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An Overview of the 1992 Fall Hawk Flight in 
Northwest Ohio 

by Tom Kemp and Matt Anderson 

As developing birders in the Toledo area, we learned that there 
were often good hawk flights in the fall Of.l days with northwest 
winds. Unfortunately, this idea of westerly winds producing the 
flights prevailed until only recently. It was not until this fall, as 
we made a concerted effort to chart the movement of hawks 
through the area, that we discovered raptors are moving 
through on winds from virtually any direction and that the best 
flights were in fact on days with east winds, not west! This 
piece is presented as an overview of the 1992 fall hawk flight in 
northwest Ohio. 

This fall, we specifically watched for migrating hawks on 29 
days from September 6 until November 29, for a total of 
approximately 90 hours. Our best day was unquestionably 
September 12 when over 1600 hawks passed over the Oak 
Openings of western Lucas County. Most of these were 
Broad-winged Hawks. The following day produced over 500 
hawks, most of which were again Broad-wingeds. The only 
other day when truly large numbers were seen was October 4. 
Almost all of the nearly 300 birds seen that day were Turkey 
Vultures and Sharp-shinned Hawks. Monthly totals were 2363 
for September (93% Broad-wingeds), 1244 for October (65% 
Turkey Vultures), and 122 for November (57% Red-taileds). 
Needless to say, the November flight was beset by many days 
of bad weather and was rather disappointing. 

Top individual days (with wind direction) for selected species 
follow. There were four 100 + days for Turkey Vulture: 
October 4 (east), October 7 (south), October 22 (southeast),. and 
October 23 (southwest). The top day for Sharp-shinned Hawk 
was October 4 when 00 were counted. No other day came 
close to this. October 31 (east) was the best Red-shouldered 
Hawk day with 33 being seen. This was almost half of the 
entire season's total. Broad-winged Hawks numbered 1590 on 
September 12 and 4 76 on September 13 (both southeast). The 
best Red-tailed Hawk day was October 31 when 74 were 
counted. The Table provides a complete list of species and 
numbers seen. 

That large numbers of raptors should be seen migrating 
through northwest Ohio each fall should come as no surprise. 
Thousands of hawks round the western end of Lake Erie at 
Holiday Beach Provincial Park in southwest Ontario, and then 
head south. It is likely that most of these pass through the 
Toledo area on their way to their wintering quarters. That we 
seen so many of them right over our yards (near Oak Openings 
Metropark) is due to geography. Our homes lay on a line due 
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southwest from Lake Erie Metropark (which is just north of 
Monroe, Ml), the first landfall for the hawks as they pass over 
from Canada. Many apparently pass directly to the southwest 
over the Oak Openings. 

The big question is how much do the birds fan out after 
reaching the Michigan shoreline? The answer apparently is "a 
lot•. The average number of raptors seen at Holiday Beach 
over the past fifteen fall seasons is over 70,000 and In 1991 an 
astonishing 310,000 birds of prey (85% Broad-wingeds and 
Turkey Vultures) flew past Lake Erie Metropark in southeastern 
Michigan! We are seeing only a tiny percentage of these birds. 

Finally, virtually all of our observations are restricted to 
weekends or an occasional 45 minutes during lunch nour. An 
observation post manned consistently through the season would , 
certainly result in many more birds counted. 

Tom Kemp 
7021 Manore Rd. 
Whitehouse, OH 43571 

Matt Anderson 
12005 Oak River Rd. 
Whitehouse, OH 43571 

Common Loons. Caesar Creek Lk., Warren Co. November 24, 1992 
Photo by Larry Gara 
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