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A Royal Tem at Lorain—- A New Species for Ohio
by Tom LePage

| arrived at the Lorain Marina International docks (Lorain Co.) about
mid-moming on July 8, 1095, hoping to find more shorebirds, as | had
seen o Willets on the adjacent landfill mudfiat on July 6. Few
shorebirds were to be found, but there were about 50 gulls and two
Casplan Terns. When | got abreast of the gulls and terns, i looked to
see if | could find a Franklin's Gull among them. | noticed a bird that
had biack on its head resting partly behind a Ring-billed Gull. It had its
head twned around with its bill against its back, so | could not see the
bill's ehape or color. | tried 10 see enough to determine whether it was a
Frankdin's or Bonaparte's gull; | easily ruled out Franklin's because the
mantie color was much (oo light for that species,.but i didn't feel that the
bird had the right shape for a Bonaparte's either. However, it still would
not raise its head.

| then continued on to the end of the pier and scoped the gulis on the
breakwall beyond the small boal channel. Not finding anything of
Interest, | retumed to ke another look at the odd “gull®. It was stili
resting as before. However, it soon turned is head forward, and | saw
its eharp orange bill and the short black crest at the back of its head. |
thought “This is a tern, but it's 100 small o be a Caspian.” | looked at
the two Caspian Terns that stood about 10 to 15 feet away. There was
no doubt that my bird was a different species, as the Caspian's stood
much taller and had much thicker bills. Also, the Caspian's bills were a
darker reddish orange, not plain orange. | then realized that it was a
Royal Tem.

| waikched the Royal Tern for several minutes, just to be sure | was
seeing it correctly. Now to alert other birders. A phone call to Lorain
birder Norma Kraps got no answer. | then called Rob Harlan, who said
that he would be there as soon as possible. Back to waiching the tern.
? was still settled on the mudfiat, but had become alert and was doing
some preaning. After about 20 minutes It suddenly looked up and
around, and then flew out over the impoundment wall and out of sight.
it did not return, so { had to tell Rob the sad detsils when he arrived.

However, this story had a happy postscript. Twelve days later, on July
20, | again found the Royal Tem on the mudflat. it was also around on
July 21, and many birders were able to view it on those two days.

Tom LePage

21585 Center Ridge Rd.
Rocky River, OH 44116
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Further Observations of Summering Black-throated
Green Warblers at Hinckiey MP
by Norman J. Kotesovec, Jr.

Two nests of the Black-throated Green Warbler (Dendmx:a)gnns) were
discovered at Hinckley Metopark (Medina Co.) in the Spring and
Summer of 1965; both were unsuccessful, with the i ently
abandoned, and the second falling due to predation. While nests are
often difficult to locate, the vocal performance of the male Black-throated
Green can be readily appreciated, and is usually the first indication that
the bird has returned to Its sumemer haunts. Various writers (Nice and
Nice p. 168; Pitelka p. 14, Morse 1980:148) have described two distinct
song gyggs. iven i(i’n tgm%rih contexts. ?y°2 ugongx:h ar: easil);
recogniz provide the birder an opportuni ace the traveis o
the male Black-throaled Green Warbler across his grounds. Morse
(1989:149) has pointed out that by listening to the bird’s choice of song,
one can predict ite actions. By way of this method, | was able to use the
male's singing as a guide to the location of the seapnd nest.

Songs of the Black-throated Green Warbler

Nice and Nice (p. 168) have described the Black-throated Green Warbler
songs as Type A and Type B, and Pitelka (p. 14) identified the Type A
song as “zm- zrrr- zu- zu- Zwee® and Type B as °“zee- zee- zee
zee- zu- zwee”. In effort to remain consistent with recent literature, Type
A shall henceforth be referred to as Unaccented Ending Song, and Type
B as Accented Endinﬂ Song, following the definition in Morse (1993:5).
Unaccented Ending (UE) Songs are given from exposed perches while
the bird remains stationary, and are z ically sung from tree tops as a
means of territorial defense (Morse 1967:68). Less often it is sung while
foraging (Morse 1967.67). ented Ending (AE) Songs are frequently
sung when near the female and when foraging (Morse 1967:69).

| attempted to differentiate song patierns, and note wherever possible,
the context in which each song type was sung. From April 21 through
June 24, 1995, | sm 50 hours In the field, and counted 5,277
given by a single k-throaled Green. 2,877 songs were AE ( J
and 2,400 songs were UE (45%). In comparison, on ‘ 3.6%, or 508
14,005 songs recorded in Massad\usens:z Nice and Nice (p. 170) were
?E. wm:e I'anichwgm. Pltteyl;a (p. 14) fo‘lrlh ’t‘t;wat AE'Sog% w:'s R\Ee most
equent of the song types sung. The rcentage Song
iven by the Black-throated GreenneVarble( obse‘:?/ed by the Nices may
dlmcﬂg related to this males lack of assistance at the nest (Nice and
Nice p. 170). Pitelka (p. 14) found that both sexes fed the young and
that the male sang AE before arriving at the nest with food.

For his part, the male Black-throated Green (BTG #1) that | watched was
very aftentive to his mate, closely following the female and singing softly
rendered AE Songs. Male BTG #1's greatest single periormance was
335 songs in one hour (9:42-10:42 a.m. on June 3), with 328 songs
(98%) being AE. in two hours on May 31, a total of 452 songs were
sung, of which only 166 (37%) were AE. On June 15, in 2.5 hours 612
SONgS were sung, a mere 20 g‘)g of which were AE, while 592 (96%)
were UE. Overall, 55% of BTG #1's vocal effort was AE. Morse
(1980:149) explains that AE Songs predominate following migration
when males and females establish pair bonds. Atter pairing, AE Songs
decline and UE Sormease. Later in the season, AE 8 again
replace UE Songs 1980:151). Accordingly, | found that from
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April 21 Ihfoﬂi May 25, 87% of all soan was AE 51549 of 1789 songs).
BEMay 21, SOn%began fo rise. From that date through June 16,
u was sung 72% of the time (1875 of 2598 songs). Finally, from
June 17 until BTG #1's rather premature departure sometime after June
24, 68% of all songs heard were AE (605 of 890 songs).

While the easdliest male arrived at the study site on April 21 and the
gsecond male sometime between April 24-28, territories remained loosely
defined as lale as May 5, with both males freely traveling from one
spruce stand to another. When territorial boundaries were finally
eslablished, male BTG #2 took up residence in Stand C and BTG #1
occupied Stand B (see description of the area in Kotesovec 1994a:79
and 1604b:117). A nawral boundary was created by West Drive, which
served 1o sepasate Stand C from Stands B and B2.

On June 3, BTG #2, singing from Stand C, sang 13 AE Songs beginni
at 10:10 am. At 10:12 he abruptly switched to UE, singglg 61 son%s 0
this type until 10:24. Upon BT '8 initiation of UE Song, male BTG
#1 moved from within the depths of Stand B and situated himself at the
branch of a Norway Spruce (Picea abies) that bordered the
e ) w%l(;n Quﬁ\ "gl‘th?li eﬂst Dri\m._t A:' this timeiitBTG 32 ":n
reposi ime rectly opposite his competitor and the
Wwo birds ~ountarsang UE Songs. B"G #2 grew silent at 10:24, and at
10228 BTG #1 retreated into haunts of Stand B, still singing UE
Songs. The “face-off* having ended, BTG #2 relinquished his stationary
E'oe\ and moved off, now slmin? AE Song. BTG #1 continued 10 sixg

E Sor&:; until 10:41 (a total of 157 songs), when he changed 1o
b ich was sung in the y of his mate. e above
e of “border surveillance® UE Songs was often repeated
twoughout the study.

Nesting of the Black-throated Green Warbler

Male BTG #1 and his mate nested twice in Stand B. From the outset,
the site selected for bt"he g:st 'nest seemeg a dis"a'id choice. Eehlggattu}
was a lowhanging branch of a Norway Spruce at a presum o
20 feet. The needles on the branch were somewhat sparse, and it was
separated from a lower limb by e?gtoximatdy 10 feet and from an u;:gat
tier of branches by an estimat feet. In between, limbs were either
broken off or completely denuded. There was no cover for the propased
nest, which eventually rested midway out on the branch. The nestin
tree itself was situated atop a clope overlooking a narrow band o
deciduous wood directly oppasite the road leading 1o the Hinckley Lake
boathouse. Construction was barely underway when the f e was
301'311 packing nesting material into the space created by the junction

a small branch and limb. 23 trips were made by the temale in two
hours on May 17, 33 trips in 2.5 hours on May 18, and 90 zrs in four
hoirs on May 19. llems used as nesting matenal included stripped
fibers of grape vine bark, spider webs and cocoons, blades of grass,
strands of hair, |eaf litter, wood chips, and short spruce twigs, the latter

ing used 1o girdle the nest's exterior wall. The nest was eted by
May 23-25. Although the female was found foraging in the deciduous
Yees a ide the spruce on these dates, she was not seen in the
peaximity of her nest.

in #hree hours on May 28, the female Black-throated Green spent a total
of 23.5 minutes at the nest, 3 ently incubating- although time spent
away from the nest was considerable. Her manner of departure seemed
o indicate that she had laid a clutch. She would slip from the nest,
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drop straight down and fly off when very nearly reaching the ground.
Between at 1101 am., a female -headed &)Wblrd

L visited the nest. She gave an excited chip, quivered her
wings and flew off, followed by her mate who had watched from the next
free. Although her initial h had been cautious, her descent was
quick. | think she already knew of the nests' existence, and was only
seeking evidence of egg-aying. | did not return again until May 29, and
absarvad no activity at the nest unti June 1, when the female
Black-throated Green was seen 0 gather spruce twi?s and fly off in a
direction away from the nest. | gave u&'my nest vigl and attempted ‘o
follow her, bul without success. On a later date | cimbed the tree and
found the nest . | cannot make any claim as to the nests' original
contents, or provide any definite ez_t&nauon for its abandonment;
however, the cowbird would seem a suitable scapegoat.

While the nest was under early construction, Male BTG #1 joined the
female at the nest 18 times from Ma“?-w. On May 17, he was clearly
seen bringing nesting materia), which he offered to his mate. This
action continued on May 18, and on May 19, the male was seen to
silently approach the nest site, and while flicking his wings, sat atop the
nest ahd appeared 10 try 10 shape it. He was displaced by the female,
and withdrew. Again at 1:14 p.m., the female was joined at the nest by
the male. The female departed, and the male climbed atop the nest,
wriggled about, and sang five AE Songs until 1:16. Nolan (p. 145)
observed seven male Prairie Warblers (D._discolor) enter the nest during
the course of construcion. Two males performed nest shaping motions
and one bird sang from atop the nest. Nolan (p. 144) atiributed such
“peeudofemale be?\avm tor” 0 unfulfilled sexual motivation. There appears
10 be no previous documentation of this action from a male
Black-throated Green Warbler (see Morse 1993:9).

Male BTG #1's close attention to the female while she egathered nesting
material in mid-May was almost always accompanied by AE Song.
Typiralz. the male lagged behind the female, watchinP and sinmA'rég from
two o three branches away. After the feilure of the first nest, Song
decreased. On June 16, a total of 321 songs were sung in 1.5 hours;
only eight (29) were AE. The eight AE Songs given were, nevertheless,
sung in the presence of the female. It was the first | had seen of the
famale since June 3. Given the presence of AE Song and increasad
movement by the male, | thought these clues might be a hint that the
female was off a new (second) nest. With careful scrutiny and an
answered prayer, the female might be followed to it. On June 20, | put
this to the test and relocated to that of Stand B where AE Song
was com sung. By June 21, | was able 1o follow the female to
within sev E: of nest. An examination of the tree tops
disclorad  her icile, approximately 50 feet high in a Sugasr Maple
and ay out on a branch. Although Stand B, with

many spruces, was an 75 feet upirail, the female chose o
build her nest in a fract of hardwoods, some 30 feet from Hinckley Lake.

| estimated that the ag'e of the nestlings did not exceed five days, based
on the female’s length of brooding and on the male's increase of AE
Son%' This increase indicated that the male displayed less interest in
territorial defense and an increased inclination 1o involve himself in nest
activity. In two hours of obsetvation, the female casried food 10 her
young five %imes and brooded a total of 14 minutes. Twice, for a total of
42 minutes, the female shaded the nesﬂlnas by standing atop the rim of
the nest and spreading her wings. BTG #1 made two trips to the nest
with food and sang 148 AE Songs in its vicinity. However, on June 22,
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a Blue Jay t&anmma.mmm defiled the nest, thrusting its beak inside

and pulln th such force that It uprooted its structure. A£ parently the
nd nothing- for It fiew away with an e ty bi Perhaps

a neslllno had npredg-ite base of the nest so tig y with its feet

the jay vas 0 remove its lifeless body.

With the destruction of her second nest, the female Black-throated
Grasn desertad the site. Despite the fact that BTG #2 gang 146
UE Sangs from Stand C, BTG #1 never responded with countersong,
but hstoad confined his wmdeﬂnos fo the wood sumounding his former
nesi. He repeatedly sang AE apa in an effort to contact his
mate. He was last seen on the study site on June 24. BTG #2 also
;"”m disappeared from Stand C, and was also not seen after this

Concluding remarks
Athaugh ¥ips were made to the study site through July 18, no
Bh:k tedGreen could be found there. Additional surveys

abgr a bridle path off Hinckley Hills Road from June
aMugust 20. A of 38 hours were divided between sites. As many
a8 seven singing male Black-throated Greens were lound along the
bridie path. h temitories were not mapped, each male was
consistently found at the same spot. Only two famalas were noted. On
ust 4, a female Black-throated Green was seen feeding a neasly
rown cowbird, yet it is quesﬁonable if the wardler was the foster
parent, as the cowbird also fed by an Acadian Flycaicher

u.rmnmﬂm). An immature Black-throated Gteen possibdy still
an is natal nds, was found in thewtm two immature
Magnolia Warblers (D). fusca) foraging along the path August 24.

While my elforts would geem 10 simply reinforce the defailed ﬁndmgs ot
others (regarding the context of song) one abservation may yet

be unique-- the aforementioned pseudofenﬂe behavior” of M
Black-thwvoated Green Warbler at the nest. If that be so, | count |t asa

gl
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Feathered Flames on the Cuyahoga River
by Dan Best and Andrew Fondrk

The Prothono Warbler, also appropriately known as the “Golden
Swamp Warbler®, is one of the most brilliantly colored Neotropical
songbrds found in North America. Descriptions of its radiant

yellov-arange plumage often Include references 1o flames or torches,
Hnnhdm.ﬂldr adﬂie“gtlves as “luminous® or "glowing".

The Warbler is a bird of forested swamps with standi
waler: most numerous in southern cypress Swamps an
bayous. However, its breeding range extends northward 10 the southem
Great Lakes states. Local populations, scattered throughout Ohio, occur
on the wooded masgins of reservoirs, lakes and ponds. They also occur
in oxbow ewampe and backwaters of large rivers and swampy
floodplains along elowtoving streiches of stream.

The Prothonotary Warbler is one of two cavity nesting warblers in North
America; Lucy's Warbler of the southwest being the only other.
Prothonotary ers nest in tree cavities created by woodpeckers or
decay—However, this bird is very adaptable and its affinity for artificial
cavities is well dacumented. References include amazing, and often
amusing accounts of nests In or on a variety of man-made structures,
remariably close 10 the cormmotions of human activity.

The Golden Birds of the Crooked River

The Cu! is one of Ohio’s major rivers In the Lake Erie drainage.
The name "Cuyahoga® is the Anglicized version of the name given by
Native Americans, traditionally meaning "Crooked River®. Much of the
fiver's upper section In Gean(?a County winds sluggishly through a
blr:d ey'tlleogsmdh Iaﬁ?l gmls',‘ ;tg. channel bovw'?tred e
and swamp for , eim, e, Swamp ;] '

and Conwron Buttonbush.

In 1947, nom(ml;tomo 'n%turdist Merit wSk.gI)gs stug:(ed the l{ppart
Cuyahoga'’s population of Prothonotary Warblers. ou
eeveral wooden nest boxes in 1948 and 1949, and vasagggce%usful in
attracting warblers to nest. Later, in the early-mid 1970's, Geauga Park
District’s first naturalist, Duane Femis, put out bluebird boxes on the
river and also had nesting Prothonotary ers.

Warblers in a Jar

n 1982, Geauga Park District naturalist Dan Best, encouraged by past
success in atiracting nesting Prothonotary Warblers, n krmmg out
nest boxes on the Upper Cuy. River in the vicinity ot Eldon Russell
Park In Troy Township, G a mtu Mounted on posts in or at the
edq_e of the river, Best's nest baxes, built to Skaggs' dimensions of 3
1/2° x 3 1/2° x 7 deep, were readily used by nesting Prothonotary
Warblers as well as Tree Swallows, Eastern Bluebirds and House
Wrens. As nest boxes were already providing plenty of nest sites for
these other birds in Eldon Russell Park, further experimentation was
undestaken 10 favor the warblers. By introducing plastic jars as nesting
cavities, the sﬂﬁlﬂy more confining quarters ehminated Tree Swallows
mm competitors; however, as noted below, the wrens would remain
a em.
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The plastic jars used were aclually converted fiber supplement
containers, mostly 23 oz. Metamuck jars, which are 3 1/2° in diameter
and 7° deep, a 1 1/4" entrance hole cut into them. Each jar was
mounted on the end of a 5 foot length of 1 1/2° diameter schedule 40
PVC . The jar and pipe were §|pray painted cammouflage with an
assoriment of earth-tone colas. The color scheme helped these
artificial nest "trees" blend more harmoniously into their surroundings,
making these structures, if not more atiractive to the warblers, at least
mt:’n;h ae'megcaly accepiable t0 managing agencies, property owners
and the 4

Prothonotary Warblers ﬂenet_allwefer 10 nest just a few feet above the
: " this habit, the nest jars attached to schedule
40 PVC were slipped over a 10 foot length of 1° diameler schedule 80
PVC pipe, which was pushed firmly into the river's muddy botiom. A set
screw allowed the lars 10 be r or lowered in response to waler level
changes, a definite advantageover low-level natural cavities, which are
subject 1o flooding in stream habitats. The set screw also provided the
means 10 lower the jars for monitoring from a canoe or boat. While a
siender post rising five or more feet straight out of the water has
proven daunting to many predators, care must be taken not to e the
nes! post oo ciose o overhanging branches, which cou ovide
proximit '"t)m hangllo‘ gqum?a's' i ln?;x:"::ms"*?&' ti mtigh
y o over ng branches is an consideration, tree
cover is sought for nest placement, as Prothonotary Wasblers prefer to
nest in the shade of large trees overhanging the water. Furthermore,
nests in unshaded jars are prone to egg and nestling monality due to
excessive heat.

Wrens

The disappaarance of s from Prothonotary Warbler duiches
compromised nest wccg in 1993 and 1994. These di ances
have been affributed 1o House Wrens, ressive X

habit of destroying or remaoving eggs and taking over nest cavities is wel
known. Wrens have nested in boxes and jars unused by Prothonotary
Warblers, in those vacated by bluebirds, swallows or warblers after
fledging their young, in addition to boxes or jars in which they were
successiul in evicting warblers. VWens didn't ys take over the nest
box or jar after removing eggs. When they did, tiey typically removed
al previos nesting before filing the jars with their
characteristic stick nests. Although warblers renested in many cases,
cluiches tended to be smalier.

1995 Nesting Season Results

In late Apiil, 12 nest jars were placed in tree-shaded areas along a
2-mile streich of the Cu"ah River, again in the vicinity of
Eldon Russell Park. o Prothonotary Warblers returned, as usual,
about the first of May. Upon their arrival, they began to establish
territories and e moss, the principle nesting material, in_potential
nest cavities. blers placed varying amounts of moss in all 12 jars.
With the amival of the females, were established and nests
m{;pmed in seven of the 12 jars by mid-May, for a 58% occupancy
rate.

Eog laying b in the latter part of May. A total of 42 eggs were

in eight clutches in seven nests (one jar housed a second
brood in  June/duly). Clutch size mang from 46 eggs.
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Females generally laid one egg per day and incubation after
laying the last eg Although cowbdirds are known to parasitize
Pr Warbler nests, there was no evidence ol such ths year or
in-any-previous year of this 'g‘lr%ecl Perhaps the 1 1/4° entrance holes
are an elfective deterrent. ermore, no eggs were lost to predators
or wrens during the 1995 nesting seasan. Ep%gegan hatching during
the first week of June. In all, 15 failed t0 h, for a disconcerting
(conslidering the lack of wren interference) haich rate of 64%.

The number of hat:hlinozs ,)er nest ranged from a low of 1 of 4 (259’;)' in
one nest to 6 of 6 (100%) in wo nests, while the remaining five clutches
had hatching rates of only 50-80%. Except for a f. head wound
inflicted on one nestling by an unknown assailant (wren?), no young
warblers were loet to predation. in addition to this casvally, another
tailed to fledge after tragically entangling ils foot in fishing line used in
the nest lining. Unless one is present when the event occurs, it is
difficull to accurately state how many birds successfully fledged.
Presumably, 25 of 27 young ﬂedgaed in mid-June for a potential fledging
rate of 92%, with an average of 3.2 ﬂedglln%s produced per nest. e
ggrega!e nesting period (from laylr%to ledging) ranged from 21 to
days, with an average of 28.5 days. 25 of 27 young were banded.

During this nesting seasan, the pair of warblers which were first to
a nest and lay eggs went on to have a second brood. While
two broods are common in the south, second nestings are apparently
rare in the north. The second nest already had three e?ags mid-June.
Although- this pairs’ r uctive success was particularly @of 8
ags resulting in fledglings), it was not for a lack of parental attention.
July 7, the pair was obeerved feeding two nesilings from the second
nesting e also providing food for the single ling from the first
nesting,

House Wrens eventually nested in the five #:s left unoccupied by the
m'?iadA gon';aiu-mopomolrol ne_st'y )argw “6:{)‘;1)&6 placed in th‘g
deep shade mrg;trwt nly Si as opposed
somi-6 thickets of mnunm young willow. Hopefully, further
experimentation with nest jar placement, in relation to the character of
vegetation, will reveal subtle differences in nest site
preferences, can be ized on in the future to ease nest
o i Pl Camoal S s b & or ek ot 5
a our 2-mile
area, the warblers have shown litle concem with human activity.

Conclusion

Prothonotary Warblers on the U Cuyahogs River have demonstrated
a deasr preference for art nest cavities over the natural cavities
which accur in abundance along the river. Why the warblers find the
artifidal structures more appealing has yet to be determined. However,
in s0 chuusing, the warblers have opted for durable nest cavities, which
have proven to provide better protection from weather, floods, predators,
tion from Tree Swallows and cowbird '?aasnsm. We have no
that we have increased the density of Prothonotaty Warblers on

this stretch of river.

The ﬁtabilily of Prothonolary Warblers %o artificial nest cavities,
comb| with thelr beauty and lack of shyness, makes them an
mhwin%o'dmole of “watchable wilkdlife®. Memorable encounters
with the ° en Swamp Warbler" and other wetland wildiife have a
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reat potential to foster ter a iation for wetlands as biologically
ach hgbthtsworlhyo yeeo ugnpr::d protection. As a real olqznov
bird, the Prothonotary Warbler also serves as a fine avian ambassador
for Neotmpml songbird conservation.

For more information, including an extensive list of literature references
regarding Prothonotary Warblers, contact:

Dan Best

130 Court St.
Chardon, OH 44024

Chesterland, OH 44026

Prothonotary Warbler at artificial nesting structure along the upper
Cu River (Geauga Co.).
Photo by Dai Best.

The Ohio Cardinal 120 Vol. {8 No. 4




Northern Parula Nest Buliding in Cuyahoga County
by Dwight ggasav

Last , | reported the first confirmed nesting of the Northem Parula in
Cuyma County ascmw g 120-122). i8 nest was found in_a
Norway Spruce the Plateau Picnic Area in the Brecksville
Reservation, Cleveland Metroparks. When the nest was found, we
estimated that feeding of the young had just begun (July 1& and

ted back 10 when the eggs were laid {(June 24-26). My last
swalement in the report was that “Luck &vors the prepared mind®,
meaning that we would be prepared for the Parulas’ return in 1995 and
would be better able t0 determine exact dates for nest building and
laying, facts that are not available for northern Ohio. They would not
retuming 10 the same nest, as sometimes they do (Harrison, p. 85), as
?rolh the nest and limb used last year were now gone from the nesting

0e.

Last year's first appearance of the Parula was on May 1. Thus, each
moming starting May 1, 1995, as available, | stopped by the Plateau on
my way to work fo listen for a slnginP Parula to mark his return. After 4
weeks, | had given hope, for | was given no indication that the
Parulas had arrived. L’attenboo turned to the Yellow-throaled Warbler
at the Bredeville river ford, just a short distance away, hoping that this
bird would lead me to his nest.

Al 7:50 am. on June 8, just as | was driving past the Plateau after my
brief period with the Yellow-throated Warbler, | was ﬁhed into redi%&y
one song, and then another, of a Northem Parula. He was back. t
e\'g‘elni_ng.' my wife Ann and | returned to the Plateau, and indeed he was
stll singing.

At about 11:00 am. on June 10, we visited the Plateau area to find the
male Parula singing and making his rounds of the ing lot, like last

. Our best sighting had him low in a bare branch with a green larve
m his beak, on the opposite side of the area from where he nested last
year. in short order he flew across the parking ‘ot to a stand of three
spruce tees, about 40 feet nosth of the old nest tree. | rushed to the
trees, looked around for a few minutes, and observed a female Parula.
He must have fed her a8 part of the pair bonding. Both were back!

That evening we returned again fo more thoroughly check out these
three trees. After a few minutes, | decided that only one tree had the
requisite hanging boughs for a Parula nest, and | would concentrate on
those limbs which 'gamed northeast over the ravine, as did the limb
used last yaar. Within minutes, | was rewasded with the appaarance of
the female Parula, on a northeast-pointing branch of the tree | had
picked. it was fussing among its ing hs. The bird left and
retumed four times 10 the same hanging boughs of the branch, just
2530 feet rom the ground. it had selected a location to nest and
seemed 10 have only begun, as no nesting material could be seen.

Nest building proceeded slomy over the next five days, as sometimes
occurs (Pemngill. p. 288&) The female Parula always retumed to the
same spot and seamed © be constructing the framework inside a few
hanging spruce boughs, but little could be seen. We could not see her
carrying nest material. Belween visits to the limb, she foraged in nearby
frees of perched for a short time. The male’s occasional singing during
this ime seemed less than enthusiastic, but was still to be heard.
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While Ann noticed nothir.tlg different about the nest on the morning of
June 14, at 7:30 am. on June 15, ! observed that a partial cup had been
formed in the same hanging boughs, and in fact, the female visited with
material at this time. She was using what ed 10 be "cotton" from
an Easterm Coftawond tree for the cup. tton production was at its
peak and deductions filled my head during the day. Litle change
occwred by evening although she was still working on the cup. After

away for four days, we visited the nest at 3:00-4:00 p.m. on June
19. e cotion was present at the cup and around the nest limb.

The moming of June 20 brought unbelievably bad news. The nest was
gonel That evening Ann and | retumned to the site and found the
constructed nest In the ravine just below the nest limb. it had

a depressing day.

Visite 10 the site at 7:30 am. on June 21 and 22 did not reveal any
Parula acﬂvl% However, | took lunch at the site at 12:10-22 p.m. on
June 22. e female had begun building a new nest on the same
btmw a foot from the old site, further in toward the trunk and
sus closer 1o the branch; in my opinion, a much better location.
She made five visits 1o the location in this time. From 4:25-37 p.m., the
female made seven visits to the new nest site. She was creating a
cotion ball In the hanging boughs, and from time to time, worked on
strelching it among the spruce boughs. She W oached the
nest from the top, but departed by dropping down t. The male
sang from the area, once from near the nest tree. Between 7:00-30
m.. she came to the nest twice. On June 23, she visited the nest

e ih 25 minutes starting at 7:20 am. From 12:05-20 p.m., she
visited the nest eight times, each time departing to one or the other of
wo m:dml) he trees. tinm&%h geest? o ile at the ne&t. sae
appear stretching the cotton fluff onto the spruce boughs.
though ts were that perhaps she was ering spider silk (Bent, p. 140‘
fram the cherry trees and was usingg:mb t?&p bond the cotton 1o the
boughs. On June 24, about 2:30 p.m., the female made two visits while
the male sang from near the ford.

The female did not visit the nest on June 25 from 11:30 a.m. fo 12:30
p.m. or from 6:50-8:00 p.m., but the male could be heard singing from
along the ford area. | wondered whether the nest construction was
compleled and if she was ready to ﬂ eggs. Passerines typically lay
one egg each morning unti! the cuich Is complete, entering the nest
between the start of wilight and sunrise, spending about an hour In the
nest (Pettingill, p. 2658& On June 26, :50-7:50 a.m. and on
June 27, between 6:50-8:40 a.m., | never saw any activity at the nest.
On June 28, | got to the nest at 5:50 am., while it was still fairly dark,
and observed the nest limb unti 7:35 a.m. At that time | finally realized
that no nest was in the boughsl A brief examination of the ravine just
balow the nest imb revealed another hall of fluff, n made up of
cotion and long rootlets. Another failure. | never found the female
again, but the male continued to sing from July 6-12.

After examining the materials used in the two failed nests, one
abservation was significant. The female was using cotton from the
cotivmwood tree precisely when fruiting was at its peak. Does this mean
that when usnea lichen ig not available, Parula nest building commences
whaen cottonwood cotion is avallable, and not before? This fits the data
from last year as to when nest building had to have occurred (mid- to
late-June). Is this the major substitute for usnea lichen in Ohio, and
does this necessitate that both spruce and cottonwood trees be available
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gl‘bnest buildgng? The (ceovmn'.t:ﬂned1 rmoc;a%ls and some ﬁnjeo ras565 86em
e standard material . p. 139-140; Chapman, p. . Sycamare
seed down has been used (gent. p. 140), but his, was )nol yet well
d ed locally. Parula nests found in spruce trees in West Virginia
consisted of fine grasses, hickory catkins, hair, fine rootlets and wool

(Chapman, p. 108).

| began the spring hoping to answer some questions left over from last
ear's nesti ang endea9 having more quasﬁgns unanswered. Why the
e arrival of the Parulas? Was she the nester from last year waiting for
the arrival of a late male, thus explaining my not hearing a singing
Parula eartier in the spring? |f she had gained experience last yeas, why
did two nesting atternpts fail this y Her fist nesting attempt this
m seamed nonchalant, yet the second seemed enthusiastic or critical.
e these real or false nests? False nests are typically made by males
ettingill, p. 268). Did a third real nest exist elsewhere, Refhaps near
e river ford? there a second female? Is there a chance for the
Yeliow-throated Warbler and Northern Parula o crossbreed here,
producing the supremely rare “Sutton's Warbler? So much to
discover—- next year.
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Bell's Vireo. Claridon Prairie (Marion Co.), June 25, 1995.
Photo by William Shively.
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A Preliminary Study of the Effects of Brown-headed Cowbird
Parasitism on the Reproductive Success of Blue-winged
Warbiers in Northeastem Ohio

by Ronald A. Canterbury, Norman J. Kotesovec, Jr, and
Barbara Catuzza

During the 1895 breeding season, populations of Blue-winged Warblers

in northeastern Ohio were monitored to analyze

in t selection and reproductive success. Eleven sites in

the Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area and Cleveland

Metraparks located in Cuyahoga and Summit Counties were surveyed

for the presence of Blue-winged Warblers from April 17 through ust

10, 1995. Two Cleveland suburban sites and wo sites in Medina
County were censused as wall.

Blu ed Warblers were found at 12 of the 15 sites censused. From
24t ial males per site were found at these 12 areas. The largest
number of birds was found at Horseshoe Pond, near Peninsula in the
CVNRA, in a farge tract of continuous old field. Blue-winged Warblers
a:ﬁi_m many successional stages of habitat. Thirty-one males were
found in early-, 38 in mid-, and 23 in late-successiona old fields. The
highest densities of Blue-w;med Warblers were found in unfragmented
continuous tracts of old fields. Biue-winged Warblers tended to avoid
areas of extensive urbanization such as single, isolated old fields
surrounded by suburban developments.

During the study, six adut male, seven adult female, and 23
hatching-year Blue-winged Warblars were banded. All territorial males
were captured in nets using the song- k technique.
Seventesn males reacted aggressively toward Type | song of
Goldan-winged Wasbler (V. chiysoptera) rather than toward their own
conspecific %n@ale *Brewster's® Warbler

aong Station in Brecksville, also responded strongly towa
deesold Warbler, but moved away
Type | song of the Blue-winged Warbler (compare Canterbury, 1994).

No evidence of nest depredation was found during the 1895 breeding
caason, however, the nesting succass of Bluewinged Warblers
peared 10 be reduced greatly by Brown-headed Cowbird
ga) parasitism. Eight of 12 nests (67%) were parasitized, fom which
us-winged Warblers successfully Nedged seven cowbirds and 15 of
their own young. This may have feduced the fledging success of these
Bluewinged Warblers gr as_much as 22 young warblers (assuming
maximum clutch for Bluewinged Warblers of five , and that
Warbler eggs were punctured or evicted by female
C Thres nests contained evidence of g@g puncture. Young
Blue-winged Warblers in parasitized nests fled 1-3 days later than
nomal days 11-13 instead of 9-10). These hindings contrast shargly
with southemn West Virginia, where nest predation is frequent, but
cowbird parasitism is low. in 10 dyears of study, only one Biue-winged
Warbler nest in 112 was found to contain a single cowbikd egg
(Canterdury, in review).

These preliminary results suggest that Brown-headed Cowbird brood
glarasmstn is a significant tacor affecting the demography of

ue-winged Warblers in northeastern Ohio. Additional data are needed,
however, 10 assess population trends.
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Blue-winged Warbler. Oak Hill, CYNRA (Summit Co.), June 14, 1995.
Photo by Norman J. Kotesovec, Jr.
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Summer 1995 Overview
by Robert Harlan

Undike any other season, the summer season offers us a unlqu;glimpse into
the private lives of our nesting birds. QGiven a

dose ol patlence, any observer Irteresti ilndlngs
mwsmna&?lmma:M(al?Wre i

The nesting studies inchuded in this Issue should serve o Illustrate just how
Mlunmuumwmswuw For species maintaining
a enuous nesiing presance in Ohio, these difficuliles become even more
magnified. This nothnymatdlmvghalspeclesamlndecnm on the
contrary, many seem to be on the increase on a statewide scale. Our
&mmm of these populdions can only benelit from additional studies of

But the summer momhs are not Many specias (notably
shoreblrds) aro alread haadad sw (free to
nda? The Marsh WA Juy 16+ and the
Royal unatl.oraln.ldyh“a?auosﬂ ecocd)ambmthedponhe
iceberg, indicating may awail the observer willing to brave an
summer.

The "Reports” section Is intended to be read in phytogenetic order. The
katymmmmwlsmwmmemtheﬂmume
each site receives mention. County names are often abbreviated by using
their first {owr letters— “Fran® reprmlr?“sﬁanﬂn County, bt instance.
Other place name abbreviations found lssue are: igland

Witdiile Area, Marion Co BuCr (Buck Creek State Park, a.k. a Brown

Reservoir, Clark Co)); CVNRA SCuyarnga Valley National Recreation Area

CuyahogaISunml os); Summer Bird Counl
ands Baach State

Summit C '&l ; HBSP (Head

&‘L“w“"‘.m%." i Sl D L T T
0 ake Co.); rs

”g'q:' )wMCMWA gdallard Chb WA, Lucas Co.);

F (Miami—Whitewater—Forest
0k0p Opa\ MP and vicinky, tly L
Co.); ONWR (am Ntonal W ﬁe't':?g'e OntawaA ucas Cos), ONWHG
glmv WA nt, Onawal ucas c&s) as compiled by Ed Pierce), & SVWA

Wz

Royal Tem. Lorain (Lorain Co.), July 21, 1995.
Photo by Larry Rosche.
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REPORTS- SUMMER 1996
by Robert Harlan

Loons through Ibis
Common Loon- Non-breeding

mabl
birds at lhoF

andlon
ak.a CJ. Brwmms hereafter
M(DO}a
al Paulding
(Pml)ar‘l (DMD) &a

ME i,

T v odd ( Hw]éuo’

Pied-billed Grebe- Confirmed resters
\nchude: an adult omanestat
wmmmsmahgam Om)

6/17 RHe, EPLanadulwnh m
D
I.Mu::o (rmmnnz(

MNF] (Ham:‘ 713 Ml aduits and

(Omlluca) ms
at Grand R!ver WA
ma (CH). and &t least

Killdeer Plaim WA

e i, S

BIB &1onlha
Glh.f M

Sumnmer Bird Count [mmabr
GAEBC] (Summ) in mid~June (fide

Am. White Pelican- 2 very
By e oo i 10
Aother |

%aas Basslsa)m(ona)( )

127

1 at Hudson's Mud Lake ionhe
GASEC in mid-June (LR); an
unspecified number at Menior's

's Park (ule) 6/16-7/30 (JP),
1-2 8 A {hereafter
SVWA] ( reelwm)sl 7-7/9 (D.
Graham, LG & a peak of 5 at MWF
on 713 (P

Great Biue Heron- An estimated
1400 nested at West Sister
NWR, corttinuing a decline
there BSBO) Babyak counted 427
nests in 112 trees In Lordsiomn

rum) 6/10. A few romained
1 nests in the Cuya alley
National Recreation Area

cVi HA
N ](CuyNSumm) 7&19(0;3)135
birds 7I15 (KA)

to 1:3 BIWA 6/{0-719 (AG, KA
.9 Qlimore Ponds (Butt) 7/11
; & 9 at the Duck Wetlands
alongUL0 In Lorain Co. 6/14 (N.
Kmps) On the increase at West
Sister Island NWR, where an
estimated 1120 pairs nested (BSBO).

Srowy E al me
Scioto nearChl icol long
6/11-12was very unusual (J
Ano"or was intand near

Medusa Mamh (Er%e m'l?bws '

wnhObe
thhowm H, RHr,EP).
g mu"m"'om
after uca
wog DE:B 7124 (RJ). avln(ereat )
Mf:gee 6/18 HSH) and 1 remained
(BC) Preamably.mese
lakefront birds

estimated 10 nest|
Sister tstand NWR ( ).

Little Blue Heron- 1 was at KPWA in
July (tde JH).

CattI%Egm- Inland si
Bury SP (
and at KPWA 7/15 (KA).

Green Heron— The GASBC talied 44
birds in mid-June (fide CT).

Black-crowned Night-Heron- On the
decline at West Sister island NWR,
where an estimated 560 pairs nested
(BSBO). A1 Greenlawn (Fran),
an adutt was seen 6/12 and uptoa
birds Inciuding a jJuven

l—

weare at
714 (LB)
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plmn7l1 Nodtect Wood Duck- Highs include 77 at
mslilg) there, Mages 7/16 (HSH) & 50 at Medusa

mﬂaver 1mbmdomhe Marsh 6/25 (CH). Memalehadhet
GASEC in mid-June (ideCT). 5 *hands® full with 14
esdarswere at KPWA 7/15 Qreenlawn Dam 6!3 AG)
and 5 more were at Eastiake
) 7/21 (KM). Green-wi Teal- Potential nesters
nclude:. 1 BIWA 69 &26(JH. KA), 3
Y ethow-cravned -Heron- 2 g the Ottavwo ['Ngbf%f ONWRC
fledged at Greenlavn Dam Count ea
gg?Ashglewma‘ (Otwma)sham4ﬂmon7 y 7
" Res. (Dela) 6/14 a Masard Club Marsh WA ler
(KA). mMWA] (Luca) 8I17 (EP, RHr); 3
at Medusa Marsh
Gloasy ibis- An ml was a Pickerel 6I25+J)CI-2 & 3-5 at KPWA 6/19-7/11
Omek WA (Sand) remaindyg from in Pam Co. 6/13
the spring (DMngs raeders
Wonf'o\vl

Am. Black Duck-~ Max. 12 ONWRC
Mute Swan- Nested successfully at /4. 1 was a Fosloria Res. (Hanc)

Modegﬂn:z(CH )VFL)ng!at 6/13 (BH).

- oy Mallard- Max. 824 ONWRC 6/4.
Snow Gaose- KA reported a
bhngme bird at Asherton Pond In  N. Pinmil- An adult male was at

(Fran) 7/1831. KPWA 7/1 (TB).
Canada Goose- Max. 1686 Mages Teal- A nest was fourd
716 (HSH). a MWF ). Potential nesters
-44-&‘0999 6/18 (HSH); 23

Am. White Peticans. Willougtd Co.), June 9, 1995.
Photoby Lanyy ‘mcm y
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ONWRC 6/4, 5 MCMWA &/17 (EP,

RHI); 57 BIWA 6/0-7/19 (JH, KA); 2
uﬂd DMD)( Medusa

nWme(&h
were presumably

N. Shoveler— 1 MCMWA 6/2 (JP); 4
KPWA7/10 (KA).

Gaiwall- 2 ONWRC 6/4; 1-2
MCMWA 8/2-17 (JP, RHr, EP).

Am. Wigeon— More plentiful than

wm 6/4; a oonbge‘g(mwr at

Castalla hmugh at loat
6/17 (VF RHr, EP). a male at Shaker
;P Munson); a
mabal A 6/17 (JH); and 1 on
the GASBC in mid-June (fde CT).

anmmlcaﬂDucl:-Aieaomorathan2

2-6blrds

up- More nondreadars: a
g‘i at Shalersville 6/11-7/31 (LR,

6/17

ﬁ,g..mm

Noaded o Conikmed

T

gl.ﬁod at Mapa 7/128
w3 mnm

nthen.C
owntial nesters Include: a
llBluecreekwmnd_mar

&1 on the GASBC In
15¢KP¥VA)7E5

Vultures through Ralls

Ile

Since young
a nest a Grand Lake-X.
's (Aua In 1913, several
unsuccess ful nesting attempts have
occurred In Ohio. , @ no
cmcluslve nes ting detalls were ever
ﬁlr resided along the

ver near C lile
glte) h at bast 1928, 19@ and 1930

nd t
m:;bw hmmh
Dmmm of the Breedng Birds of

Ohio Blalogical Survey Bull.
32, 1%5 . 146; "Bird-Lore® 4

39(4 319 1937] Non-breeding
his season were at Mosquito
Lk 6/12 (lg% at Barberion (Summ)

axe
'§5
:;'Eg
§

& at Fostoria Res. #4

129

Baid Eagle— An unbanded 1st-year
bird was found dead In the waters of

. 6/25 L. Erle oft Bay VIl Cuya) 7/1
The Cleveiand Pian Doaer”

).
her unbanded 1st-year bird was
found Injured at Blue Ash (Hamli) 6/2.
Rehabilitation efforts b, x
(fide M(g).

Inc., were unsuccessii

‘Acnlm;nagmn ah:mclsandm

u mm.
“talleéx) he ONWRC of 7.

N. Harrier—- Ase numbers increasing?
LR cltes able nestings at W.
(Pom. the Ravenna

Anoml and in Hir Eg l\m E ). JP
1Wp. (Lda) els-ll lc' n
A 6/1 (AG). and a femalewls
were found there 7/1 (TB).
gﬁm as tollom HBSP 6/17
lmie at BuCr 611 2(900).
Co.sites 7/18 &
n (Lora) 7/23 (LFLIkJ
6112 75 (KM DJH); a femaile at

MGMWA 8/17 (RHI, EP): & 1 Ma
rppechy ( ) gee
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Sharp-shin,ed Hawk - Reported from
oA:mGaau.Ham.Pon & Summ

Red-shouldered Hawk - TK noted 3
nesting pairs in the Oak Openings
Q&decaco.
ne Faicon- 2 sltes In
) had nesta: the

(Cuya
Terminal Tower pair raised 2 young,
ttwnggmst oducedan

mw AB) Anodmlmloat
mM)athNPmOwasa

ﬂM—Acallngbudmwm
WA through 6/17

(Rir, EP).
Rail-- Contlrmed nest an

A
at
m

WoLk slesInJme DJH); an
ledmlrberat Puéh)

S BWA 820 6920\) &MPL

Marsh SNP 6/21 (TB).

Sora- Repons Include: 2 ito
Lk. 611 Hg1 Quilford Lk. S
(Colu; (NB); & 1 SVWA 6/24 (NKe

CommonMutnn—Anadmwm
© 9 Imm. were found at SVWA
6'24-70 éNKe LQ). Anadtltwn w.

hem WA
m . ngoy msm wure
Winous Point

Ln’r‘.gumacanm
MWF, Soringville Marsh SNP, Magee,
AT e
Am.tcw- 1 a(tl-%l)ﬂ%kSP 7/8 was
Moe m ;5 found a
nesting pair at fle Marsh

Shorebirds through Terns

Am. Golden-Plover— About 12 birds
no!si flew over the Maumee River
aterville (Luca) 7/24 (ET). An
adun was at Marsh WA
(hereafter Metzger] (Luca) 7/30 (CH).

Snowy Plover—- A breed
adul was discoverad at ger /N5
(,C Hammmmgnam
118 TLP). This bird represents

. Ohlo’s fourth record, all since

6/1383.

Sem Plover- 6
e
were at Magee 7/16 (HS!

Kibdeer—- Max. 205 Magee 7/16
(HSH).

Am. Avocet- This amactlve shord:lm

was noted as follows:
7/16-18 (KA, BC); 1 Lomh TlaaeF
TP, LR Mhathua?m(BF L);
&1BuCr7r30( ).

QGreater Y AS migrant
o B
16 Metzger 7/30 (CH).

Lesser Y 2 at KPWA 6/19
KA) &1 m Marsh 6/25 were
most likely tall retumees (CH).

Highs: 187 7/16 (HSH); 115

Metzger 7/30 ; & 85 KPWA 7/10
(KA).

— 10 each were at
MWF 7/13 % and In a Tuscarawas
Co. marsh (ES).
Willet- A sl was at Lorain 6/16
P 'my 7/6-24 }T’?.': CH, PL).
Anoiher flew by Crane Creek SP
(Luca) 7/28

?glled Sardpiper-- Max. 39 ONWRC

SNP. at ,ONWR,  Upland Sandpi
BIWA, & Medusa Marsh. mﬂmml
mowmamugu and 4
Sandhill Crane- A pair raised twins at  at the Mansfiald Airpoct (Ric
Gibuck WA %aynﬂolm) The WH).
wasabo nobepmsomat wm\bml-iwasatComeam Asiit
site. Apa‘al Kngu 7/9 (CH). (pal®
ralsed 1 young ns
% ( Marbied Godwit- A Bam Swallow
chased a calling godw¥ over a MK.
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tyepiblim o
7H2 (JP).

"l})nauvmx.?cm

Rad Knot- 1-2were at Loraln 7/23-01
(LR, TLP).

Sanderling- 25 aduks stopped on
mmyMatCmmau 7/26

SUld;ipet1at

m The t75 there Mid

7I23 pwtbo the count by tar

- Metzger hosted
zum 7ns($& 1 bvu%o(cu).
Least Sand - June 25
mﬁ iorutrt:ﬁaw;s -
) am?::‘?'"'"’#:“ " Hem
and 28 were at KPW. (Kﬁl

Sandplper- 1 was at

Whit ¢
6/2 (JP).

Medusa

Bairnd's - KPWA hosted a
bird 7/25 (
Pecioral Sand ports
inchude: 40 A 7/25 (KA), 14 &t a

Tuscamas Co. marsh 7/22 (ES), & 6
a a Berlin (Ham) pond 7/31 (RHe).

TNONWRC ot 6/4 taiked 16
northbound migrants

- Inkand re|

PWATEL zs' M;handg i ™

Metzger 7!

Shon-billed Dowlicher-- Cr.
shorebird

Wassmnblledaalnetzga
7/23 and 64 at two Asheabula Co.
slies 7/26. 24 were inkand at KPWA
7125 (KA).

- AN adult was
w out from the the
Dbllled Davitchars at ger
7/23-30 (CH, TK).

Common Snipe~ 2 were at BIWA 7/8
(AQ).

Wiison's Phalarope- A female was

The Ohio Cardinal
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buvrv? with the 621 Am. White Pelicans

In Willoughby 6/7, an

interesting western flavor (J. & D.

:oﬁlu)lan) 1was & Mdzgat 7123 (ED
a

Gull- An aduit was located
a Lorain 6/27 (TLP).

Little GQull- A 1st-summer bird was an
ucz:))ml find at Lorain 7/23 (LR,
m. obs.).

's Quil- A

this
species doas not nest In
mmwnwwn«eby

162

wem at Inclua the Turtla
m’ 78 () 220

600 were

meuﬂl"e(CH)3 5mhhndat
KPWA 7/8 (AQG).

Ring-billed Gui- HBSP harbored
600+ birds by 7/31 (KM).

:? GQuil- An estimated 700 pairs
on W. smer island this

QGreal Black-backed Quii- Conneaut

spa:(af y atgg:t b?mtfc'r'f)'
were there

ma‘ S. Bass Islandthe same my

Caspian Tem- The Loraln flock
peal auibimsln.lu (TLP). 6
were at Magee 6/18 (HSH).

mu:mmwlamamm
psovided OChio's #irst record (TLP* lt
eammbeutuagammln

Hr*, m. obs. F. Johnson
gmdlagﬂnm
Common Tem- 50 on the ONWRC
6/4 were presumably locals. 66 were
d 7116 (HSH). 2 were inland

Res. on the unusual date
olsm (DMD).

Forster's Tem- Erle and Ottava Cos
combined for 60 birds 7/23 (CHL Up
bzlmaLorathutyg}c)

gnd)mw inland bird was at r7/29

BlackTem-Al 1 Pau uhg
uo} 1 KPWA 6/21 (JH);
4 711 (BH); 1
CIeekManhma(Bc &1 Metzger
7/23 (CH).
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Cuckoos through Shrikes

mmc«mmubm
up In many areas. JP found this

bovaty mlmmowp

Bam Owl- 2 young were produced at
a Richland Co. nest (JH )P'

Owi- Found at 2 slites In

Co., a bird
m; 6/6-715, a mm
a distraction display

310«3).
N. Savwwhat Owi- How secretive is

7/16. Both were
\aken to the Lake Co. Metroparks
Rahabékation Center for care (ide

JP).
cnuamursm-mmgrgum
along the Tuscarawas/Humes Co.
Immnlmdltmugh?ﬂO(ES) 4In
m&umybeenmtt&gu
for some years (Rde JH).

-wi- The ) rllod?
Mamma { tiy a
migram (JP). W"W
Sugarcresk (Tusc) 6/4 (

WW "adéoh
wereat 8- Trombull
altuh.lum(DJH) 15 were found
zu;ny;ou Hancock Co. 7111 (BH et
Obéve-gided F
niawnwasmla( ).

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher- 8 m
remained at 4 sites through

Aldor Flycaicher— The following

ng

ranis

The Ohio Cardinal

132

countles reponed 1-6 birds 6/10-7/29:
Clar, Lake, Luca, Paul, Pon, Sene,
Summ, Trum & Wyan Apparemly
becoming easier to find.

Least tcher- Poential nesters
were noted In: Geau, Lale, Luca,
Port, Sens, Summ, Trum &Wyan
bird ar:h lsmclgx‘?) 7I19wasm
wpa y am as none

been found there earlier in the smason
(;!Hr) A nwmwas banded at Lksh

Hancock Co. 7/256

Kkety migrarss (BH et al.).

E. Phoabe- Falil mlgram are
sometimes found in 1ats.
Bass Island 7/13 may (SW)

E. Kingbird- Max. 50 Magee 7/16
e

Tree Swallow- From 300 to 1000

tzngred at KPWA 7/8-21 (AB
545 were repartad on the
of 7.

Bank Swallov— Conneaut and Walnut
Beach in Ashtabula Co. held 350

wnl CH). 120 were at
A 7110 (KA).

Cliff Swalow— 75 were noted at W.
anchﬂes 6!27(LR)

msrﬁ(ralu (’I¥A) 2 mgc‘ke\dmams

wealarmslle(EPel

gn%nites jun?e a L

Am. Crow- Non-breeders visited S.
Bams Is. 7/8-23 (SW).

Gack-ca X
mcm hyb wed
ideniified at Spr IeMarshSNP
621, and 2 were

Red-breasted Nuthatch—- A slnglewns
at OkOp MP 6/17 (TK).

Brown Creeper— Noted at 5
northeastem sites, including 2
successful nests at Mosq

(DJH).
Winter Wren~ Singing males,

a8 foliows: 1 N. cmmnthn

Vol. 18 No. 4



f

period (m);t;‘:e

Stebbins Guich ( Gea,z)

o) sa
eARE st gl ¢
ronbreaders (LR et a.).

Sexige Wren- A productive saason
AmltwasloaledatMosqnﬂoLk
6/2, where u b5bmsms:"3ng
6/23-7/23 (DJH, NB). 3 males
mnwun dKPWAm (TB).
Upto m

[(£)] BC.JH
et

el orh =t

a Magee 8/5 (BC).

Marsh Wren- 3 aduls were at MWF
7113, andanmwasiomonas
(PW) Probable nes
repoftad from: BIWA Geau KPWA,
Laks, Luca, Ona, Pon Sene, Summ.
ASVWA H ‘nclude 26 on the
me(ﬁdeCT)anMo
omheONWRC

{DB); 1

:

il
Egtgi

(RHr DAC

m’wm 7/8 (JP). Also in Lake Co.,
lwpsrer)my neuedatChwh

/ nd
wemaoen( “98 m
lwaaHI
«3{‘&7% ). and i spec
“%Psles(mo 171 72‘;\?13.:3
sprucas
[exes] neated (TK).
awned K - A8l
lugx; uulu:::ﬂ: "9"‘35

C. Johnston).
8at

Woods MP
T
e (TLP).

a good local

a ydmbd 3 spring
W': were bhandsd at Lakeshore
ln'g;eauet Liksh} (Lalm) through

Osprey nest. Rayland (Jefierson Co.), August 7, 1995.
mpEDN.

Photo b

y Bruce S§
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Swakson's Thrush-. Spr ?ar!u
aasneslmxg

Herm& Thrush- Mohican SP (Ashi) is

an excellent ske for this rare nesting

species. 4 singing males, plus an

adult ) & mFmd
24winin Co. 7822 (LG,
. Hel’'s Hollow MP [hereafier

attracted a singing bird
610 - 1

Vireos through Warblers

Pia S E. L. itwas
apparertly found a week
by D. Johnson (fde WS).

Vireo- A concenuation
T e e e

MP (Summ) 7116(RH? Prnau a8
Las Co. t
e o i ooy

Philadeiphta Vireo— A 1ate migrant
was banded at Lksh 6/3 (JP).

“Brawster's® Warbler- The Station

134

Port, Summ & Wyan.

nolia Warbler— At least 4 males

J females were presant at
Hinckdsy MP this season (NKo, RHr).
1alHaghoePaudhme e
CVNRA 68 was unexpected (NKo,
RC). Ao found at Hogback
HHMP in Lake Co. (JP).

Black-Uvoated Blue Warbier- One of
the rarest of all Ohlo sumvnerning
warblers, a singing male was In
smmm habitat at

Guich 6/e4 , EP et &l.).

aliov-nampad Warbler— A
)’umm at Lich 6/3 Jp‘”'bo.e

at wususlwes as me'
a HBSP 6/19, and remal nglmo
July (KM, m. abs.).

A singing male was In potential
nestl as Guich
6/24 » NKoet al.).

Pine Warbler-- At Mokden Arboretum,
al least 2 si@!'kug males were presen
hrough 7/7- 2 imm.
were

~J

were banded 7/4 & 715 (JP). Also
wmﬂﬂMPaMLSﬁﬂaﬂ.
dyonholrmelntm

Praitie Warbler— A pair remained at
Oak Hill Day Use Area in the s.

CVNRA 8r24 DAC, NKo). A singing
sveMMHJ inthe n.
CVNRA was at an unepecad

Vol. 18 No. 4
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mw:mmn—smgg Irs
were discovered at Twin La &ae)’
In tate June (KA) and along the

Scenic River (TB), both urexpacted
sites.

Kentucky Warbler— In the nostheast, 2
males asnrered at Hinckisy MP,
where traditional (m. cbs.). A male at

Uittle Mountaln 6/24 is also- 1)
beamhtmmm.mrz
Connacicit Warbler- Singlo fomalas
mwwasmwbm
8NP 613 (VF) and G/7 (TB).
Mou Warbler—- 8

6/16. A S| male in
e oot pr remiones (110, &)
ha . Amale
was In residence near Bolanz Rd. In

was the s. CVNRA for
mid-June

the GASBC in
(. &S. Cull). Atowal ot3
P were banded at Lksh 7/28 & 30

Common Yellowttwoat—- Max. 88
Mages 7/16 (HSH).

Wilson's Warbler— 3 migrants
remained 6/1-4.

Canada Warbler—- S| m ion
mmnam%’gs??sm

w'l 6/8. 6 males sang from

ns Guich 6/24 (RHr, EP et al.).
was also possble at Mohican

SP ( JH&#)&S Laks Co.

metromRie
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Swamp S The 139 reported
muem-mmmm

CIy "2 were & Gilond L. 8 613
)

WMWA&M
migrant was banded m
w:m%)&'ram.ﬁm
mmmghmdinmnh

£

Ohio Cardinal
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ﬁ? The same can be said for a

found on the Middlefield (Geau

&WIRBNSWGM(R et al.).

A bird at HBSP for much of July was

Q:INL more enigmatic (E. Back,
n, LA).

White-crosred Si t

Lksh 8[1.;10 (JP))WG’Z:
Baclk, RHn) were

E ' very

Dark-eyed Junco- An extr late
migrant was banded at
Mareh SNP &/7 (TB). urconvnan
in the nostheasi, probable nesters
inchde: 1015 pakr at HHMP, plus 4
untrqp:r“l:ai’) sasueng?ueucn
mcamﬂuwumsmmxo.
DAC et al.); several pair at N. Chagrin
MP R M.b\}IMZywms?m

] lm 'U‘Q 0
gg‘waegcm#

ust (DB); a femals on eggs in an

- nslélatetd:andmd)
ona ats. hagmwscuya)
6/13-22 IO?*W:. Aslngin&m at
Brecksv| 6/24 was a for

that area (DAC, RHr, NKo).

Babobnk— Thamgpson )
square mgw this
season (TB).

" E. Moadpwtarh- 45+ males

Inhabited
Twp. square mile (TB).
W. Meadomark- The widely viewed

ramainad along
mm,mm
: the poesb :(u.h rid
.mmy waug
6/11 (JP). A bird was In
. 106 (TK).

3

Ganoa
Fulton

Yellow-headed Blackbird- Medusa
Marsh attracied a female 7/12 (JP).

Ovchard Oviole- 10 were banded at
Lksh 7/930 (JP). KA casdad 16 at
KPWAG/28.

N. Oriole- 50 were banded at L ksh
7/3-30, nchxding 12 on 715 (JP).

Purpis Finch— The GASBC recasded
20 birds hmm?up'l:
Canleld(uam' provided local

mmu%m&m’{ua).

Val 18 No. 4



House Finch- Lksh banding nets ENGLOI%D (ME) ROBERT ELLWAY
O eavtiad on 7HG e (™ ELSTEIN Qi FONDRK

CONTRIBUTORS & OBSERVERS BET%‘,’HA(Q&S,; eann'kman an (iHn);

’n AMAN
Al Individuals contributing bird reponts £
10°The Onlo Car dinal" for the Summer aegSHBEHGEH E‘He : ng 88%9'[

1985 season (June 1 to Jul 81 1985

e 4%8‘133“ bd&(n in ;#Pm ml'. SH; m‘) & SALLY HIHEIf
man er arvers Y HOCHAD

submitied Sightings (o other CRAIG BOLT(CHY: FICHARD

birding-related publications. For this
lswe?reoons ffom the followin 8?5%%.\‘/2
ons have been used: T LePAGE
elend Bird Cdendm‘ and Bird gg, P AUlA J L : S G

Clu 'The Toledo Natura g~
R e Lo et il AT McCULLOUGH %%%Es

Iadr m&e;#:ggcm g'?gms e 8"‘2 KEVIPSJ ME'TCALFS'E ; DOUG

%NED K LER (NKG).

gmlons Insg? Summel; 1?%3::1% h CKEH ﬂ et SEP’

eports® section are also In n the

following kst of Contributors: J. KIRK mcmo ?, may'fqoscﬁ’é (LR

A-EXANDER Mcmen. J ARABIA  HOM! )
CAROLEL :.SK”FBS ELYNN EDGETY s Jeeﬁuce smpsou @s;

BARTLETT &B). DAN |BEST (08) for EVEDKREN (C ¥

auf Wharton (PW);

Park Dis
STANLEYE. W LKOWiCZ (SW
SWAMP g'no OBSERVATOhY (BS&%) LEROY E. YODER (LE 2AN

NANCY D
ZEHNDER (M2). In add llon. many other
A CMTERBUHY (RC EJV%SHT & Observers areZ?:ited for 1to 3 reooY'ds

o) DOUG fy C'JI;DUNBN%JN (DMD). within the species accounts. My thanks
Pn.c.‘ DURBIN (ED); MARCUS C toall

Ohio Bird Records Committee Report
by H. Thomas Bartlett, Secretary

A8 noted in the OBRC r The Ohio Candinal 18(3):108, the
2 records from nng)1995 were Not Accepted b"y the

11 OBRC, accor OBRC me secﬁon VI (10)(b

Thase records, along with reasons for Non-Acceptance, are

Raosa's Goose~ OBRC 170-95-05: 1, L. White SP (Pike Co.), 3/4/95.
Reasons for Non-Acceplance: 1) Snow Goose not ruled out. 2)
Descriptian of lorebasfom more like Snow Goase. 3) Hybird not
ruled out 4) Size hard 10 judge from views oblained

Swaiason's Warbler— OBRC 38-85-02: 1, Salt Fork SP (Guernsey Co.),
§/17/95. Reasons for NonAcceplance; 1) Incomplete description;
lacking sufficient details of head plu bifl shape, size of bird,
lighting conditions and opftics used. 2) orm-unno Warbler not
ruledout. 3) Description doesn’t establish bird as a warbler. 4)
Warbdling Vireo not ruied out.

Liflual decisions on many other records should be available for the next
0.
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The Grapevine

Morbid Curiosity in Shorebirds

Elliod Tramer, Chris Manzey, Sarah Kaspanty and | were looking at
shorebisds at Metzger Marsh WA (Lucas Co.) on July 23, 1995, at about
10:00 am. A Snowy Plover, a bird seen only a few imes in Ohio, had
been discovered there the weekend before and had tastied through
Tuesday of that week. The plover was not 1o be found, but many other
waders were scattered over the extensive mudfiais. We were pleased to
find a Wilspn's Phalasope and Stilt iper. As we acanned with our

scopas, a Great Blue Heran, had, in relrospect,

gly not led at our close approach, toppled over and collapsed
onto the mud. in obviaus distress, it Soundered on its breast, with
spread wings Gopping along side.

While | studied the heron through binoculars, | noticed a very tight flock
of Short-billed Dowitchers, perhaps 20 birds, mkloadoseby in the
foreground of my view. We suddenly realized that there were many
more shorebirds in front of us than just a few moments earlier. As the
accasianally f on the mud, we walched shorebitds fly in
from alt over the mudtat to stand near the stuggling-bird. The
oathering induded some of all Tedes vesent. mosily dowitchers,
Semipalmated Sandpipers, and Lesser Yellowlegs, Killdeers
ms a little under-represented; tomlling at jeast a couple of hundred
uals. Even the single phah!og]ggd the . Then, after
only a couple of minutes, the spec dispersed across the
mudtial. Like gawkers at a car wreck, they had taken a good and
relumed wmly'satisﬂed, 10 their own business. {Reprinted from the

mﬂmmmmm.&um August 1995]. By Eric Durbin,
343 Shrewsbury St., Holand, OH 43528.

Courting the Great Blues

Our small group was on General Molors property in Lordstown (Trumbull
Co.), on June 10, 1985, at 9:50 am. lo count nesting Great Blue
Herons. Before | turned off the car, | was greeted by a familiar amell
and sound. The smell resembled dusty whrewash with overtones of
fish. The spund was like that of the steam engine which pullad 25
carloads of Stonewall's Brigade up to Manazsas. We were met by
h&dm.me.&mdmmrrMpm%
en property. otten to wear a jacket, sotHoan
him an exva. |gave the other members of our group smal pieces of
m'bboanhadbwhtuimnﬁm e nests found in the
Two

arcled

g

0 find young herons targeting us with fish— from both ends. After his
tavorite baseball cap was hit, Michael unwisely removed it 10 survey the
a direct hit on the head.
|

have counted nests here, their numbers have
this year we tallied 427 nes!s in 112 trees.
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ted from Newsioner of the Audubon Society of the
mqnm ober 1995). By Carole Babyak, 879
Howiand- R Wanen. OH 44484.

Greater Alogn (Summit Co.) Summer Bird Count

- The 44 birders in 20 parties who participated in our 18th Summer Bird
c::um put in a record tggh 408 pan‘houm. and found a new high
the count was done over the
cl June 10—19 1905 but some parties continued through the
is was our second highest number of species,
which s mm mnsldedngwe mizsed several expacied Is’ged
nohNyAm Black Duck, Vir, Rail, SOra md Ring-necked easant.
eaw only one Common added two new s 1o the
counl- (e )] Swﬂw md Hooded M:ganset We set nawnsh counts

specias, bu
lzoely e b the i m hows. thank-ait-those who bl’
gx and humid durino the count. [Edilor's note: space
prevent us from publishing the camplete count this saason.
Theee totalg are available from the Editor or from Carol Tveekrem). By
Carol Tveekrem, 621 Surfside Dr., Akron, OH 44319.

Ruby-crowned Kinglet at Highbanke MP

While on a Prqoct Tanaaer study site along the Overlook Trail at

m.I P yco)on.mm;-t 1995, | heard the
tions ol a Ruby-crowned Kinglet | attempted 0 bring it

10 the attention of my research pariner, Manon Van Schoyck, but th

bird (of course) 2ang no more.

The foliowing day | returned to the site, a clearing surrounded
deciduous bmst. An “island® of frees is situat |n the
center ol the Upon entering the cleaging at 8:58 am.,
lmnedalelyheard ebird °l'cgiromlhelar eothelsland The
be descsibed as sw wendwu tched “seets”
upanddwn ot Aslhav m"'wmmwﬁﬁ'
notes. e seen a of these
ers In migration, and have heard as many voc.aﬁzam
S om0 b
an a n the fi un
31? a.m., al which time | called Tom Thomsan. w e time 1o
tairly u%’h',‘:' i, (SR e oy s m Gl
! me 18
M‘? (ater tried both, but 1o nowavall Any literature on the
: bird was studbdom and refused
allow me to eee it. A fleld full of Paison tvy between me and Ihebitddld
ed

%
B
i
g
=
23

At approximately 10:30 a.m., Manon Van Schoyck joined me on the

with the identification,
lng‘r was rather infrequent, with

e bird seamed 10 move back and

1" 15wegaveuphope Even foliowing ing, Cec

Johnsion visited the site and saw the bird with aase. |hawenotheatdoi

any other observaions. A review of the literature reveals the importance

of s exciting find, as there are few summer records for this species in
ay Marcus C. England, 483 Columbian Ave., Columbus, OH
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