4713
{JD, ST).

Carolina Wren- 11 wete reponted
from the Ira Rd. area of the CVNRA
4/22 (TMR). LR reporied them (o be
"common” in Poriage Co., but TLP
found them "scarce” in his
norheastern Ohio forays. Overall,
they still seem widely scatiered in this
area.

House Wren-- One al Hinckley MP
(Medi) 4/12 was earliest (NKo). 20+
were seen at HBSP 5110 (KM).

Winter Wren—- The maximum was 20
birds at Magee 4/13 (JD, ST). About
& late migrants lingered 5/12-19.
Sedge Wren-- About 10 birds were
found in 6 counties 5/2-30.

Marsh Wren-- A maximum ol 5 birds
was reporied from Delaware WA 513
{(WS).

Golden-croaned Kinglet-- The

Romito's report 50 at Magee 4/18. A

:acie migrant was ai L. Rockwell 5112
H).

Ruby-crowned Kingiet-- The Romito's
strike again, 1his time with 100
“Rickeys” at Magee 5/. 50 were
there 210 (JD & al.).

Blue-gray Gnaicather- 100 + were at
gljawme SF {Adam/Scio) 4/21 (RRo,
).

Veery- A major movement of this
species occurred in northern Ohio on
5/11. 75 birds were reporied on the
CVNRA census (DAC et al);, 70 were
al HBSP (LR); and 21 were in
Hancock Co. (BHa et al.).

Gray-cheecked Thrush-- Earliest birds
were at GLC 4/26 (LG}, at Brukner
Nature Center (Miam) 4/27 {BHe); &
at the Black Swamp Nature Center
(Paul} 4/27 (DMD). & were banded at
Lksh 5/25 (JP).

Swainson's Thrush-- Reporis ranged
from 30-75 birds at Magee 5/10 (JD el
al., KA). 65 were at GLC 5/8 (KA).
Several arrived early: 1 Eastwood LK.
4/14 (JD, §T); 1 Paukding Co. 4118
(OMD); & + Magee 4/19 (VF).
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were found this spring, including 40
in Cuyahoga Co. 517 (RHr); 35 in
Parma/Parma His. (Cuya) 5/16 K{Hr)
10-30 at Magee 5/10 (JD et al., VF); &
21 in Paulding Co, 5111 (DMD) A
singing male and a female with a
brood patch were banded at Hell's
Hollow MP SLake) 5/23-24, suggestive
of nesting (JP

N. Parula-- The earliest bird was at
Englewood MP (Mont) 4113 (DD). &
were at Brecksville MP 5/17 (RHTr).

Yellow Warbler- The maximium was
(aasahn;azlng 220 birds at Magee 5119

Chestnut-sided Warbler-- High
numbers include: 40-80 at Magee
510 (JD et al,, VF); 51 in Hancock
Co. 511 (BHa et al.); 30 at Mill Creek
Pk, 5/13 (NB); & 25 at Columbus 5117
{RARo).

Magnolia Warbler-- Impressive totals
were reeoned including: 130 in
Hancock Co. 511 (BHa et al.), 568 in
Paulding Co. 511 (DMD); & about 40
in Columbus 5117 (RRo).

Cape May Warbler-- Again,
impressive totals were received,
including 12-55 at Magee 5/10 (JD et
al., VF} & 25 al the GLD bike path
516 (KA). An extremely early bird
was reporied from MBSP 4/13 (JP).

Black-throated Blue Warbler— 18 were
at Resthaven WA (Erie) 5/15 (VF); 16
were at Ma% e 510 (V ) & 10 were
at the GLD bike path 5/{6 (KA).

Yellow-rumped Warbler-- Magee was
inundated with an estimated 1900
birds 5/10, moslly found between
5 40 and 7:40 a.m. (VF). 200+ were
Hed from Scioto Trail SF 4/28
Fl 0). Many birds lingered, but 1 at
B! 5/31 was the latest (SWu).

Black-throated Green Warbler-- And
more lar’?e numbers, |ncludln% 45
Holken Arborelum 5/5 (CKY; 4

Magee 5/10 {JD et al ), 25 Spring
Grove Cem. (Hami) 5/4 (NKe); & 20 +
Valley City 5/8 (FM@3). The eartlest
report was of a bird at Sciolo Trall SF
4113 (KA).

Blackburnizn Warbler-- Highs were 35

birds on the GLD bike 1rail 5/16 (KA);
27 in Hancock Co. 511 (BHa et al)),
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& 16 in Pauiding Co. 5/11 (DMD).

Yetlow-throated Warbler-- 1 arrived at
Caesar Creek SP 4/13 (M. Mercer et

al). 3-5 migrants were in Columbus
4/19-30 (AHo, AG), and another was
on Kelley's Is. (Erie) 5/4 or 5/5 (DBe).
22 were counted at Sciolo Trail SF
4722 (KA).

Pine Warbler-- Migranis were
unusually numercus, including: 5-6
at N. Chagrin MP 4121 (KM), 6
{possibly including some residents) at
Holden Arboreturn 4/21 (C. Klaus), &
4 at HBSP 4/27 (LR et al.). A migrant
was at Columbus by 3/29 (RRo).

er— A male was an
outslandrnﬁ find in the Oak Openings
MP [herealter OkOp] (Luca) 5110
(BC et al.).

Prairiec Warbler-- RRo & AG reported
at least 5 migrants from various
Columbus sites 4/20-5/5. 3 northerly
migranis were found 4/28-5/24.

Palm Warbler-- Large counts of
75-200 birds were reporled from
Lucas & Ottawa Cos. 5/10 (JD et al.,
KA), while 40 + were observed at
HBSP the same day (KM). 50 were
seen at MWW 4/30 (PW). 6 at Magee
5/19was a good count for the late
date (HSH). An extremely yellow bird
was al Shaker Lakes (Cuya) 4/19
(RHr, SWa).

Bay-breasted Warbler-- The maximum

was 80 seen on the GLD bike trail

5/16 (KA). 32 were al Magee 5/19

HSH). An early male was at
olumbus 4/26 {RRo).

Blackpoil Warbler— A male bathed in
a puddle a shorl distance away from
a surprised observer in Parma His.
{Cuya) on the exlremetxleany date of
4/17 (M. Harlan, lide BHr). 33 were
al the GLD bike path 516 (KA), and
24 were counted at Magee 5/19
(HSH).

Cerulean Warbler-- Al least 4

migrants were found in Columbus
4/29-5/3 (RAo). 1-2 migrants were

good finds at nge 54 (VF) and
5!18 19 {TLP, AHr, BF), Another
transient was at Firestone MP 5/15
(EP).

Black-and-white Warbler-- Highs
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during the ceol pre-5/10 period.
Earliest birds were at Shawnee
Lookout MP {Hami) (JS) & in LG's
Wilmington (Clin) yard, beth 4/21.

Dickcissel-- High counts were 10
males in Holmes Co. 5118 + (LEY), 8
at BuCr 522 + {DO); & 6 in Clermont
Co. 524 (JD, ST). Unexpecled
singies were al Lksh 5/16 (JP) & al
Neweli's Run (Wash) 6/21 (LB).

Spolled Towhee-- An example of this
recently splil species was at
Sgtingville Marsh SNP 5/4-12 (TB,
VF* ph., B. Simpson, ph. et al.). This
represents Ohio's first acceptable
record ol this "new" western species.

Eastern Towhee—- A good count of 21
migranis was recorded at HBSP 4/20
{LR). An early bird was reported from
the same location 3/11 (BF).

Am. Tree Sparrow-- 150 were found
on the 3/3 ONWRC. By virtlue of the
cool weatlher, an incredible number
{al least 18 hirds) lingered into May,
being found at least through 5/11.

Chipf)ing Sparrow-- The earliest bird
was found at Shawnee Lockout MP
3/16 (D. Graham et al). 200+ birds
at Holden Arboretum 5/5 provided a
very hi?h count (CK). 120 were al
GLC 4/22 (KA).

Clay-colored Sparr
male
MCM
obs.).

- A singing
raced the roadside across from
A 5{11-12 (DO, VF* ph., m.

Field Sparrow-- 36 were recorded on
the 5/5 ONWRC.

Vesper Sparrow-- 6 birds at MWW on
330 (JS) and & more on the 4/7
ON\i'VFIC were the highest submitted
1olals.

Lark Sparrow- On 5/1-2, SWu
reported his first record for SBi, At
the traditional OkOp site, the first bird
was seen 4/24 (TK), and 7 were lound
there 512 (RHr, SWa).

Grasshopper Sparrow-- A migrant
was al Dgg 5i4 (BF).

Henslow's Sparrow-- One was good
lor HBSP 449 (KM). 3 migrants were
unexpecied on SBI 5/9 (SWu). 1-2
returned 1o their traditional spot aleng
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Buena Vista Rd. (Hock] in lale April
(EP et al., HHo?. The highest repon
was of 6 birds in Belmont Co. 521
(KA).

Le Conte's Sparrow- A marshy
botiomland pasture attracted a bird 1o
northeastern Holmes Co. 5/6 (MW™).

Netson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow-- 1 bird
was found at Euclid Beach SP (Cuya)
5/23 (TLP). Another recently split
species, alt Ohio records are
expected to represent this interior
nesting form.

Fox Sparrow-- High counts include 18
Magee 4/12 {VF); 12 Springville 4116
(VF); & 11 banded al Lksh 4/21 (JP).
A late bird was seen at Magee 5/10
(0, ST).

Song Sparrow-- Maxima include:
110+ Lksh 3/30 (JP); 100 DGG 3/25
(PL); & 80 Magee 3/21 (HSH).

Lincoin's Sparrow- An early bird was
at Spencer Lk. WA (Medi) (J. Smith et
al). 11 were banded at Lksh 5110
(JP).

Swamp Sparrow-- A good showing,
with 45 at Magee 4/21 (HSH), 25 at
HBSP 5/11 {LR); & 20 banded al Lksh
5/10 (JP).

White-throated Sparrow-- Highs
include: 500-800 Magee 5/10 (JD et
al., VF): 150 al GLC 4/22 (KA); & 130
at Springville 5/4 (VF).

White-crowned Sparrow-- Maxima was
75 birds at HBSP 5/11 (LR). A
laggard was at DGG 5/31 (TMR).
Individuals apparently representing
the pale-grayish lored Gambel's race
were found at a Holines Co. feeder
4/30-5A (ESc) and at Magee 5/10 &
15 (JD et al.).

Hatrris's Spatrow-- The bird thal
wintered at the McGraw residence in
Henry Co. was last seen on 5/8 (lide
DMD),

Datk-eyed Junco-- 200 + were
estimaied 1o be at Lksh 4/21, of which
90 were banded {(JP). Latest migrants
were al SBI 5116 {SWu) and Shaker
Lakas 5/17 (RHr). A nestwith 3
young was a lirst for Brecksville MP
5/22." 2 oiher hirds were found there
5f24 (DAC). "Oregon” juncos were

95 Vol. 19 No. 3


















E'Oing south on Chaffee-Dodgeville Rd. from SR 87 or by going north on
oagland-Blackstub Rd. from SR 88 just west ol the quito Lake
causeway.

Ponds A, B, C and E are shallow man-made impoundments and all are
attractive to waterfomd. Redhead Pond (C), built in Autumn 1995, held
incredible numbers of walerfowl in Sprin%| 1097. Some 500 N. Pintail were
there in late Feb., as were hundreds of Redheads and Ring-necked Ducks,
Other species regularly seen on these ponds include Greenwinged Teal, Am,
Black Duck, Blue-winged Teal, N. Shoveler, Gadwall, Am. Wigeon, Buffiehead
and Hooded Merganser. The numerous tall snags at Mallard Pond (E) aitract
roosting Doublecrested Cormorants in late summer and Bald Eagles
throughout the year. One autumn day several years ago four Osg 3 rested
here together. In winter and in migration the surrounding fields attract
Rough-| d Hawk, Common Snipe, Am. Pipit and N. Shrike, among many
athers. Nesting species include Pied-billed Grebe, N. Harrier, Horned Lark,
Sedge Wren (nat annual) and Savanpah and Grasshopper Sparrows. Rarities
occurring in the last decade include Eurasian Wigeon and Sandhill Crane.

The streich of woodland swamp/moist woodland along Hoagland-Blacksiub
Rd. (D) hosts an interesting array of nesting species, including Yeltow-bitled
Cuckoo, Least Flycaicher, Brown Creeper, Veery, Yellow-throated Vireo and
Cerulean and Prothonotary Warblers. Just south of the woods where the lake
comes up 1o the road can be good for shorebirds in dry years. Unusual
species seen in the past few years include Sanderling, While-rumped
Sandpiper and Red-necked Phalarcpe.

The north end of Mosquilo Lake can be viewed from parking lot (F} where
Mahan-Denman Rd. dead-ends at the lake. In the fall an exposed sand bar
to the north atiracts many shorebirds, guils and terns. Exposed mudflats
along the shore aliracl every expected shorebird, A Bufi-breasted Sandpiper
spend a week here a few autumns ago.

Mosquito Lake: The SR 88 causeway is ideally situated for birding the
take. Casplan, Common and Forster’'s Temns pairol the length ol the [ake in
spring and fall. Migrating fiocks of Common Loons, Homed Grebes and
several species of duck regularly total in the hundreds. Clift and Barn
Swallows nest under the bridge. Large flocks of Common Goideneye,
Hooded Merganser and Bonapare's Gull usually develop in late fall. Unusual
species seen in recent years include Red-necked Grebe, Am. While Pelican,
Brant, Swri and White-winged Scoters, Laughing Gull and Black Tern. Other
locations from which 1o scan the lake incl Mosquito State Park, accessible
from SR 305 just west of the dam, and from the large parking ot on the east
shore at the end of W. Main St. in Cortland.

Shenango Wildlife Area

SWA follows the course of Pymatuning Creek from just south of the
Ashtabula Co. line until it enters Pennsylvania in Orangeville. Most of the
area’'s 4845 acres lie close to the creek. Two locations oflering easy access
are the parking lol on SR 87 just east of Pymatuning Creek and the Milligan
Rd. area, which i about 1.5 miles south of SR 88. All four of Ohic's
breeding Empidonax flycalchers nest along Milligan Rd. Maps are available
at refuge headquarers at BO70 SR 7, Just south ot Kinsman.

There is still much to be learned about the current status of many northern
Trumbull County birds. Your visit could add to our knowledge. Former or
rare nesting species 1o be looked for include Am. Bittern, Upland Sandpiper,
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and N. Waterihrush. Good Birding!

Dave Hochadel

2150 Tibbets-Wick Rd.
Girard, OH 44420
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SELECTED ARRIVAL DATES, BY REGION--South, Central, North
SPECIES DATE COUNTY OBSV.
R-t Hummingbird 4/25 Cler MMercer

4{25 Hock CcD

5/2 Medi MG
Acadian Flycatcher 512 Hami JKuenzh

5/4 Fran RRo

5M13 Lake JP
Swainson’s Thrush a/14 Mont JD, 8T

4118 Holm LEY

4/18 Paul,Luca var. obs.
Red-eyed Vireo 4/22 Hoss KA

425 Fran BC

5/4 Sene VF
Blue-winged Warbler 419 Adam DBr

4/20 Fran RRo

421 Sene VF
Tennessee Warbler 4/22 Ross KA

5M1 Fran RRo

4425 Hanc S.Baxter
Yellow Warbler 4/19 Adam DBr

4/19 Lick cD

4120 Cuya BF, PL
Cape May Warbler 5/7 Cler DBr

5/4 Clar, Fran DO, RRo

413 Luca JP
Blackburnian Warbler 428 Ross RRo

af27 Miam BHe

4/25 Summ J.Reyda
Blackpoll Warbler 4728 Butl TE

51 Fran RRo

417 Cuya M.Harlan
Scarlet Tanager 419 Butl J. Black

422 Fran KA

422 Lora French
Indigo Bunting a1 Clin, Hami LG, JS

4/30 Fran BC

4/27 Hanc BHa
Baltimore Oriole 4425 Hami Armstrng

425 Fran KA

425 Summ RHr
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