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The Winter of Paulding County’s Gyrfaicon
by Micki Dunakin

My husband Doug arrived home from work on Friday, December 15th,
1995, just after dark. Following a brief greeting he went directly to our
raptor reference books and started looking at the falcons. {'ve learned
over the years not to interrupt him while he is in this stage of the
identification process. He did mention that he saw a very unusual falcon
on the top of a power pole near the Lafarge cement plant, two miles
north of the town of Paulding. Unfortunately, it was nearly dark when he
saw the bird; the brief look was not enough to identify it. We wouldn’t
be able to return to the cement plant until Sunday because of our
Audubon chapter’s Christmas Bird Count on Saturday.

As we were driving to the area on Sunday | thought that there was little
hope of finding the falcon. Usually, rare birds pass through Paulding
County on their way elsewhere. This area has lacked sightings of rare
falcons. In 30 years | have seen a Merlin once in our county-- never a
Peregrine and certainly not a Gyrfalcon!

We found our quarry along Road 97 about a mile and a hall south of the
cement plant. The bird looked large even though it was on top of one of
the tall power poles. We got a look at the pale supercilium, yellow cere,
dark mustache and pale cheek. The upper breast was white and
unmarked. There were dark spots on the breast, and these spots
became heavier on the belly. We knew it wasn't a Peregrine. 1l only we
had more experience with Prairie Falcons and Gyrfalcons! Just then it
took off, flying low, but very rapidly toward the cement plant. We
attempted to follow it at 45 mph but couldn’t catch it.

Our encounter Sunday afternoon only left us with misgivings. We
thought that we had a Prairie Falcon but weren't ready to definitely call it
that without a look under the wings. Sunday evening | talked to Jim
Haw, a birder from Fort Wayne, Indiana, who was interested in
searching for the falcon the next morning. On the way over Monday we
met Jeff McCoy, another Indiana birder, who had just observed the bird
and thought that it was a Gyrfalcon. The three of us then found it again
and watched the falcon in the freezing rain eating a pigeon in the corn
stubble field just south of the cement plant. After watching it for 45
minutes there was little doubt about the identification. Initially we had
some question about what we perceived as a lack of contrast under the
wings. That question was resolved later when Doug had an excellent
view of the bird in good light.

| called Tom Kemp, the northwest Ohio compiler for the Ohio Rare Bird
Phone Network. Once the Gyrfaicon was on the Ohio hotline the
response was tremendous, more than Doug and | ever anticipated.
Over the next two months we talked to many birders from all over Ohio
and surrounding states. Alfter | reported the falcon to Duane Bailey, our
local wildlife officer, ODNR issued a press release. There were several
articles in various newspapers and even television coverage. Literally
hundreds of people travelled to Paulding County to view the Gyrfalcon.
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Many were fortunate to see it. The falcon seemed capricious though- at
times readily visible and at others very elusive. It would perch on the
power poles or in trees; fly in and out of the quarry; occasionally go into
the town of Paulding or just sit in the surrounding fields.

When the falcon remained in the area past the first of the year we hoped
that it would stay all winter. The cement plant with its deep limestone
quarry seemed very well suited to the Gyr. Besides, it had an abundant
pigeon population for prey. Doug and | observed it eating pigeons; there
was one report of it feeding on a crow. Towards the end of February
our sightings increased as the falcon stayed longer outside the quarry.
It had a habit of “flattening” itself in the wheat field adjacent to Road 97
for long periods of time. It didn’t appear to have any prey or to be
eating, but would simply sit there and look around periodically, once for
over two hours.

Our last sighting of the Gyrfalcon was March 16th, 1996. it was just
sitting in the wheat field not too far from the road. Perhaps he will
return in the future and once again Paulding County will be graced with
a rare arctic treasure.

Micki Dunakin
16728 Road 275
Antwerp, OH 45813

Gyrfalcon. Paulding County, 1/5/96
Photo by Jim Adair.
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Paulding County Birding Sites
By Doug & Micki Dunakin

Paulding Area

Black Swamp Nature Center (formerly Paulding Ponds Wildlife
Area)-- open to the public

This is a 55-acre preserve consisting mainly of deciduous woods
bordering Flat Rock Creek. There is a 7-acre cattail marsh and a large
shallow pond with many short snags. There are well developed walking
paths throughout. This is a good location for sighting a variety of
songbirds during spring and fall migrations. 175 species of birds have
been recorded since the mid-1980's. The 32 species of warblers include
Connecticut, Prairie, Hooded and Worm-eating.

Location: On C-107 at the southwest edge of Paulding. From the west
side of the Court House on US 127 (S. Williams St.) in downtown
Paulding, continue straight south on S. Williams St. which turns to the
right as C-132 (Fairgrounds Dr.). Continue on C-132 to C-107. Tum left
on C-107. Black Swamp Nature Center on left.

Paulding Reservoir-- open to the public from 7:30 am until dusk

This 70-acre reservoir is bordered on the north by Flat Rock Creek and
deciduous woods. The reservoir has attracted good numbers of
migrating waterfowl, especially in the spring. All three species of scoter
have been seen here, as have loons, grebes, gulls, terns and
cormorants.

Location: On C-107 immediately south of the Black Swamp Nature
Center.

Grizzly Wildlife Area and Stokely Treatment Ponds

The former site of the Grizzly asbestos plant was developed into a
wildlife area by the Maremont Corporation. It consists of two large
ponds surrounded by grassland. The entire area is fenced and not
accessible to the public. One may park along the street for a view of the
ponds. The treatment ponds, which are also surrounded by grassland,
were developed by Stokely when the tomato processing ptant was in
operation. This area is also fenced, but one may walk up the stone
driveways leading to the ponds. Waterfowl may be found in both areas
during migration. In dry summers shorebirds may be present. Eastern
Meadowlarks are common in the grassland. Western Meadowlark has
been found but is rare.

Location: On C-142 at the northwest edge of Paulding. Go north one
block from the Court House on US 127. Turn left on W. Caroline St. at
the stoplight. Go six blocks. Grizzly Wildlife Area on right. W. Caroline
St. curves north as C-142 passing between Grizzly pond on right and
Stokely pond on left. Continue west on C-142. Another pond on left.
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Paulding Sewage Lagoons

There are two large sewage lagoons. The greatest number of ducks are
almost always found on the north lagoon. A fence surrounds the
lagoons. There is a wire gate on the north side which may be lifted up
to gain access. Hunting is permitted here in the fall.

Location: On T-119 northeast of Paulding. At intersection of US 127
and T-144 on the north edge of Paulding (McDonald's), take T-144 east
to C-115 (Emerald Rd.). Tum left on C-115; go north to T-154. Turn
righton T-154. Go east; T-154 becomes a stone road and cutves to the
north as T-119. Sewage lagoons on the right.

Commissioner's Woods- open to the public; hunting with
permission

This deciduous woods borders Flat Rock Creek. There are good
walking paths along the creek. Flocks of migrating songbirds may be
found here spring and fall.

Location: Just south of south sewage lagoon. Entrance where T-154
ends and T-119 goes north.
Lafarge Cement Plant and Quarry
The area around this large limestone quarry is good in winter for raptors.
The Gyrfalcon was found here the Winter of 1995-96. Check the vicinity
for flocks of Snow Buntings and Lapland Longspurs. Look along the
length of T-97 south of the quarry for raptors perched on power poles.
Location: Northwest of Paulding on C-176. Take US 127 two miles
north of Paulding to C-176. Turn left. The cement plant is easily visible
from US 127.

East Paulding County
Six Mile Creek Backwater- open to the public
A stone canal viaduct cros ses the backwater of the Auglaize River where
the towpath trail begins. The woods are good for migrating songbirds.
In dry summers, shorebirds may be found along edges of the backwater.
Itis a good location for Great Egrets also.
Location: Take OH 111 (north of Paulding) east to T- 153. Turn north on
T-153. Go 3/4 mile to the small parking area at the stone canal viaduct.
Auglaize River

The drive on C-179 along the east side of the river is good in late
February and March for migrating ducks.
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Location: Take OH 111 (north of Paulding) east to OH 637 and cross
the Auglaize River. Take C-179 north to Defiance County or south to
C-138 which crosses the river at Charloe.

Antwerp Area

Black Swamp Audubon Society Sanctuary-- private
sanctuary but open to visitors with permission. Call Judi Snook (419)
258-4515 or Doug & Micki Dunakin (419) 258-4951

This 56-acre area consists of a 17-acre meadow, 13 acres of wooded
ravines leading to the Maumee River and a 26-acre field being
developed into prairie, wetland, pine plantation and butterfly garden. It
is a good location for songbirds during migration. Prothonotary,
;Bre;v?‘ter's”, Kentucky, Hooded and Cerulean Warblers have all been
ound here.

Location: Take OH 49 north from Antwerp. Immediately after crossing
the Maumee River bridge, tum right (east) on C-192. Go 1/2 mile to a
house and house trailer on right. Turn right on unmarked stone road
next to house trailer. Go 1/4 mile to red pole barn. Turn left. Sanctuary
beegaiSS with meadow south of lane. Access to woods on left beyond
meadow.

Dunakin Wildlife A rea-- birders welcome; call Doug & Micki
Dunakin (419) 258-4951

This 16-acre sanctuary consists of an 8-acre meadow, 7-acre
second-growth deciduous woods and 1-acre yard with various trees and
shrubs. Itis bordered by a brushy ditch which winds through the woods.
Although small, this area has produced 170 species of birds since 1985,
Thirty-two species of warblers have been found on the property, usually
25-27 annually. Rarities sighted here include Kirtland's Warbler,
Yellow-headed Blackbird, Golden Eagle, Bald Eagle, Northern Shrike,
Connecticut Warbler, Henslow's Sparrow, “Brewster's* Warbler, Lark
Sparrow and Bell’s Vireo.

Location: Immediately after crossing the Maumee River bridge on OH
49 north of Antwerp, turn right on C-192. Go three miles on C-192 to

T-275. Turn teft. First house on right (blue). Path to woods begins at
the northeast comer of orchard and winds along ditch.

Doug & Micki Dunakin

16728 Road 275
Antwerp, OH 45813
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Winter 1995-96 Overview
by Robert Harlan

What a way to start the birding year! With so many rare birds to be found in
January, "big year" enthusiasts had much to hoPe for in 1996. While there
are rare birds present during most winters, the fact that these rarities stuck
around for extended periods of time set this season apart from the others.

Rarity-hunting was especially good in the northwestern counties. How many
of us made the circuit from Woodlawn Cemetery in Toledo (both crossbills
and both redpolis), to Paulding Co. (Gyrfalcon), to Henry Co. (Harris’
Sparrow), to Sandusky Co. (Brewer's Blackbirds)? One adventurous Eroup
"ticked" the Paulding Co. Gyrfalcon, the owis at Killdeer Plains WA, the
Brewer's Blackbirds and even the Parma Hts. Varied Thrush (on the opposite
side of the state) In one day! Don't overlook the "other" Gyrfalcon, this one
at Headlands Beach State Park, or the "other” Hoary Redpoll on the
Cleveland Christmas Bird Count. The Ross' Goose at Killdeer Plains was
another treat.

Winter finches, N. Shrike, Short-eared Owls and Rough-legged Hawks all put
in impressive showings. Be sure to examine the CBC data on winter finches
in "The Reports” section that follows for proof that the "alternating year"
theory of finch invasion is still with us.

In order to conserve space, CBC data were sparingly used in the following
accounts. All submitted CBC data are published in their entirety in the CBC
tables elsewhere in this issue. In the following accounts, an asterisk (*)
signifies that a documentation has been submitted by the person(s) indicated,
and that this record has been accepted by the Ohio Bird Records Committee.
Look for a full Committee report in the next issue.

“The Reports" section is intended to be read in phylogenetic order. The
specific county location of most sites is listed in the accounts the first time
each site receives mention. County names are often abbreviated by using
their first four letters-- "Henr” representing Henry County, for example. Other
ace name abbreviations found in this issue are: BuCr (Buck Creek State
ark, a.k.a. C. J. Brown Reservoir, Clark Co.); CVNRA (Cuyahoga Valle
National Recreation Area, Cuyahoga/Summit Cos.); HBSP (Headlands Beac
SP, Lake Co.); KPWA (Killdeer Plains Wildlife Area, Wyandot Co.). Lksh
(Lakeshore Metropark, Lake Co.); MWW (Miami-Whitewater Weilands,
Hamilton Co.); ONWR (Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge, Ottawall.ucas Cos.),
g Ot;lWRC (Ottawa NWR Count, as compiled by Ed Pierce, OttawafLucas
0S.).

Christmas Bird Count Data-—- a Cautionary Note

Due to our lateness in producing this issue, we had the opportunity to compare
data submitted to us by CBC compilers with the data that appeared in the CBC
issue of j U 1§ 50{4). You may wish to make the
following corrections to the correct data are listed below). Ashtabula
CBC-- 6759 ind., Y-b Sapsucker 3; Burton-- 6270 ind., Columbus-- 20034 ind.;
Ctéyahoga Falls-- 30002 ind., A. Goldfinch 1503; Grand Lake-St. Marys-- 7860
ind., M. Dove 242; L. Erie Is.-- 73 sp., 14127 ind., GI. Gull 1, Pine Grosbeak 0,
Purple Finch 6; Lakewood-- 20895 ind., S-s Hawk 1, Mansfield-- 29990 ind., Car.
Wren 14; Mentor-- 78 sp., 8646 ind., Can. Goose 453, GI. Gull 1, Ruddy Ground-
Dove 0; Mohican-- 64 sp., 6770 ind., Eur. Tree Sparrow 0; Oxbow Lk~ 2884 ind.,
A Bittern 0, N. Harrier 6, S-s Hawk 1; Oxford-- 62 sp., 8641 ind., H. Lark 0;
Portsmouth-- 10284 ind., Redhead 12, Ring-necked Duck 0, Evening Grosbeak
24; Quail Hollow-- 41 sp., 12728 ind., Yellow-rumped Warbler 5; Ragersvilie--
17759 ind., House Sparrow 248. Also, it appears that the data published in
NASFN for the Hamilton-Faitfield CBC are prefiminary- data submitted to us are,
in many cases, significantly higher. ----R. Harlan
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THE REPORTS- WINTER 1995-96
by Robert Harlan

Loons through Herons

Common Loon-- 4 singies were found
on Christmas Bird Counts [hereafter
CBCs].

Pied-billed Grebe-- Summit Lk. in
Akron (Summ) regularly receives
inflows of heated water from
industrial sources, often keeping the
lake relatively ice-free. This allowed
at least 10 Pied-billeds to winter this
season (RHr, CH).

Horned Grebe-- 10 spring migrants
were at L. Logan (Hock) 2/26 (BSP).

Red-necked Grebe- Perkins Beach in
Cleveland g:uya) held a bird 12/2-4
(ESc, J. & D. Hoffman, TLP, PL). An
imm. was at Lakeshore MP |hereaner
Lksh} (Lake) 12/6 (JP).

Double-crested Cormorant-- Ohio

CBCs 1tallied 77 birds. Post-CBC

repotts include up to 5 wintering at

the Eastlake Power Plant (Lake;

BAT, KM, CHRA1 at Maumee Bay SP
uca) 2/19 (KM), &1 at

(KE?aughnessy Res. (Dela) 122

Great Blue Heron- 50 + roosted on
the Scioto River ice about 1 mile
south of Greenlawn Dam (Fran) 1/11
g\G) A bird returned to the upper
uyahoga Valley National Recreation
Area [hereafter CVNRA]
(Cuya/Summ) heronry by 2/11 (DAC).

Great Egret- A late bird was
observed at Leith Run (Wash) 12/3
(BSP).

Black-crowned Night-Heron-- The
stretch of the Cuyahoga River at the
end of Mewwin St. in the Cleveland
Flats holds a mysterious attraction for
this species. This winter, totals there
ranged from 4 on 12/4, to 1 on 1/18,
to 18 on 2/29. Both adults and imm.
were present (PL). 3 adults were
along the Great Miami River in
Dayton (Mont) 1/14 (DD). 3 other
CBCs teported 34 more birds,
lnclludmg 31 on the Toledo count
12/17
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Waterfowl

Tundra Swan-- Spillovers from the
Autumn 1995 season include 32 Lksh
12/2 (JP) & 25 LaDue Res. (Geau)
12/8 (D. Ferris fide DB). 14 at
Headlands Beach SP [hereafter
HBSII;’] (Lake) 1/14 were curious (LR
et al.).

Mute Swan-- Continues to thrive at
select locations. At Four Seasons
Marina in Cincinnati (Hami), 2 Mute
(?\:%a;ns wintered with 2 Black Swans

Snow Goose-- Now winters in good
numbers at Ottawa National Wildlife
Refuge [hereafter ONWR] (Otta/Luca),
where 120 (60 white, 60 blue) were
counted on the Ottawa National
Wildlife Refuge Count [hereafter
ONWRC] (Otta/Luca) 2/4. Up to 20
spring migrants were at Killdeer
Plains WA [hereafter KPWA] (Wyan)
in late Feb. (m. obs.) and 12 more
\(I;I(BAI'T at Big Island WA (Mari) 2/27

Boss' Goose-- An adult was found
with the Snow Geese noted above

just south of KPWA along Washburn
d. in Marion Co. 2/24 (RHr*, EP*, et
al). It was at KPWA in Wyandot Co.

2/25-28 (RHr, TB, JHe, LEY, m. obs.).
Brant-- Along the Ohio River, 2
appeared at Belpre (Wash) 12/2 and
lingered into mid-January (WA ph.,
LB). The same 2 birds were listed on
the Parkersburg, WV CBC.

Canada Goose-- 90,583 were tallied
by the Ohio Division of Wildlife on
their mid-winter waterfowi survey in
mid-January. The ODOW's all-time
record is 96,570 birds in Jan. 1994.
A bird showing characteristics of the
"Dusky" race was taken to the Lake
Metroparks Rehab Center on 12/2. it
was released at Eastlake in Feb. (fide
A. & J. Fjeldstad). 1twas later seen
at HBSP (RHn, E. Bacik).

Green-winged Teal-- 12 were al

Racky Fork Lk. (High) 2/25 (JD ST).
8 were along Honey Creek Rd. in
Perry Co. 2/26 (CD).

Am. Black Duck-- According to the
ODOW, 23,441 birds were counted on
the Division's midwinter waterfowl!
survey in mid-January. 2000 birds
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sardined into Castalia pond (Erie)
2/18 (RHr).

Mallard-- The ODOW recorded 60,054

birds in mid-January, a comparable

number to the past 5 surveys. 5000

were at Castalia pond 1/20 (RHr),

while 2000 were at Miami-Whitewater

Ygs\t,lands [hereafter MWW] (Hami) 1/1
)-

N. Pintail-- 10 were on Castalia pond
1/20 (RHr). 15 birds at L. Logan 2/29
were northbound (BSP), as were 15
at KPWA 2/26 (JD, ST).

N. Shoveler-- 6 at Buck Creek SP
ak.a. C.J. Brown Res., hereafier
uCr] (Clar) 1/29 were of interest
(DO). The usual throng wintered at

Castalia.

Gadwall- The Akron lakes hosted 23
birds 12/10 (CH), while 20 spring
migrants were at BuCr 2/18 (DO).

Am. Wigeon-- KA found 120 at
Castalia 1/29 and 50 at Hoover Res.
(Dela/Fran) 2/20.

Canvasback-- 105 mid-winter birds
were on the Ohio River at Meldahl
Dam sCIermom Co., OH/Bracken Co.,
KY)1/14 (FR). February numbers
were augmented by northbound
migrants, including 15 at Hoover Res.
2/27 (KA) & 100 along the Lorain Co.
lakefront from Avon Lake to Lorain
2/11 (CH).

Redhead-- Surprisingly, the inland
high came from a southeastern site,
namely, 15 birds at Hocking College
(Athe) 2/26 (BSP). 40were at Lorain
(Lora) 1/19 (TMR).

Ringnecked Duck- Two central Ohio
sites, Delaware WA (Dela) and Big
Island WA combined for 200 spring
migranie 2/27 (KA).

Greater Scaup-- A total of 6 birds
were reported from 4 inland sites
2/22-24, 200 were at the Avon Lake
Power Plant (Lora) 2/4 (LR).

Lesser Scaup- Cedar Point
Amusement Park (Erie) proved a
popular attraction for 250 birds 2/17
(RHr). 500 were found at HBSP
12/10 (RHn).

scaup, species-- The ODOW tallied

The Ohio Cardinal

21,701 scaup in midJanuary.

Harlequin Duck- An imm. male
raced the Great Miami River in
ayton 1/14 (CM et al.).

Oldsquaw-- Only 2 lakefront reports,
plus the following inland rerports: 2
males LaDue Res. 12/7 (AF), 1 at
Lafarge Lk. In Shalersville Twp. (Port)
12/17 (V. Weingart); 1 female
Cincinnati 12/29 (FR), & 2 Fairfield
(Butl) 2/28 (T. Ellis).

Btack Scoter-- Only Lake Co. could
Eroduce this species, a total of 4
irds at 2 sites 12/2-13 (RHn, JP).

Surf Scoter-- Inland singles at LaDue
Res. 12/2 (AF, RRi) & at Four
Seasons Marina in Cincinnati 12/23
(FR) were notable. Along L. Erie, 1-2
were at Avon Lake 1/20-2/19 (JHe,
TLP), 2 were at Eastlake 12/14-2/16
(m. obs.), and 1-2 were at 3 other NE
lakefront sites on single dates
12/2-2/24.

White-winged Scoter-- A bird
remained at Eastlake through January
(m. obs.). 3were there 1/15 (EStl 2
at Lorain 1/30 (TLP) & 1 at Avon Lake
2/17 (RHe) represent the other
lakefront sightings. Inland singles
were at Columbus (Fran) 12/11 (RRo);
at Cooper’s Hollow on the Vermilion
River (Lora) 2/17 & 2/25 (J. Blaser); &
at the Newtown Gravel Pits (Hami)
2/23 (T. Ellis).

Common Goldeneye-- Here are some
remarkable discrepancies: the
ODOW's mid-winter waterfowi survey
in mid-January reported 12,206 birds,
aimost entirely on L. Erie. Although
JP reported a large movement of
6000 + birds passing Lksh 12/11, the
highest "on the water™ count our
contributors could muster was 750
birds at Cedar Point Amusement Park
2/17 (RHr). Nice inland counts
include 100 at Paint Creek Lk./Rocky
Fork Lk. (High/Ross) 2/24 (St. Wagner
el al.) & 52 at independence Dam SP
(Defi), also on 2/24 (DMD).

Bufflehead-- 100 were at Avon Lake
2/18 (CH). 25 were at Shawnee
Lookout MP (Ham? the same day
(FR). The L. Erie islands CBC
continues to report remarkable totals
for this species, including 514 birds
on 12/20.
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Hooded Merganser-- Up to 30 spent
1/28-2/11 alorg the Scloto River In
Columbus (RRo).

Common Merganser- A movement of
4000 birds passed Lksh 12/11 tJP).
Good numbers wintered along L.
Erie, including: 3500 w. Cuyahoga
Co. 12/30 (RHr); 2500 Avon Lake 2/4
ELH. RHn); & 1 Eastiake 2/18 (LR).
nland sites had geod numbers as
well: 120 Independence Dam SP
2/24 (DMD); 86 Meldahl Dam 2/9
(gIE)l); & 65 Rocky Fork Lk. 2/25 (JD,

Red-breasted Merganser- KM found
900 + at Eastlake 2/5. 750 were at
Ashtabula (Asht) 2/4 (CH).

Ruddy Duck-- 200 fall migrants
remained at Wellington Hes. (Lora)
12/2 .Kr:rs). 10 were at Summit
Lk. 1/26 (RH).

Vultures through Shorebirds

Black Vulture-- A flock of 154 over

Higrqinsporl (Brow) on an unspecified

early winter date was clearly of note

(fide BL). 82were noted in Ross Co.

in December (WB, JM). 4 other SW

goeugti&e also reported, as did several
S.

Turkey Vulture- Generally moved Into
the northern counties 2/24 + (m.
obs.), although advance scoiits
reached Chapin Forest MP (Lake)
213 (KM) & Lodi (Medi) 2/17 (ESn).
A dead bird found along a road near
AntwergéPaul 2/6 was a bit too far
advanced (DMD). BT & JZ report
"TVs” tobe "a re?ular wintering
species, seemingly absent this winter
in our area” of Washington Co. CD
found 7 along Reynotds Rd. in
Licking Co. 1/25.

Bald Eagle-- The ODOW's mid-winter
eagle survey tallied 71 birds (41
adults, 30 Imm.) during their annual
2-week January survey. This Is down
from 98 birds in 1995 and 76 birds in
1994. Our contributors found this
species mostreadily in the NE, NW,
& SE counties, as expected.

N. Harrier-- Some non-CBC highs
were: 11 MWW 1/1 (PW); 8 Madison
Co. 1/28 (JHe), & 7 Rocky Fork
Lk./Paint Creek Lk. area 2/24 (St.
Wagner et al.).
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N. Goshawk- An imm. wintered at
Maumee Bay SP, providing many
observers the chance to admire this
species (BG ph., GM ph., m. obs.).
An adult was noted in Perry Twp.
(Lake) 12/12 (JP). 1 was described to
DB from the Walter C. Best Preserve
(Geau) 1/13 (H. & D. Hendrickson).
An adult fiew over Hinckley MP (Medi)
2/28 (RHr, Saw).

Red-shouldered Hawk-- Thought to be
up. 6 were inthe CVNRA 2/10
(DAC). Northeast of Marietta (Wash),
BT & JZ ncted the return of the first
resident bird at their place 1/8. By
1/21, two pairs were present.

Red-tailed Hawk-- An albino at Burr
Oak SP (Morg/Athe) 2/3 (LB) provided
an Interesting contrast to an imm.
dark-phase bird in Wellington Twp.
(Lora) 1/21 (CH).

Rough-legged Hawk-- An amazing
20 + spent January & Februaryin a
Columblana Co. strip-mined area
(WSt, CB). WSt examined 16 pellets
from these birds, and found 8 é)ellets
contained the remains of Meadow
Voles. The remaining pellets
contained unidentifiable remains.
Smaller, but good numbers were
found along Jefierson Co. Rd. 45
(MA) and In the Middlefield area of
Geauga Co., where at least 6 birds
were present (KM, D. Ferris fide DB).
6 were at KPWA 2/15 (JD, ST). 3
dark-phase and 1 Iiggt—phase birds
headed north over Berlin (Holm) 2/24
(RHe). Many other widely scattered
reports.

Merlin-- At least 2 wintered at their
annual Bath Twp. (Summ) roost (m.
obs.). Tomy knowledge, no one has
ever discovered where these birds
spend the daylight hours, but 1 found
at ira Rd. in the s. CVNRA 2/26 may
provide a clue (MZ, TMR). Some
ather re Include: 1 at Berlin
12/16 (RHe); 1 at Cleveland's
Lakeview Cem. 1/1 & 2/14 (J. & D.
Hoffman); & 1 at Toledo’s Woodlawn
Cem. 1/6 (m. obs.).

Peregrine Falcon- Singles at Avon
Lake 1/31 (TLP) and Lorain 2/17 (JP)
may represent non-residents. At this
point, it's hard to tell.

-- This spectacutar bird
entertained many in Paulding Co.
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12/15-2/29 + (DMD", JHa", ET",
RC*, JD* ph., RHr*, JA ph., CJ ph.,
DD ph., RRo ph., m. obs.).
Incredibly, another gray-morph bird
was seen flying and perched as close
as 50 yards at HBSP 2/10 (RHn*, E.
Bacik, A. Missig).

N. Bobwhite-- Kemp’s 15 in w. Lucas
Co.12wasag count for the NW.

Virginia Rail-- A choice spot in
Killbuck WA (Wayn/Holm) held 2
birds 12/16. One of these remained
for the Millersburg CBC 12/29 and
beyond to 1/6 (BG).

Am. Coot- 40 were at Summit Lk.
1/28 (CH). Up to 30 wintered at
Hoover Res. (KA).

Sandhill Crane-- All reports: 24 seen
in December in Ross Co. (WB, JM);
about 18 over Hancock Co. 12/17
(BHa); 15 over Winchester (Adam)
12/17 (R. Stevenson fide BL), 8
Newtown Gravel 2/23 (T. Ellis); 15
MWW 2/24 (PW); 15 Mariemont
(Hami) 2/25 (R. Bushmeyer); 1 s.
Lorain Co. 2/25 (N. Kraps), 1 KPWA
2/25-26 (S. McKee fide JHe, RRo), 3

Spri alley WA (Warr/Gree) 2/27
jl))”gr CM); & 18 Antwerp 2/27
DMD).

Killdeer-- 1 arrived at Berlin 2/23
(RHe). An obvious push hit2/24, as
6 observers reported arrivals that day.

Greater Yellomegs-- 1 remained at
Conneaut (Asht) 12/1 (JP).

Baird's Sandpiper-- A very late bird
was at BuCr 12/3 (DO), a site
peculiarly attractive for dawdling
members of this species.

Purpie Sandpiper-- HBSP held 1-2

birds through at least 12/11 (KM, m.

S)s.). Another was at Ashiabula 1/6
P).

Duntin— 3 were at Conneaut 12/1,
where 1 remained 12/8 (JP).

Common Snipe-- 17 were reported on
CBCs this season. Only post-CBC
bird was in Tuscarawas Co. 1/6
(ESc).

Am. Woodcock-- La?gards include 1

described for the Athens CBC 12/16
(A. Barber), 1 on the BT/JZ farm in
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Liberty Twp. (Wash) 12/26; & 1 in
Washington Co. 1/23 (LB). Spring
arrivals reached central Ohio in
Licking Co. 2/22 (CD) and northern
Ohio at Silver Creek MP (Summ) 2/24
(SaWw).

Gulls through Terns

Little Gull-- 2 were at Conneaut 12/1
(JP).

Ring-billed Gull-- 2500 were noted at
Meldahl Dam on the Ohio River 1/14
(FR).

Herring Gull-- Greenlawn Dam
attracted 40 birds 1/8-11 (AG).

Thayer’'s Gull-- Eastlake, Avon Lake
and Lksh reported singles
intermittently 12/11-2/11 (JP, LR,
TLP). A 1st-year bird was
unexpected at Farnsworth MP (Luca)
1/6 (ST).

Iceland Gull-- Reported from 7 NE
lakefront sites 12/12-2/18, max. 3.
Another was on the Toledo CBC
12/17 (TK).

Lesser Black-backed Gull-- Also
reported from 7 NE lakefront sites
12/11-2/18, max. 3. The Toledo CBC
recorded 3 birds 12/17, and the
Grand Rapids-Waterville CBC found 2
birds 12/31.

Glaucous Gull-- Found at 5 NE
lakefront sites through 2/18. Avon
Lakewas especiallm)roductiv& with
10 there 2/4 (LR) and 18 there 2/16 (6
adults, 12 imm.) (TLP). KM also
noted 1 heading south over N.
Chagrin MP (some 4-5 miles inland in
Cuyahoga Co.) 1/4. 5 lakefront birds
were at Cedar Point Amusement Park
2/18 (RHr). Continuing west, 2 each
were on the Toledo CBC 12/17 and
the Grand Rapids-Waterville CBC
12/31.

Great Black-backed Gull- 400 each
were at Ashtabula 2/4 and Avon Lake
2/18 (both CH). 4 flew over N.
Chagrin MP 1/4, and 3 more were
Inland at the Soton landfill (Cuga) 2/12
(both KM). An imm. at the Dublin Rd.
quarty (Fran) 12/18 (T. Thomson)was
even deeper inland.

Black-legged Kittiwake-- 2 were
outstanding finds along the Ohio
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River near Marietta 12/15 (LB).
Single imm. were at Lksh 12/2-3 and
2/24 (JP)and at Eastlake 12/9 (AG).
A very rare adult was identified at
HBSP 2/3 (E. Bacik, RHn).

Common Tern- One remained at
Conneaut 12/1 (JP).

Owils through Storlings

E. Screech-Owi-- Incredbly, a
fledgling was found by school
children in Eastlake and taken to the
Lake MP Rehab Center. The size of
the bird indicated that it was hatched
the first week of January! (Lake
County News Herald). On another
interesting note, how high does this
species range? A red-phase bird hit
thewindow of a Lakewood (Cuya)
highrise 12/12-- a 25th floorwindow!
(J. Porter fide PL).

Snowy Owl- Very scarce. 1 was at
Conneaut 12/3 (CH) and 2/10 (JP).
Only other report was of a bird west
of Payne (Paul) near the OHAN
border 2/7-22 (DMD, JD, P. Lehman).

Barred Owi-- 3 at Camp Berry (Hanc)
12/12 seems like a good number for
this site (m. obs. fide BHa).

Long-eared Owl-- Several reporters
found up to 5 at KPWA, peaking in
Februa’r:y. 4 were at Lk. LaSuAn WA
in mid-Feb. (J. Diller). 2 Holmes Co.
roosts were noted from mid-Feb. on,
totalling 4 birds (ESc). 2-3 wintered
in Adams Twp. (Sene) (TB). Singles
were at Lksh 2/27 (JP), Carriage Hill
Reserve (Mont) 1/1 (JD, ST), and at
Cleveland’s Donald Gray Gardens
12/3-20 (DAC, BF, PL, m. obs.). This
bird was found dead 12/28 (A.
Jakubowskl fide PL).

Short-eared OWl-- What a winter for
Short-eared Owis. 87 were found on
CBCs. At least 16 were present at a
Columbiana Co. strip-mined area
through mid-winter, but most
appeared to have left by Feb. 1.
Sturgeon collected 63 owl pellets
from this area, ail but 3 of which
contained remains of Meadow Voles.
3 pellets contained unidentifiable
remains. One pellet, In addition to
contalning vole remains, also

contai the remains of a Woodland
Deermouse, the only other species
identified In the sample. Elsewhere:
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about 15 in Madison Co. 1/15 (RRo),
15 in Holmes Co. from midDec.
through Feb. (LEY), 14 KPWA 1/29
(KA), 10 Tuscarawas Co. 12/16 (LEY),
8 Lunken Airport (Hami) 1/15 (D.
Hadine); 6 + along Jelierson Co. Rd.
45 12/13 (MA), etc., etc., etc.
Strangely, 1 was found roosting about
30 feet up in a pine with a Long-eared
Owl at KPWA 2/15 (JD, ST).

N. Saw-whet OMi-- At KPWA, 1-2
were Fresem all winter (KA), but up to
6 could be found 2/10-25 (RRi, BF, m.
obs.). Singles were on the ONWR
CBC 12/31, remaining through 1/21
ﬁT, CM, HSH); at the Cincinnati
ature Center (Cler) 12/9 (E.

Bonkamp); & in a Lakewood yard
12/12-14 (M. Stasko, PL, BF et al.).

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker-- Post-CBC
northern repoits: 1 Woodlawn Cem.
1/5-2/4 (JHe, BAT, RHr); 1 Hinckley
MP 1/18 (RHr); 1 Lakewood Pk. Cem.
(Cuya) 2/4, teeding on fallen apples
(BF, PL); 1 in P. Dimling's Hancock
Co. yard 2/6 & 2/27 (fide BHa); & 1 in
the CVNRA 2/24 (DAC).

Pileated Woodpecker— The Toneffs
were treated to a pair at their
megi’(gville (Cuya) feeder atmost daily

E. Phoebe-- A st ring 33,
including 7 on thzgggams Co.CBC
12/16, were found on CBCs or CBC
count weeks. In addition, 5 more
singles were found in December, but
not during CBC periods. A ver
hardy individualwas at Camp Berry
2/6-13 (S. Baxter fide BHa).

Homed Lark-- About 1500 enjoyed a
manured field n. of Johnstown (Lick)
12/28 & 1/3 (RRo). 500were in the
Marlon/Wyandot Co. area 1/16 (KA).

Am. Crow-- Not many of us think
much about crow migration, but i is
an annual event. Heavy migration
began 2/24 on S. Bass is. (Ota), with
flocks of 150 + heading noith (SWu).
Likewise, 950 birds headed east past
HBSP 2/25 (fide LR).

Red-breasted Nuthatch-- A good
representation, averaging 6.62
individuals per CBC this season.
This compares to 1.30/CBC in
1994-95, 5.92/CBC in 1993-94, and
2.48/CBC in 1992-93.
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Brown Cree peF 8 were at Glen
Helen (Gree) 12/2 (DO).

Carolina Wren-- Every winter we like
to examine CBC data to detect trends
for this weather-sensitive species.
Statewide, CBCs averaged 24.49
individuals per count, up from
18.97/count on the 1994-95 CBCs,
but still down from the 40.21/CBC for
the 1993-94 CBCs. In the SE, where
a f)oputation crash was noted
following severe weather duri
January & February 1994, CBCs
averal 34.50/count, up from
17.17 nt for the 1994-95 CBCs. In
the SW, the Ohio stronghold for this
species, numbers have been strong,
averaging 88.5/count this season, as
compared to 84.75/count for the
1994-95 CBCs, but down from
130.43/count for the 1993-94 CBCs
érédc 142 88/count for the 1992-93

S.

House Wren- 1 at Eastwood was
described for the Dayton CBC 12/17
(JD, ST).

Winter Wren-- 5 post-CBC reports
through 2/24.

Marsh Wren-- LR found a male in a
Kent (Port) cattail marsh 12/17 for the
Cuyahoga Falls CBC, the second
straight CBC he has found a bird at
this location. Another was at MWW
12/5 (PW).

Ruby-crowned Kinglet-- Singles were
unusual at Ira Rd. in the s. CVNRA
2/19 (TMR) & at Camp Berry 2/27 (W.
McClanahan fide BHa).

Hermit Thrush-- Post-CBC reports
include: 1 Columbus 1/8 & 2/22
HHOE1 HBSP through the period
LR, RHN); 1 Millersburg (Holm) 1/15

G!I;‘ & upto 3, eating smilax befries
at BT & JZ’s Washington Co. farm
1/21 (BT, JzZ, LB).

Am. Robin-- 700 were at Cincinnati's
Spring Grove Cem. 1/25 (FR); 500 +
were at Columbus 1/8 (RRo); 300
were at BuCr 2/18 (DQ); & up to 200
roosted in a pine tree farm in Licking
Co. Jan. through Mar. (CD).

\é@mm;ﬁh-_- A strikingly-plumaged
male spent 1/23-2/29+ at Nathan
Hale Pk. (Cuya). This bird was
unusual in that it was not known to
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frequent feeders. Instead it subsisted
on ornamental fruit trees (RHr*, JO*,
CR ph., m. obs.).

Gray Catbird-- 12 were repoited on
CBCs, a very substantial total. It is
difficult to discern whether repoits
from our contributors duplicate these
birds, but 1 at N. Chagrin MP 12/28
(PL, A. Kozlenko) was definitely not
found on a CBC. A hardy bird spent
1/23-2/26 in the German Village
section of Columbus (AG).

Brown Thrasher-- 7 CBC birds were

tallied, plus singles were at Carlisle

MP (Lora) through 12/9 (fide P.

iJc)'tg{\(son) and at Woodlawn Cem. 2/3
).

Cedar Waxwing-- Highs include;: 200

Lucas Co. 2/17 (Tl%; 200 Findiay

Hanc) 2/26 (JD, ST); & 125 +
lumbus 1/1 (RRo).

N. Shrike- A banner season,
including 22 found on CBCs. TK
noted that that this was the largest
invasion in the Toledo area in his
experience, encompassing roughly 10
birds. We know of the following
counties hosting at least 1 shrike:
Asht, Cuya, Geau, Lake, Luca, Mari,
Medi, Otta, Summ, Trum, & Wyan.
Precise locations from CBC compiters
would certainly add several more
counties to this list. Up to 3 were at
KPWA 1/29 (KA).

Loggerhead Shrike-- A representative
of this rare species wintered at Paint
Creek Lk. (m. obs.).

European Starling-- About 15,000
roosted in two White Pine tree farms
in Liclg;g Co. 12/1-2/29 with grackles
and c irds. According to CD,
“when they all took off in flight, it
sounded like a small tornado.”

Warblers through Finches

Yellow-rum Warbler-- 476 were
found on CBCs this season.

Palm Warble & 1 was found in Ross
Co. on an unspecified December date
(WB, JM).

Common Yellowthroat-- Singles were

at MWW 12/5 (PW) and Conneaut
12/8 (JP).
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Rosebreasted Grosbeak-- A female
was repoited from an Amherst (Lora)
feeder 12/4 (J. Blaser).

Indigo Bunting-- An injured imm. male
was described from an Auglaize Co.
ditch for the Grand Lake-St. Mary’s
CBC 12/16 (N. Mooreet al.).

Eastern Towhee-- 358 were repoited

on CBCs; as expected, only 24 of

which were found in the NW and NE

regions.

Am. Tree Sparrow-- A who;wing 800

were found at MWW 1H AF(': )/ 225
2/4.

were found on the ONW|

Chipping Sparrow-- An unbelievable
40 were reported on CBCs; however,
we received details for only 6 of these
birds. In addition, DO described a
bird at his Sprlrégsﬂeld (Clar) feeder

12/23-1/7, and ESc described one
from his Holmes Co. feeder 12/20-31.

Field Sﬁatrwv-- 3 at Chagrin River
MP (Lake) 1/11 was a high
concentration for the north (JP).

Savannah Sparrow-- A bird was
described from Tuscarawas Co.
12/3-28 (ESc). Ancther was at Lee
Miller's Wayne Co. feeder 2/1 (LEY).

Fox Sparrow-- Singles at LG’s

) Wllming;on (Clin) feeder 1/15-21, at

CamP ry 1/16 (S. Baxter, P.

Dimling fide BHa), & at RRo’s
Columbus feeder 2/29 were
unexpected.

Swamp Sparrow— MWW must be an
incredble place. 125 Swamp
Sparrows were found there 12/5, with
100 remaining 1/1 (PW).

White-crowned Sparrow— A huge
140+ were in Madison Co. 1/15 (KA).
Southern Lorain Co. is peculiarly
attractive to this specles, where 18
were counted 1/14 (TLP).

Eg&ﬂ_s'_&ngmw_— An adult male was
ll; regular at the Mike & Kath
raw feeder near Napoleon (Henr)
12/12-1/21. itwas absent from 1/22
to 2/14, then was seen agaln through
2/29 + (DMD*, RHr*, EP®, T. Spillis
ph., m. obs.).

Dark-eyed Junco-- Up to 3 "Oregon”
race birds were at T8's Tiffin (Sene)
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feeder this season.
Iﬁ:-(lf)land Longspur-- The Washburn

. area of Marion Co., immediately
south of KPWA, again attracted good
numbers in Feb, with up to 150-200
there 2/28 (LEY). Up to 60 were in
Paulding Co. during the period
(DMD). Small post-CBC numbers
were also found in Fair, Geau, &
Sand Cos.

Snow Bunting-- Some highs: up to
250 Paulding Co. 12/17-2/29 (DMD,
JHe); 150 near KPWA 1/16 (ICA),

100 + Holmes Co. 1/4 (LEY); & 100
Williams Co. 1/6 (DD). 35 perched on
a wire in Wyandot Co. 1/1, providing
an interesting sight (JHe).

Red-winged Blackbird-- Territorial
birds arrived in the south after 2/22
EL). Althopt‘;gh only a few could be
und at KPWA 2/24, by the next day
territorial males were common (RHr).

Brewer’'s Blackbird-- A sometimes
cooperative flock of up to 17 birds
spent 12/30-2/28 north of Fremont
and) (TB, m. obs.). Males and
males were about equally
represented.

Common Grackle-- An estimated
10,000 wintered with starlings in
Licking Co. (CD).

Brown-headed Cowbird-- Add 5000

cowbirds to the wintering flock of

(sct::gllngs and grackles in Licking Co.
).

Baltimore Oriole- One was repoited
from Embshoff Woods (Hami) 12/12
(K. Fulmer).

Purple Finch-- CBCs this season
averaged 4.20 individuals per count.
This compares to 2.30/CBC in
1994-95, 3.34/CBC in 1993-94, and
2.71/CBC in 1992-93.

Red Crossbill-- In early Januaty, G.
Links discovered a group of about 20
crossbills, about evenly divided
between Red and White-wingeds, at
Woodlawn Cem. in Toledo.
Fortunately, 3 small-billed Reds (2
females and an imm. male) remained
for many to see through at least 2/4.
1 to 2 birds spent late Dec. through
early Feb. at Greenlawn Cem. in
Columbus (KA). One of these birds
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treated RRo to a bout of song on 2/5.
4 more were at Lksh 12/31-1/1 (JP).

Whitewinged Crossbill-- A brilliant
male remained at Woodlawn Cem.
:rom ote:arly ilan' through at Ieaft 2/4
m. obs.). It often sang partial so

1 was atthe She (Defi) feednegrS
of J. Yochum in mid-Jan. Lksh
attracted 7 birds 1/22 (JP).

Common Redpolt-- Ohio CBCs
averaged 3.85 individuals per CBC
this season (averaging 7.60 in the
NW & NE regions). This compares to
0.10/CBC in 1994-95, 11.44/CBC in
1993-94, and 0.02/CBC in 1992-93.
Some high non-CBC counts: 150 Big
Creek MP (Geau) 2/9 (DB et al.); up
to 60 wintering at Lksh (JP); 50
Woodlawn Cem. 1/6 (RHr), 40 + at
FMG's Valley Clcy ﬂﬁedl) feeders
2/10; & 40 + at unt’s Tiffin feeder
in late January (fide TB).

Hoary Redpoll-- This rarity was
represented by a bird at Hawken
School (Cuya) 12/16 (RRi") and 12/17
(PL et al)., and by 2 males at
Toledo’s Woodlawn Cem. 1/28 (JD*,
ST), with 1 remaining there through
2/4 (BG, RHr et al.).

Pine Siskin-- CBCs this season
averaged 8.57 individuals per count,
as compared with 0.31/CBC In
1994-95, 7.25/CBC In 1993-94, and
1.10/CEC In 1992-93. 100 + were at
Woodlawn Cem. in early January (G.
Links) and a flock of 50 flew over
Willoughby Hills (Cuya) 12/16 (RHr).

Am. Goldfinch-- The Greenland’s
hosted up to 50 at thier Valley City
residence in mid-Feb., the same time
frame when feeders at Big Creek MP
aslée;cted flocks of 2 or 3 dozen birds

Evening Grosbeak-- Averaged 3.82
individuals per CBC this season,
altholé)h found only on NW, NE and
SE CBCs. This compares 10
0.10/CBC in 1994-95, 8.49/CBC In
1993.94, and 0.03/CBC in 1992-93.
Largﬁ,numbers wintered at JF's

ridge (Hock) feeders, where the
species was found every day of the
season. Monthly peaks there were
111 birds 12/17, 144 birds 1/29, and
181 birds 2/3. 80 + birds wintered at
Mohican SP (Ashl) (JHe).
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ADDENDUM

Eurasian Wigeon-- A male was at
Pine Lk. (Maho) 10/30/95 (DJH*, C
Keppler, NB, R. Eliway).

CONTRIBUTORS AND
OBSERVERS

All individuals contributing bird
reports (CBCs generally excepted) to
"The Ohio Cardinat" for the Winter
1995-96 season (Dec. 1, 1995 through
Feb. 29, 1996) are listed below in
CAPITAL LETTERS. In addition,
many other Observers submitted
sightings to other birding-related
g\bllcanons For this issue, reports
om the following gublications have
been used: "The Cleveland Bird
Calendar” (Kirtland Bird Club),
"Passenger Pigeon” (Cincinnati Bird
Club), "Song Sparrow” (Columbus
Audubon Saociety), “The Toledo
Naturalists’ Assoctation Bulletin”, and
"Wingtips" (Black River Audubon
Society, Lorain). Those Observers
who received at least four citations in
the Winter 1995-96 "The Reports"”
section are also included in the
following list of Contributors: JIM
ADAIRr?IIR J. KIRK ALEXANDER
AEL J. ARABIA (MA);
WENDELL ARGABRITE éWA{I
CAROLE L. BABYAK (CB); LYNN
BARNHART (LB); H. THOMAS
BARTLETT (TB); JIM BERRY (JB),
DAN BEST (DB) for the Gea a Co.
Park District; WILLIAM BOSS
B); NANCY BRUNDAGE NB)
ECKY BURGOON (BB); DWIGHT &
ANN CHASAR (DAC); ROBERT
CUTTER (RC); DAVID C. DISTER
(DD); DOUG & MICKI DUNAKIN
DMD); JON L. DUNN (JD); CURTIS
USTHIMER (CD), BO
FINKELSTEIN (BF); ANDY FONDRK
AF); JIM FRY (JF), LARRY GARA
LG), BRUCE D. GLICK (BG), ADAM
oLoDA AG) FRANK & MELINDA
GREENLAND (FMG); SCOTT
HACKETT (SH); RAY HANNIKMAN
gRHn! BE HARDESTY u—la&
AN HH W
JHa ;BERT HENS He) JOHN
ERMAN (JHe); ROBERT
HERSHBE G R RHe); HANK &
SALLY HIRIS (HSH); DAVID & JUDY
HOCHADEL (DJH); CRAIG HOLT
ﬁ)Hg; CECELIA JOHNSTON (CJ);
KELLER (NK). TOM KEMP (TK);
DR. PAUL KITTLE (PK), MARIAN &
JEFF KRAUS (MJK). ANDREW
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LEEDS (AL), TOM LePAGE (TLP);
PAULA J. LOZANO (PL); VINCE
LUCAS (VL), BARBARA LUND EBL):
JOE MAHON (JM); CHARLOTT
MATHENA (CM); GARY MESZAROS
GM); KEVIN METCALF (KM): JUDY

EWTON-MCALLISTER (JNM): OHIO
DIVISION OF WILDLIFE (ODOW);
DOUG OVERACKER (DO); EDWIN
C. PIERCE (EP); BOB SCOTT
PLACIER (BSP), JOHN POGACNIK
gu? FRANKR ‘NFROW (FR);

HARD D.S. RICKARD (RRi);
CRAIG RIEKER (CR), DAVE
RIEPENHOFF (DR), TOM & MARY
ANNE ROMITO ATMHP\ LARRY
ROSCHE (LR); ROBERT ROYSE

(RRo), ED SCHLABACH (ESc);
WILLIAM SHIVELY ﬁWSh) ELAINE
SNIVELY (ESn), EMILY SPRAGUE
(ESp);, SUSAN SPRENGNETHER
(SS); ED STOKES (ESt); WALT
STURGEON (WSt), SUE TACKETT
(f}k BILL THOMPSON, il (BT); BILL
N TONEFF (BAT); ELLIOT
TRAMER (ET), SANDY WAGNER
gaW); Paul Wharton (PW), STANLEY
. WULKOWICZ (SWu); LEROY E.
YODER (LEY); MARIAN ZEHNDER
(MZ) & JULIE ZICKEFOQOSE (JZ). In
addition, many other Observers are
cited for 1 to 3 records within the
species accounts. My thanks to all.

Gyrfalcon. Paulding County, 1/5/96.
Photo by Jim Adair.
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A Varied Thrush in Parma Hts.
by Robert Harlan

Nathan Hale Park (Cuyahoga Co.) is a nice little city park. With soccer
fields, a playground and a woodlot, it is reminiscent of countless other
municipal parks throughout the state. However, it so happens that
Nathan Hale Park i located directly across the street from my
residence; and so, | visit it often due to convenience and due to a nice
variety of bird species that have shown up there over the years. This list
includes about 30 species of warbler, Clay-colored Sparrow and
Brewer's Blackbird. But these all were eclipsed on January 23, 1996. .

This winter, a flock of Am. Robins had opted to remain at Nathan Hale
Park and at the adjacent Cuyahoga Community College Western
Campus, feeding on an abundant crop of ornamental fruit. | had spent
some considerable time on January 23rd searching through the robins,
just in case. A thought in the back of my mind said "This would be a
good place for a Varied Thrush.® Then miraculously, just as | was about
to move on, another “robin” popped into view atop a tiny crab apple.
Shockingly, this bird had an orange eyebrow, orange wingbars, and a
dark band across the breast. | watched the Varied Thrush very briefly
before deciding that | needed to alert others as quickly as possible; one
never knows how long a rarity will stick around. !n retrospect, | didn't
need to run back home to make those phone cals- the thrush decided
to stay unti at least April 6!

During the initial rush to see the bird in late January, it was my privilege
to help nearly 100 people look for (and usually find) the bird. For some,
it took up to four trips, but success was usually forthcoming. Onry a
handful of observers were ultimately disappointed, except that is, for a
sight-seeing tour group from Michigan who decided to stop and look on
a whim, many tour members bedecked only in light coats and tennis
shoes. They did not find the bird, and | suspect they won't be returning
to Nathan Hale Park anytime soon.

Many observers were treated to excellent views of the Varied Thrush,
and many others were able to hear its flute-like call note. Actually, this
call-note would often betray the presence of the bird when visual
searching had been fruitiess. If one heard the call, soon thereafter the
bird would usually pop up from the dense undergrowth to the top of a
tree, at least for a moment.

This bird (a2 heavily-marked female) was unusual in that it was not a
“feeder bird", as virtually all other Ohio Varied Thrushes have been, and
| suspect that this fact made it more attractive 1o observers. Actually, |
was surprised at the number of people that came to look, especially
since there have been at least 15 other Varied Thrushes found
previously in the state, all since December 1977

While the thrush was regularly seen through late January, it then would
disappear for weeks at a time as the winter progressed. [t was very
sporadic in February and March. My last sightng was Aprnl 2nd, and
the last sighting to my knowledge was April 6th. Quietly, the excitement
over the Varied Thrush faded into a pleasant memory, and Nathan Hale
Park faded into anonymity once again.
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The Grapevine
A Gyrfaicon at Headlands Beach

|Ed. note-- Lost in the excitement over the Paulding Co. Gyrfalcon, few
observers were aware that a second "Gyr" was also found this winter.
We adapt a portion of Ray Hannikman’s documentation of this “second
bird" here] On Feb. 10, 1996, Emil Bacik, Ann Missig and | watched a
gray-phase Gyrfalcon from 8:15 to 8:18 a.m. at Headlands Beach State

ark (Lake Co.). The weather was sunny and mild, with southerly winds
atabout 10-15 mph. The three of us were sitting at the end of the
breakwall, on the north base of the lighthouse, when we noticed a large
bird being dive-bombed by Herring Gulls some 250 yards in front of us,
outover L. Erie. After evadin? the gulls, the bird headed towards the
end of the breakwall, ultimately coming within 50 yards of us before
perching on the ice about 100 yards away. After about 30 seconds on
the ice, it departed, heading westward.

Description: A very large, light gray falcon whose wing span was about
90% of the Herring Gulls initially chasing it. it had a direct, powerful and
urposeful flight. The breast streaking was moderate and extended
rom below the throat (which was entirely white) to the belly. The gray
cap was slightly lighter than the darker area around the eye. This
darker area tapered downward from the eye to just below the chin. The
wings were very wide and pointed, and light graK on the undersurface.
As the bird flew away from us, | could see that the wing tips were darker
than the rest of the upper surface of the wing. The chest was very
prominent and gave the bird a robust, almost barrel-chested
appearance. en the falcon perched on a crinkled pyramid of lake
ice, the tail extended well beyond the wings. By Ray Hannikman, 440 E.
260th St., Euclid, OH 44132.

Brewer’s Blackbirds in Sandusky Co.

On Jan. 27th, 1996 Sue Tackett and | saw 15 of the stakeout Brewer's
Blackbirds that had been found north of Fremont. We saw both males
and females and had excellent close views of this nearly pure flock. |
noted the purplish ?Ioss to the heads of the males, and the uniformly
gray-brown body of the females, with a slight greenish iridescence to the
wings. There were no rusty edgin?s on the wings of any of the birds.
The females all had dark eyes. All had bills more stout than the bills on
Rusty Blackbirds. The tails were not wedge-shaped. This is the first
time | have seen this species in Ohio; Sue had seen it once previously.
By Jon Dunn, 153 Grange Hall Rd., Beavercreek, OH 45430.

The Story of a Sleepy Surf Scoter

[Ed. note-- This is an adapted version of an article which originally
appeared in the "Passenger PiPeon', ournal of the Cincinnati Bird Club.
Although maost of the action befow technically takes place in Kentucky
waters, it is stifl of interest] On Nov. 21, 1995, while scanning for birds
on the Ohio River at the Rivertowne Marina, | spied what appeared to be
a scoter sleeping out in the current. It had its head tucked back in
typical duck fashion, and it was not until it put its head up to stretch and
preen that | determined that itwas a Surf Scoter, probably an imm.
female. The nextday | found the scoter again, and again it was
sleeping out in the current of the river. The next week, | went back
tothe marina several limes, but | could not locate the scoter.
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We had moved to Bellevue, KY about three years ago, and had not seen
much of note on the Ohio River. Imagine my surprise, on Dec. 17th,
while driving along Eden Ave. | glanced at the river and saw a very
su?)icious and sleepy-looking duck floating by. | immediately parked

and grabbed my scope. Sure enough, it proved to be a Surf Scoter of
identical plumage to the bird in November, and sleeping as usual. It
was near the shore, and although | approached it closely, it did not raise
its head until a Mallard quacked from overhead. A nioment later it was
asleep again. Upon returning several hours later with my wife Veronica,
we observed a most peculiar behavior performed by the scoter. Up until
this point it had maintained its position in the river by paddling its
powerful feet against the current. Now, the scoter was out in the swift
current. While still sleepim.?, it allowed itself to be carried backwards
downstream, apparently oblivious to where it was headed.

On Dec. 21, | came across the scoter again, this time about three miles
upstream, and true to form, it was sound aslee&). By this time it seemed
to have perfected the technique of floating backwards down the river.

By the time | had my scope set up it was almost out of sight. Taking a
clue from the scoter's "modus operandi®, | stationed myself a mile and a
half downstream. Sure enough, after a 15 minute wat, the scoter
floated by, head tucked under wing.

On Dec. 23 | found the scoter at full alert, and for good reason. A
speed boat with two duck hunters was headed straight for the scoter at
full throttle! | braced myself for the expected gunshot as the scoter took
to flight. Fortunately, the hunters did not shoot, and the very lucky duck
landed safely near Cincinnati's Four Seasons Marina. By Frank
Renfrow, 611 South O'Fallon Ave., Bellevue, KY 41073.

Lake Erie Wing Watch Weekend

Learn more about birds, and mingle with those who seek them. Lake
Erie Wing Watch Weekend is scheduled for Bowling Green State
University, Firelands College in Huron, OH, April 4-6, 1997. Enjoy a fun
weekend of educational seminars, guided nature walks, vendor exhibits
and wildlife displays. There is something for everyone, from beginning
to advanced birders, as well as families. Seminar topics include
Intraduction to Birding, Waterfowl Identification, Bird Feeding, North
Coast Birding and much more.

*Bird Watchers are an important segment of our marketing mix," said
Melinda Huntley, representative of Lake Erie Wing Watch, a cooperative
group of tourism professionals and wildlife managers in Erie, Lorain and

ttawa Counties. “A recent study revealed a $5.6 million annual impact
on our local economy by those visiting our Magee Marsh/Crane Creek
wildlife areas.” The area will also host the Midwest Birding Symposium,
sponsored by Bird Waicher's Digest, in September.

Headlining the fourth annual weekend is Stephen Kress. An authority
on ways to landscape to attract birds, Kress received his Bachelor of
Science in Zoology and a Mastess of Science in Wildlife Management
from The Ohio State University, and he holds a Ph.D. in Environmental
Education from Comell University. He is the author of many scientific
apers on seabird restoration and is author of
Birde 1€ AUQUDON S0Cte [y
ide titled Birdlife and ]
For more information, call the Ottawa County Visitors Bureau at (419
734-4386 or (800) 441-1271.
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tokel species 73 46 39 64 49 62 73 60 66 40 37 63 84 53 62 62 60 70 83 67 62 78 64 41 62 5 43 66 60 48
total individuals 83092 8386 1947 17438 20871 5094 14127 29990 29336 2884 1327 773232306 | | 3310 6759 7801 6270 8473 30002 16814 20895 8646 6770 12728 7731 13856 4707 13947 7318 6778
observers 38 7 14 2% 77 28 9 18 2 1 4 35 20 17 14 23 16 47 100 3% 35 23 12 13 14 12 13 32 16 15
party hours 4825 2200 31.00 6350 5.00 77 4700 6950 3000 2500 12.00 37.00 4275 | |3550 3250 64.50 5750 86.50 23625 79.50 32.50 8350 6325 46.75 60.75 59.25 39.00 101.00 5600 4300




Py sl Central Region west Region Unglaciated Region
Region
[=]
=
2 o 2 ) g 8 =
LU DTN ey T N L g
$SS F.Y(28 8503858 B 5 5f8) 8 S| §5585% 55858 8 228 £ BEELE.E _8.E
3 ~ = s =5 = 2 =] < w0 & @ = =W =0 >
SE B8 F|gB R 20 R0t 500 | F858-8 BOE 8|8 B8 S8 S8 gE REE 08
558585283585 80 8005555525 85(5555 | #R55 855 F0 R | SN 25 5850558288 55
Common Loon - - - = = = = = Eesa ey ol = 2 = H = 1 3 = e 4 T ] o O E | -
Pied-biiled Grebe - - - . - 7 - - - = = = - 8 18 ' 20 CW 10 i 1 - 1 2 CwW = = = 3 = |
Double-crested Cormorant | — = = = bl 8 & F S O= R - - e, | .. M =N Thopmic mE: Wl et
Great Blue Heron 35 2 14 33 22 I CcwW 2 N 7 39 9 10 21 6 9 1 - 23 - 2 25 =
Black-crowned Night-Heron | = - - - = i I ) e e e R - - i Bl e T gl : E = megmt o R
Tundra Swan = Tm ol - = m iy Thy = oemlow If o2 i=l = e ol g 2 lmiim = m 7 —CW2 10 =
Mute Swan - 6 = = - = = - = = = = 9 = i = W e 7 3w faee ot B B ot ewl =
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Hooded Merganser 6 i - = = 19 . - - - - - 2 42 38 4 4 2 61 . 6 ¥ = =@ et 9 = = g
Common Merganser 1 - - = = 2 = ISR |V 4 o= - 30 - B weore ool Se. W g
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Rough-legged Hawk = 2 lm - = cmes o=, == 11N = E 1 - - = 3 1 == 1 "l 8 w3 | g = 2 32 1
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Killdeer 6 2 = = ERSAELRVE | R s e A = IS 8 3 8 5 = 1 2 2 1 1 = = - CW 26 2 =
Common Snipe - = = = = CW - = o= e e s = 1 - - - - 1 - - = f = = .= 2 =
American Woodcock - = = - = = = = = = e e - - - - - - . . 1* . = = - - = = =
Bonaparte’s Gull 1 = = = E = = i N = - - - * - = 1718 o - =R & = = - s
Ring-billed Gull 380 116 =~ = |159 690 74 7 - - 7 - 89 [1520 453 1036 487 280 350 496 718 | 28 2 - - % - 388 #6 1 -
Herring Gull § 1 = = 1 4 = = = = = = 5|14 19 3 =2 6 474 =i 3 SR - S e~ <R ST -
gull, sp. = 51 -, = - ’ . - o] - > - - - > - - - o ] - - - - - - 30 - 4 -
Rock Dove 147 44 80 113 |258 3432 440 77 192 356 31 74 163 | 648 136 | 126 156 276 52 379 211 | 105 207 271 45 596 236 754 569 544 60
Mourning Dove 285 242 264 266 |523 760 576 290 388 2061 271 173 408 | 870 930 549 1365 343 519 794 450 542 400 453 67 962 178 704 708 1279 27
Eastern Screech-Owl 3 = 1 2 4 2 = w289 5 S = 1 3 2 2 - - 3 2 4 5 1 1 18 - 2 - 6 -
Great Horned Owl 2 1 2 4 - 4 4 2 3 8 oM = = 4 5 6 4 - - 1 2 7 1 2 - 2 - - 1 9 Cw
Barred Owl - - - - e T TS N ) 2 3 1 = &= 2 22 TR [ 7 S T ) S
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Shorteared Owl - = = 3 - - 3 = 3 1 = o = 2 - - - - 13 - 4 - | - - - 4
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Belted Kingfisher 9 Wigw \J 72 5 22 10 1 - 3 = o= 2] 42 13 5 27 9 ar 2 g 1N 6 = 21 {10 13 8 =
Red-headed Woodpecker | - 3 1 3 - 1 - = 37 3 = 2 = |cw = 12 - - - 3 1 26 9 2 = 14 - - 2 & -
Red-bellied Woodpecker | 13 19 8 10 25 46 25 45 41 56 52 14 13 | 268 83 69 51 60 34 28 89 51 60 21 4 35 16 80 49 156 8
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1 1 - - 1 4 1 4 1 6 1 = =1 20 3 3 3 1 = 11 1 - cwW - 7 I 3 3 3 =
Downy Woodpecker 46 64 33 40 | 38 183 84 102 81 100 48 28 48 | 368 239 68 75 87 40 25 106 53 82 24 17 512 33 121 66 262 16
Hairy Woodpecker 10 3 3 3 4 14 5 7 53,19 il6 1 = 52 25 10 7 18 9 92 122 8 24 3 4 95 8 21 16 48 3
Northern Flicker 21 4 9 1 42 74 45 19 26 45 7 15 13 | 151 86 33 46 39 19 19 35 48 35 25 4 113 17 26 38 60 8
Pileated Woodpecker L osm e 3 "84SS 20200 % R @ 0 N 5 ¥ B Y R ¥ ® B Wi 2 49 @ 5
Eastern Phoebe = = - - - -CW-1* - - 1 1 = = 3 1 1 - Cw-1 7 2 2 - 1 - 4 - - -
Empidonax, sp. - s - - - = = = = - = 5 = - £ ] - - = = - - - - - - W - - -
Homed Lark 8§ 20 5 2 65 2 120 - 17 217 = . 8] 97 9 24 32 - 690 95 28 "=" 3 A 4450 | N S S _gg7 -
Blue Jay 51 121 49 64 | 184 399 182 185 183 376 151 49 147 | 576 71 2606 110 22 82 36 186 | 305 408 192 48 887 52 444 343 410 42
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Red-breastedMuthatch | - 9 - 1] 2 24 11 6 1 = 15 = 1|11 3 6 =M =TEiE 4§ 2 Ty @ 6 dpee
White-breasted Nuthatch | 23 47 10 32 | 43 99 63 37 60 60 42 31 33 |141 102 30 27 127 56 25 49 | 52 105 23 14 534 35 130 102 177 18
Brown Creeper 8 3 1 5| 5 7 25 10 6 23 5 2 13| s9 101 2 18 5 9 10 4 3 M A sk a5k 13, 76, &) a9l f~=
Carolina Wren 23 5 = 2l ®#F 6 20 = 12 3 Wl 64 58 57 9@ 45 19 88 | 45 78 17 - 93 1 44 3B 30 4
House Wren - 1 ! = = - = - = - - 1 = - -, = - - - - = 3. . = - = —
Winter Wren 1 2 - = A 12 gm rame e G2 0 1T = 9 CW-1 - 05, 5y s 1) L 5. = 20 g 3, -
Golden-crowned Kinglet | 7 3 - 13 50 8 8 4 97 12 3 21|13 50 17 54 17 24 16 25 | 62 63 40 - 180 19 44 37 122 3
Ruby-crowned Kinglet - = = = = = = a0 o = e i al LN 1 1 CWw - 3 1 - = = = 2 = 6 )i
Eastern Bluebird 0 3 7 -|21 24 20 52 6 123 62 12 17 | 184 38 180 31 97 78 47 43 | 212 173 106 22 536 47 125 129 279 20
Swainson’s Thrush - s =l = = - £ = = - L. - - = = =2 - - s = = = = A .
Hermit Thrush 1 =- = = - 2 = = o= 5 1y 6 - - 1 = = 2 1 1 5 = 3 - - 1 5 =
American Robin 2 - 5 - |101 463 7 26 - 100 3 - b832 1657 116 684 195 237 131686 | 74 80 110 - 66 90 63 108 17 7
Gray Catbird 1 - = = = 1 = 1 = = . = - TR = IF - = = B Seteemr B od R e (mRE e
Norther Mockingbird ¢ -Li 6 2]20 ¥ 5 7 3 B 9 Frw| g 4 T 12 732 | 37 68 22 58 92 27 5 =
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Loggerhead Shrike - = o = = = = . £ = 7 = 2 = = o= A e = ==
European Sterling 875 380 1502 1703 H579 770 4446 641 965 8935 497 538 2207 14888 11610 2200 15400 1327 2005 1894 18445 1503 455 9069 167 1103 898 4472 2584 3242 78
Yelow-rumped Waler | 4 - - - | - 19 21 3 3 45 9 - 6| 41 13 &7 - 4T NE2E0)| [S7ARNN1GE 010 N 1012 T4 B 207
Pine Warbler - - - - = = = = = - - w o= o Ea i SR R s * - - - = = - 1 = =
Northern Cardinal 140 130 106 126 |275 611 237 273 193 437 224 42 238 |1679 437 430 321 307 270 183 539 | 335 559 193 86 1865 145 524 508 1125 32
Indigo Bunting - 1* = — =. = = T = ¥ . - 2. L - - - - - - - I, = - = i 5 =
Eastern Towhee = = = ] 3 3 1 1 10 8 1 -1 5 3 3 23 2 3 10 12 50 22 1 39 3 19 14 22 -
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Field Sparrow - 5 19| 2 8 112 N 2 = 2|5 2 5 4 11 = 4 6152 484 N - 20 6 ¥pH I =
Savannah Sparrow - - - - - 4 CEe T = = = E 5 -3 = = - Cw - - - - 2% e 1= i =
Fox Sparrow - = = - =1 mm cam cami om em m m = e = - 6 -3 ' 9 1 - - - = i = =
Song Spartow 72 76 51 70 |157 148 148 79 128 356 65 22 117 |[i046 147 182 387 551 98 196 507 | 227 531 164 6 1150 49 306 169 882 18
Swamp Sparrow 1 e = = 3 4 90— =F 3F %23 = i K 19 1 18 4 42 8 - 84 14 20 12 - 50 2 41 1 14 -
White-throated Sparow [ 35 1 4 4 | 13 343 23 30 3 50 35 1 19 |82 301 100 160 103 101 26 472 | 50 153 47 2 146 26 112 38 121 -
White-crowned Sparrow [ 15 15 13 1 | 18 30 13 20 18 113 18 1 18| 57 . 2 1 25 8 97 6| 72 8 8 - 420 10 20 63 272 -
Dark-eyed Junco 60 45 42 37 |154 356 232 205 48 242 196 61 119 | 319 446 dh 278 318 161 193 313 | 443 292 208 73 839 123 354 255 743 4
Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco | - = = - N R R ' B r = = = o= . 1 1* = o= = - - =
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Brewer's Blackbird = = = o= dip . ol T SR = OF = = - 200 = - = = = m m om s = = =
Common Grackle - 1 4 = | 260 9 B 3 3 150 16 = = N4380 5 1 305 5 12 - 2 2 - 1992 - - 19 - 14 263 193 =
Brown-headed Cowbird - - 4 - 42 1 4 - 122 . = 45 152 30 22 159 - - 32 7 - 565 CW 45 8 37 11 26 -
blackbird, sp. = = = == = = = = = = 50 =] - = - = = - = L LU T — R [
Puiple Finch 3 = 4 = i e L e L [t L 9 2 2 = =3 69 = = 15 = = 4 7 = =
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E. Screech-Owis (red & gray). Lakewood Pk. Cem., (Cuyahoga Co.), 2/22/96.
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Common Redpoil. Parma (Cuyahoga Co.), Winter 1995-96.
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Ohio Christmas Bird Counts, 1995-96
by Ned Keller

As always, the results from the 1995-1996 Ohio Christmas Bird
Counts are reported as received from the compilers. Each CBC is numbered;
these numbers apply to the count circle map in this issue. We have
eliminated a few reports of domestic or exotic species, and corrected some
arithmetic errors, but with the exception of Swainson's Thrush and Hoary
Redpoll (documented rarities which were sent to the Ohio Bird Records
Committee- denoted by 2 asterisks), we have made no effort to screen out
undocumented, suspicious reports. However, totals marked with a single
asterisk (*) denates that acceptable details have been submitted to us. Lack
of an asterisk denotes that no details have been submitted. While this is to
be expected for common or regular species, submitted notes help to
substantiate the unusual for future reference. Sightings marked by a cross
(+) indicates that these bird occurred outside of Ohio boundaries.

We want to sincerely thank the compilers of the 61 counts that are included
in this summary. As a compiler of one of those counts,-i know that there is
enough to do without sending off an additional report. But because the
compilers took the extra time, results are available to all our readers.

The overall totals were 924,456 individuals of 139 species, plus an additional
4 species seen count week only, as compared to 793,451 individuals and 149
species last yoar. Only one individual of nine species was reported, and in
another four cases multiple individuals were reported, but on only one count.

Toledo led the state with 84 species seen, followed closely by Cincinnati (83),
Cuyahoga Falls (83) and Millersburg (82). Westem Hamilton County had the
dubious honor of reporting the most individuals (135,562), of which 113,446
were European Starlings. Cuyahoga Falls apparently made the greatest
effort, with 100 counters in the field, trailed by Cincinnati (91). We can only
say “apparently”, since numerous counts did not report the number of
abservers or party hours according to standard CBC protocol. Watch for this!

Ned Keller
7066 Wesseiman Road
Cleves, OH 45002

N. Goshawk. Maumee Bay SP (Lucas Co.), 1/20/96.
Photo by Bruce Glick.
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