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We donated the bird to The Cleveland Museum of Natural Histor
{CMNH) collection. This allowed additional study and comparison wit
other s&ins of SBA and GBA housed there, and facilitated consultation
with other museums for confirming diagnoses.

Dr. Timothy Matson, Curator of Vertebrate Zoology at CMNH, examined
the bird, compared it to references and the museum's cotlection of anis,
and idemiﬂet!J it as a Smooth-billed Ani. W was prepared, catalogued,
and is now #68471 in the CMNH bird collection. Tim and | both noled
iis equivocal fealures. The cuimen lacked the characteristic high
arched ridge intercepling the forehead with an obvious notch, as foun

in many &As yet the bill was ungrooved (Figure 1). A pronounced
gonydeal angle on the lower mandible was not obvious, and the bird
was_closor_in length and weight to GBAs. These discrepancies fom
“typical" SBAs could be due to normal individual variation, or duse to the
bird's immaturity and severe emaciation {the cat may have even picked
up a freshly dead bird). Comparison with larger series of ani specimens
in other museums was neaded o confirm our identification. | had
cautiously mentioned a possible Ohio SBA 1o a few peogla; most agroed
with i i Regional Editor Ken Brock
that this record would be questioned, and confirming opinions would be
a phtlstie Otg%ri simply dismissed the possibility out ot hand. In Ohio, it
must be a .

| began calling the bird "Little Orphan Ani®, since it spent nearly all of
1994 visiting ai, or traveling between, museumns. Ornithologists at the
National Museumn of Natural History (Smithsonian), the Field Museum
Chicago) and the Museurn of Naiural Science al Louisiana State
niversily (LSUM) studied the skin, compared it 1o exiensive series of
anis in their collections, and all agreed that it was a Smooth-billed Ani.
Some expressed reservations about atypical features, notably the bill,
but pointed out that no single character distinguishes the species. Dr.
David Willard, at the Field Museum, commented that this bird was a
Banicularly good example of how similar some SBAs and GBAs could
9.

Drs. Matson and White and | published a brief note on this record
McLean et al., 1995}, and | submitted details and photographs to the
hio Bird Records Committes, which accepted the roecord as a

Smooth-billed Ani, Chio’s first,

Ani Identification

The Westlake bird is clearly a Smooth-billed Ani. Perhaps equally as
important is that this case strongly reminds us thal species are quite
variable. It also, incidentally, illustrates why we need many individuals
of some variable species in at least some collections. As birding skills

ow and expanded -guides and "ID articles®, such as Baich (1978}

ecome available, the imporlance of weighing multiple field marks is
apparent. Portability of field guides precludes showing more than a
couple of field marks, and descriptions tend to be identical among them.

Obviously, if there are clearly visible multiple greoves on the bill, a GBA
should be easily identified. But GBAs are said to sometimes have
grooveless bills, Several guides and Balch’s artide point this out. Balch
shows an “adult female GBA" with a “smooth bill* in his Photo Il. This
assumption about frequent smooth-biled GBAs, coupled with
assumptions about GBAs higher probability of vagrancy, has been cited
in rejection of reports of extralimital “SBAs". | am not sure how
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Several authors, for example Kaufman (1953}. say SBAs usually have a
more proncuncad angle on the lower mandible’s edge. Others, such as
Balch, say this angle is probably of liltle field value. In our bird, it
appears so in the hand as well; the gonydeal angle is slight and
inconspicuous.

Although it is a first-fall bird, the Ohio SBA is in adult plumage, and
matches color descriptions of SBAs, which appear lo have a bronzy
iridescence on the head and nape in good light. GBAs appear to have
greenish-blue indescence in these same areas, and on the back and
wings as well. Remsen points out that this may be due to the width and
shape of the buify feather edges. He writes, “the Tglumage pattern
differs in a subtie way on the crown and nape. The sireaking on
Groove-billed is narrower and straighter, with the distal tips more pointed
than that of the Smooth-billed, which has broader, blunter, more curved
streaks. Perhaps only as a consequence of the wider streaks, the
streaks of Smooth-billed lock more bronze in color.® He adds, “Your
specimen maltches our Smooth-billeds perlecrl\lg' in_this regard. The
best illusirations of this color difference | can find are in Dunning (1982).

SBA is consistently the larger of the two. Peterson (1980) curiously
reverses this. There is probablgzwerl , especially in young SBAs. In
any case, a centimeter or so in 32 is all but useless in the field.

Voice is one of the better field marks, Hidlgely (1967} and others say the
two are best distinguished by call. emsen again: “Encourage
observers to record call notes-- the two species can be distinguished as
far away as they can be heard."

GBAs produce a variety of whisties and squeaks, including an almost
flicker-like, repeated "kee-wik* or "peechip”. A common call of SBA is a
whiny, almost “wood ducky” 3uerulous whistie, sometimes 2-3 noted,
and rising on the last note. Verbal descriptions are seldom helpful to
others, however. A previously rejected SBA report Irom another inland
state includes described calls; even so | can find nothing definitive about
the descriptions. Fortunately, good tapes are available, allowing us to
compare descriptions of calls heard in the field with recorded calls, while
memory and description are fresh. Yoices of the New World Cuckoos

jons includes both species. Sounds of Florida’s Birds and Bird
Songs of Trin angd

obago inciude only SBA; the former is better.
only GBA; the former is again better.

ongs. include

A final message from Littie Orphan Ani is to keep looking for the
unexpected. We often do this in_ birding, and better optics, skilis and
references aliow unprecedented identification precision. Yet we are
subconsciously wﬁ:&;udlced by “typical" appearance and occurrence-- in
vagrants, by t ought o' be there”. More than one knowledgeable
pirder said to me, when | asked them to look at the specimen, "I don't
have to see the bird. In northern Ohio, it's a Groove-billed.® Where can
this sort ol "common knowledge” come from, if not from just such new
sightings in the past? This Ohio record and observations related 1o it
suggest that extralimital SBAs may not be as rare in_the interior USA as
assumed. Kaufman (1983) comments, "both species wander widely.”
Remsen says "all three Crolophaga species have shown a remarkable
tendency towards extralimital vaq_rancy, given their seemingly ineffective
flight and short rounded wings. The wide distribution of Smooth-billed in
the West Indies with no phenotypic differentiation attests to its powers of
dispersal. Observers should not assume that an out-of-range ani in the
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A Kirtland's Warbler In Paulding County
by Mickl Dunakin

Please let me provide a short namative of the discovery of a Kirland's
Warbler in my backyard, or how 1 found a Kirtland's Warbler while
drinking a sup of coffee and jooking through the grocery ad....

Thursday, September 21, dawned drearily. There had been drizzle
avernight and the sky was heavy with dark gray clouds. The weather
foracast only promised more of the same. It was so frustrating! Plans
had been made 1o mest my friend, Rita Shinners, at the Black Swamp
Nawre Center in Paulding. | called Rita and we decided o postpone
our moming of birding. | still wanted to search for birds, so | donned my
raincoat and walked back to our woods. An hour and a half later |
retumed, contented to have found a small flock of warblers. |t was lime
to plan the weekend grocery shopping, so | fixed a cup of coffee and
setied on the sofa in our sun room. As | scanned the sale prices, a
movement in the pine outside our window caught my eye. It was a
warbler, 50 | picked up the binoculars. The first view was of the back. It
appeared "different”, and when the bird turned | was stunned. | have
spent a number of years observing warblers, but never in wildest
imaginings did ! believe that a Kirtland's Warbler would ever be in my

yard, in our sprawling Scotch Pine. But there it was, foraging alone
among the branches!

Following the initial shock, | realized that the colored bands on both legs
were important, so | hastily scribbled down their sequence. | observed
the bird for several more minutes until it disappeared into the foliage,
then | went to the phone. No one could be reached but Rita. She left
her tomaio canning immediately and headed over. | just hoped that the
Kirtland's would remain for the 20 minutes it would take for Rita to
arrive.  Luckily it did and we hoth watched it for over a half hour.
Suddenly, a Cooper's Hawk flew by the iree and landed on a nsarby
snag. The Kirtland'’s bolted from the pine. We searched for it without
resuits, Jim Haw and Marisa Windell from the Forl Wayne (IN)
Stockbridge Audubon Society came in the early afternoon, but our
elforts were fruitless. | still look at the pine with a sense of incredulity,
and without a doubt | will continue t© regard it with awe for some time o
come.

| later reported fhe colored band arrangement lo the U.S. District Ranger
office in Mio, M. | also contacted Paul Sykes of the National Biological
Survey. They have been conducting a Kirtland’s Warbier research
g:q'act since 1884. Mr. Sykes told me that the colored bands identified
e Kirfand’s as the one handed on June 5, 1985 six miles south of
Luzerne, in Oscoda Co.,, Ml. He added that it was “banded as an aduit
male singing on termitory®. The band number is #202063954. | had
initially believed that the bird was a female. Although | had seen several
male Kirtland’s in breeding plumage, | had never seen one in autumn.
abwousl , what | presumed to be a female was in fact a male in fall
umage

Micki Dunakin
16728 RD 275
Antwerp, OH 45813
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woodcocks doing their spring mating display is map location “W*, bul
they can also beglound aromger Iocai?ons.pAt dusk in the spring, several
birds at a time can be observed. Common Shipe have been seen at
location "W, and on March 20 and 26, 1994 they were observed doin
their mating flight display there. Spotied Sandpipers are seen at a sm

nd on the north side of the road at site "H", and on May 19, 1994, a
mﬂel was seen leaving the same pond.

Waterfowl

Ducks seen on the various ponds include Wood Ducks, Green-winged
Teal, Mallards, Ring-necked Ducks and Bufflehead. Canada Gieese are
often present. The ducks are most often seen at dusk as they enter the
wooded wetland adjacent to pond "A®. The only confirmed waterfowl
breeders are Canada Geese and Mallards. Wood Ducks and
Green-winged Teal are probable breeders.

Rails

Pond “A" changed in early 1994 when the areas on the west and south
sides of the pond were fenced and cattle were put into the area. This
eliminated the shrubby vegetation next to the pond. Also, the water
level in the pond raised by about a foot. This enlarged and possibly
improved the adjacent areas frequented by the ducks, but fiooded out
the marsh plants in the main pond. This hurt one of the most inleresting
spots in the entire area. On April 30, 1993 a pair ol Soras were seen on
the edge of the pond, and at dusk on May 23, 1982 the author heard a
Yellow Rail caling from the vegbetatlon in the center of the pond [this
record has not been reviewed tl\-: the Ohio Bird Records Committes],
Virginia Rails were confirmed in the area during the Ohio Breeding Bird
Atlas. We have heard and seen them at two tions: the catlails in
the east end of pond "C" and the cattail-filled area *D". OQur
observations were made in 1892 and 1993 when the Virginia Rails
readily answered and came 1o a lape recorder, bul in 1994 several
unsuccessful attempts were made to locate them,
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Map of Egypt Valley, Belmont Coanty, Chio. Map drawn by the author.
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Magnolia Warbler Distracts Advancing Chipmunk from
her Fledgling
by Norman J. Kotesovec, Jr.

Bent (1953) has reported the use of distraction displays, or similar
*demonstrations of protest” in 24 species of American Wood Warblers.
At least 10 additional species have been cbserved in like fashion and
are documented elsewhere. Most displays, however, have been directed
al the human observer; less often have demonstrative actions aimed at
non-human infruders been noled. Some exceptions include a pair of
l?;ack-throated. Green Wart:;lers ‘Daﬂneddmlim' ﬂb[eqs) _ttht?t lured two Bd_ug
ys (Qtanmm_cmjala) rom a fledgling by imitating a young bir
barely able to fiy {(Morse 1969); and Prasrﬁa Warblers (ﬁ._msmlm) that
various} rformed displays toward a Rat Snake (Elaphe obsoleta), a
Racer i and a Blue Jay {Nolan 1978:282). Given the
rarity of such sightings, | was fortunale to witness a lengthy
?o{r;‘;lomﬁggnmpelwegl an Eastern (;hipn_]]gnk . od- j L ax‘}d a
emale nolia Warbler (Q._magnalia). The episode occurred on June
15, 1995 at Hinckley Metropark in Medina Co. at the same site where,
on June 13, 1994, an active Magnolia Warbler nest was located
(Kotesovec 1994b).

The female Magnolia Warbler was seen foraging in the shrubby
understory and, upon procurement of food, flew across a gully and
disappeared in the spruces on the opposile slops. Thinking that there
might be nest | crawled through the undergrowth, sat down on a failen
tree trunk, and thus gosition myself so as to have a vantage of both
the spruce stand and the shrub where the warbler had been foraging.
Nearly ten minutes passed before the Magndiia returned, chipping faintly
and moving from branch to branch while completely encircling me. She
did not chip frantically, like a Blus-winged (Vermivora pinus) or Hooded
Warbler ia_citrina) would when near their nests; her chip-note
apFarenlly betrayed annhoyance rather than fear, and was more
deliberate and evenly-spaced- not rapid and constant like the
aforementioned warblers. At one point she landed but three feet from
where | sat, traveled the length of the branch and came within inches of
my face. She seemed 1o inspect me rather than make any attempt io
lead me away. She performed no broken wing display and her reaction
was reminiscent of the cautious, but inquisiive approach of female
Blackburnian (0. fusca) and Black-throated Green Warblers | have
similarly engaged (Kotesovec 1993; 1984a).

Upon obtaining a large caterpillar, the female began to chip faster, but
softer, and while working her way down into the herbaceous vegetation,
disclosed the location of a recently fledged Magnclia Warbler only five
feet away from where | sat. | made no attempt 1o disturb or draw Closer
fo the youngster which cryptically sat at the vertex of a grape vine and
an elm sapling approximately three feet irom the ground. The tiny sprite
had a slate-colored back; a butfy breast lightly streaked with gray or
dark brown; a yellowish vent; and two faint white wing bars.

Having been fed, the fledgling dropped from ils perch and began to
scale the side of a fallen tree trunk, while commencing to chilrén oudly.
All at once, an Eastern Chipmunk appeared on the opposite side of the
trunk and paused 1o wipe its face with its forepaws. Immediately, the
female Magnolia flew inlo a frenzy of agilated chip-notes, of which the
tone and raflduy were appreciably different from those directed at me.
She fell 10 the ground, vibrated her wings and iortuously dragged her
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site until at teast July 10, and two additional pairs were found along the
bridte path off Hinckley Hills Road until August 4. Two immature
P.Jlagnofi}aa Warblers !ora?ing with an immature Biack-ihroated Green
were seen along the bridle path on the fate date of Augus! 24, and may,
or may not, have been migrants.
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|Editor’'s note:  We hope you continue to enjoy Mr. Kotesovec's

outstanding articles covering the nesting birds of Hinckley MP. This

represents the fifth such arlicle to appear in this journal. Inevitably,

some errors have wormed their way inlo print. Mr. Kotesovec addressed

meseherrors in a lefter dated August 18, 1996, and we acknowledge
em here:

In 'Nesting Magnolia Warblers at Hinckley MP* and ‘Further
Qbservations of Summering Black-throated Green Warblers at Hinckley
MP* the scientific name of the Magnolia Warbler has been incorrectly
rendered as i . It should read Dendroica magnolia.
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Qhio Bird Records Committee Report
by Victor W. Fazio, Ill, Secretary

Here we report recent actions taken on 29 records and the basis for four
previous rulings. These rulings, like all those of the Ohio Bird Records
Committes (OgBR pertain to the documentation of the observation as it
is reported 1o us. Readers are reminded that a copy of the bylaws by
which the OBRC is governed is freely available upon request from the
Secretary, Vic Fazio, 140 Mohawk St., Tiffin OH 44883. These bylaws
were last revised April 1996.

Recircuiations

All nine records reached a decision vote after previously going through
al least one round of review. Three resclved as Accepted (a minimum of
nine of 11 members voling to accept), while six others were Not
Accepted, Iajlinqlto obtain even a majority of support which would see
continuance of the review. The three Accepted records appear
elsewhero in this issue. The difficulties with documentation for those
records Notl Accepted by the Committee appear below.

Kirtland's Warbler- OBRC 670-95-03: 1, Magee Marsh WA (Lucas
Co.), 520/95. This written documentalion was initially Accepted by
a 10-1 margin. However, after a called Recirculation, the
documentation was considered inadequate by a 4-7 margin. Two
concerns in particular were voiced upon cailing for Recirculation.
With respect to plumage, how did the written description eliminate a
first-alternate female Magnolia Warbler (here we refer to those
individuals expressing an unusual amount of “black in the lores, an
eye-ring rather than a supercilium, and two whitish wing bars rather
than a wing paich®), and why was there no mention of a key
behavioral character, namely, tail bobbing. Most members agreed
with these points and further had difficulty with a song description
not unlike that of a Magnolia Warbler, nor was the tail pattern
commented upon. The identification of a Kirtland's Warbler is
possibly correct but it was not adequately corroborated by the
Information at hand. .

Carolina Chickadee-- OBRC 736-95-01: 1, Lakeshore MP {Lake
Co.), 5/6/95. Even though this is not a review species, the
Committee reviewed this record as a service 1o i 5
This written documentation was initially Accepted by a 8-3 margin,
requiting autormatic Recirculation of member comments. While the
1ail measurement appears definitive, the Commitiee was
nonplussed b‘\]{ the overall lack of details. Some plumage details
included, such as bib shape, have been shown to be erroneous in
making a distinction between this species and the Black-capped
Chickadee, and crucial details of wing coloration were left out of
this in-hand study. Upon further review information came 1o fight
on the extent to which hybridization takes place between Carolina
and Black-capped Chickadees in Ohio. Between the confusion over
plumage charactess and the inability o determine the purity of the
species, the Commitiee could not be certain of the identification. It
is quite possible that nothing short of a photographic series and a
blood sample {or specimen) would prove adequate for identifying
extralimital chickadees in Ohio. The documenlation was Not
Accepled by a 3-8 margin.
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In recent years the Committee has taken receip! to severat records
of Trumpéter Swan. Although unacceptable due to uncertain

- origins, most documeniations have been clearly atiributable to
Trumpeter Swan. In this instance, ihe record would have been an
extension of a January 1991 record into February at the same
location. This record is already published as such. However, a
majority (7) held that this documentation does not support the
identification of a Trumpeter Swan. Problems in identification
include insufficient detail to rule out Tundra Swan, particularly
*shape of the forehead where it meets the top of the bill, color of
bilt border, and width of facial black skin meeting the eye".

Audubon's Qriole—- OBRC 503-95-01: 1, Bluffion (Allen Co.), 12/20/95.
The written documeniation was Not Accepted 3-8. Most members
had difficulty with the scant details provided on such an extreme
extralimital record, Iackin% precedence with respect to vagrancy
away from south Texas. Particularly helpful would have been
commentary on tail }ength and color, more explicit detail of the
wing, and leg coloration. Possibly a correct identification, the
documentation is too sparse io support such an extraordinary
observation. Were an Audubon's Oriole indeed present, one must
seriously consider an unnatural origin. This part of Ohio
{Putnam-Hancock Co.} has a high popuiation of migrant farm
workers from a variety of Central Ametican countries. That they
may bring along brightly plumaged birds commeon to the cagebird
trade along with themselves is nol farfeiched. Brighily colored
species from the southern US border area are nol new in Ohio
8.4., specimens of Altamira Qriole from Greene Co. and Troupial
t:oan Franklin Ca.) and reporis of such should be received warily by

irders.

In Recirculation {second round):
Long-tailed Jaeger- OBRC 38-95-03: 1, HBSP 9/16/95.
Previous Actions of the OBRC

Golden Eagie-- OBRC 349-93-09: 1, Brimfield Twp. {Porlage Co.),
§/17/93. Although not presently a review species, documentation
was required at the time of observation. The documentation
submitted consisted of brief notes and probably was not intended
as a complste documentation. This brevily was the source of much
consfernation among the Commitiee, leading to a fourth and final
round of review. On this vote the documentation was Nol Accepied
by a 6-5 margin [For Acceptance in Recirculation, records must
receive 9 or more Accept votes]. The plumage described, that of a
near adult, would be quite rare during the latier half of May, as
most adulis are through the Great Lakes by mid-April, and so
requires a more informative description. Negative data such as
“legs would have been seen if they were nol booted" is of littfe help
in making a convincing ID. The best feature mentioned is head
Prqgcuan. yel the matter of wing position while soaring is left out,
eading one to wonder how well the bird was seen; information
which cannot be garnered from the details provided., Further detail
of body Qiurna?e may have resolved an apparent discrepancy in the
combination of “whitish* base to the tait and "uniformily dark
underwings (an odd combination in an “adult"); the extent of which
is not described.
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THE REPORTS—- AUTUMN 1985
by Robert Harlan

Loons through Herons

Red-throated Loon— Up to 7 singles
were raparted 10/21-11/29. Except
for 1 at Huron (Erie) 11/8 (KA), all
ather reports came from Lake Co.
(JP. LR, EB, RHn).

Common Loon— 209 birds ai L,
Rockwall (Port) 11412 provided an
excellent inland count for the
northeastern counties (LR).
Elsewhere inland: 86 Cleariork Res.
ich/Morr) 11116 BJH): 60 Mosquito
. (Trum) 11/17 (DJH); 44 over
Berlin {Hoim) 11/8 (RHe), & 41
Seneca Lk, (Nobl) 11111 (ESc). Peak
lakefront count was 150 birds at
Huron 10/28 (EP, RHr). 8 were in
Hancock Co. by 9/19 (BHa).

Pled-billed Grebs-- Outstandi
numbers include: 151 Magee Marsh
WA [hereatter Mﬁee {Ctia/Luca)
10115 (HSHY); 108 L. Hockwell 11/19
(LFC?; & 100 on Rocky Fork Lk. (High)
and Paint Creek Lk. (High/Ross)
1119 (Swa).

Horned Grebe— Lakefront hiigh was a
I)anry 18 birds in Erie Co. 11/8 (KA).
nland numbers were up, however:
92 Mosquito Lk. 1117 (DJH); 61
Seneca Lk. 11111 (ESc&; & 30 Rocky
Fotk Lk./Paint Creek L
On 8A1, singies were at Findlay Res.
ereafter FRes] and Fostoria Res.,
th in Hancock Co (BHa),

Red-necked Grebe- 5 lakefront
singles were noted in Asht, Cuya and
Lake Cos. 11/4-30. The onl¥ inland
bird was at Rocky Fork Lk. 11/19
(SWa),

Eared Grebe- Tha Newtown Gravel
Pits (Hami) atlracted this rarity
11H4-19 (FR, J. Decker, LG, m.
abs.}. Another was at Clifton
Lagoons near the mouth of the Rocky
River (Cuya) 11/11 (MJK).

Am. White Pelican— Cne was seen
along the Ohio River adjacent 1o
Brown Co. 8/6 (J. Ruthven).

Double-crested Cormorant-- RHe
witnessed 800+ heading south over
Berlin 10/29 and at east 1208 more
doing the same 11/8. Most of the
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1119 (SWa).

1009 birds in Hancock Co. 10/3 were
also headed souih (BHa). Along L.
Erie, 5000 were at Huron 10/28 (RHr,
EFP), 2000 were on Sandusky Bay
{Ctta/Erie) 10/15 (CH), & 1500 were at
Kelley's Is. (Erie} 9/9 (DC et al.).
Reported from at least 20 counties.

Am. Bittern— One was found in a
Lakewood (Cuya) tree 10119 (W. & N.
Klarmm, fide PL). Another was plcked
up in downtown Cleveland {Cuya)
10/25 and 1aken to the N. Chagrin MP
Nature Center (Cuya). ltwas
subsequently taken {o the Lake
Metroparks Behab Center {fide KM).

Least Bittern-- Mirroring the above
report, one received at N. Chagrin
10/17 eventuaily mada it to the Lake
Metroparks Rehab Center (fide KM).
Another was at Mentor Veterans Pk.
{Lake) 6/3 (JP).

Greal Blue Heron- Highs: 184
Killdeer Plains WA [hereafter KPWA]
mlgﬁr;) 9/2 {(JH) & 93 Magee 8/20

Great Egret- A flock of 64 proceeded
south over Tuscarawas Co. 10/15, a
very unusual sight inland (LS). 23 at
Mosquito Lk. 9/18 (DJH) & 12 a1
Hebron Fish Hatcher?‘ (Lick) B/27
(RR0) were the next highest inland
tallies. 180 were recorded on the
Onawa Natlonal Wildlile Retuge
g:&t;m [hereatter ONWRC] (Ofia/luca)

Snowy Egret-- Many reports of 1-3
birds emlgnaled from the w. L. Erie
marshes through 10/14,

Cattle Egret- 3 singles were found in

the w. L. Erie marshes 8H2-10/8

gRHr, EP, JP). 1 was inland at E.
ork Lk. {(Cler) 9/19 {HA).

Green Heron-- Max. 6 LaDue Res.
g%eau) B/20 (AF). 2 were somewhat
te at Valiey City (Medi) 10/23 (FMG),

Black-crowned Night-Heron-- A peak
of 32 congregated along the -
Cuyahoga River 11/20, as seen from
Merwin St. in the Clevieland Flats
(PL). 6 inland sites reporied,
including 12 at Gilmore Ponds (Butl)
9/6 (T. Eliis).

Ibis species-- An immature dark ibis
was seen at Kyger Creek Power Plant
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Greater Scaup- 4 each were inland
at Paulding Res. (Paul) 10/28 SDMD)
gg)at Rocky Fork Lk. 10729 (IS,

Lesser Scaup~- Along the Lake, 160
were at Sherod Pk. 11/8 (KA) and 100
were at Bay Village (Cuya) 11/5 (CH).
175 were at FRes 10/31 (BHa).

Oldsquaw-- 4 1akefront singles were
found 11/3-24. The only inland bird
was at FRes 10/31 (BHa).

Black Scoter-- Lakefront max. 12
Headlands Beach State Park
[hereaﬂer HBSP] (Lake) 11/24 (LR).
nland: 1 Grand Lk.-5t. MaB‘s
{Mercer Co. portion) 11/11 (DD et al };
12 LaDue Res. 10/24 (AF), with 1
female there 11/24-25 (LR, CH); & 1
fem. at L. Logan (Hock) 11/16 (BSP).

Surf Scoter-- Seen in the 5 lakefront
counties from Erle to Ashiabuta
1015 + , topped by 28 at HBSP 10/30
gM). 5 jnland reports: 5 Indian

reak WA (Bl 10/29 (J5, JBe); 1
at a Columbus (Fran) quarr¥,11i4-13
(RR0); 1 Shalersville Twp. (Port)
11/6+ (CH, LR); 3 E. Fork Lk. 11/7
(HA), & 1 at 4 Seasons Marina (Hami)
11/21-22 (FR et at.).

White-winged Scoter-- 10 lakefront
birds were reported from 3 sites
11/12-24. Singles were inland at
Grand Lk.-S1. Mary's (Auglaize Co.
ﬁanbn) 31/11 (DD et al) & at

owiown Gravel Pits 11/47 (J.
Decker).

Common Goldeneye-- 100 were at
Huron 11/25 (RHr, EP), 5 at
Springtield Lk. {(Summ) 11/26 (CH)
was a very disappointing intand high.

Buftiehead-- inland highs include: 56

adore Res. 11/24 (LR) & 25
Findley SP (Lora) 11/15 (NKr}. 97
were al Magee 11/19 (HSH).

Hooded Merganser-- Good numbers

were at and near L. Rockwell through

Nov., including 610 hirds 11724 (V.

Weingart). Other highs: 300

ONWRC 11/5; 265 Seneca Lk. 11/11

ESC); & 150 Paim Creek Lk./Accky
ork Lk, 11/19 (SWa}.

Common Merganser—- 144 at Magee

1119 (HSH) and 10 at L. Rockwell
11730 (V. Weingan) were the lakefront
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and intand highs.

Red-breasted Merganser— Now here
is an abundant species. 75,000 +
flew east past Fairport Harbor (Lake}
11/5 (EB). 50,000 + were at Eastlake,
also in Lake Co. 11/11 (LR), while
(1((3)|._|0)00were in Cuyahoga Co. 11/5

" Ruddy Duck~ A spectacular 925 were

a M re Aes. 11/25 (LR). Other
highs include: 385 Metzger Res.
{Alle) 10/28 (DDY; 150 Sheldon Marsh
SNP 10/15 (RHr}; & 106 Pine LK.
1030 (DJH).

Yultures through Cranes

Black Vulture-- The Rocky Fork LK.
roost was extremely Impressive this
ar, peaking at 170 birds 11/5. 80
irds were at nearby Paint Creek Lk,
1119 {both SWa). LG photo]q(raphed
30 birds at the Paint Creek Lk.
spilivay 1119. 3 were at Shawnee
Lookout PK. (Hami) 10H6 (JS) and 4
were at Miami-Whitewater Forest
(Hami) the same day {(NKe et al.).

21

Turkey Vulture-- In addition to the
Black Vuiture roost noted above,
Rocky Fork Lk. hetd 300 Turkey
Vultures 11/5 (SWa), 130 were at
Pleasam Hill Res. (Rich/Ashl) 10/22
(JH). The singie-day peak for the
Oak Openings [hereatter OkOp]
{Luca) hawk watch was 277 birds
10/22 (TK, MAn). Migrams remained
in the north through [ate November.

Osprey-- Reported from at least 25
counties. At least 40 birds were
reported statewide, plus 40 more
were tallled on the OkOp hawlk watch,
5 wera counted there 1015 {(MAnN,
TK). Latest singles were at Buck
Creek SP [a.k.a. C.J. Brown FAes.,
hereafier BuCr] (Clar) 11/7 (CW, J.
Holzworth) and at Hocking College
(Athe) 11730 (BSP). The nesting pair
with youngi.lremained at Haxiand
(Jefi) through at least 8/8 (MAr).

Bald Eagle- Found in at least 17
counties, totalling at least 50 birds.
In addition, at least 4 adults and &
imm. were found on the ON'WRCs
B8/6-11/5.

N. Harrier-- 10 wefe at Rocky Fork Lk,
11/5 (SWa).
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- Al least 1 bird
frequeited the w. L. Erie marshes
this season, being documented at
Maumee Bay SP (Luca) on 84 (BC™,
BW* E. Banks} and at Metzger on
812 (RHr*, EP}, 9/2 (JBu*), and 9/3
{CH"). It was seen through at least
9415 (TB, m. abs.). The Chio Bird
Records Commitiee is preserntly
attempting to discern if 1 or 2 birds
were presen, and if an adult at
Metzger 7/15-16/95 milgr?t represent
the same bird(s) seen this season. A
confusing matter.

Killdeer~ 450 KPWA 9/15-18 (JH, KA);
400 Beriin Res. 6/17 (CH); & 230
Grand River WA 10/13 (DJH). 78
flew over Mt. Hope (Holm) 1112 (LEY).

Black-necked Stilt-- 2 birds were an
excellent find at Metzger 9/15 (TB*).
A very late bird was an unexpect
discovery al Conneaut (Ashi) 11/7-13
(JP* ph., CH*, PS ph., m. cbs.).

American Avocet-- Al Lorain (Lora), 2
birds present on 8/10 were
augmented b{ﬂ more the next day
(TLP, MJK, PL et al.). A single was
there 8/22 (TLP). From 1-3 birds
were at Metzger 9/5-15 (KA, TMR,
T8, RRo, 8Fi). Inland, 1 was at
Rocky Fork Lk. 10/27 and 8 were
there 11/2 (Y. Mohlman). 2 more
were in Scott Twp. (Mari} 10/23-27
JH, KA), and 1 was at KPWA 9/5
KA?. yger Creek Power Plant in
allia Co. attracted at lsast 1 avocet
this season (WA).

Greater Yellomegs-- Highs were 43
ONWREC 9/3 8 40 KPWA 9/7 (KA). A
:% ard was at LaDue Res. 11725

Lesser Yel 200 were at

KPWA on both 8/28 and 9/5 (KA).

mtgger attracted 100 birds 8/12 (EP,
.

Solitary Sandpiper-- Max. 18 at
Heidelberg College's Funk-Dewald
Nature Reserve (Sene) 8/3 (HH).

Willet— A juv. was at Conneaut
818-20 (JH, RHr, JP, CH).

tled Sandpiper-- Max. 21 FRes
15 (BHa).

Upland Sandpiper— At least 1-2 were
at or near Otiawa National Witdlife

The Ohio Cardinal
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Refuge [hereafter ONWR] (Otla/Luca)
8/6-21 (ONWRC, KA, JP).

Whimbrel-- 2 were noted at Conneaut
8/115-20 (JP, RHr, JH, CH). Another
was there 910 (KM et al). Singles
were also at Lorain 8/29 (TLP) and
Metzger 9/4 (TK).

Hudsonian Godwit-- Singles were
found at Metzger 9/ (JP), 9/27 (NKg,
K. McDonald), and 10/18 (JP} ne
was al KPWA 8/2-12 (JH, KA).

Marbled Godwil-- 2 lingered at
Sheldon Marsh SNP 9/6-20 (MJK,
TLP). Lorain atiracted a bird 8/22-26
&Iﬂq)' m. obs.), as did Conneaut 8/28

Ruddy Turnstone-- Max. 5 Lorain 94
&I;LP)). 2 were inland at BuCr 8/5
Q).

Red Knot- Conneaut was consistantly
good for this species. Al least 5 birds
were present 8/13-11/4 {LA, CH, JP,
m. obsF.z. 6 wore at Metzger 9/16
LEY, RHr, m. obs.). One was at

orain 8/12 (NKr) and again 9/4-8
(TLP, MJK). 2 were inland at KPWA
9/5 (KA).

Sanderling-- Some highs include: 65
ONWRC 101; 25 HBSP 9/9 (RHn): &
25 Kolley's Is. 910 (DC et al). Inland
reports of 1-4 birds came from Berlin
Res., BuCr, Cowan Lk. {Clin), E. Fork
Lk., KPWA, Kyger Creck Power Plant,
& Paulding Co. A {}‘W. dawdled at
Conneaut 11112 (CH)

Semipalmated Sandplper-- 2 late juv.
remained at Metzger 10/21 (JD, ,
with 1 still present 10/28 (RHr, EP). 2
more juv. were late at Sheldon Marsh
SNP 10721 {JD, ST, EP, AHr). Some
peak counts include: 500 Metzger
8112 (EP, AHr), with 300 there

nexi day {JBu); 150 Lorain 8/25 (TLP);
& 40 KPWA 9114 (KA).

Western Sandg\'ﬁer- 3 inland sites
reported: 2 XKPWA 8/28 & 9/5, with 1
there 9114 (KA); 1 Juv. Beriin Res.
QA7 (CHY; &1 Roclg Fork Lk. 10/28
(JD, . Along L. Erie, 1-3 birds
were detected at Metzger, Conneaut,
and Lorain 8/6-10/21.

Least Sandpiper-- 200 ai KPWA 8/28
(KA) and 100 at Metzger 813 {JBu)
were by far the highest reports. Also
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the &. end of Cranberry Bog
(Lick/Fair) 9/16 (GB, D. Linzell et al.)s;
a juv. at Delaware SP (Dela) 9/4 (WS,
ph.); :Juv. picked up at E. Fork Lk.
9/8 and 1aken to RAPTOR, Inc. for
rehab (ide NKe); a juv. at HBSP
9/14-15 (KM, RHn); 1 Sandusky Bay
10/8 {(JP); a 1st-winter bird at
Cleveland's E. 55th St. Marina
(IJDﬁft)Hd(JDH, TLP); & 1 Lksh 10H9

Frankdin’s Gull- Inland: 16 BuCr
10A14, and 1 there 10/21-22 (DO); 4
1st-smrer birds al Rocky Fork Lk.
10/28 (JD, STJ)A l_:lp to 3 at E. Fork Lk.
10/25-11/8 (HA, T. Fitzpatrick, D.
Brinkmany); & 1 at the Cincinnati
waterworks (Hami) 11/12-14 (FR). 1-2
birds were found at 6 lakefrom sites
915-11/20.

Linle Guli- An adult was at Conneaut
813 (LR, CH). At least 1 bird was at
HBSP 9/7-30 (AHn, LR, KM). Huron

hosted an adult 11/15 (KA). Found at
Lksh 3 times from 9/1-11/29 (JP).

Bonapaite’s Gull- Lorain harbored
1500 birds 11/4 (FMG). Inland: 300
Paint Creek Lk./ Fork Lk. 11/19
(rSWa); 200 BuCr 11/4 (DO), & 150
appan Lk. (Harr) 11111 (ESc).

Ring-billed Gull- 3000 were counted
on Rocky Forik LK./Paint Creek Lk.
1119 (SWa).

Herring Gull- Rocky Fork Lk./Paint
Creok Lk. attracted 300 birds 10/20
(S, JBe),

Thayer's Gull- Singles were at Lksh
114 & 22 (JP).

Lesser Black-backed Gult- An adult
with a "very red bill® was an oddity at
Eastlake 10/29+ (T. Kellerman, |R).
Other adults were at E. 55th St. in
Cleveland 1141 and at Cedar Poim
Amusement PK. 11/25 (both EP, RHr).
Unspecified singles were at Lksh
1015 (JP) & at Lorain 11/8 (KA).

Glaucous Gull- 1 was at L ksh 10729

(JP). A 1st-winter bird was easily

gse)nred at HBSP 11/24 + (LR, m.
3.).

Greal Black-backed Gull- 50 or more
were courted at HBSP 9/8 (KM). 30
or morewere al S, Bass Is. 912
{SWu).

The Ohic Cardinal
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Black-legged Kittiwake-- Single
15t-year birds were at Huron 11/8
(KA) and HBSP 11/23 (EB, RHn).

Sabine's Guil- A juv. was
documented at Lorain 922 (TLP*, LR
et al.). HBSP anracted a juv. 916
KM*) and 2 imm. flew sige by side

r several minutes there 1015 (KM*,
EB, RHn).

Casplan Tern- The peak at Lorain
came 849, when 47 were counted
(TLP). The only double-digit intand
count was 24 birds at Walbomn Res,
819 (CH).

- One was an exceptional
find at Conneaul 8/17 (CK*, NB*,
RE*). Rather than being deemed a
second state record, the Ohio Bird
Records Commitiee felt that this
individual was likely the same
individual that was found at Lorain
earlier in the summer (7/8-21/35).

Common Tern-—- Maxima: 1600 +
heading past HBSP 916, with
another 400 doing likewise the next
d;rg(yJ {_LH et al); ONWRC 9/3; &

orain 8/31 (TLP). 20 were
inland at Caesar Creek Lk. 10/6 (JD,
ST). 15 November birds were found
at 4 sites through 11/6.

Forster's Tem-- Highs: 230 ONWRC
10/1; 100 Metzger 916 (RHr, EF;:); &
75 Maumee Bay SP 8/12 (RHr, EP).
5 infand sites combined for 10 birds
through 10/2. 1 remained at
Conneaut 11712 (CH, RHr).

Black Tern— Nat so good. A total of 5
singles were found a L. Erie
8/20-10/15. Other than 17 at Caesar
Creek Lk. 86 (LG}, only 3 other
inland singles could be found.

Doves through Starlings

Mourning Dove-- The fifth clutch of
the year hatched at a Streetsboro
(Poit) site 10/1 (CH).

Black-billed Cuckoo- Young were
photographed at a Wyandot Co. nest
as 1ate as 9/5 (T8). Abirdin
Paulding Co. 10/2 was somewhat late

(DMD)
Yellow-billed Cuckoo- Max. 6+ at the

ONWR parking lot 8/25 (HHO). A very
late bird was found at Miamflown
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Dunkerion Rd. in Trumbull Co.-11/21
(DJH).

Puuge Martin— 1800 congregated at
S. Bass. Is. 8/21 (KA}. 1500 were at
Lorain 843 (TLP),

Tree Swallow-- 3 at the Newtown
Gravel Pits 11/19 were the latest
reported (N. Cade). Highs include:
4000 ONWRC 9/3; 1000 KPWA 0/7
{KA); & 900 L. Rockwel 10/11 {LR).

N. Rough-winged Swallow-- From 375
10 400 were at Farnsworth MP
(Luca/Wood) along the Maumee River
rapids 8/23 (MAn, ET).

Bank Swallow-- 2000 amassed at
Metzger 8/21. 1000 were at S. Bass
1s. ihe same day (both KA).

Clifl Swallow- 30 in n. Marion Co.
8/28 provided an exceptional count
{KA). About 6-10 other birds were
reported statewide.

Barn Swallow- S. Bass Is. attracied
500 birds 8/21 (KA). 300 feasted at
FRes 9/5 (BHa). 5 November singles
wefe noted, including the latest bird
at Newtoan 11416 (JD, CM et al.).

Blue Jay- Max, 144 Magee 9117
(HSH).

Am. Crow-- A roost inw. Lucas Co.
held 17,000 birds 11/5, which TK
reparts as 1he largest local roost
since 1956,

Black-capped Chickadee- 434 were
banded at Lksh 10/7-12/2, inclnding
68 birds on 11/19 alone (JP).
Migrants were also in evidence at
Gordon Pk. (Cuya) and in
Tuscarawas Co.

Tufted Tilmouse- 75 were banded at
Lksh 8/13-11/1 (JP).

Red-breasted Nuthatch-—- A good
movement, generally detected by
early September. 10-11 birds were
found at Hinckley MP (Medi) on 4
dates betwesn 9161117 (NKo).

White-breasted Nuthaich-- Lksh
banding nets captured 46 birds
9/23-11/24 (JP).

Brown Cree|
reported at

r-- From 15-25 were
GG 10111 (FMG, DAC).

The Ohio Cardinal
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One at Eldon Russell MP 811 was a
local (DB).

House Wren-- 50 at Magee 917 far
surpassed any other report (HSH).
EE)SP sheltered a laggard 11/12 (LR,

Winter Wren-- HBSP is a favored site
for this species, aftracting 31 birds
10/20 iKM). 22 were banded at Lksh
10/19 (JP).

Sedge Wren-- Up 1o 4 remained at
KPWA from the summer, being found
through 8/25 {JH, LG, RRo, KA). 4
aloeng Penniman Rd. (Trum) 8/9 were
also summer holdovers (DJH). A bird
in KM's Munson (Geau) yard 8/19
was found in the same bush as a N.
Parula. 4 other singles were reporied
9/11-10/21.

Marsh Wren-- Max. 9 ONWRC 8/6. A

notably late bird was at BuCr 11/26
DO). Columbus, Gordon Pk. and
GG all hosted definite migrants

91 7-10/7.

Golden-crowned Kinglet-- Widely
scattered highs were: 60+ Sciolo
Trail SP (Ross) 10/21 (RRo); 60 HBSP
10/20 (KM}; & 56 Magee 10115 (HSH).
1 at Hinckley MP 8/24 was very likely
a local (NKo).

Ruby-crowned Kinglet- Early singles
reached Rocky River MP (Cuya) 8/27
MR) and Caesar Creek Lk. 828 (D.
raham). 85 were at HBSP 10/21
(LR). November sighlings were
reporied from 8 counties.

Blue-graY Gnatcatcher-- Extremely
late singles were observed alo
Hancock Co. Rd. 89 on 11/21 {(W.
McClanahan) and banded at Lksh
11/26 {JP).

Veery- Max. 5 OkOp 9/9 (MAn) & 10
banded at Lksh 9/2 (JP).

Gray-cheeked Thrush-- Max. 9
banded at Lksh 9/23 (JP) & 6 found at
Nathan Hale Pk. 9/24 (RHr). A very
late bird ate dogwood berries with
Hermil Thrushes at Big Creek MP
10/25 (DB, T. Locher!.

Swainson's Thrush-- Daytime highs
include: 60 Navarre Marsh (Otta)
9/18 (TMR); 30 Rocky River MP 9/17
(RHr); 30 Nathan Hale Pk. 9/18 (RHr);
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The latest 2 birds were at HBSP
through 10/6 (LR et al.).

Chestnut-sided Warbier-- From 8-10
birds were at Columbus on 3 dates
betwesen 9/1-22 (RRo). A nolably lale
bird was at HBSP 10/18 (KM).

Magnolia Warbler- Highs inciude: 35
Columbus 9/4 and 22 there 9/25
Hgﬁ 16 Holmes Co. 917 (LEY); &
8 ONWRC 9/3. Abird at L, Isaac
10/29 was surprisingly late {TMR).

CaPe May Warbler-- Highs: 25

Kelley's Is. 9/9 (DC et al.); 20 Magee
92 (18); & 12 Tuscarwas Co. 9
(ESc).

Black-throated Blue Warbler- Max. 8
HBSP 10A1 (LR). A laggard was
banded at Lksh 11/6 (JP).

Yellow-rumped Warbier-- The Hiris’
survey al Mages t0A5 totalled 447
birds. 155 were in Paulding Co. 10/9
(DMD). 4 sites reported 100 birds
each 10/2-15. An eager arrival was

al HBSP 9/4 (KM).

Black-throated Green Warbler-- 25 at
HBSP 9/24 represents a very ?d
owmlg(M}. 13 were at Columbus
10/2 (RRo). One was banded at Lksh
on the late date of 10/28 {JP).

Blackburnian Warbler-- 3 arrived in
Holmes Co. by 819 (LEY). Max. 8
Euclid Beach SP (Cuya) 9/23 (FMG).

Yellow-throated Warbler—- A bird
remained at Winton Woods MP
(Hami} 10/1 (JS).

Pine Warbler— Found in 9 counties,
with at least 23 birds reported.
Defintte migrams wers present by
9/6. An adult male was at Gordon
Pk. 111 (JOH), while an even later
bird was at Lksh 11/25 (JP).

Kirtland's Waribler- See "The
Grapevine® section elsewhere in this
issue for details on this outstanding
record, found at 1he Dunakin's place
in Paulding Co. 9721 (DMD*, R.
Shinners).

Prairle Warbler-- 3 fall repons from
the northeast were more than

. 1 HBSP 9/11 (AF), an
imm. female al N. Chagrin MP
10/21-22 (KM et al.); & 1 banded at
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Lksh 10/29 (JP).

Palm Warbler-- Another sub-par
season, with highs of 12 in Cotumbus
S/14 & 10/2 (RRo) & 10 a1
Miami-Whitewater Forest MP 10/21
(FR). 2 early birds were in . Toledo
9/2 (MAn), while a late bird was at -
Camp Berry (Hanc) 11/14 (W.
McClanahan, fide BHa).

Bay-breasied Warbler- Highs: 18
Columbus 8/22 & 15 Tuscarawas Co.
9/30 (ESc).

Blackpoll Warbler—- Highs: 20
Kelley's Is. 9/9 (DC et al,); 15 Nathan
Hale Pk. 8/14 {RHr); & 13 Columbus
9/22 (RRo).

Cerulean Warbler- The regular Indian
Pt. MP {Lake) dawdier was still
esent 9/8 (JP). A female-piumaged
ird was at Waterville 9/25 (ET).

Black-and-white Warbler-- Max. 5
Columbus 8/ (ARo).

Am, Redstart- Highs: 45 Columbus
914 éRRo): 25 ONWRC 9/3; & 16
Sheidon Marsh SNP 9/2 (85). A late
bird was at HBSP 10/21 (LR, KM).

Prothonotary Warbler-- A bird at
:jlggt)ae 9/2 was presumably a migrant
u).

Worm-gating Warbiler- One al ONWR
10/14 was very unusuat (BFr, J.
Kohler).

Ovenbird-- Max. 5 banded at Lksh
10/1 (JP). One attended a Mahoning
Co. teeder 10/6-18 (DJH). Even later
was a bird at a tiny park in downtown
Cleveland through at least 11/14 (S.
Wright, AHr, e1 al.).

N. Waterthrush-- This species has a
penchant for early arrivals. This year,
1was at DGG by 8/8 (PL, T. Leiden).
Several lingering birds were also
noted, including 2 at Sheldon Marsh
SNP 10/14 (BFr, J. Kohler).

Louisiana Waterthrush-- A migrant
was at Columbus 7/30 (RRo).” A bird
at N. Chagrin MP 8/14 may have
been a resident (KM).

Keniucky Warbler-- Definite migrants
include an imm. in ST & JD's
Beavercreek (Gree) yard 9/5 and a
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(RHr) & 6 Columbus 11/12 (AR0).

n%S parrow- Highs: 196 Magee
10/15 (HSH); 135 Columbus 10/31
g_lﬂo) & 100 Euclid Beach SP 10/22

Lincoln's Sparrow- 15 were at
Miami-Whitewater Forest MP 10/7-8
(JS, P. Wharton). 4 at DGG 11/ was
a good number for the late date (PL).

Swarn rrow— Magee is often
good gr lﬁa pecles, as evidenced
y 44 there 11!19 (HSH) 20
I nts wore Inland at Columbus
(RRo).

Whlte-throated _Sparrcm- Up from last
autumn, including: 500 Erie Co. 10/2
EI)(:\) 401 M ee 1015 (HSH); 300

{umbus 1{ , and man s of
200 + there (RRo); 200 ONWRC 10A1;
& 81 banded at Lksh 9/30 (JP).

White-crowmed Sparrow— Max. 200
Gordon Pk, 10/10 (RHr, B. Mortison).
S counis of 20-25 birds were
received.,

Dark-eyed Junco— 2 at AF's
Chesterland (Geau) feeder 8/7 were
of imerest. 3 remained at Big Creek
MP (Geau) 8/24, where nesting had
occurred (DB). 51 were banded at
Lksh 11/24 (JP). A male "Oregon”
i(i\.l’r'\:c)o was at Marblehead (Otia) 11/27

Lapland Lo
counties 9/2
Co. 1111 (TK)

Snow Burmn?— Highs include: 250
Conneaut 11/12 (HHr, J. Heflich); 200
HBSP 11/5 {(A. & J. Fieldstad); &200
Burke Lakefont Alrpon 11.’24 &V
Fork

spur- Found in 8
+, lopped by 9 in Lucas

1 reached as far south as Roc
Lk. 10/29 (JS, JBa).

Babolink-- 45 migrants passed over
ONWRC volunteers 9/3,

Redwinged Blackbird- A flock ot
about 12,000 was in a Hancock Co.
cornfield 11/7 {BHa).

E. Meadowiark- Max. 48 Berlin 10/13
(RHe).

W, Meadowdark-- 1 was seen and

heard with the E. Meadowlarks at
Berlin 10/3-13 {RHe). 1 was still at
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Genoa (Otta) 10/8, where Lhe species
had summered (JP).

Yellow-headed Blackbird-- 2 imm.
females and 1 imm. male brightened
Springville Marsh SNP 10/23 (TB).

Rusty Biackbird- 60 birds at Mosqulto
{i; 9{25 provided the peak count

Common Grackle- Anderson
estimated 10,000 birds in the OkOp
10/8. While 2500 were found at
Columbus 9/21, all were gone the
next day (RRo).

Orchard Oriole—~ Max. 5 ONWRG 8/6.
N. Oriole-- Max. 290 ONWRC 8/6.

Purple Finch— As man%’m 7 per day
could be found in Paulding Co.
9/9-1018 {DMD).

House Finch— About 10-20% of the
House Finches at ET's Waterville
feeder sutlered from conjunctivitis this
season.

Red Crossbiil-- 1 was in the OkOp
11/4 (MAR).

White-winged Crossbill- A male
arrived at a Wilmington feeder 11/26,
remaining through 11/30 (LG, JD,
ST). Another male was found at the
McGraw feeder in Henry Co,
11/17-18, the same feeder that was
s00n 1o attract a Harris' S

during the winter season (fide AHTr).

Common Redpoll-- Began to arrive in
the lakefront counties as early as
11/5. Up to 17 birds were reported
from 4 northern sites by the end of
the period.

Pine Siskin- 66 were banded at Lksh
10/7-12/2 (JP). Centainly up from last
autumn, with sightings in 17 countles.

Am. Goldfinch— 200 were at KPWA
10/16 (JH).

Evening Grosbeak-- Reported from 13
counties, including the southern tier,
in November. Some highs include 40
at HBSP 11/26 (EB, RHn) & 25 at
Mohican SP (Ashl) 11/8-30 (JH). At
JF's Hocking Co. feeder, 9 birds
peared on 11/3. None were seen
again until 11727, but then numbers
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g?s yten Audubon Society). Those
ervers who received at least four
citations in the Autumn 1995 "The
Re " seclion are also included in
the fotlowing list of Contributors: J.
KIRK AL DER (KA); MATT
ANDERSON {MAn); MICHAEL J.
ARABIA (MAr); Wendell A rite

A); Hank Annstron% (HAY, CARCLE

BABYAK CcB Bacik (ER);
LYNN BARNHA/ (LB); H. THOMAS
BARTLETT (T8); Joe Bens (JBe);
DAN BEST (DB) for the Geauga
County Park District; NANCY
BHU AGE ﬁ%ﬂé GINA BUCKEY

) JEFF BUECKING (JBu);

WIGHT & ANN CHASAR gDAC):
DELORES COLE (DC); BO!
CONLON (BC), DAVID C. DISTER

DOUG MICK! DUNAKIN
s JON L. DUNN (JD), CURTIS

ELLWAY HEF)

IMER (CD}); RO E T
JOE EMERY (JEg
VIGTOR W. FAZIO, Ifl (VF); BO
FINKELSTEIN (BFi); ANDY FONDRK
F) JIM FRY JF 'BARBARA FRYE
Fr}, PEG GATCH (PG), LARRY
A lél.(:-IRABFIUGE D. GLICK BG),
ELINDA GREENLAND
FMG) SCOTT HACKETT {SH); Ray
Hannikman (BHr); BETTY
HARDESTY (BHa), ROBERT
HARLAN (RHr); BERT HENSEL
(BHe); JOHN HERMAN (JH), AARON
HERSHBERGER (AH); ROBERT
HERSHBERGER (RHe); HOWARD
W. HINTZ (HH), HANK & SALLY
HIRIS {HSH); AVID & JUDY

Chipping Sparrows.
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HOCHADEL (DJH); Jean & Dick

Hoffman (JOH):; CRAIG HOLT (CH);
NED KELLER {NKe): CAL KEPPLER
{CK); TOM KEMP (TK); NORMAN J.

KOTESOVEC, JR. (NKa); Norma
KraE(s {NKn; MARIAN & JEFF KRAUS
ANDREW LEEDS (AL); TOM
ePAGE (TLP); PAULA J. LOZANO
gLA CHAHL TTE MATHENA (CM);
Y MESZAROS (GM); KEVi
METCALF (KM); OHIO IVISION OF
WILDLIFE (ODOW); DOUG
QVERACKER g)og EDWIN C.
PIERCI‘E)gEPA SCOTT PLACIER
(BSP); LD PLANT (DP); JOHN
POGACNIK (RP ); FRANK R NFROW
EFHA RICHARD D.S. RICKARD ( \)
RAIG RIEKER H) TOM & MAR
ANNE ROMITO ; LARRY
ROSCHE (LR}, OBE ROYSE
(RRo); ED SCHLABACH éESc
LEROY SCHLABACH (L {
SHELLHAMMER PS); WE LIAM
SHIVELY (WS); EMILY SPRAGUE
ESp), BRUC S'TEHLINE[L?Sé Jay
n%e %gs SUE TACK| T}‘
ELLIOT ER (ET); K. ROG
TROUTMAN (RT); Sieve Wagner
(SWa); BILL WHAN (BW) CONNIE
WOLCOTT (CW); STANLEY E.
WULKOWICZ (SWu), LEROY E,
YODER (LEY); & MARIAN ZEHNDER
s)b) In addition, many other
servers are cited for 1 10 3 records
within the species accounts. My
thanks to all.

By Carole Jonson Babyak.
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Metzger Marsh Dike Completion

B’he following is the greater portion of a press release, issued by the Chio
ivision of Wildlife, on December 11, 1995. it is reprinted here to address
ODOW actions undertaken there during the past several monihs (Summer
and Autumn 1996), and to elucidate the CDOW's long-range plans for
Metzger Marsh WA ]

Dike construction at the Metzger Marsh Wildlife Area in easlern Lucas County
was completed recently, according to the Ohio Division of Wildlife. The hew
7,700-%eat dike represenis the first phase of a fong-lerm project 1o restore the
lakeshore marsh to provide habital for wetland wildlite and recreational
opportunities for the public.

“This Ior?-a.vailed wetlands resioration proa‘em will provide a wealth of
benefits for a wide variety of wildlife, as well as tremendous recreational
opﬁnunities for the public,” said Michael J. Budzik, chief of the Divigion of
Wildiife.

The project site includes the 558-acre Metzger Marsh Wildlife Area managed
by the Division of Wildiile, and the adjacent 350-acre unit of the Qtiawa
National Wildlite Refuge managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

High lake levels destroyed a beach and lakefront dike in the late 1950s,
exposing the marsh to the open waters of the lake and the subsequent
deterioration of vegetation.

The current project, which began last June [June 19095], inciudes restoring
and intensively managing the 908-acre open coaslal wetland. The unique
design of the new dike includes structures that will allow water, sediments,
nutrients, fish and other aquatic fife 10 move in and out between the marsh
and the laks. The marsh will be diked off completely only to restore
vegelation and at critical times to control the influx of spawning carp, which
destroys important vegetation,

"Reestablishing a healthy vegglative community is the whole key to the
project, because planis are the foundation 10 fish, birds, furbearers and other
wildiife in coastal wetlands,” said Budzik.

The second phase of the project will involve controlling water levels in the

marsh over the next two 1o three years to promote the growth of tation

and installing fishAwater passage structures in the dike. Once healthy

ml‘a‘taion is established, the fishiwater passage structures will be opened to
ake.

All other state and federal wetland restoration projects along the lakeshore to
date have involved totally diking wetiand areas to prevent damage 1o
vegetation from spawning carp and natural lake effects, such as high lake
levels and storm sunges.

The Metzger Marsh project also includes research studies to monitor .
2getative communilies and marsh use by fish, birds, inveriebrates and other
wildlife before, during and after restoration.

“Metzger Marsh is the first project in the state’s history of wetlands
management and research to restore and maintain a coastal marsh open to
the lake,” said Budzik, It is also the largest wetlands project to date
undertaken joimlmy the Division, the U.S. Fish and Wlldlife Service, Ducks
Unlimited and a long list of private conservation organizations and local
interests.”
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